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Libraries, Cultural 
and Information 
Centers
Central Public Library- 8626001-4,  
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673 
Bangla Academy- 8619550
Islamic Foundation- 9550280, 
9556407
Nazrul Institute- 9114602
Ford Foundation- 8116133
Alliance Francaise- 8611557
Information Resource Center, The 
American Center - 8813440-4, 
9886395-9
British Council- 8618867-8, 
8618905-7
Community Development Library- 
8113769, 8113604
Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka- 
9126525-6
Indian Information Centre & 
Cultural Library- 8850141-2
The Russian Cultural Centre- 
9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125, 
8112954, 8123412
Press Institute of Bangladesh 

Subarna Express Leaves Dhaka at 4:30 pm Reaches Chittagong at 10:35 pm
Mahanagar Prabhati Leaves Dhaka at 7-30 am Reaches Chittagong at 1-55 pm
Mahanagar Godhuli Leaves Dhaka at 3-15 pm Reaches Chittagong at 10-55 pm
Turna Leaves Dhaka at 11-00 pm Reaches Chittagong at 6-40 am
Parabat Express Leaves Dhaka at 6-40 am Reaches Sylhet at 2-30 pm
Joyantika Express Leaves Dhaka at 12-45 pm Reaches Sylhet at 9-20 pm
Upaban Express Leaves Dhaka at 9-45 pm Reaches Sylhet at 6-40 am
Tista Express Leaves Dhaka at 7-00 am Reaches Bahadurabad at 1-05 pm
Ekata Express Leaves Dhaka at 5-00 pm Reaches Bahadurabad at 11-15 
Upakul Express Leaves Dhaka at 8-00 pm Reaches Noakhali at 5-00 am
Agnibeena Express Leaves Dhaka at 9-20 pm Reaches Jagannath at 2-30 pm

TRAIN TIMING

lines

Aeroflot

9559930, 9559111, Fax: 9563787

Air India

8617783, 8611929, Fax: 9670591

Biman Bangladesh Airlines

8917400-19  9560151, 9559610 

Airport Office: 8917400, Fax:8913005

British Airways

8815111, Fax: 8815346, 

Cathay Pacific

9557117, Fax: 9562667

Druk Air 

9862243, 9892862, 

Emirates

9892801, 9885574-75 

GMG Airlines

8825845-9, Airport Office: 

8960404,8915699, Fax: 8826115

Gulf Air

9130123-5, Airport Office: 8914573

Indian Airlines Ltd

9555915, 9557813, 

Kuwait Airways

9115182, 9118829

Malaysia Airlines

9888211-20

Airport Office: 8916953, Fax: 9890478

PIA 

9349293-5, Fax: 9345300 

Singapore Airlines

8811504-7, 9883259

Airport Office: 8911928, Fax: 8811503

Thai Airways

8314711-18, 8914343

Virgin Atlantic Airways

8816324-5, Fax: 9896481 

Drooti

8014563

Eagle Paribahan

7101504

Green Line Paribahan

9339623, 9342580, 8353005

Hanif Enterprise

9120116

Keya Paribahan

7101894, 7101250, 9121280

Modern Enterprise

9123743

Neptune A/C Coach Service

7101945, 7101951, 9123092

Shohag Paribahan (Pvt) Ltd

9334152, 8316766, 8126293

Shoukhin Paribahan

8014397, 9001796

Silk Line

7102461

Shyamoli Paribahan

9333803

Square Hospitals Ltd

Emergency: 8144466, 8144477, 

8144488, 01713377773, 

01714477774, 01713377775. Fax: 

880-2-9118921

Telephone: 8141522, 8142431, 

8144400, 8142333, 8159457, 

8129334, 01713141447.

Web: www.squarehospital.com

Email: info@squarehospital.com

Ahsania Mission Cancer & General 

Hospital

9008919, 8051618

Apollo Hospitals Dhaka

9891680-4, 01713046684/85

Emergency no. 9896623, 0171409000

Bangladesh Medical College & 
Hospital
9118202, 8115843

Central Hospital

9660015-19, 

China Bangla Hospital (JV) Ltd

8913674

Dhaka Medical College Hospital

8626812-16

Gana Shasthyo Kendra 
8617208, 8617383, 8620178, 

Greenland Hospital
8912663

Gulshan Mother & Child Clinic
8822738, 8812992

Holy Family Hospital
8311721-25

Islami Bank Hospital
9333739

Japan Bangladesh Friendship 
Hospital
8828855, 8827575 

Labaid Cardiac Hospital
8610793-8 

Marie Stopes Clinic
8821874

Medinova Medical Services Ltd
8620353, 

Monowara Hospital
8318135, 8319802

Pangu Hospital
9112150, 9113041

PG Hospital (BSMMU)
9614545-9, 9612550-4

Rashmono General Hospital

8317606, 9557354, 8317819

Ratan's Dental Clinic

9111090 

Salimullah Medical College Hospital

7319002-6

Samorita Hospital Ltd

9131901

Shahid Suhrawardy Hospital

9122560-78

Shishu Hospital

8116061-2, 9119119

United Hospital
8836444, 0194001234

Bangladesh Red Crescent Blood 

Bank

9116563

Modern Clinic & Blood Center

9883948

Sandhani, Dhaka Medical College

9668690

BLOOD BANK
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Cry for urgent steps to build two
underpasses goes unheeded

STAR PHOTO

Cable TV operators defy govt
order, overcharge subscribers
CITY CORRESPONDENT
.................................................
...
Cable TV operators are still over-
charging their viewers-- blatantly 
defying the government-set maxi-
mum fee for the service. 

On July 11, information minis-
try had declared that for a cable 
service with 60 channels and at 
least 30 pay channels, cable TV 
operators cannot charge a sub-
scriber more than Tk 300. 
Violators of the instruction would 
end up losing their licences, the 
ministry warned. 

The subscribers welcomed the 
government move and hoped to 
see the much-needed constancy 
and accountability in cable televi-
sion industry soon. But, to their 
disbelief and frustration, many 
operators are still charging their 
subscribers well over Tk 300 and 
getting away without any punish-
ment. 

A Green Road resident, SM 
Atique, said cable operator in his 
neighbourhood demanded Tk 
400 service fee for August. As 
Atique raised objections and 
pointed out the government-fixed 
ceiling of Tk 300, the bill collector 
simply told him that the fee would 
not be reduced. 

"He told me to either pay Tk 
400 or cancel my subscription as 
they would not reduce their 
monthly charges," said Atique.

"I had read in newspapers that 
the government would cancel 
licences of cable operators who 
are found to be charging higher 
fees. I wonder if that was just an 
empty threat to create panic 
amongst the cable operators," 
added a frustrated Atique.

Similar allegations are being 
surfaced throughout the city 
where a good number of subscrib-

ers are saying that their cable 
operators are collecting higher 
fees from them.

Ataur Rahman, a resident of 
Mirpur, used to pay Tk 300 a 
month to local cable television 
operator. However, the operator 
raised the fee to Tk 350 from July.

"They [cable operator] told us 
that the government increased 
t h e  m o n t h l y  c a b l e  f e e s .  
Consequently, we have to pay 
more for the subscription," Ataur 
added.

A number of cable TV opera-
tors, especially at Malibagh, 
Bashabo, Dhanmondi, Rampura, 
Tilpapara and adjacent areas, are 
also alleged to be demanding 
higher monthly fees in the name 
of collecting VAT (value added 
tax). They are making their sub-
scribers pay an additional Tk 40 to 

Tk 50 in VAT on top of their 
monthly fees.

In proposed budget of fiscal 
year 2003-2004, the government 
imposed a 15% VAT on cable TV 
operators. Apparently, the opera-
tors are now collecting that VAT 
from subscribers.

Mainul Hossain, representa-
t i v e  o f  C a b l e  V i s i o n  a t  
Kalabagan, told this correspon-
dent that Cable Vision is collect-
ing VAT from subscribers during 
collection of monthly cable fees 
because it is the end users who 
are supposed to pay the VAT.

"VAT stands for value added 
tax. By its very definition, it is a 
charge supposed to be paid by 
the end user. That is why we are 
collecting VAT from our custom-
ers," said Mainul.

However, information ministry 

officials could not confirm officially 
if the cable TV subscribers are 
supposed to pay VAT. 

"Since our official policy does 
not indicate that VAT is to be paid 
by subscribers [of cable TV ser-
vices], it is obviously a deceitful 
act for them [cable TV operators] 
to force their subscribers pay 
VAT," said an information ministry 
official requesting anonymity. 

According to sources in the 
ministry, Controller of Licence of 
BTV is authorised to monitor 
cable TV operations and take 
action against operators who 
violate government policies. 

"If any viewer is forced to pay 
higher cable fees, complaints 
should be f i led with BTV 
Controller of Licence for actions," 
added the official.

FROM PAGE 21

The only exception was made for the packaging of 

14 items, which include biscuit, chanachoor, bread, 

salt, shemai, medicine, flour, naphthalene, fertil-

izer, chocolate, milk powder etc. However, polybag 

produced for these items must be above 100 

micron. The law is also lax for export oriented 

polythene production. 

Manufactures are cashing in on weak law 

enforcement. Magistrate Rokon-Ud-Doula told 

Star City that the magistrates in charge of the 

mobile courts do not have enough legal powers to 

stop the illegal manufacturers. "Under the existing 

law we can only punish the sellers. It is important to 

stop the production. We don't have enough powers 

to seal factories," he said.  

Bangladesh Environment Protection Act 1995 

had given power only to the Environment Court 

(Paribesh Adalat), which can take decisive action 

against the manufactures. There are environment 

courts only in the divisional districts, which is not 

enough to punish all environment offenders around 

the country. 

Doula mentioned that maximum penalty under 

the Environment Conservation Act 1995 for manu-

facturing and marketing polythene shopping bag is 

10-year rigorous imprisonment, or a maximum fine 

of Tk 10 lakh, or both. Paribesh Adalat is the only 

one who can sentence this punishment. 

Whereas, mobile court magistrates can only fine 

Tk 10,000 and award 6 months' imprisonment to 

the seller, he said.

The fine for using polythene shopping bags for 

purposes other than export trade is Tk.500. 

Polythene menace 
FROM PAGE 21

criminal. But police allegedly take all the 
suspects to the custody where they beat up 
many of them during interrogation, which is 
a violation of human rights.

"My son along with some other young 
boys were arrested as a suspect when a 
murder took place in our neighbourhood. 
He was beaten up in the custody but was 
later proved innocent," said a mother of a 
victim, seeking anonymity.  

The officials hope that introduction of 
DNA test will eliminate the aforesaid prac-
tice during interrogation. “We are hoping 
that the attitude of beating up will be elimi-
nated, as there will be no need to do that. 
That should end this age-old habit among 
the police force,” said Ahmed.

CSI kits will be provided to 17 police 
stations across the country, including two in 
Dhaka. The training on CSI will start after all 
17 kits are available. An initial training on 
CSI has been given to 98 police personnel 
of two model police stations. 

Some 200 constables and sub-
inspectors were trained on law enforce-
ment and implementation, human rights 
and investigations so far.  

In 2003, the government of Bangladesh 
thought of improving the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the police force by 
addressing areas like crime prevention, 
investigation, prosecution, strategic plan-
ning and IT. At the same time UNDP 
approached the government with PRP.

UNDP did a basic analysis on what are 
needed to improve the image of police 

among cross-section of people and then 

started working on PRP.

Officials will be sent to Australian 

Institute of Police Management, Canadian 

Police College, Police Staff College, 

Bramshill, UK and Cambridge, UK for 

training.

Three model police stations are at work 

now and three more will be inaugurated by 

August 2007. A total of 66 police officials of 

the stations were trained in IT related jobs.

Problems that was addressed during the 

training programme were  lack of manage-

rial competence, training and resources, 

low motivation due to low pay scale, poor 

working condition, limited promotion pros-

pects, less participation of women, more 

focus on protocol, inadequate strategy 

planning, people's lack of trust on police 

and police personnel's lack of sensitivity on 

the plight of victims. 

The officials are expecting that if PRP 

can be implemented properly it would 

make police independent from political 

influence, enhance crime prevention 

through community awareness 

PRP can build a good public image of 

police, train them in victim support, and 

make them more responsive to women, 

ch i ldren and vu lnerab le  people .  

Transparency and merit were given impor-

tance in PRP in police recruitment and 

promotion process.  

Cops undergo reform 
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.................................................
...
While work has started on 
building a new footbridge at 
Paribagh, the Dhaka City 
Corporation's (DCC) promise 
for two underpasses at two 
nearby busy spots remains far 
from reality.

A number of fatal accidents 
on the street stretching from 
Shahbagh to the Shahid 
Jahangir Gate of Dhaka 
Cantonment have finally jolted 
the DCC into taking measures 
to construct a foot-over bridge 
at the Paribagh intersection. 
But there is no concrete move 
yet for two underpasses at 
Bangla Motor and Shahbagh. 

Construction of two under-
passes along with the new 
Paribagh foot-over bridge were 
promised by the DCC mayor 
Sadeque Hossain Khoka in the 
wake of public demands follow-
ing the deaths on this street.

Due to the absence of any 
underpass or foot-over bridge, 
thousands of pedestrians are 
compelled to cross the two of 
the busiest intersections in the 
city risking their lives round the 
clock amid heavy traffic flow. 
They have no alternative 
means of crossing the streets 
as rickshaws are prohibited 
from both the intersections.

Several accidents took place 
in the Bangla Motor intersection 
because of which the pedestri-

ans worry a lot about this spot.
“This (Bangla Motor inter-

section) is a very busy spot with 
heavy traffic operating on it 
round the clock every day. 
Crossing the intersection is not 
only risky but also quite irritat-
ing as you have to wait for sev-
eral minutes before you can 
cross the street,” said Rehana 
Sultana, a housewife from 
Maghbazar who routinely visits 
the Hatirpool kitchen market 
every day.

Just like Rehana Sultana, 
this is a common phenomenon 
for thousands of pedestrians 
who have to pass through the 
Bangla Motor intersection 
every day. 

“On my way to drop my 
daughter at her school and on 
the way back home, I have to 
cross the 'troublesome' Bangla 
Motor every day during rush 
hour,” said Israt Jahan, from 
Pallabi.

Similar notions and com-
plaints regarding the issue are 
frequently raised by city dwell-
ers.

“Watching those cars and 
bulky buses racing with each 
other always gives me fright. In 
quite a few occasions I even 
narrowly escaped being hit by 
vehicles,” said Mahabub 
Hossain from Mogbazar.

Yusuf Pasha, assistant 
editor of the Daily Janakantha, 
died in a road accident in the 

Bangla Motor intersection 
earlier last year. He was hit by a 
passenger bus while crossing 
the road in the evening that day.

About three years ago a 
young graduate engineer died 
at the same spot knocked down 
by a bus.

Besides fatal accidents, a 
good deal of minor accidents 
also took place at this very 
intersection that go unnoticed 
and ignored. 

Mahmud Karim, a service 
provider, was speeding across 
the Bangla Motor thoroughfare 
in his two-wheeler earlier last 
week. It was early morning and 
the street was relatively free 
from the rush-hour traffic as 
Karim sped across the street.

Just then, two pedestrians, 
one of whom is an aged woman 
tried to cross the street 
unaware that a speeding two-
wheeler may hit them in a mat-
ter of a few seconds. Having 
seen the two pedestrians, 
Karim slammed the breaks, 
and as he did so, his tires hit a 
crack in the street and his two-
wheeler went down in the street 
with a loud thump.

“It was a sunny morning so I 
could not see them crossing the 
street at the beginning and 
when I hit the brakes I didn't see 
the crack in the street ahead. In 
the end I managed to avoid 
major injuries,” said Karim.

“They should definitely build 

a foot-over bridge or underpass 

in the Bangla Motor intersection 

as accidents can easily happen 

with people haphazardly cross-

ing the streets,” he added.

According to on-duty traffic 

official from the Shahbagh 

intersection, there must be a 

foot  over -br idge a t  the 

Shahbagh and Bangla Motor 

intersection sometime along 

the future as managing the 

pedestrians is not always pos-

sible by the traffic officials.

“Sometimes managing the 

pedestrians becomes just as 

difficult as managing the street 

traffic. Often the pedestrians 

lose patience and attempt to 

cross amid heavy traffic risking 

their lives,” said the on-duty 

traffic sergeant requesting 

anonymity.

“The proposals for the 

underpasses are under the 

examination of the planning 

commission and awaiting final 

approval. The project requires 

thorough examination as it 

involves enormous funding,” 

said Syed Qudrat Ullah, super-

intendent engineer of Traffic 

Engineering Department of 

DCC.

“DCC will start the construc-

tion work of the underpasses as 

soon as the proposals receive 

final approval," he said.

Pedestrians cross road at Paribagh intersection risking their lives while the work on building a footbridge goes at a slow pace.

WORK ON FOOTBRIDGE AT PARIBAGH BEGINS BUT
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