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250 'aggyan parties’ active!

Awareness about these ‘creative’ gangs and their hotspots a must to fight
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back the rising crime, says a top detective

RAIHAN SABUKTAGIN

Beware! the small mistake of
drinking or eating anything
offered to you by an unknown
person could make you a prey of
the “aggyan party”, cautioned
Masudur Rahman, additional
deputy commissioner of detective
branch of police.

Aggyan parties, thus named
because of their practice of rob-
bing their victims by drugging
them into unconsciousness, have
recently become very active in the
city.

Detective Branch of police
(DB) claimed that including the
pioneer of "the specific" crime, DB
has arrested at least 50 members
of such gangs within the last one
month.

Regarding the measures to
fight back against this crime in the
city, the top detective said that
detective branch has designated
teams working specially on the
issue of the aggyan parties since
the first week of June. The teams
are collecting information and
trapping the gang members.

Masudur said that the aggyan
parties are really hard to handle
as they use unusual ideas and
sedatives as weapons, instead of
conventional arms, for robbing
someone.

“DB is cleaning the gangs out
from the city, but | will always say
that building awareness among
people about the risks of drinking
or eating anything while accom-
panying an unknown person is the
most effective way to handle
aggyan party,” he said. Electronic
and print media should play a role
onthatissue, he added.

The aggyan parties are mainly
active at inter-district and intercity
transport terminals, as well as at
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People coming from outside the capital often fall prey to 'aggyan parties' at bus,

launch, railway terminals.

other crowed points of the city,
though day-by-day they are
extending theirrange.

They first target a person and
then with trickery use sedative on
the target. The gangs mix seven
to eight Lorazepam, a very strong
sedative tablet imported from
Pakistan, in tea, water, biscuits or
other foods, including coconut
water, and serve itto their targets.

Sometime disguised as street
vendors, the gang members sell
these foods and drinks to their
targets. Sometimes, they befriend
fellow passengers on the public

transports and offer them
drugged food. “The gangs always
show innovativeness in their
tricks,” said another field level
official of the detective branch.

Police often find it difficult to
catch the members of such gangs
with evidence, as powdered
sedatives, which are the tools of
their trade, can be hidden or
thrown away quite easily.

Passengers, taxicab and CNG
auto-rickshaw drivers, and rick-
shaw-pullers are usually the
prime targets of the gangs.

Zia International Airport (ZIA)

has also become a hotspot for the
aggyan parties. People of the
working class, particularly the
ones returning home from
abroad, often become the victims
ofthe gangs.

On Tuesday, an aggyan party
gang took goods worth Tk10,000
from house number 114 at
Dokhingao under Sabujbagh
area.

Hosne Ara, owner of the
house, informed that on the day of
the robbery, a young man who
named himself as Sumon came
and asked the house owner about

his friend Bithi. On learning that
no one called Bithi lived at the
house, Sumon told the house
owner that Bithi had provided him
this address. He said that he had
brought some food and fruits for
Bithi, but as she was not to be
found there, he would be happy to
share them with the house owner.

Hosne Ara was pleased by his
cordial attitude and she offered
him tea along with the food he had
brought. Other family members
also ate those food and fruits and
fell into unconsciousness. Sumon
was able to do his business
smoothly.

DB claims to have arrested
“the pioneer” of “Aggyan Party”
recently. The man named Pundit
ostensibly narrated to the law
enforcers how he formed his gang
25 years ago and the way he used
torunits activities.

Pundit told the police that he
started in 1981-82 with six mem-
bers. A few years after its incep-
tion, he got arrested and his
followers split into separate
gangs. Since then the activities
and number of the gangs have
been spreading. Now there are
such gangs even outside the
capital.

According to estimates of the
DB police, there are approxi-
mately 250 aggyan parties oper-
ating in different areas of the city.
Referring to an aggyan party's
recent murder of Atiar Rahman,
an officer of National Security
Intelligence (NSI), a police
inspector of Tejgaon police station
said, “No one is safe from these
criminals, even the trained cops.”
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A girl, caught in a shower on her way to school, speeds up as she had no scope for a shelter. The
city dwellers are experiencing bouts of rain and sun as a part of the monsoon.

Commuters suffer as link road plan gathers dust
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Vehicles stuck in a tailback in front of Jahangir Gate of Dhaka Cantonment.

RIZANUZZAMAN LASKAR

Thousands of commuters trav-
elling along the old Airport Road
via the Chief Adviser's Office are
unlikely to see an early end to
their sufferings as the proposal
foralink road is gathering dust.

Considering the immense
agony of commuters, construc-
tion of a road linking the old
Airport Road near the Jahangir
Gate and Rokeya Sarani was
given high priorities in the sec-
ond phase of Dhaka Urban
Transport Project. However, the
project is yet to receive final
government approval, said
Dhaka Transport Coordination
Board (DTCB) sources.

Although a tunnel was pro-
posed initially to connect the
Airport Road at Jahangir Gate
point with Rokeya Sarani, recent
discussions suggested a regular
road due to fund and time con-
straints.

"The proposal was sent to
communications ministry in

2005. It is now waiting for
approval of Planning
Commission," said an official at
DTCB requesting anonymity.

"The new road is necessary
to improve the infrastructure of
transportation system in the
city," added the official.

While the government is
sitting on the link road project
proposal, thousands of helpless
commuters are being compelled
to put up with hours of exhaust-
ing tailbacks on Airport Road
near the Chief Adviser's Office.

The situation in the area got
worse after the Mohakhali "fly-
over" was completed ignoring
multidirectional heavy traffic
crossing through the intersec-
tion. The "flyover" barely works
as a level crossing above the
Mohakhali rail crossing as vehi-
cles "flying" over it suddenly
lands on bottlenecks created on
both ends of it.

As a result, commuters from
north and north-eastern parts of
the city -- especially from

en route to Dhanmondi, Mirpur,
Farmgate, Shahbagh or
Azimpur have to go through the
exasperating and fatiguing
experience everyday near the
Jahangir Gate of Dhaka
Cantonment.

"It takes over half an hour to
pass this spot even under usual
traffic conditions," said Daiyaan
Chowdhury from Uttara.

"Traffic situation on both
ends of the flyover is usually
horrible. It's a disaster -- thanks
to lack of foresight on part of
our traffic planners," he added.

"After the opening of
Mohakhali flyover, everybody
expected a relief from the
never-ending traffic jam in the
Mohakhali and Jahangir Gate
area. But instead, the traffic
congestion problem has now
extended upto Bijoy Sarani --
especially during the morning
and evening office hours," said
Zahir Hyder, a service provider
at Farmgate.

"Although it is said that the

working on for a solution to the
problem, | do not see any
noticeable result," added
Hyder.

To ease traffic congestion in
the region, schemes were
taken by authorities to build a
couple of new roads. The first
one was supposed to be on the
southern edge of Sonargaon
Hotel. The other road was
supposed to link Bijoy Sarani
and Tejgaon Industrial area
through the site of controversial
Rangs Bhaban.

Since none of these roads
were constructed as intended,
city dwellers now speculate
that the Jahangir Gate link road
might end up turning into yet
another project put on ice by
the authorities.

"Even though a link road
connecting Mirpur with the
Airport Road is desperately
needed, | suppose it [the pro-
ject] would end up being
cancelled in the end," said
Commodore (Retd) AMA

"This road would be vital to
the transport infrastructure of
the area as it would divert traffic
from the Airport Road and
reduce congestion in front of
the Chief Adviser's Office," he
added.

However, DTCB officials
could not give any satisfactory
answer as to when the Jahangir
Gate link road project would
receive final government
approval.

"Since the construction of
the link road would involve
cooperation from a number of
authorities including the army
and the air force, | do not see
the matter being resolved in the

near future," said Sultan Uddin

Gulshan, Banani and Uttara -- departments concerned are

Rashid from Uttara.

Ahmed, director of DTCB.

Square Hospitals Ltd

Emergency: 8144466, 8144477,
8144488, 01713377773,
01714477774, 01713377775. Fax:
880-2-9118921

Telephone: 8141522, 8142431,
8144400, 8142333, 8159457,
8129334, 01713141447.

Web: www.squarehospital.com
Email: info@squarehospital.com

Ahsania Mission Cancer & General
Hospital
9008919, 8051618

Apollo Hospitals Dhaka
9891680-4, 01713046684/85
Emergency no. 9896623, 0171409000

Bangladesh Medical College &
Hospital
9118202, 8115843

Central Hospital
9660015-19,

China Bangla Hospital (JV) Ltd
8913674

Dhaka Medical College Hospital
8626812-16

health,busservices,airlines&traintiming

Gana Shasthyo Kendra
8617208, 8617383, 8620178,

Greenland Hospital
8912663

Gulshan Mother & Child Clinic
8822738, 8812992

Holy Family Hospital
8311721-25

Islami Bank Hospital
9333739

Japan Bangladesh Friendship
Hospital
8828855, 8827575

Labaid Cardiac Hospital
8610793-8

Marie Stopes Clinic
8821874

Medinova Medical Services Ltd
8620353,

Monowara Hospital
8318135, 8319802

Pangu Hospital
9112150, 9113041

PG Hospital (BSMMU)
9614545-9, 9612550-4

Rashmono General Hospital
8317606, 9557354, 8317819
Ratan's Dental Clinic
9111090

Salimullah Medical College Hospital
7319002-6

Samorita Hospital Ltd
9131901

Shahid Suhrawardy Hospital
9122560-78

Shishu Hospital
8116061-2, 9119119

United Hospital
8836444, 0194001234

BLOOD BANK

Bangladesh Red Crescent Blood
Bank
9116563

Modern Clinic & Blood Center
9883948

Sandhani, Dhaka Medical College
9668690

OSPITALS & CLINICS BUS SERVICES

Drooti
8014563

Eagle Paribahan
7101504

Green Line Paribahan
9339623, 9342580, 8353005

Hanif Enterprise
9120116

Keya Paribahan
7101894, 7101250, 9121280

Modern Enterprise
9123743

Neptune A/C Coach Service
7101945, 7101951, 9123092

Shohag Paribahan (Pvt) Ltd
9334152, 8316766, 8126293

Shoukhin Paribahan
8014397, 9001796

Silk Line
7102461

Shyamoli Paribahan
9333803

AIRLINES IBRARY & INFO-

lines Druk Air

Aeroflot 9862243, 9892862,
9559930, 9559111, Fax: 9563787 Emirates

Air India 9892801, 9885574-75
8617783, 8611929, Fax: 9670591 GMG Airlines

8825845-9, Airport Office:
8960404,8915699, Fax: 8826115

Gulf Air
9130123-5, Airport Office: 8914573

Indian Airlines Ltd
9555915, 9557813,
Kuwait Airways
9115182, 9118829

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
8917400-19 9560151, 9559610
Airport Office: 8917400, Fax:8913005

British Airways
8815111, Fax: 8815346,

Cathay Pacific
9557117, Fax: 9562667

Subarna Express Leaves Dhaka at 4:30 pm
Mahanagar Prabhati Leaves Dhaka at 7-30 am
Mahanagar Godhuli Leaves Dhaka at 3-15 pm
Turna Leaves Dhaka at 11-00 pm

Leaves Dhaka at 6-40 am
Leaves Dhaka at 12-45 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 9-45 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 7-00 am
Leaves Dhaka at 5-00 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 8-00 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 9-20 pm

Parabat Express
Joyantika Express
Upaban Express
Tista Express
Ekata Express
Upakul Express
Agnibeena Express

Malaysia Airlines
9888211-20

Airport Office: 8916953, Fax: 9890478

PIA

9349293-5, Fax: 9345300
Singapore Airlines
8811504-7, 9883259

Airport Office: 8911928, Fax: 8811503

Thai Airways
8314711-18, 8914343

Virgin Atlantic Airways
8816324-5, Fax: 9896481

Reaches Chittagong at 10:35 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 1-55 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 10-55 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 6-40 am
Reaches Sylhet at 2-30 pm
Reaches Sylhet at 9-20 pm
Reaches Sylhet at 6-40 am
Reaches Bahadurabad at 1-05 pm
Reaches Bahadurabad at 11-15
Reaches Noakhali at 5-00 am
Reaches Jagannath at 2-30 pm

Libraries, Cultural and

Information Centers
Central Public Library- 8626001-4,
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673
Bangla Academy- 8619550
Islamic Foundation- 9550280,
9556407

Nazrul Institute- 9114602

Ford Foundation- 8116133
Alliance Francaise- 8611557
Information Resource Center, The
American Center - 8813440-4,
9886395-9

British Council- 8618867-8,
8618905-7

Community Development Library-
8113769, 8113604

Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka-
9126525-6

Indian Information Centre &
Cultural Library- 8850141-2
The Russian Cultural Centre-
9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125,
8112954, 8123412

Press Institute of Bangladesh
(PIB) 9330081-4
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