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presence of the erstwhile prime 
minister Khaleda Zia blamed AL for 
perpetrating the grisly attack on its 
own rally endangering the life of its 
own chief while leaving 24 killed 
and over 300 others maimed. 

The government's stance sub-
sequently influenced the then 
investigators of the case enough to 
weave a story, involving a ward 
level AL leader and former ward 
commissioner of Maghbazar area 
in the capital, Mokhlesur Rahman. 
They attempted to feed the public 
the woven story through an osten-
sible confessional statement made 
by a petty criminal Joj Miah, in 
which he had named Mokhlesur as 
one of the planners of the attack. 

Police officials, who had been 
tight-lipped about the case until the 
recent regime change bringing in 
the seat of power the current mili-
tary backed caretaker government, 
are now saying that the erstwhile 
supervising officer of the case, 
criminal investigation department's 
(CID) Special Superintendent 
Ruhul Amin, invented Joj Miah out 
of the blue to keep the real crimi-
nals out of the reach of the probe. 

Joj's very weakly woven state-
ment drew media criticisms finally 
making it appear as blatantly 
meritless, and he himself turned 
out to be a creation of the police 
department's well practiced imagi-
nations, when his sister soon after 
his arrest divulged to the media 
that CID had been paying Joj 
Miah's family Tk 2,500 a month for 
upkeep since the arrest.

Based on Joj Miah's and two 
others' statements, all of whom 
had made almost identical confes-
sions, CID investigators even 
attempted to submit a charge sheet 
in the case, but the government 
held back following a media flak 
that had termed Joj Mia's story very 
sketchy. 

"Authenticity of the confes-
sional statement made by Joj Miah 
is questionable as no other corrob-
orative evidence was found sup-
porting it," Kaosar Ahmed Haydory, 
special superintendent of CID who 
is now supervising the case, told 
The Daily Star. 

Since the 'Joj Miah theory' 
flopped, the investigation has been 
stalling, and 17 of the 20 suspects 
arrested in connection with the 
case were freed on bail. Joj Miah, 
Abul Hashem alias Rana, and 
Shafiqul Islam, who made the 
confessional statements, are the 
only ones still remaining behind 
bars.

The investigators arrested the 
20 suspects in their pursuit of 
establishing a story that the blasts 
had been carried out by a criminal 
gang, as 'confessed' by Joj Miah 
and the other two in line with direc-
tions from currently detained and 
charged with a slew of criminal 
offences, former state minister for 
home Lutfozzaman Babar, who 
had acted as a liaison between the 
'criminal group' and the once 
feared power house of Hawa 
Bhaban, said the CID sleuths.

Other arrestees were Monjur 
Hossain, Shah Alam, Haji Shoib 
alias Dicon, Moklesur Rahman, 
Aiub Ali Khan, Saibal Saha Partha, 
Habib alias Abdul Hannan, Badsha 
Mia, Abdur Rahman, Mohammad 
Hossain alias Tushar, Zahir 

Hossain alias Liton, Akhteruzaman 
alias Ata, Abdur Rahim, Waliullah 
alias Ali, Mohammad Hossain, 
Monir Hossain alias Pichchi Monir, 
and Akash Sarkar alias Jiten.

The new investigators are now 
focusing on a group of Afghan war 
veterans led by Mufti Abdul 
Hannan, presuming that they might 
have carried out the attack as they 
had hands in many other grenade 
attacks in the country. The investi-
gators are now saying that in the 
last three years they did not have 
enough corroboration for the 
confessional statements made by 
Joj Miah and the other two.

The investigators are now also 
saying that their task of finding out 
the attackers have become more 
complicated as many necessary 
evidence required for a fair investi-
gation are now almost impossible 
to collect after three years into the 
incident due to the 'shady' start of 
the investigation. 

An investigator seeking ano-
nymity said three years after an 
incident it is extremely difficult to 
carry out an investigation starting 
anew. "As the previous investiga-
tion was not steered to a right 
direction, we have to investigate 
the case all over again from the 
very beginning," he said.

The investigators said they are 
having a hard time in finding a 
direction for the investigation as 
the case had been prejudiced from 
the get go due to the shady track of 
probe followed over the years. Now 
to start the investigation afresh 
again it will take time, as it is a 
tedious time consuming process to 
scrap confessional statements in 
the legal maze.

Despite the caretaker govern-
ment's March 25 decision of mark-
ing the case as a sensitive one and 
of enlisting it with the home minis-
try's monitoring cell for proper 
investigation and quick adjudica-
tion, the new investigators have yet 
to make any headway due to the 
mess left by the previous investiga-
tion team. 
MILITANT LINK
"Now we are focusing our investi-
gation on a group of Afghan war 
veterans led by Mufti Abdul 
Hannan presuming that they might 
have carried out the attack, as they 
had hands in many other grenade 
attacks in the country," Kaosar 
Ahmed Haydory, special superin-
tendent of CID, told The Daily Star. 

The suspicion arose from 
Harkatul Jihad's arrested militants' 
confessions that the currently 
banned Islamist militant organisa-
tion had carried out grenade and 
bomb attacks on former finance 
minister and AL leader Shah AMS 
Kibria, British High Commissioner 
in Bangladesh  Anwar Chowdhury, 
Sylhet City Corporration Mayor 
Badaruddin Ahmed Kamran, and 
an AL rally led by Suranjit 
Sengupta.

Besides, criminals usually leave 
marks of their attack patterns at a 
crime scene, said Haydory.

He however said they have yet 
to find any evidence connecting 
Mufti Hannan and other Afghan 
war veterans with the deadly 
August 21 attack.
QUESTIONS STILL 
UNANSWERED
Questions about who plotted the 
attack, what was the motive behind 

i t ,  why were the evidence 
destroyed deliberately, and why 
two of the victims were buried 
hurriedly -- remain still unresolved.  

The immediate past elected 
government showed a brazen lack 
of interest in bringing to justice the 
perpetrators of the grisly attack, 
while the current caretaker govern-
ment with its anti-crime posturing 
has yet to say why the law enforc-
ers had totally failed to ensure 
security for the participants in the 
rally on that fateful evening and to 
arrest any of the perpetrators from 
the spot.

The Supreme Cour t  Bar  
Association, which conducted its 
own inquiry into the attack, also 
blamed the immediate past elected 
government for destroying evi-
dence.
CHARGES AGAINST ALLIANCE 
GOVT BIGWIGS MIGHT NOT 
STAND
The CID investigators said the 
complainant in the murder case 
filed against former premier 
Khaleda Zia, her son Tarique 
Rahman, Jamaat Chief Matiur 
Rahman Nizami, and 25 others in 
connection with the August 21 
grenade attack seem to be lacking 
merit as the complainant could not 
provide any supporting evidence.

Haydory said it is mysterious 
why Badar Aziz filed the case. He 
said AL did not even support the 
charges Badar brought.

B a d a r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  
recorded as an eye witness 
account soon after the incident, but 
he did not bring the charges at the 
time. "His statement is confusing," 
Haydory said.  

Badar Aziz Uddin of Cox's 
Bazar, filed the case with the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court of 
Dhaka, on June 5, 2007, after 
being injured in the August 21, 
2004 blasts on the capital's 
Bangabandhu Avenue.
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Unique Thai 
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6:30pm, showcasing Thai cuisine, 
fruits, drinks, desserts, health 
check-up and lucky draw.

The objective of the event is to 
convey the Thai people's sympathy 
for and extend helping hands to the 
people of Bangladesh as well as 
seek cooperation among foreign 
communities in the country to join in 
the aid effort for the flood-affected 
people.

The event will remain open to the 
public with an entrance fee of Tk 300 
for adults and Tk 100 for children 
under 12. Each person will receive 
food coupon of equivalent value in 
return. 

Further food purchases could be 
made via coupons inside the fair.

Adviser to the Ministry of Food 
and Disaster Management Tapan 
Chowdhury will inaugurate the fair.

Aug 21 Blasts
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verified now for gleaning important 
clues from them.

He added that information given 
by an August 21 attack victim, Badar 
Aziz, in the case filed by him in June 
this year in connection with the 
attack, are also being examined.

Asked whether the delay in 
investigation could stand in the way 
of carrying it out properly, the secre-
tary replied, "Truth shall prevail."

Meanwhile, the inspector gen-
eral of police yesterday told the 
media that they are hopeful of 
submitting the charge sheet in the 
case soon.

He said Mufti Hannan divulged 
names of some suspected attackers 
which the investigators are now 
crosschecking with the information 
they had already collected.

Policy on cards
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campuses have the quality for 
getting approval but most others do 
not have the requirements for 
providing higher education. We will 
again publish the list of illegal for-
eign university campuses, if 
needed," he told newsmen after the 
meeting.

He however said the UGC has 
taken some initiative for removing 
confusion from the minds of stu-
dents and guardians about the 
foreign university campuses.

UGC published a list of 56 for-
eign university campuses through 
advertisements in different daily 
newspapers in the second week of 
May, where the commission said the 
listed institutes are operating with-
out valid documents of the govern-
ment's permission or approval.

It declared 56 foreign university 
campuses illegal following allega-
tions of selling different degrees 
without imparting any quality educa-
tion.

Meanwhile, around 20 to 25 
thousand students of those institu-
tions, who pay around Tk 75 crore 
annually in tuition fees, are now 
feeling uncertain about their aca-
demic future following the UGC 
declaration.

In absence of specific rules, the 
caretaker government is not taking 
any stern action against those 
institutions either.  

Economy
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roadmap of democracy. We have 
been trying to ensure the rule of 
honest people and create a demo-
cratic environment," he said.

He made it clear that they want 
reform not to cling to power. They 
are trying to create an environment 
free from corruption. 

Earlier, Mainul spoke at a work-
shop of the officials of the land 
ministry, organised by Bangladesh 
Academy for Rural Development 
(Bard).

In his speech, the adviser 
stressed the need for making land 
management easy and modern 
technology-based, as lots of has-
sles and disputes arise from land-
ownership and possession.

Bangladesh
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participants at the conference, a 
number of them taking part in sessions 
where they shared their experiences 
and observations, alongside partici-
pants from the region who identified 
social stigma and ignorance as some 
of the biggest challenges to preventing 
AIDS. 

"The Asia and Pacific region has a 
low prevalence of HIV/AIDS, but the 
challenge across the countries is to 
keep the prevalence low," Deborah 
Landey, deputy director of UNAIDS, 
said at a news briefing before the 
conference. 

She also revealed that the preva-
lence of HIV, the virus that causes 
AIDS, has come down from 8.3 million 
to 5.4 million in the region.

That number, although consider-
able, remains far below the number in 
sub-Saharan Africa, where 25.8 
million people are infected. 

Landey said each country must 
keep on its toes for new social trends in 
the spread of the virus, citing the 
example of rising infections among 
homosexuals in China. 

Strong political leadership that 
does not become complacent over 
relatively low levels of infection is vital 
for keeping the disease at bay, she 
said. 

Populations traditionally thought to 
be low-risk, including married women, 
are becoming more vulnerable, she 
said.  

Married women are exposed to 
becoming infected by their husbands 
and experts cited to reports from 
numerous countries, suggesting that 
more than half of the newly infected 
people were married women, she 
said. 

Sri Lankan President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa opened the conference on 
Sunday.   

The congress will hold discussions 
on a range of subjects, including 
preventing infections among vulnera-
ble groups, treatment of those already 
infected and eliminating social stigma 
for victims and their families, the 
organisers said.

No headway in probe
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"Resumption of nuclear tests by 
India would create a serious 
situation obliging Pakistan to 
review its position and to take 
action, appropriate and consis-
tent with our supreme national 
interest," she said. 

Under the agreement with 
Washington, New Delhi can buy 
atomic fuel, technology and 
plants even though it is not party 
to the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). 

The agreement, finalised last 
month after nearly two years of 
negotiations, has drawn heavy 
and widespread criticism from 
Indian opposition parties and 
the government's communist 
allies, who say it will limit India's 
strategic options. 

Aslam said that Pakistan had 
proposed a nuclear test ban 
treaty to India to end the arms 
race in South Asia. 

" P a k i s t a n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
adhere to its unilateral morato-
rium on testing. We have also 
proposed to India a bilateral 
agreement on a test ban," she 
said. 

"Pakistan does not want a 
nuclear arms race in the region 
but at the same time we are 
committed to maintain a credi-
ble minimum deterrence in the 
interest of strategic balance 
which is  ind ispensable for  
peace in the region." 

Pakistan has also raised 
eyebrows over an Australian bid 
to sell uranium to India, saying it 
would tilt the strategic balance 
in New Delhi's favour. 

"Like the US-India nuclear 
deal, the decision by Australia 
to sell uranium to India is a 
matter which warrants close 
attention. Any development that 
can impinge on the strategic 
balance in South Asia is a mat-
ter of vital concern to us," Aslam 
said. Muslim-majority Pakistan 
and mainly Hindu India have 
fought three wars since inde-
pendence from Britain 60 years 

ago. In 1998, they carried out 
tit-for-tat nuclear detonations 
that alarmed the world. 

A US report said earlier this 
year that Pakistan was building 
a third nuclear reactor to pro-
duce material for atomic bombs. 

Pakistan has also been at the 
centre of international concerns 
over a black market run by its 
disgraced top nuclear scientist, 
Abdul Qadeer Khan, who admit-
ted in 2004 to passing atomic 
secrets to Iran, North Korea and 
Libya. 

Pakistan warns

Sanjay Dutt
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judgement.

The Bench said immediately 

after getting the copy of the judge-

ment, the Bollywood actor will have 

to surrender. The court also said 

that Dutt will also have to appear 

once in a week before the nearest 

local police station.

After getting the copy of the 

judgement, he can apply for regular 

bail. While providing relief to Dutt, 

the court took into consideration that 

he was on bail since October 16, 

1995 till July 31, 2007 the day, he 

was sentenced to six-year jail term. 

The court said that the passport of 

Dutt will remain with the trial court 

and he will not leave the country 

without its permission. 

The court also granted interim 

bail to Sameer Hingora, Aziz Ahmed 

Mohammad Ahmed Sheikh, Ibrahim 

Musa Chauhan a l ias  Baba 

Chauhan, Yusuf Mohsin Nulwalla 

and a woman convict, Zaibunnisa 

Anwar Kazi.

The court granted them bail while 

laying down the same conditions as 

put forth to Dutt.
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Recent  months have seen 
mounting reports of intra-Shia 
violence between SIIC's mil i-
t ia, the Badr Organisation, 
a n d  S a d r ' s  M a h d i  A r m y.  
Fighting broke out between 
the factions in Samawa in 
July. 

Many Badr f ighters have 
been recruited into Iraq's new 
secur i t y  fo rces ,  wh i le  the  
Mahdi  Army is  a  loose ly -
control led mil i t ia movement 
which can field tens of thou-
sands of gunmen drawn from 
the Shia underclass. 

P r ime  M in is te r  Nur i  a l -
M a l i k i  r e c e i v e d  n e w s  o f  
Hassani 's "martyrdom" with 
sadness and warned of an 
attempt "to destabi l ise our 
beloved southern Iraq". 

"We call on our people in 
Muthanna province to exer-
cise self control and avoid 
fal l ing into the trap of this 
painful experience," he said. 

Hamid A l -Saed i ,  a  SI IC 
member of parl iament, blamed 
Monday's ki l l ing on former 
members of ousted dictator 
Saddam Hussein's ruling party 
and "parties hosti le to Iraq". 

In July 2006, Muthanna was 
the first province in Iraq to be 
handed back to the control of 
Iraqi security forces as Brit ish 
and Australian troops scaled 
back their operations in the 
relatively peaceful south. 

Since then, however, local 
power struggles have t r ig-
g e r e d  o c c a s i o n a l  v i o l e n t  
clashes in many Shia cit ies, 
leaving hundreds dead. 

Violence between rival Shia 
mil i t ias is now rife in Iraq's 
second c i ty,  Basra,  where 
Brit ish troops deployed there 
since the invasion are prepar-
ing to withdraw from their last 
base in the city and re-deploy 
to a desert airbase. 

The  s i tua t ion  has  been 
exacerbated, US commanders 
a l l ege ,  by  I ran ian  agen ts  
training and arming hardline 
Shia mil i t ia units known as 
"Special Groups" to carry out 
kidnappings and attacks on 
US-led forces. 

Major General Rick Lynch, 
commander of US forces in 
central Iraq, told reporters on 
Sunday that around 50 mem-
b e r s  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  
Revo lu t i onary  Guard  have  
infi l trated Iraq to train Shia 
extremists. 

Tehran has always vehe-
mently denied tring to destabi-
l ise Iraq, and Maliki 's govern-
ment maintains close ties with 
its larger Shia neighbour. 

The slain governors' party, 
f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  t h e  
S u p r e m e  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  
Islamic Revolution in Iraq, was 
founded in Tehran under the 
auspices of the Iranian gov-
ernment as an Iraqi opposit ion 
force in exile. 

Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad is planning to 
make his f irst visit to Iraq, the 

ISNA news agency reported. 
M e a n w h i l e ,  M a l i k i  a r r i v e d  
Monday in Syria for a visit to 
another US foe and ally of 
Iran. 

The latest polit ical violence 
in southern Iraq coincided with 
m e e t i n g s  b e t w e e n  F r e n c h  
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  B e r n a r d  
Kouchner and the country's 
divided pol i t ical leaders to 
learn about the crisis. 

Kouchner's visit is the f irst 
by a senior French off icial 
since the US-led invasion and, 
while he brought no concrete 
offers of assistance, it has 
been welcomed by Iraqi lead-
ers  keen fo r  in te rna t iona l  
support. 

M a l i k i ' s  S h i a - l e d  r u l i n g  
coa l i t i on  has  c rumb led  in  
recent months with the loss of 
17 ministers, and emergency 
talks are underway to cobble 
together a power-sharing deal 
and save the government from 
collapse. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  f i v e  p e o p l e  
were reported ki l led in further 
Iraq violence, security oficials 
said.

Iraqi governor killed 

JMB man
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According to the prosecution, a 
group of JMB members led by 
Salahuddin killed Hridoy Roy of 
Sonarcor in Jamalpur's Sarishabari 
upazila on April 23, 2003 because 
he allegedly converted poor Muslim 
locals to Christianity.

A murder case was filed with 
Sarishabari Police Station following 
the incident without naming any 
suspects.

Investigation into the case later 
revealed that JMB members had 
been behind the killing.
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imposed on March 7, following the 
declaration of the state of emergency 
on January 11. 

But the government has not yet 
responded to the EC's request, mak-
ing the EC to wait for about five months 
to begin the talks with the parties.

Finally, the EC on July 15 
announced a detailed polls plan 
including holding talks with the political 
parties from September to complete 
the electoral reforms. 

"We have discussed with the 
government before disclosing the 
roadmap. The ban on indoor politics 
must be lifted. We will keep asking the 
government to lift it," Huda said.  

Two major political parties Awami 
League and BNP have already 
declared that they would not sit with 
the EC unless the ban on indoor 
politics is lifted, allowing them to hold 
meetings at their party forum to dis-
cuss the EC's proposals. 

As per its official plans, the EC will 
send letters to the political parties next 
week inviting them to sit in dialogue 
with the EC on electoral reforms. 

"The political parties will be given 
two weeks to examine the draft pro-
posals for electoral reforms," he 
added. 

Asked what if the major political 
parties like Awami League and BNP 
seek more time for their preparation to 
join the dialogue, the CEC said the EC 
would give a tentative timetable for the 
parties to sit in dialogue. 

In case a political party wants to 
take more time, it can tell the EC and sit 
in dialogue at a convenient time, he 
added.   

The EC on April 5 disclosed draft 
proposals for massive electoral reforms 
including mandatory provision for regis-
tration of the political parties with the EC to 
ensure their financial transparency and 
practice of democracy within the parties. 

To finalise the proposals, the EC 
wanted to hold talks with the parties, 
but it could not proceed with the plans 
due to the ban on indoor politics. It 

however held separate meetings with 
the civil society personalities and 
senior journalists in April-May to seek 
their opinion on the proposals.  

The EC could not complete the 
process for electoral reforms by July 
according to its earlier plan due to the 
ban on indoor politics. 

According to the electoral roadmap 
announced on July 15, dialogues with 
the political parties are supposed to be 
completed during the period from 
September to November.

The roadmap gives a detailed 
description of all the work related to the 
ninth parliament election scheduled to 
be held in December 2008.

In a bid to start the dialogue from 
early September, the EC has already 
directed its secretariat to make prepa-
ration for holding the talks. 

"We are now examining the draft 
proposals again to see whether there 
is any inconsistency as the copy of the 
proposals will be sent to the political 
parties," a senior official at the EC 
Secretariat said. 

"Some 18 to 20 political parties will 
be invited to join the talks as per the 
proposed criteria for being registered 
with the commission," the official said. 

According to the EC's draft propos-
als, a political party that had won at 
least one parliamentary seat in elec-
tions since 1973 will be considered fit 
for registration. To qualify for registra-
tion, the organisations not meeting the 
above condition will have to have 
offices and committees in at least 32 
districts and the upazilas under those. 
Besides, they must have at least one 
thousand members at a district unit 
and 200 members at an upazila.

EC to ask again

Govt decides
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“This is for the first time the govern-

ment will give private outlets licen-

ces for international gateways and 

interconnection exchanges," said 

Manzurul Alam. 

All the three IGWs will be set up 

in Dhaka and connected to the 

BTTB submarine cable. Under the 

two ICX licences, there will be two 

exchanges set up in Dhaka and one 

each in Chittagong, Sylhet, Bogra 

and Khulna.

Besides, the government will 

issue a licence for Internet 

exchange (IX) in private sector. 

P r imar i l y,  on ly  Dhaka  and  

Chittagong will have an exchange to 

provide the access network service 

(ANS) operators with data services.

Over the last few years, a power-

ful cartel pocketed crores of taka 

from illegal Internet telephony, 

depriving the government of huge 

revenues. 

BTRC Chairman Manzurul Alam 

said, "Only the companies fully 

owned by Bangladeshi residents 

will be able to bid for these interna-

tional telecommunication licences."

Under the policy, the government 

will not issue fresh licences for 

VSAT (very small aperture terminal) 

while the existing VSATs will be shut 

down in phases.

"The present IGW, ICX and IX of 

the BTTB will remain functional but 

they (BTTB) too will have to take 

licences from the BTRC," said Alam.  

The private international phone 

services are expected to begin by 

April 2008.

The BTRC will invite applications 

for the licences in September and 

after two weeks, they will organise a 

pre-bid meeting before holding the 

auction in October, said the BTRC 

boss. 

According to the policy, the 

government has decided to estab-

lish a three-tier telecommunications 

infrastructure. The first stage will 

involve international gateways that 

will be hooked up to the submarine 

c a b l e  a n d  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  

exchanges.

The second stage will have 

interconnection exchanges linked to 

the international gateways and 

access network service (ANS). At 

the final stage, the ANS will provide 

direct services to the customers.

OMS programme
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run till the Eid-ul-Fitr day. Under the 
programme, a person can buy 3 kgs 
of rice at a time from OMS outlets. 

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) will 
also sell rice under the programme 
through its 500 outlets.

To feed the OMS plan, the gov-
ernment will buy 1.18 lakh tonne rice 
at Tk 20.20 a kg and supply it to 
15,000 dealers at Tk 18 per kg, 
giving a Tk 2.20 subsidy for every 
kg.

Dhiraj Malakar, secretary of relief 
and disaster management ministry, 
told journalists following the meet-
ing that there is no food shortage in 
the country now. 

He claimed that existing food 
reserve is enough to run the govern-
m e n t ' s  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o o d  
programmes.

Ministry sources said a total of 
6.13 lakh metric tonnes of rice and 
1.75 metric tonne wheat have been 
reserved in the country.

ACC targets
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information report (FIR) is not filed 
right after the submission of an 
inquiry report. "FIR is filed only after 
the satisfaction of the commission, 
which is scrutinising it (inquiry report 
of Tarique) at the moment." 

About the organoram approved 
on Sunday at the meeting of  
N a t i o n a l  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
Committee on Administrative 
Reforms (Nicar), the ACC secretary 
said of the approved 1,281 posts, 
1073 will be permanent, 191 super-
numerary and 17 of outsourcing 
ones. 

He said some 351 individuals, 
who were absorbed by the commis-
sion but not posted, will be posted 
under the new organogram. "But, 
the issue regarding 264 withdrawn 
employees will depend on court 
verdict, as there is a case pending 
with the court."

Responding to a query, Mokhles 
said with the new organogram, six 
divisional and 22 zonal offices will 
be more functional and the commis-
sion will be able to work more.

Pabna farmers 
FROM PAGE 1

occurred as a large number of 
farmers gathered there at the same 
time demanding fertiliser.

But the aggrieved farmers said 
they were not getting adequate 
supply of fertiliser. 

“I have cultivated nine bigha of 
land this year. At least 10 kg of 
fertiliser is required for each bigha. 
But I could not get sufficient quantity 
of fertiliser,” said Abdus Sattar, a 
farmer of Ramchandrapur village. 

Other aggrieved farmers also 
expressed their resentment over 
inadequate supply of fertiliser. 

However, Pabna Sadar Upazila 
agriculture officer Md Mokbul 
Hossain said 200 farmers were 
included in the list for distribution of 
7.5 metric tonnes of fertiliser yester-
day. The incident occurred as over a 
thousand farmers gathered there for 
fertiliser. 

He said 800 metric tonnes of 
fertiliser are required in August while 
they have 437 metric tonnes of 
fertiliser. 

“A probe committee led by assis-
tant commissioner (Land) has been 
formed to investigate the matter," 
said Pabna Sadar UNO Md Abdul 
Hakim. 

Pabna District Agriculture Office 
sources said the supply of fertiliser 
in May and June was not sufficient.

AL demands 
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salvation of the departed souls. 
Other political parties including 

Workers Party of Bangladesh and 
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal will observe 
the day separately. 

On this day in 2004, a barrage of 
grenade blasts on an anti-terror rally 
of the AL killed twenty-four people 
including AL leader Ivy Rahman and 
wounded over 400 others. Almost 
the entire leadership of the party 
was present in the rally. Party chief 
Sheikh Hasina narrowly escaped 
the attack.

Briefing the journalists yester-
day, Zillur accused the past BNP-
Jamaat coalition government of 
staging the dreadful attack on the AL 
rally. Primary objective of the attack 
was to kill Sheikh Hasina, he said.

He alleged that even though the 
grenade attack was launched in the 
presence of law enforcement agen-
cies, they did not arrest the perpe-
trators. "They even helped the 
attackers flee the scene. To save the 
attackers, evidences of the attack 
were also destroyed," Zillur claimed. 

He said the alliance government 
did not even accept AL's case 
against the attackers since they 
[BNP-Jamaat] were involved in the 
attack. 

Zillur branded the cases filed 
against former prime minister and 
AL President Sheikh Hasina con-
spiratorial, false and fabricated. The 
AL leader demanded immediate 
withdrawal of the cases and uncon-
ditional release of Hasina so that the 
rule of law can follow its natural 
course. 

"Those who tried to turn 
Bangladesh into a failed state 
through killing, repression, extor-
tion, corruption and terrorism are 
now conspiring to mislead the 
nation about father of the nation 
Bangabandhu's place [in history]," 
he added.

Hinting at Jamaat-e-Islami, Zillur 
said, "Instead of arresting the ones 
with specific allegations for patron-
ising militants, extortion and corrup-
tion, an adviser was speaking in 
their favour. This is saddening and 
unwarranted."

Meanwhile, AL presidium mem-
ber Abdur Razzak told journalists at 
his Nakhalpara residence that 
questions can be raised about the 
neutrality of the caretaker govern-
ment following the remarks made by 
a few of its advisers. "The com-
ments made by one or two advisers 
have recently raised questions 
about the neutral stand of the care-
taker government," he said. 

AL leaders Motia Chowdhury, 
Ataur Rahman Khan Kaiser, Abdul 
Mannan, Aktaruzzaman, Mostofa 
Jalal Mohiuddin, Nazma Rahman, 
Dr Hasan Mahmud, Yefes Osman, 
Khairuzzaman Liton, Habibur 
Rahman Seraj, Dr Dipu Moni and 
BM Mojammel Hossain were pres-
ent during Zillur Rahman's press 
conference.
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events had spread, triggering 
thousand more students to pour 
onto the streets in protest

Acting Vice-Chancellor Prof AFM 
Yusuf Haider, Proctor Prof AKA 
Firoz Ahmed, assistant proctors and 
some other teachers rushed to the 
spot and sat with army and students 
to reach to a solution.

After the meeting Prof Haider 
said, “The in-charge of the unit 
Colonel Huda unconditionally 
expressed sorrow for the incident on 
behalf of his force and said they will 
take action against the responsible 
army personnel.” However, angry 
students demanded that the 
responsible apologize publicly and 
that the army camp be shifted.

Students were frightened when 
army took video shots of the demon-
strators and they chanted slogans 
against the army. 

The proctor said, “I saw some-
one was taking video shots from the 
rooftop, but when I talked to the 
army, they denied it was them.”

After sometime students went to 
the campus and took part in a pro-
test procession from the Teacher-
Student Centre (TSC) to press 
home their demand. As they 
approached to the resident of the 
VC, police charged baton from 
behind  the students, injuring five 
demonstrators, including one 
female student.

Students were disbursed, but 

soon they were reinforced, as 
hundreds of students came out of 
different residential dormitories 
including Bangabandhu Hall, Zia 
Ha l l ,  Su rya  Sen  Ha l l  and  
Jashimuddin Hall and gathered at 
Mall Chattar on the campus, adja-
cent to VC's residence.

At this place, furious students 
vandalised a police car with some 
police inside. 

Then they marched towards the 
army camp at the gymnasium and 
locked in a fierce battle with police. 
Police charged batons on the stu-
dents, hurled tear shells and chased 
them, leaving several demonstra-
tors injured. 

In retaliation, students pelted 
police with brickbats, stones and 
other such things turning the area 
into a virtual battleground..

The battle spread from the gym 
to the TSC, Rokeya Hall, central 
library, VC's residence, Mall 
Chattar, Bangabandhu Hall, Zia 
Ha l l ,  Su rya  Sen  Ha l l  and  
Jashimuddin Hall. Several hundred 
police took position on the streets, 
while the demonstrators continued 
to pelt police with brickbats and 
stones hiding behind buildings and 
from rooftop.

Until filing this story, scattered 
battles between the police and 
students continued.

DU violence
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Erosion at Taraf Manu and Khalshi 
on Gobindaganj-Dinajpur highway 
is threatening to snap road commu-
nication. The WDB, however, is 
trying to stop the erosion by dump-
ing rubble and sandbags.

"After the floodwater receded, 
we sowed Amon seeds on chars for 
seedlings, but all went under water, 
said Hafizur Rahman, a farmer of 
Char Pepulia of Fulchari upazila. 

With the addition of 161 new 
patients, a total of 4,542 people 
have been infected with diarrhoea in 
the district so far. 

Our correspondent in Satkhira 
reports: Over 2 lakh people have 
been marooned by the floods 
caused by the distension of the 
Kabodak at Tala and Kalaroa 
u p a z i l a s  o f  S a t k h i r a  a n d  
Jhhikargachha, Manirampur and 
Keshabpur upazilas of Jessore.

Over 657 families, now home-
less, have taken refuge in at least 11 
makeshift flood shelters and on the 
Patkelghata bridge. There is a 
severe crisis of food and drinking 
water there as most tube wells went 
under water.

Floodwater submerged standing 
crops on about 30,000 acres of 
land. At least 20 shrimp enclosures 
were inundated and shrimps worth 
Tk 40 lakh were washed away.

Our correspondent in Sirajganj 
reports: The WDB officials said 
flood situation in five upazilas--
Belkuchi, Chowhali, Kazipur, 
Sirajganj Sadar and Shahjadpur--
deteriorated further with the swell-
ing of the Jamuna. 

People who vacated their homes 
two to three weeks ago are not 
returning, as they fear further flood-
ing. Riverbank erosion took a seri-
ous turn for worse devouring many 
farmlands, houses and other estab-
lishments, sources said.

Around 500 diarrhoea patients 
were admitted to different hospitals 
yesterday and there is a scarcity of 
saline and medicines, officials at the 
District Civil Surgeon's Office said. 

Meanwhile, the local administra-
tion asked a number of people who 
took shelter in a high school in 
Sirajganj town to leave immediately, 
as the school would start operating 
soon. They, however, claimed their 
houses are still under knee to waist 
deep floodwater.

About 80,000 looms are still 
under floodwater in Belkuchi, 
Shahjadpur, Sirajganj Sadar, 
Kazipur and Chowhali upazilas 
forcing around four lakh loom 
employees out of work, said District 
Relief Officer Abul Khayer. 

More floods
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