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and Matthew Taylor completed the 
rout from the penalty spot. 

"We can turn it around. I've seen 
the progress and even though I'm 
not happy with losing, we will get it 
right," said Bolton boss Sammy Lee. 

Middlesbrough put two straight 
defeats behind them as they came 
from a goal down to beat Fulham 2-1 
at Craven Cottage, with Boro's new 
striker Mido scoring on his debut. 

Fulham's Brian McBride dislo-
cated his left knee as he scored and 
Hameur Bouazza then dislocated 
his right shoulder. 

A blunder by Cottagers goal-
keeper Tony Warner diverted Mido's 
weak shot in and Boro won it with 
two minutes to go thanks to Lee 
Cattermole's cool finish. 

"As soon as Mido went into the 
dressing room I could see the influ-
ence he was going to have at the 
club," Middlesbrough manager 
Gareth Southgate said. 

England midfielder Kieron Dyer 
made his debut for West Ham after 

completing his transfer from 

Newcastle United. 

But it was the Hammers' Mark 

Noble who stole the limelight with a 

70th minute penalty, the only goal of 

the game. 

"We are a pacy side who have 

got the ability to break and the 

confidence came back when we got 

going," West Ham boss Alan 

Curbishley said. 

Newcastle United have not 

scored at home since February and 

there was no danger of that chang-

ing as the Magpies ground to a 

goalless draw with Aston Villa. 

England striker Michael Owen 

made a welcome return from injury 

in Sam Allardyce's first league 

match at St James's Park as 

Newcastle manager. 

"It could be five or six games 

before you see the sharp end of 

Michael Owen," Allardyce said.

FROM PAGE 20

Giant Czech striker Jan Koller 
scored twice as Monaco beat 
Sochaux 3-0 to register their second 
win in three days and move into 
fourth place. 

Koller, preferred to Frederic 
Piquionne, gave Monaco the lead 
after just a minute when he headed 
in a Francois Modesto corner. 

Jeremy Menez, a former Sochaux 
player, hit the second, and his first of 
the season, in the 57th minute when 
he robbed Maxime Josse on the 
edge of the penalty area to confi-
dently slot the ball home. 

Koller headed in the third for 
Monaco two minutes from the end to 
condemn Sochaux to their second 
home defeat of the season. 
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long-term insurance, and also that I 
can move out when I can' - that is not 
right."

Wenger, though, has no inten-
tions of becoming embroiled in 
anything other than footballing 
affairs.

"I have decided I do not want to 
be involved in that, because it 
creates unneeded disturbances for 
the team," he said.

"For me the most important is 
that the financial situation at the club 
is healthy, and that the future of the 
club is safe.

"After I have a responsibility 
towards the fans and the players, 
who I tell 'we want to do that, this is 
where we want to go'. That is as 
important as all the rest."

The search continues for a 
director of football to assist Wenger, 
currently supported by director Ken 
Friar.

However, the Arsenal manager 
revealed that person "may not be 
involved in the transfer deals" as his 
old ally Dein was.

Wenger takes his men to 
Blackburn tomorrow looking to 
continue their promising start to the 
new campaign, following wins over 
Fulham and, in the Champions 
League qualifier, Sparta Prague.

It is a much-changed scenario 
from what he was feeling 12 months 
ago.

"I was very frustrated because I 
felt we did not have the right commit-
ment," Wenger recalled.

"It [the team] reflects the person-
ality of the manager.

"The manager has to try to be 
faithful to the qualities and traditions 
of the club.

"I would never ask the team to 
kick the ball in the stands.

"But I want the team to be faithful 
to the qualities this club has always 
had - to fight like mad until the last 
second of the game.

"That is why when we do what we 
have done against Fulham and in 
Prague, I feel somewhere I do my 
job well.

"When you feel that the team is 
not committed, I betray my fans."

Wenger added: "I am optimistic. I 
believe in my team.

"But what is most important is 
that I can sit down at the end of the 
season and say with the team 'we 
have done as much as we could'.

"If there is a better team than 
Arsenal, okay, hands up and con-
gratulations - but the worst is that 
you think we could have done 
better."

Spurs strike back

Crisis beckons 

Wenger gambling 
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"In the heat of the moment, things 
are often said which people later 
regret, and tensions were high for 
that game," Ghana-born Asamoah 
told German TV station WDR. 

"But when you hear something 
like that, it makes you really disap-
pointed. 

"He regretted saying it and he 
apologised to me during the game, 
but I don't know why he didn't admit 
it after the match. 

"He should tell the truth." 
In September 2006, monkey 

cries made by supporters of Hansa 
Rostock led to the DFB fining the 
club 20,000 euros.
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international so early in their sea-
sons. 

"We would point out that there's 
an agreement in place ahead of 
competitive games." 

Although McClaren named a 28-
man squad for Wednesday's clash, 
12 of them will not be available for 
Monday's planned training session. 

"We talk about helping England 
and England becoming successful 
but you have got to have a bit of 
help," said McClaren. 

"I don't think going into a friendly 
against Germany with so many of 
our team being involved in big 
games against each other is going 
to help us one little bit. 

"In preparation terms, it probably 
means we will get an hour on 
Tuesday to get ourselves ready for 
the game on Wednesday. 

"It is something I am not happy 
about and I have expressed that 
unhappiness to the Premier League 
fixtures people." 

While the games at Manchester 
City and Liverpool did not necessar-
ily have to be screened on Sunday, 
McClaren recognises TV broad-
casters want top games shown at 
prime times. 

His argument concerns why 
such games were slotted into the 
fixture list at a time of the season 
when they were bound to cause him 
a problem, as it will be McClaren 
rather than the Premier League who 
get the blame from fans if England 
fail this week. 

"I don't know how to resolve the 
issue or know what the answer is," 
said the national coach. 

"You cannot escape the fact TV 
has made our league the best in the 
world. I just know it doesn't help 
England. All we can do is voice our 
opinions and keep hammering at 
the door."
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matched us all the way," said 
Hitzfeld. 

"We needed a solo effort from 
Luca Toni to earn us the penalty that 
gave us the lead. 

"The important thing for me was 
our good defensive organisation. 

"But there's a long way to go yet 
this season, a lot can still happen. 

"You can be very unlucky with 
injuries. There are still plenty of 
question marks." 

Bayern will be looking to make it 
three wins from three games when 
they face Hanover at the Allianz 
Arena next Saturday.

DFB looks 

McClaren

We are team 

IAN CHAPPELL

The entertaining and competitive 
Test series between India and 
England provided much good 
cricket and plenty of food for 
thought. In addition to two evenly 
matched teams, good pitches and 
the swinging ball played their part 
in providing entertaining cricket.

There has been a tendency to 
produce flat pitches in limited-
overs cricket and this may well 
have spilled over into the Test 
arena. However, the three English 
groundsmen for this series pro-
vided ample proof that a good 
cricket wicket, which allows the 
bowlers to compete on even 
terms, is the best ingredient for an 
entertaining match.

The coverage of grass on the 
Lord's pitch was beautifully even 
and provided a good surface for 
both batsmen and bowlers. In 
recent times grass has become a 
five-letter swear word to some 
players. Curators, too, need to be 
encouraged to restrict their shav-
ing to what they do in front of the 
mirror in the morning. The part 
pitches play in maintaining the 
critical balance between bat and 
ball should never be overlooked.

Swing bowlers and wrist spin-
ners are two of the most important 
attacking weapons in the game of 
cricket and both need to be 
encouraged. Mammoth first-
innings totals lead to lop-sided 
contests but the swinging ball 
usually eradicates any such 
blights on the game.

Bouncy pitches are appreci-
ated by every good player, but I'm 
also all for allowing bowlers one 
method of assisting the ball to 
swing, and making that method 
legal while outlawing every other 
form of ball-tampering. The teams 
could provide a list of their pre-

ferred methods of assisting the 
ball to swing and then the ICC 
would decide on the one to be 
legalised.

Ever since Adam Gilchrist hit 
the Test arena and international 
bowlers like a tornado, other 
teams have been trying to repli-
cate his style of middle-order 
mayhem. England in particular 
have eschewed picking the best 
wicketkeepers in an attempt to get 
more runs from the lower order, 
and in doing so the selectors have 
ignored a couple of important 
factors.

Firstly, Gilchrist was always a 
wicketkeeper who just happened 
to also be a very destructive 
batsman. Secondly, an average of 
40 runs from the wicketkeeper 
doesn't compensate for dropping 
catches off players of the calibre 
of Sachin Tendulkar and VVS 
Laxman.

The excuse that Matthew Prior, 
like everyone else, is entitled to a 
bad game overlooks a basic flaw 
in his game: his footwork is negli-
gible and the practice drills he 
uses don't address this issue, 
making it highly unlikely there'll be 
any great improvement in his 
glove work. Once a keeper starts 
to cost a team in the field he 
should lose his Test place, and 
Prior has reached that point.

If England played four bowlers 
and used Paul Collingwood, 
Michael Vaughan and Kevin 
Pietersen to occasionally rest 
them they could bat Andrew 
Flintoff at No. 7 and then lower-
order runs wouldn't be an issue. 
Good selection is about getting 
the  r igh t  comb ina t ion  and  
England won't unearth that team 
while they continue to play poor 
wicketkeepers.

India did well to beat England 
1-0, however they could easily 
have won the Oval Test if they'd 
enforced the follow-on. India were 
without a head coach on the tour 

but there was no shortage of 

advisors when it came time for the 

captain to decide on the follow-on. 

Captaincy by committee never 

works, because the responsibility 

for a poor decision falls squarely 

on the skipper's shoulders any-

way.

The only question Rahul 

Dravid needed to ask at The Oval 

was: "Any injuries among the 

bowlers?" If there were no injuries 

then he should have enforced the 

follow-on, especially if he'd left 

the decision to the moment the 

tenth English first-innings wicket 

fell. By then it would have been 

obvious the overcast conditions 

favoured bowling. If England had 

followed-on, the game would 

have been all but over by the 

fourth evening.

However, being captain of 

India isn't as straightforward as 

leading, say, Australia. If Ricky 

Ponting makes a poor judgment, 

as he did during the 2005 Ashes 

series, his effigy isn't burned in 

the streets or his family threat-

ened. This is why an Australian 

captain is able to challenge his 

team to become better, which 

gives him a considerable advan-

tage over his Indian counterpart.

By the time the two teams meet 

in Australia later this year, India 

will have appointed a new coach, 

meaning there'll be an extra advi-

sor adding to the long list already 

in Dravid's ear. This will make 

India's job of trying to beat 

Australia at home even more 

difficult -- an extremely unpalat-

able thought for such a demand-

ing cricket nation.

(Former Australian captain Ian 

Chappell wrote this article on 

CricInfo website).

Good to watch 

AFP, Sydney 

Australian pace 
spearhead Brett 
Lee says he is 
back to bowling 

at top speed ahead of next month's 
Twenty20 World Cup in South 
Africa.

Lee, 30, had major surgery on 
torn ligaments in his left ankle four 
months ago after missing Australia's 
Wor ld  Cup t r iumph in  the  
Caribbean.

His recovery has been restrained 
but Lee was encouraged by bowling 
at full stretch in a net session at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground last week.

"I'm fit and refreshed and felt I 
could have gone flat-out a month 
ago, but I've had to be patient," Lee 
told The Sunday Telegraph.

"Now I'm back running flat-out 
and felt like I was bowling at full pace 
again.

"As each session has gone on 
I've got quicker and quicker. I'm 
back to bowling where I finished up 

before the injury.
"But I don't want to be like I was 

six months ago, I want to keep 
improving and become a better 
player."

Lee said he was keen to lead 
Australia's attack at the Twenty20 
tournament in the wake of Glenn 
McGrath's retirement from interna-
tional cricket.

Australia's bowling coach Troy 
Cooley said Lee would be up to the 
task, declaring he would be the 
bowler that batsmen feared in the 
big-hitting tournament.

"He's been training the house 
down and he looks good," Cooley 
told the newspaper.

"He slotted straight back into that 
classical action, he had a beautiful 
seam position and was swinging the 
ball away nicely."

Lee has only been training in up 
to six-over blocks and said the 
Twenty20 championship offered 
him the perfect platform for his 
international return.

"It's something I've been looking 

Lee bowling 'flat-out'
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American James Blake stretches to make a forehand return in his semifinal match against Russian Nikolay Davydenko at the Cincinnati Masters on Saturday.  

AFP, Toronto

World number one Justine Henin 
moved a step closer to her 35th 
career title by taking down Chinese 
qualifier Yan Zi 6-3, 6-0 in the semifi-
nals of this 1.34 million dollar 
hardcourt event here on Saturday.

Henin, who is seeking her sixth 
title of the season, will face second 
seed Jelena Jankovic, a 5-7, 6-3, 6-
2 winner over France's Tatiana 
Golovin.

Yan advanced to the semifinals 
the US Open tune-up when ailing 
Wimbledon finalist Marion Bartoli 
retired while trailing in their 
quarterfinal clash.

Henin is playing in her first tour-
nament since losing in the semifi-
nals at Wimbledon against Bartoli.

The 2003 champion of this event, 
Henin is unbeaten in eight sets here 
en route to improving her season 
record to 42-4.

Including four meetings this year, 
Henin owns a 6-0 lead in her career 
series against Jankovic, with five of 
those victories coming in semifinal 

matches. This will mark their first 
meeting in a final.

Still, the Serbian has won a 
career-best four titles this season, 
including the hardcourt tournament 
in Auckland back in January, to 
climb steadily up the rankings.

Playing in her third semifinal of 
the year, Golovin did not make 
things easy for Jankovic in their 
evening match.

Whether it was an uncharacteris-
tic collapse by Jankovic or simply 
solid play on her part, Golovin pulled 
off an improbable first-set victory.

The 19-year-old fell behind, 5-2, 
but stormed back to break the 
world's third-ranked player three 
times en route to winning five 
straight games to close the set.

After losing the first game of the 
second set, Jankovic returned to 
form as she converted 13-of-15 first-
serve points, broke Golovin twice 
and saved both break points she 
faced.

After trading a break point with 
Golovin early in the third set, 
Jankovic rolled to the finish by 
winning the final four games.

Henin storms
into final

forward to for a long time now, and 
I've been given the opportunity with 
Glenn leaving the scene and retiring 
from Test match cricket," he said.

"We're not going into this compe-
tition as favourites -- England and 
South Africa would definitely be 
favourites as far as Twenty20 
cricket is concerned."

Lee has only played in three 
Twenty-20 matches taking one 
wicket for a total of 72 runs.
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Apart from Daren Powell -- who 
registered 92mph on the speed gun 
-- the six-man attack struggled for 
consistency, with even below his 
best. Before Mustard was sent on 
his way, he had laid an aggressive 
platform, showing the strokeplay 
that has got people taking about 
another candidate for England's 
wicketkeeper spot. Chanderpaul 

and Coetzer -- a West Indian and a 
Scotsman -- added 111 in 119 balls 
to put Durham on course for 300-
plus.

Chanderpaul reprised the form 
that brought him 446 runs in the Test 
series and 202 in the three ODIs 
against England. He took on all the 
bowlers, getting the ball rolling 
against Bruce before stepping 
across to Chris Tremlett and clip-

Durham's first crown
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surprise choice of Ariful Islam as 
rightback backfired when Syrian 
captain Meher Al Sayed and Zyad 
Chaabo utilised huge gaps left by 
the Bangladesh makeshift fullback 
to score in the second half and kill 
the game.

Siraji, successor to Hassan Al 
Mamun, was not called by Nayeem 
just because of his short stature as 
the coach believes only in tall 
defenders.

But Ariful, who only played well 
as part of a three-man central 
defence during the domestic sea-
son, looked like a fish out of water in 
his new role.

And he was not anywhere near 
the penalty area when the Syrians 
were exploiting the space.

It was also unexpected to see the 
young Ariful in the starting line-up 
with specialist and senior fullback 
Titu being used in the left side of the 
midfield and second choice 
rightback Mishu being in the bench.

Nayeemuddin, the only sports 
personality to have won the top 
Indian awards as player and coach, 
now must correct his mistakes in his 
first assignment as Bangladesh 
coach if he wants to make history by 
beating Bob Houghton's side.

Bangladesh, who have a poor 
head to head record against India 
with three wins against ten losses, 
have failed to win a single match 
against their archrivals on Indian 
soil in previous five attempts. 

The only time Bangladesh did 
not lose was in 1999 when their 
group match against India in the 
SAFF Championship ended in a 
goalless draw in Margaon.

Nayeem to go

ping a full delivery effortlessly over 
square leg for six. Similar punish-
ment followed for Ervine as 
Chanderpaul swept him into the 
stands and West Indies teammate 
Powell was taken for three fours in 
an over.

Coetzer, who had come into a 
rich vein of form recently, ensured 
Durham built on a positive opening 
stand. He had opted for county over 
country -- he could have been 
playing for Scotland in the recent 
match against India -- and a new 
contract won't be far away after his 
well-paced 61. His front-foot driving 
was especially impressive and 
when he pulled Ervine into the 
Grandstand the innings was about 
to find another gear, but two balls 
later a loose drive was plucked out 
by Warne at extra cover.

Chanderpaul had a century in his 
sights before begin sent back by 
Collingwood while looking for a 
second run. However, with such a 
strong platform Durham could afford 
to cut loose. Collingwood struggled 
for his timing but Benkenstein 
middled everything from the start of 
his 43-ball 61 and sent the final 
three balls of the innings for 6,4,4 as 
34 came off the last two overs. The 
end of their innings and the start of 
Hampshire's sealed the result and 
although they were held up by the 
English summer, nothing could 
deny Durham their triumph. It may 
be their first trophy; it won't be their 
last.

BRIEF SCORES
DURHAM: 312 for 5 in 50 overs 
(Chanderpaul 78, Coetzer 61, 
Powell 2-80)
HAMPSHIRE: 187 all out in 41 
overs (Crawley 68, Gibson 3-24, 
Collingwood 3-33).
Man-of-the-match: Otis Gibson 
(Durham).
Result: Durham won by 125 runs.

Heartbreak for 
Munshiganj 
SPORTS REPORTER

Munshiganj became runners-up in 
the 60th Independence Day Kho 
Kho Competition held in Pondichery 
on Friday.

The Indian national team 
emerged as the champions, after 
they squeaked past Munshiganj 14-
13 in the final.

Munshiganj, which was nomi-
nated by Bangladesh Kho Kho 
Federation for the three-day compe-
tition, is expected to return on the 
night of August 21.

'WC an 
unhealthy 
obsession'
PTI, New Delhi 

Rahul Dravid does not foresee 
himself playing the next World Cup 
and India captain insists India has 
an unhealthy obsession with the 
quadrennial cricketing extrava-
ganza.

"It is probably unlikely that I will 
play another World Cup. I am 
already 34 and by next World Cup, I 
would be 38. The game is getting 
younger and people are coming on. 
You never know what future has in 
store, but you have to be realistic," 
Dravid said.

Always under tremendous 
pressure to perform, Dravid felt the 
cricket-loving public here just goes 
crazy during the World Cup.

"I genuinely believe we have an 
unhealthy obsession with World 
Cup and the build up starts too early 
in India. We should have done 
better with the team we had. I went 
there with a positive set of mind but 
things did not work out." India's 
disastrous Caribbean campaign 
saw his side losing to Bangladesh 
and failing to reach the Super Eight 
stage and Dravid admitted it rankles 
him.

"I knew this was my last World 
Cup and so I was very disap-
pointed," he told CNN-IBN in an 
interview taken in June.

But the disappointment is now a 
matter of the past, claims Dravid.

"After the World Cup I did get 
emotional for a while but you move 
on. I tried to put everything in per-
spective and balance life. (After all), 
there are new challenges and new 
things to do," he said.

"My life did not stop for we could 
not do better in the World Cup. 
Other countries are very good in 
finding the balance, like the 
Australians who never stop in 
raising the bar."
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to a first win of the season long 
before City finally sprang into life.

It took Eriksson's men fully 30 
minutes to manage an effort on goal 
-- a wayward, long range effort from 
Michael Johnson.

But it took just another 60 sec-
onds to register a second attempt -- 
this time from Geovanni -- that fired 
the home side into an unlikely lead.

In a rare moment of fluent attack-
ing play, Didi Hamann linked with 
Elano who picked out his fellow 
Brazilian Geovanni in space 30 
yards out.

And having been given time to 
set his sights by a flat-footed United 
back-four, the former Barcelona 
man drilled an inch-perfect strike 
beyond Edwin van der Sar.

The goal prompted a predictable 
response from United who, after a 
brief spell of control by City, laid 
siege to the home side's goal for the 
whole of the second period without 
properly testing Schmeichel.

Nemanja Vidic sent a bullet 
header crashing against the bar 
three minutes after the interval and 
Tevez somehow flashed the ball 
wide from Ryan Giggs' low cross.

And it was Tevez who wasted 
United's last clear-cut chance when 
he headed wide from just three 
yards deep into added time.

Reds bleed
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expensive tour for us and we could 
have arranged much better tourna-
ment in the subcontinent with much 
less money. The new committee 
was not in a position to rethink about 
the tour but I can assure you that will 
be careful about this kind of tour in 
future," said Latif adding that there 
was no connection with Cricket 
Australia about the visit.

Mir Nawbut Ali, head of market 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  o f  
Grameenphone, also spoke on the 
occasion.

Mehrab talks

India A pip 
hosts
AFP, Nairobi 

Three batsmen including skipper 
Mohammed Kaif scored half centu-
ries against Kenya on Saturday to 
put India A in the final of the triangu-
lar one-day tournament.

Kenyan captain Thomas Odoyo 
was left to rue his decision to allow 
India A to bat first after he won the 
toss as the India A, despite losing an 
early wicket went on to set a big total 
of 280 in their 46 overs.

Paceman Peter Ongondo, who 
took five wickets against Sri Lanka A 
on Thursday, threatened early when 
he removed former India Test star 
Parthiv Patel for one but after that 
the tourists took charge of the 
match.

Kaif, coming in at number three 
combined well with Praveen Kumar, 
hitting a quickfire fire 64 in a 91-run 
second wicket partnership that 
would eventually become the cor-
nerstone to the Indian innings.

Cheteshwar Pujara (67) was 
another batsman to reach a half-
century but it was another Test 
discard, Irfan Pathan, whose explo-
sive 48 off only 24 balls helped put 
the result beyond the Kenyans.

Left-arm spinner Pragyan Ojha 
and fast-bowler Yo Mahesh took 
three wickets each while Kumar 
grabbed two in his all-round perfor-
mance to earn the man of the match 
award.

In reply Kenya, who have failed 
to beat India A in four matches of 
their tour were all out for 200.

Batsman Alex Obanda led the 
Kenyan fightback but fell short of his 
first career half century by four runs 
when he was tricked to a short ball 
and was stumped by Patel off the 
bowling of Ojha on 46.
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