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BSS, Dhaka

Bangladesh made remarkable 
progress in its relations with mem-
bers of international community 
since the caretaker government 
(CG) took office in January.

After the takeover, the govern-
ment had to apprise the members of 
international community of the 
situation under which the state of 
emergency was declared, foreign 
ministry sources said.

The CG won support of the inter-
national community in the task of 
holding free, fair and credible elec-
tions, eradication of muscle and 
money power from electoral process 
and the fight against corruption, they 
added.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs also 
addressed some of the concerns of 
some countries in areas of human 
rights, due process of law and election 
schedule through constant engage-
ments with members of the interna-
tional community.

Steps taken towards separation 
of judiciary, progress in formation of 
N a t i o n a l  H u m a n  R i g h t s  
Commission, accession to the UN 
Convent ion against  Nuc lear  
Terrorism, strengthening of the 
independent  Ant i -Cor rup t ion  
Commission (ACC), and reforms in 
Election Commission and Public 

Service Commission (PSC) have 
been widely acclaimed by different 
countries.

They said substantial progress 
has been made in improving rela-
tions with Saarc member countries.

The sources said intensification 
of engagements with Myanmar 
needs special mention as an 
achievement of diplomatic efforts of 
the present CG. An MoU has been 
signed for establishment of direct 
road link between the two countries 
by connecting Bowlibazar in 
M y a n m a r  w i t h  G u n d u m  i n  
Bangladesh.

The construction of the road would 
lead to connectivity with Kunming in China 
and also with Thailand in the near future, 
they added.

A decision in principle has been 
taken for contract farming in the 
Rakhain state of Myanmar to pro-
duce agricultural products for 
Bangladeshi markets.

Foreign Affairs Adviser Iftekhar 
Ahmed Chowdhury visited Myanmar 
and the construction minister from 
Yangon had visited Dhaka recently to 
promote better ties between the two 
countries. Foreign office consultation 
between foreign secretaries of the 
two close neighbours also took place 
in the city which is seen as a good 
progress in improving bilateral ties.

The sources said the resumption 

of manpower export to Malaysia 
after a span of ten years is seen as 
another big diplomatic achievement 
of the CG. So far about 1.3 lakh 
Bangladeshis found employment 
there. An MoU was signed with 
South Korea which would enable a 
sizeable number of Bangladeshi 
workers to find well paid jobs under 
Employment Permit System (EPS), 
the sources added.

The first ever visit by a Bahrain 
dignitary took place when minister of 
state for foreign affairs of Bahrain 
visited Dhaka. His visit laid the 
foundation for greater trading rela-
tions between the gulf countries and 
Bangladesh.

The labour minister of the UAE, 
who had been to Dhaka, has agreed 
in principle to recruit more workers 
from Bangladesh. About half a million 
Bangladeshis are working in the oil 
rich country and more people would 
continue to find jobs in the UAE, 
officials said.

The longstanding issue of exploi-
tation of camel jockeys has also been 
resolved and the victims are being 
compensated by the UAE govern-
ment, they recalled.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed 
also held useful bilateral meetings 
with the leaders from Saarc countries 
at the Saarc Summit.

On the sidelines of the summit, 

Fakhruddin and Indian Prime 
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh 
underlined the need for activating 
the existing bilateral mechanisms 
for resolving the outstanding issues 
between Dhaka and New Delhi.

Acting Foreign Secretary Touhid 
Hossain said following their direc-
tives, initiatives have been taken in 
a number of areas. The foreign 
office consultation between the two 
countries took place in Dhaka, he 
said and added a home secretary 
level meeting discussed border 
issues and security concerns.

B e s i d e s ,  h e  s a i d  J o i n t  
Committee of Experts (JCE) on 
water issues also met early this 
month. He said steps are being 
taken to reduce the trade gap 
between the two countries.

Bangladesh also participated in 
the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 
ministerial meeting for the first time 
in Manila. Bangladesh signed the 
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation 
with ASEAN countries during the 
meeting. The signing of the treaty is 
also seen as a success of 
Bangladesh in its diplomatic rela-
tions.

‘Remarkable success in foreign relations’

Tk 36cr 
Japanese grant 
for 
portable 
steel bridges
Under an agreement signed in 
Dhaka yesterday, Japan will provide 
Bangladesh with a grant aid worth 
611 million yen (approximately Tk 
36 crore) for portable steel bridges 
in rural areas, says a press release.

Ambassador of Japan to 
Bangladesh Masayuki Inoue and 
Secretary of Economic Relations 
Division Md Aminul Islam Bhuiyan 
signed the Exchange of Notes on 
behalf of their respective govern-
ments.

Under the exchange of notes, the 
Government of Japan will provide 
the Government of Bangladesh with 
the grant assistance for a project to 
provide portable steel bridges which 
will be installed by the Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  E n g i n e e r i n g  
Department (LGED).

Under the project, 26 dilapidated 
bridges will be renovated improving 
greatly the transportation networks 
in rural areas of 11 districts. 

The LGED will also install porta-
ble steel bridges in crucial locations 
on major rural roads where existing 
water channels are critically imped-
ing the road traffic of goods and 
people. 

It is expected that this project will 
greatly improve the rural economies 
in the country.

At the signing ceremony, 
Masayuki Inoue said this grant 
would greatly contribute to improv-
ing transportation network in rural 
areas which is one of the high priori-
t ies in reducing poverty in 
Bangladesh.

Since 1994, the Government of 
Japan has supplied 296 portable 
steel bridges to Bangladesh.

STAR REPORT

At least seven people were killed 
and 30 others injured in separate 
road accidents in Brahmanbaria 
and Narayanganj yesterday. 

UNB f rom Brahmanbar ia  
reports: Three people were killed 
and 30 others injured when a bus 
plunged into a roadside ditch in 
Ashuganj upazila on Dhaka-Sylhet 
highway yesterday.

Quoting witnesses, police said 
the Dhaka-bound bus from Sylhet 
veered off the road at Kamaura bus 
station after hitting a stationary 
truck at about 11.45pm, leaving 
one dead on the spot.

Two others succumbed to their 
injuries on the way to Sadar 
Hospital. The deceased could not 
be identified immediately.

Eight of the injured were admit-
ted to the hospital.

Narayanganj 
Our  co r responden t  f rom 

Narayanganj adds: Four people 
were killed in two separate road 

accidents at Fatullah and Rupganj.
They were identified as Abdur 

Rab, 45, his wife Selina Akter, 30, 
A b d u l  K u d d u s ,  3 2 ,  a  
rickshawpuller, and Mosammat 
Banu, 45. 

Abdur Rab and his wife were 
run over by a passenger bus at 
Aliganj bus stoppage while they 
were returning from their relative's 
house at Postogola in a rickshaw at 
around 10:00pm on Tuesday.

They died on the spot while 
Kuddus died on the way to hospi-
tal.

Relatives of the deceased and 
local people ransacked several 
passenger buses before police 
brought the situation under control. 

Mosammat Banu was knocked 
down by a passenger bus near 
Aukhabo Harvest factory on 
Dhaka-Sylhet highway in Rupganj 
at around 8:00am yesterday. 

The bodies of the four were sent 
to Narayanganj General Hospital 
Morgue.

Road accidents kill 7

Country Head of Bank Al Falah Ltd. Majedur Rahman and GM (Marketing & 
Sales) of Warid Telecom Naveed Saeed distribute relief among flood-affected 
people at Dhekuria Bazar under Kazipur Upazila in Sirajganj on August 13.

Members of Dhanmondi Ladies Club distributes relief among the flood-
affected people at Khalapara in Demra on August 13.

Cultural personality Ramendu Majumder distributes relief on behalf of 
Sammilita Sangskritik Jote among the flood-affected people in Daser Kandi 
area in Demra yesterday. 

Masayuki Inoue, ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh, and Aminul Islam Bhuiyan, ERD secretary, sign Exchange of 
Notes regarding 611 million yen (approximately Tk 36 crore) Japanese grant assistance for portable steel bridges in 
rural areas.

PHOTO: STAR 

Commuters holding umbrellas wait in a queue for buses at South Basabo as the city experienced intermittent rain yesterday.

AFP, Sydney    

Australia has agreed to sell ura-
nium to India for use in nuclear 
power plants even though New 
Delhi has not signed the Non-
Proliferation Treaty on atomic 
weapons, local media reported 
yesterday. 

A condition of the deal would be 
that inspectors would be allowed to 
check the chain of supply of the 
nuclear fuel to ensure none was 
siphoned off into weapons 
programmes, The Australian 
newspaper said. 

The national security committee 
of the federal cabinet reportedly 
made the decision late Tuesday 
but it would not be announced until 
Prime Minister John Howard had 
advised his Indian counterpart 
Manmohan Singh. 

Australia has the world's largest 
known reserves of uranium and the 
move would mark a major change 
in its policy of refusing to sell the 
nuclear fuel to countries that have 
not signed the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). 

Howard's government, a strong 
supporter of US President George 

W Bush's administration, had 
signalled a break with the policy 
after New Delhi finalised a land-
mark civilian nuclear deal with the 
US last month. 

The deal would allow India to 
buy civilian nuclear technology 
while possessing nuclear weap-
ons, making it an exception under 
the NPT. 

Bush and Singh discussed the 
agreement by telephone on 
Tuesday, the White House said, as 
officials looked for ways to over-
come stiff opposition in the US 
Congress to the pact, which Bush 
sees as a key foreign policy victory. 

Australia, meanwhile, has been 
under pressure to sell uranium to 
India since agreeing last year to 
supply rival Asian giant China. 

India and China already have 
nuclear weapons but Beijing has 
signed the NPT while New Delhi 
has not. 

Both countries say they want 
Australia's uranium simply to fuel 
nuclear power stations to meet the 
soaring demand for electricity from 
their booming economies. 

But the main Australian opposi-
tion party, which is tipped by opin-

ion polls to oust Howard's govern-
ment in elections this year, has 
condemned any deal with India. 

The decision to bypass the NPT 
would send the wrong message to 
the international community, Labor 
Party leader Kevin Rudd told 
reporters. 

"It is a very bad development 
indeed when we have the possibil-
ity of the government of Australia 
s tepping outs ide the non-
proliferation treaty, saying it's okay 
to sell uranium to a country which 
isn't a signatory to the NPT." 

The leader of the Australian 
Greens, Senator Bob Brown, said 
the decision would contribute to 
nuclear tensions between India 
and Pakistan and the spread of 
nuclear weapons around the 
world. 

"It will also promote the building 
of nuclear weapons and rockets by 
Pakistan and across the border 
we're giving uranium to China and 
to Russia," he said. 

Pakistan, already a nuclear 
weapons power, has already 
indicated that it could also press for 
Australian uranium if the deal with 
India goes ahead. 

Australia to sell uranium to India

AFP, Srinagar    

A separatist-led strike yesterday 
paralysed life in revolt-hit Kashmir 
on India's Independence Day, police 
said, as troops deployed against 
rebel attacks. 

The strike, sponsored by the 
state's separatist political alliance, 
cleared the streets of the summer 
capital Srinagar and shut all shops 
and businesses. 

The picture was the same in 
other Muslim-dominated towns of 
Kashmir, but life was normal in 
Jammu, the Hindu-majority winter 
capital, residents told AFP. 

Kashmiri militants and separat-
ists observe India's national cele-
bration as a "black day." 

Britain's August 1947 withdrawal 
from the subcontinent led to the 
partition of India, the birth of 
Pakistan and the division of Kashmir 
between them. 

Separatists favour Kashmir's 

merger with Pakistan or its inde-
pendence. 

"The strike is to convey to the 
world that Kashmiris want the right 
to self-determination," separatist 
leader Syed Ali Geelani told AFP. 

Indian troops patrolled the empty 
streets of Srinagar, frisking occa-
sional passersby. 

"We are on a high state of alert," 
senior police officer Farooq Ahmed 
said as thousands of school chil-
dren, residents and troops took part 
in celebrations at a tightly guarded 
football stadium in Srinagar. 

Islamic militants opposing New 
Delhi's rule in Indian Kashmir rou-
tinely step up attacks on important 
Indian holidays. 

Kashmir Chief Minister Ghulam 
Nabi Azad took the parade salute 
and watched the celebrations that 
included Bollywood-style song-and-
dance routines by nearly 2,500 
students from across Kashmir. 

In his speech from behind a 

bullet-proof screen, Azad urged 
militants to shun violence "for peace 
and prosperity" in the scenic 
Himalayan state which used to be a 
tourist Mecca before the insurgency 
erupted. 

"I appeal to youth with guns to 
shun violence and adopt the path of 
reconciliation and negotiations," he 
said. 

The celebrations came as vio-
lence has dipped in recent years 
amid moves by nuclear-armed India 
and Pakistan to ease tensions over 
the Himalayan territory which has 
triggered two of their three wars. 

Police said troops shot dead two 
suspected militants late Tuesday in 
northern Bandipora town, where 
rebels exploded a grenade the 
previous day  outside a venue for the 
town's Independence Day party. 

The blast killed three people and 
wounded 19. 

Strike, celebrations mark India's 
Independence Day in Kashmir

Pak tribal chiefs 
threatened over 
Kabul talks
 AFP, Khar

Pakistani tribal elders have been 
threatened with reprisals for attend-
ing last week's talks in Kabul aimed 
at ending support for Al-Qaeda and 
Taliban militants, officials said 
yesterday. 

The landmark tribal council or 
jirga, involving tribes from both 
sides of the volatile Afghanistan-
Pakistan border, pledged to elimi-
nate terrorist sanctuaries in their 
respective tribal regions. 

But an anonymous letter sent to 
elders in the Bajaur tribal area 
threatened unspecified "action" 
against them for taking part. 

"Your participation at the jirga 
was not a good decision," officials 
quoted the letter as saying. "Action 
will be taken against you," it warned. 

Local security official Adalat 
Khan said at least four tribal elders 
in a remote town in the region had 
received the warnings.

Australian Foreign Minister 
Alexander Downer said the fact 
that India already had nuclear 
weapons meant there was no 
risk uranium exports would 
contribute to nuclear prolifera-
tion. 

"I think the reverse in fact is the 
case -- that the more you can get 
the India civil nuclear programme 
under UN inspections and under 
t h e  U N  p r o t o c o l s  o f  t h e  
International Atomic Energy 
Agency the better," he told ABC 
television. 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

More organisations yesterday 
donated to government's relief fund 
and distributed relief materials to 
flood-hit people across the country.

Dhaka Club Limited donated Tk 
10 lakh to the relief fund of the chief 
a d v i s e r ,  w h i l e  M e t r o N e t  
Bangladesh Limited donated one-
day salary of its employees to 
Sirajganj District Commissioner for 
flood victims.

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) 
also donated one-day salary of its 
employees to the relief fund of the 
chief adviser. 

The CPD also distributed relief 
materials at Sirajganj sadar upazila,  
Manikganj upazila and Alenga union 
in Tangail.

As it did in 2004, the CPD is also 
observing the flood situation in the 
country and has already organised 
a meeting of the experts and sent 
the recommendations to the gov-
ernment.

Meanwhile, Communist Party 
of  Bangladesh, Bangladesh 
Students Union, Sangskrit ik 
Union, Sammilita Sangskritik 
Jote, Bangladesher Samajtantrik 

Dal, Charon Sangskritik Kendra, 

J a t i y a  S a m a j t a n t r i k  D a l ,  

Bang ladesh  Scou ts  Dhaka  

M e t r o p o l i t a n ,  B a n g l a d e s h  

Chhatra League, Bangladesh 

J u b o  M a h i l a  L e a g u e ,  

Ganasanghat i  Andolon and 

Dhanmondi Ladies Club also 

continued their relief operations 

at different places across the 

country.

Besides, Bonya Tran Nagorik 

S a m a n n a y  C o m m i t t e e ,  

Consumers '  Assoc ia t ion  o f  

B a n g l a d e s h ,  B a n g l a d e s h  

C o u n c i l  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  

Industrial Research, Bangladesh 

Private Medical Practitioners 

Association and Sylhet Division 

Development Action Council and 

Aligarh Old Boys' Association of 

Bangladesh also distributed dry 

food, saline, water purification 

tablets and other relief materials. 

LGRD Adviser Anwarul Ikbal 

distributed cooked food among the 

1600 flood-hit people who have 

taken shelters at different schools in 

the city.

 
Relief distribution 
continues

PHOTO: STAR 

Visitors at an exhibition of photographs depicting the life of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Liberation War Museum organised the exhibition that 
began at its auditorium in the city yesterday. 
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