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Fajr                  4-25          5-00
Zohr                12-45 1-15
Asr 4-45 5-00
Maghrib 6-38 6-41 
Esha 8-00 8-30

Source: Islamic Foundation

Azan

August 15

Prayer Timing

Jamaat

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed visits a voter registration centre in Rajshahi yesterday.
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ICDDR,B continues to be crammed with diarrhoea patients as floodwater is receding. About 800 patients were admit-
ted yesterday.
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SHARIFUL ISLAM

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) 
are expected to enter the digital era 
of traffic management and crime 
control within a year by setting up a 
unified control room that will bring 
the whole city under surveillance.

Under this "command, control and 
communications systems" (C3S), 
155 sophisticated surveillance 
cameras will be installed at 59 points 
in the capital including its nine 
entrances and exits. The cameras 
will cover the whole metropolis and 
be linked to the C3S control room 
through microwave links.

Police officials involved with the 
project said the system will provide 
a centralised command-and-control 
system with a new fully digital 
mobile radio communications 
system of the Tetra (terrestrial trunk 
radio) communication standard. It 

will facilitate the law enforcers with 
automatic vehicle location (AVL) 
system with geographical informa-
tion system (GIS).

DMP Commissioner Naim 
Ahmed recently told The Daily Star 
that the modern facilities will bring 
about significant changes in traffic 
management and crime control. 
The whole picture of the city could 
be seen sitting in the control room, 
he added.

Police officials said a four-storey 
building on a 15-storey foundation 
has already been built for the C3S 
control room on Abdul Gani Road in 
the city under the government-
funded project worth Tk 64 crore.

The whole compound on 4.82 
acres of land will also have a 90-
metre tall tower, two police barracks 
and a parade ground. The control 
room will feature other facilities and 
will require 30 trained people to run 

it.
Under the project, electronic 

signboards for displaying traffic 
information will be set up at 31 
points so that people can take 
alternative routes.

The C3S control room will be 
able to track down if a vehicle drives 
away after an incident and will send 
continuous information to police 
patrol teams about the vehicle's 
position. The GIS will help the 
control room locate a police team or 
a patrol vehicle.

Thus, it will be possible to order 
the nearest patrol team to rush to 
the place of occurrence with 100 
percent secrecy through the digital 
radio communications system, 
police officials said, adding that 
there will also be option for video 
recording.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

RU CORRESPONDENT

Indigenous people in Rajshahi 
yesterday demanded constitutional 
recognition of their rights and intro-
duction of their mother languages in 
primary education to increase 
literacy rate.

They alleged that earlier govern-
ments did not take any effort for their 
sustainable development rather 
their lands have been grabbed, 
languages neglected and culture 
denigrated.

Indigenous people were speak-
ing at a discussion jointly organised 
by about 80 NGOs working for 
indigenous peoples' right to mark 

the International Indigenous 
Peoples' Day in Rajshahi. 

They also submitted a memoran-
dum that includes a 17-point 
demand to the chief of the caretaker 
government through Rajshahi 
deputy commissioner.

During the discussion, the 
speakers said though they made 
serious sacrifices in the Liberation 
War, indigenous people are yet to 
get constitutional recognition. 

Their life and culture were also 
not projected in the textbooks 
properly, they alleged. 

The speakers demanded inclu-
sion of indigenous writers or 
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AFP, Baghdad

US and Iraqi troops launched mas-
sive raids across Iraq yesterday as 
part of a sweeping operation to rein 
in militants ahead of the start of the 
holy month of Ramadan, the US 
military said. 

Four suspected Shia militants 
were killed in a raid on Baghdad's 
volatile slum of Sadr City while 
dozens of others were arrested 
during crackdowns in other parts of 
the country, it said. 

Insurgent attacks continued, 
however, with at least 15 people, 
including the pregnant wife of a 
police chief being killed Tuesday in a 
string of bombings and shootings 
across the country, while another 
five American soldiers were 
reported killed. 

US military leaders have said the 
aim of Operation Phantom Strike, 
launched on Monday and backed by 
tens of thousands of soldiers, is to 
disrupt Shia extremist networks and 
insurgents affiliated to al-Qaeda, 
which the Americans blame for most 
of the violence besieging the coun-
try. 

Tuesday's raid in Sadr City, 
whose residents owe allegiance to 
anti-American cleric Moqtada al-
Sadr's Mahdi Army militia, targeted 
a "rogue Jaish al-Mahdi leader and 
his operatives" suspected of attacks 
against US forces in Baghdad, the 
military said. 

"These militants are also known 
to have ties to illicit materials smug-
gled from Iran that have been used 
in extra-judicial killings," it said, 
adding that they had broken away 

from the main Mahdi Army militia of 
Sadr. 

The US military accuses Shia 
militants and Sadr's Mahdi Army 
itself of being behind the deaths of 
thousands of Sunni Arabs since 
Iraq's relentless sectarian conflict 
broke out last year. 

It claims some of the militants are 
members of special cells trained, 
armed and funded by Iranian-linked 
groups to launch attacks on US-led 
forces. Tehran denies it sponsors 
the militants. 

Some 16,000 troops, mean-
while, have surged into restive 
Diyala province in an attempt to 
reign in Sunni insurgents and "cap-
ture or kill al-Qaeda responsible for 
the violence against Iraqi civilians," 
the military said. 
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

A handful of diarrhoea patients were 
transferred to public hospitals from 
International Centre for Diarrhoeal 
Disease Research, Bangladesh 
(ICDDR,B) yesterday after the 
government decided to transfer 
patients from ICDDR,B to other 
hospitals as it is overwhelmed with 
patients.

As of last evening, no patients 
were shifted to the National Institute 
of Diseases Chest and Hospital 
(NIDCH) and Infectious Diseases 
Hospital (IDH) at Mohakhali even 
though the ICDDR,B was packed 
with nearly 800 patients, three times 
its capacity.

Only one patient was sent to 
Mitford Hospital, five to Dhaka 

Shishu Hospital, two to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) 
and seven to Shaheed Suhrawardi 
Hospital as of 7:30pm yesterday.

"Only one patient came from 
ICDDR, B around 11:00pm Monday. 
We had to send our ambulance, a 
physician, a nurse, a ward boy and a 
driver to bring in the patient," 
Assistant Director of Mitford 
Hospital Belayed Hossain told The 
Daily Star.

Resident of NIDCH Rafiqul Islam 
said, "We sent an ambulance to 
ICDDR,B around 10:00am yester-
day but no patients came to our 
hospital even though we have all the 
treatment facilities in our hospital for 
diarrhoea patients."

ICDDR,B scientist and head of 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) Pradip K 

Bardhan said a total of 775 patients 
were admitted there from morning 
till yesterday afternoon. From 
Monday noon to yesterday noon 
922 patients were admitted there.

"The rate of admission shows no 
sign of diminishing. A huge number 
of patients are coming to the hospi-
tal in a critical condition as they 
know about this centre and have 
faith in its services," he said.

"We cannot force them to go to 
another hospital. If the hospital 
authorities are able to convince the 
patients, they can move them," he 
said adding that awareness cam-
paigns are needed to inform people 
that they could get treatment from 
other hospitals in the city as those 
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Barrages built on creeks in the hilly Khagrachhari district have facilitated 
cultivation of fallow lands, raising of ducks and fish farming, easing life.
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Entire Dhaka to come 
under surveillance
DMP plans to install 155 cameras at 59 points

Crackdown on Iraqi 
Shia militants
5 more US soldiers slain, 15 Iraqis killed 
in bombings, attacks 

Indigenous people
want their rights
recognised

AFP, Undated 

The cost of South Asia's worst 
flooding in decades has reached 
nearly one billion dollars, officials 
said Tuesday, as Bangladesh 
struggled to cope with a major 
outbreak of water-borne disease.

Losses in India's worst-hit north-
east amounted to 875 million dollars 
so far, including damage to crops 
and property, India's home ministry 
said, while Bangladesh said it had 
counted crop damage of at least 86 
million dollars.

Heavy monsoon rains and 
flooding since June have killed more 
than 2,400 people in India, 
Bangladesh and Nepal and dis-
placed millions of others.

The Indian losses include 100 
million dollars in the impoverished 
state of Bihar, where the flooding 

affected 15 million people. Standing 
water could have destroyed the 
annual harvest for many of the 
state's farmers, experts said.

"So many people have lost their 
homes and these are mostly the 
poorest of the poor. Re-establishing 
their livelihoods is going to be a 
major issue," said Vinoy Ohdar, who 
heads  an t i -pover ty  agency  
ActionAid's Bihar office.

Officials warned the damages 
figure was a preliminary estimate 
and could rise, with many areas in 
the state still cut-off even though 
flood waters had begun to recede 
over recent days.

Bihar has asked the Indian 
government for 800 million dollars 
aid and promised to compensate 
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Cost of S Asia floods 
nears $1 billion

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

al-Qaeda alert 
for India
AFP, New Delhi

India deployed tens of thousands of 
security forces on the eve of the 
60th anniversary of independence 
after new threats by al-Qaeda and 
separatist rebels, officials said 
yesterday. 

In the federal capital New Delhi, 
some 70,000 policemen and para-
military troops were being posted at 
government buildings, diplomatic 
enclaves and main intersections. 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
was to kick off the celebrations 
Wednesday from the city's 16th-
century Mughal Red Fort, which had 
already been sealed off to the pub-
lic. 

"Our defence response is the 
same, whether the threat originates 
from the al-Qaeda or the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (Kashmiri separatist group)," 
the capital's police security chief 
Samsher Deol told AFP. 

But intelligence officials said al-
Qaeda's threat last week to target 
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Verdict in gold 
smuggling case 
against Ershad
on Sept 6 
COURT CORRESPONDENT

The verdict of a case filed about 16 
years back against former president 
and Jatiya Party Chairman HM 
Ershad on charge of gold smuggling 
will be delivered on September 6.

Judge Abul Bashar of the First 
Additional Metropolitan Sessions 
Judge's Court set the date yester-
day after completion of arguments 
from the prosecution and the 
defence.

Earlier, the verdict of the case 
was adjourned six times on different 
excuses. 

The newly appointed judge on 
June 12 took up the case for argu-
ments again as he did not know 
about it in detail.

During yesterday's arguments, 
the prosecution told the court that 
they sought highest punishment to 
the accused as there was sufficient 
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FLOOD

Two advisers 
give different 
death figures 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Food and Disaster Management 
Adviser Tapan Chowdhury and 
Health and Family Welfare Adviser 
Maj Gen (retd) ASM Matiur Rahman 
yesterday gave two different figures 
of flood-related casualties during a 
joint press conference at the 
Bangladesh Secretariat.

Health and family welfare 
adviser said 443 people died so far 
due to drowning and snakebites and 
flood-related diseases like pneumo-
nia and diarrhoea. Tapan down-
sized the figure to 338.

 Asked whether there were 
coordination issues between the 
ministries, the two advisers said 
there were no such coordination 
issues between the ministries 
regarding relief distribution and 
flood management. They, however, 
failed to give reasons for their 
uneven death tolls. 
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Creek barrage 
brings new hope 
to farmers in 
Khagrachhari 
JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari

Barrages built on the creeks running 

down the hills of Khagrachhari 

brought welcome relief to the usual 

hard living of the population there by 

providing them with a chance to bring 

previously fallow lands under cultiva-

tion, raise ducks and cultivate fishes. 
At least 3,000 farmers are bene-

fited from 14 creek barrages built by 

the District Agriculture Extension 

Office in six upazilas in the hill district 

of Khagrachhari. As a result 500 

hectares of previously fallow lands 

have come under cultivation and 

2,500 metric tons of rice production 

has been added to the usual total 

production of 1.5 metric tons.
District Agriculture Extension 

(DEO) Office sources said they built 

the creek barrages between 2003 

and 2007 to harness creek water for 

farming during dry seasons, for 

c u l t i v a t i n g  f i s h e s ,  a n d  t o  
SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

Biman's Jeddah 
flight finally 
cancelled  
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

A Jeddah bound Biman flight with 
301 passengers was f inal ly 
cancelled last night after it was 
delayed by about 24 hours due to 
technical faults.. 

The DC10-30 was scheduled to 
leave Zia International Airport for 
Jeddah at 9:30pm on Monday, said 
Abdul Mamdud Khan, general 
manager for flight operations of 
Biman Bangladesh Airlines Ltd.

"We were compelled to cancel 
the flight as we could not repair 
technical glitches of the aircraft," a 
Biman official said. 

"We could not manage an alter-
native aircraft as we have only four 
aircraft out of eleven in operating 
condition today (Tuesday)." 

The national flag carrier has 
lodged the stranded passengers at 
a hotel in the capital. 

As per the earlier schedule, the 
flight was to leave Jeddah for Dhaka 
yesterday morning. And 238 pas-
sengers of the flight have been 
lodged at a hotel in Jeddah, said the 
official.

Babar's trial in 
arms case 
begins
Mintoo shown held in 
extortion case 
COURT CORRESPONDENT

The trial of an arms case against 
detained former state minister for 
home Lutfozzaman Babar began 
with deposition of the complainant 
at a Dhaka court yesterday.  

Meanwhile, detained former 
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FBCCI) president Abdul 
Awal Mintoo was shown arrested 
yesterday in an extortion case filed 
with Dhanmondi Police Station.
BABAR ARMS CASE
Judge Sayed Jahed Mansur of the 
Metropolitan Special Tribunal-9 
r e j ec ted  t he  t ime  pe t i t i on  
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Detained forest 
conservator Ali 
Kabir has nine 
plots in capital
UNB, Dhaka

Apart from his other assets, forest 
conservator Ali Kabir Haider, 
already in jail, has nine plots in the 
capital, according to his wealth 
statement submitted to the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC).

In the wealth statement sent to the 
commission through jail authorities on 
Monday, Haider stated that he has 
three plots in Demra, two in Mirpur, 
one each in Banani, Nikunja, Sutrapur 
and Purbachal areas.

Besides, he has 1.25 acres of 
land in Sirajganj, saving certificates 
worth about Tk 50 lakh, six bank 
accounts with about Tk 80 lakh, 
fixed deposit of Tk 80,000, furniture 
worth Tk 60,000, defence saving 
certificates worth Tk 50,000 and 14 
tolas of gold.

Haider, detained on graft 
charges, was earlier directed by the 
Anti-Corruption Commission to 
submit his wealth statement to the 
commission.

Move to shift patients 
to govt hospitals fails

ICDDR,B  OVERCROWDED

Shab-e-Barat 
on Aug 29
UNB, Dhaka

The holy Lailatul Barat will be 
observed on August 29, as the 
moon of Shaban month was not 
sighted anywhere in the country 
yesterday.

It was decided at a meeting of the 
National Moon Sighting Committee 
at the Islamic Foundation with its 
Vice President and Religious Affairs 
Secretary Mohammad Ataur 
Rahman in the chair.

The meeting took the decision 
after reviewing information received 
from district administration across 
the country, head and local offices of 
the Islamic Foundation, Met Office 
and SPARRSO.
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