1

I DHAKA MONDAY AuGuUST 20, 2007

CULTURE

culture@thedailystar.net

@he Baily Star

Documentary screening

“Badabon-er Katha’: A tale
of the Sundarbans

ERSHAD KAMOL

HE Sundarbans, the largest

mangrove forest in the world,

lies on the Southwestern
coastal areas of Bangladesh,
forming a seaward fringe of the
delta. The Sundarbans is
intersected by a complex network of
waterways, mudflats and small
islands covered with mangrove
forests, and presents an excellent
example of ongoing ecological
processes. The area is known for its
wide range of fauna. There are
about 334 species of trees and
plants and 450 species of animals in

this forest -- a repository of diversity.
Of these, there are 47 species of
mammals, 270 species of birds, 45
species of reptiles and 200 species
of fish.

A documentary film on the
Sundarbans, titled Badabon-er
Katha, was premiered on August 18
at National Museum Auditorium.
Under the supervision of
Manzarehassin Murad, Moynul
Huda has directed the
documentary. It is a joint venture by
Steps Towards Development and
Rupantor.

The documentary presents the
scenic beauty of the Sundarbans in

Stills from the documentary

different seasons, as well as the
dependency of humans to the forest
for making their living.

Badabon-er Katha begins with
images of spectacular beauty of
the majestic forest. The
documentary features the diverse
lifestyles of people living in the
Sundarbans, including fishermen,
honey collectors and others.
Badabon-er Katha also highlights
some natural and man-made
changes that are fast becoming

threats to the existence of the
Sundarbans.

Prior to the screening of the filma
discussion was held. Professor
Abdullah Abu Sayeed, Dr. Ainun
Nishat (country representative of
The World Conservation Union
Bangladesh), Ranjan Karmokar
(executive director of Steps
Towards Development), Swapan
Guha (CEO of Rupantar), flmmaker
Manzarehassin Murad and director
of Badabon-er Katha, Moynul Huda

spoke atthe event.

Referring to the Sundarbans as
the “only sweet-water mangrove
forest in the world”, Dr. Ainun Nishat
said, “Three points of the forest are
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage
site. However, this rare heritage site
isunderthreat.”

Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed
said, “This documentary will be a
record of the Sundarbans, if ever the
largest mangrove forest in the world
islost.”

Fakir Shohedul Islam: Working towards
a vibrant classical music scene

KARIM WAHEED

“Classical music may not have a
wide audience, as it is an acquired
taste. For artistes however, a sound
base in classical music is a must. It
prepares one's vocals for virtually all
genres,” says Fakir Shohedul Islam.
Shohedul is currently teaching at
BAFA's (Wizeghat) newly formed
'Pure Classical Music' department.
The artisthas had extensive training
and education in classical music.
Shohedul completed his I-Muse
degree from Dhaka Government
Music College in 1991. He did his B-
Muse ('93) from the same institution.
In '96 he completed his Honours in
Classical Music from Rabindra
Bharati University in Kolkata. In '98
the artiste did his M-Muse
(specialising in Khayal) from
Rabindra Bharati. Shohedul also
received a scholarship from Indian
Council for Cultural relations. Earlier
this year, he completed his PhD in
“Study of Classical Music --
Influence of Vishnupur and other
prevailing Styles of Undivided
Bengal” from Rabindra Bharati.
Speaking on his PhD subject,
Shohedul says, “The Vishnupur
Gharana of classical music

Fakir Shohedul Islam performs at a programme

originated in Vishnupur in the
Bankura district of Bengal (now
West Bengal) about 300 years ago.
Vishnupur was essentially a centre
for dhrupad culture. The founding
and expansion of this gharana was
an event of great significance in the
development of musicin Bengal.”
Shohedul trained under Ustad

Yasmin in Dhaka. In India he trained
under Sangeet Acharya Amiyo
Ranjan Bandopadhyay, an
exponent of the Vishnupur
Gharana.

Though for the most part
Shohedul has studied classical
music, he began his foray into the
world of music with Nazrul Sangeet.

Nazrul Sangeet from Chhayanat
and came first in the department in
his final year.

The talented classical music
singer is enlisted in BTV in both
Nazrul Sangeet (since '93) and
Classical Music (since 2001).

Shohedul also likes adhunik
songs by Talat Mahmud and Manna
Dey and is currently working on an
album that includes adhunik songs
written by Dr. Afsar Ahmed.

Going over the current classical
music scene in Bangladesh,
Shohedul says, “As | said earlier,
classical music does not have a
huge audience in our country and
the performances are usually
gharowa jalsa style. | think the
government can take initiatives to
give classical music a boost, like it
has happened in our neighbouring
country. Institutes and schools
should bring about changes in their
teaching methods too.

“For instance, I've noticed at
some schools teachers are using
only harmoniums at classes.
Tanpura if often neglected. Many
schools lack efficient teachers.
Training in classical music has also
become somewhat Dhaka-centric.
There are several exponents of

of the country, including Amaresh
Chowdhury and Ram Kanai Das in
Sylhet and Mihir Lal in Chittagong.
Experiences of these ustads should
be utilised for teaching local
students.”

Son of freedom fighter and social
activist Fakir Abdul Jobbar of
Rajbari, Shohedul says while
growing up he received
encouragement and inspiration
from his parents and aunt.

The artiste has conducted 15-
day training classes on classical
and Bangla songs, arranged by
Shilpakala Academy, in Rangamati
and Sirajganj. Shohedul has also
judged divisional rounds in Dhaka
and Chittagong of Bengal Bikash,
the talent hunt by Bengal
Foundation.

Shohedul aspires to establish
himself as an accomplished artiste
and groom talented newcomers. He
aims to set up an institution like ITC
Sangeet Research Academy in
Dhaka, where students will received
extensive training from gurus.

“Gothhito Hoi Shunney Milai”:
Documentary on Shimul Yousuf

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Young filmmaker Fauzia Khan's
documentary on the virtuoso theatre
actor Shimul Yousuf, Gothhito Hoi
Shunney Milai (I do form to be
deformed) was screened at
Shawkat Osman Auditorium, Public
Library on August 18. The eventwas
held on the occasion of launching
the DVD of the documentary.

The documentary focuses on
Shimul's career as an actor, singer,
music director, dancer,
choreographer and costume
designer as well as her life off stage.

The DVD launch was
inaugurated by acclaimed litterateur
Hasan Azizul Haque. Fauzia Khan
and Shimul Yousuf were also
present at the programme. Two
screenings of the documentary
were held at the event -- at 5:30pm
and 7:30pm. Proceeds from ticket
sales were donated to the flood
victims.

In her speech, the filmmaker
recalled how her point of view about
theatre changed drastically after
watching Shimul Yousuf perform in
a play. Fauzia was so overwhelmed
by the experience that she decided
to record the actor's life on and off
stage. She started working on the

A scene from the documentary

documentary in 2001. Fauzia also
mentioned that generating funds for
a documentary, which does not fulfil
the criterion of the so called
“highlighting developmental
activities”, is a challenge and that
the government should come
forward in this regard.

Shimul Yousuf politely
expressed her gratitude, saying she
is “not that great an artiste that one
has to make a documentary on her”.
She also mentioned the roles of
Dhaka Theatre, acclaimed

playwright Selim Al Din and her
husband director Nasiruddin
Yousuff in shaping her career.
“Selim bhai wrote the plays and
Nasiruddin Yousuff gave me the
opportunity to play some
memorable roles,” she said.

Laser vision is marketing the
48-minute long documentary
produced by Ray vision. The
documentary has English subtitles.

“The Last Lear” to be
at Toronto film fest

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

It is celebration time for
internationally acclaimed Indian
director Rituparno Ghosh and
Bollywood superstar Amitabh
Bachchan. The reason for that is
Ghosh's film in English, The Last
Lear, featuring Bachchan in title role
will be screened at the Toronto
International Film Festival next
month.

The film, based on late actor Utpal
Dutt's Bengali play Aajker
Shahjahan, will have its world premier
at Toronto on September 9 and
Ghosh, Bachchan along with other
members of the cast including Preity
Zinta, Arjun Rampal and Shefali Shah
will be in the Canadian city on the
occasion.

It will be a special moment for
Bachchan who for the first time has
acted in amovie directed by someone
outside the Bollywood rigmarole and

Rituparno Ghosh

thattooin English.

In the movie, Bachchan plays the
role of a failed and ageing
Shakespearean actor. Arjun Rampal,
who essays the role of a filmmaker
from Kolkata, had stayed in the
capital of West Bengal for a few days
just to get a feel of its vibrancy, says
Ghosh.

While Ghosh has worked with

screened

Bollywood stars in his earlier films like
Ajay Devgan and Aishwarya Raiin his
Raincoat, working with Bachchan
was a totally different experience for
him.

“It was absolutely delightful to
work with Amit-da. | had heard about
his thorough professionalism but that
is only a part of the truth. He brings in
so much sincerity and genuineness to
his acting that it's truly an endearing
experience,” gushes Ghosh.

The director is also effusive about
the story. “Utpal Dutt's play,” he
claims, “combines the theatre and
cinema beautifully”.

The director does not agree that
the audience for The Last Lear could
be restricted because of it being in
English. “Actually, we have used the
language the way we Indians speak.
So, the film has the potentialtogoto a
largeraudience,” he insists.

Phul Muhammad and Nilufar He completed a five-year course in classical music in different regions
lg
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