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DC Gold Cup
from Aug 23

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

The second DC Gold Cup football
tournament, jointly organised by
District Administration and District
Sports Association (DSA) will begin
on August 23 here at the
Khagrachhari Stadium.

Atotal of eight upazilas -- defend-
ing champions Khagrachhari sadar,
Panchhari, Dighinala, Matiranga,
Ramghor, Manikchhari,
Mohalchhari and Laxmichhari -- will
compete in the tournament that
targets to develop the game, foot-
ballers and build up relations among
all footballers of the hill district.

The first DC Gold Cup was in July
2005.

Six eves asked
to join camp

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) yesterday asked more players to
join the ongoing women's football camp
at the Dhanmondi Women's Sports
Complex.

The six players -- Shraboni,
Hashi, Diana, Nishu, Reshma and
Baby -- have been requested to
report to coach Abu Yusuf tomorrow
at4 pm.

The Bangladesh women's team
are now training for the exhibition
match against visiting Orissa state
team on August 20.

Huge win for
nat’l hockey
team

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh national hockey team
crushed Bangladesh Air Force 7-0
in the first practice match of the
preparatory tournament at the
Maulana Bhasani National Hockey
Stadium yesterday.

The tournament is organised by
the Bangladesh Hockey Federation
ahead of the Asian Cup to be held on
September 1-9in Chennaiin India.

The final of the single-league
basis tournament will be held on
August 9, also atthe same venue.

The 18-member Asian Cup final
squad is expected to be announced
onAugust9 after the meet.

Eleven teams, split into two
groups, will participate in the Asian
Cup.
Bangladesh have been placed in
a strong Group B along with hosts
India, Korea, China, Thailand and
SriLanka.

The other group comprises
Pakistan, Japan, Malaysia, Hong
Kong and Singapore.

The youngsters
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the graduates from Manchester
City's youth academy.

Micah Richards, 19, has already
been capped by England; while
Stephen Ireland, 20, and Michael
Johnson, 19, have showed
glimpses of the skill they will bring to
midfield if allowed to blossom.

Two other young English players
could take a great leap forward this
season.

Aston Villa's lightning-quick
winger Gabriel Agbonlahor, 20,
should thrive under Martin O'Neill's
astute coaching, while at Derby,
Giles Barnes, a 19-year-old winger,
has the chance to show why he is
already been watched by the sev-
eral leading clubs

Schalke delight
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opponents played a full part and
made us work for everything."

Hamburg's Dutch international
and captain Rafael van der Vaart
grabbed his side's first goal against
third-division Holstein Kiel in the
Bundesliga team's 5-0 win.

Fellow Bundesliga side Eintracht
Frankfurt had a comfortable 4-1 win
over third-division side FC Union
Berlin as 24-year-old midfielder
Alexander Meier bagged a hat trick.

Newly promoted Duisburg had a
4-0 win over third-division
Babelsberg while fellow Bundesliga
new-boys Karlsruhe needed extra-
time to see off fourth-division
Neustrelitz.

Bundesliga sides VfL Bochum
and VfL Wolfsburg are also in next
Sunday's second round-draw after
comfortable wins.

Bayern Munich play their first-
round tie at third-division Wacker
Burghausen on Monday.

Mourinho
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the sides in possession terms but
we made the clearer chances and
for that reason we deserved to win.

"They missed Drogba, there's no
question about that. He is a very
important player for them.

"But it doesn't matter if both sides
had played their strongest team it
wouldn't have given you any real
information other than to say both
will contest the Premier League title
and possibly Liverpool and Arsenal
will joinin."

Ferguson was delighted to see
Van der Sar emerge as the hero
after a shakey end to last season.

"I think his experience came
through there," he added. "He
studied Lampard's penalty-taking
and that experience has got the
result for us today."
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NSC chairman and Chief of Army Staff Gen Moeen U Ahmed (R) hands over a check for flood victims to the Chief
Advisor Fakhruddin Ahmed at the Chief Advisor's office yesterday.

McGrath boost for ICL

lﬁ] Cricket

AFP, Sydney

Glenn McGrath says he wants to
play in a breakaway Indian
Twenty20 cricket league, even
though confirmed high-profile
signings are scarce.

Former West Indies captain
Brian Lara is the only prominent
contemporary player to confirm he
has joined the Indian Cricket
League, which is proposing to run a
Twenty20 series in October in direct
opposition to a one-day series
between India and Australia.

McGrath and his former Test
teammate Shane Warne, who both
retired from Test and one-day
cricket earlier this year, have been
linked with the ICL, but negotiations

continue and so far neither of them
has signed on.

"It's tempting," McGrath said
Monday, two months after he bowed
out of international cricket by taking
a record 26 wickets at the World
Cup.

McGrath, 37, said a short-term
Twenty20 tournament would be
ideal to give him his "fix" of cricket
without taxing him.

"Obviously, you can make a little
bit of money. Probably a month of
cricket, get back, give me that fix of
playing again -- it might be all |
need."

The Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) is determined to
ensure the failure of the rebel ICL,
which is bankrolled by the country's
largest listed media house, Zee
Telefilms.

The BCCI has not only refused to

let out stadia for the ICL's inaugural
Twenty20 competition, but has also
threatened to bar rebel players from
representing India in official tourna-
ments.

Despite a possible dabble with
the ICL, McGrath said he was
satisfied he had made the correct
decision to quit top-level cricket.

"I think | played as long as | could
mentally. Physically the body feels
great, but the mental side of it is
anotherthing," he said.

"Previously, watching other
teams playing made me want to get
out there. | couldn't wait for the
season to start. Now | think I'm glad
I'm notoutthere.

"For me it's been the right deci-
sion, and I've had time to get used to
it. To finish on a high -- | couldn't
have asked for much more than
that."

Roddick ends Isner's dream

[O Tennis

AFP, Washington

US top seed Andy Roddick won his
third ATP Washington Classic title,
defeating upstart John Isner 6-4, 7-6
(7/4) Sunday to end a fairy-tale run
by the unheralded 416th-ranked
American newcomer.

Roddick, who also won at
Washington in 2001 and 2005,
captured his 23rd career singles
crown and second of the year at the
600,000-dollar tune up for the US
Open, the year's final Grand Slam
eventthatbeginsin three weeks.

"l was happy with the way | could
control things with my serve,”
Roddick said. "I was putting pres-
sure on him. | was making him serve
well out of jams. | returned well. If |
was putting a racket on it | was
putting it on the court."

Wild card Isner missed out on a
perfect ending to a week that saw
him win five matches in a row in
third-set tiebreakers, thought to be
an unprecedented feat, after mak-
ing the field only because wild card
Fernando Gonzalez withdrew.

"The whole week has been a
dream come true. It's amazing,"
Isner said. "l will always remember
playing Andy Roddick in an ATP
final. It's a big honour. | will never
everforgetit. It's unbelievable."

Fifth-ranked Roddick took the
74,250-dollar top prize while 6-foot-

9 Isner, who fired 144 aces and hit
70.4 percent of first serves this
week, will jump to about 190th in the
rankings and received a Cincinnati
Masters wild card.

"With that serve, he is going to
have a chance in every match he
plays," Roddick said. "The guy is
going to have a hard time not win-
ning matches. It's going to be hard
for him not to have a good career."

Isner, 22, surrendered a break at
love in the seventh game of the first
set, netting two backhands and a
forehand before sending a forehand
long. Roddick served out to the
finish, ending the set with an ace.

"l knew it was a new experience
for him. | wanted to put the pressure
on early. | didn't want him to have an
easy match," Roddick said.

"It's tough not to hit the ball right
at him. He's everywhere at the net. |
wasn't so much trying to pass him on
the first ball as much as make him
react.”

Isner smacked the ball into the
net on an easy overhead smash on
the first point of the ninth game in the
second set.

"l couldn't believe | could miss
that shot but | did," Isner said.
"Thank God | didn't lose that game
and the match 4 and 4 after losing
the easiest pointin history."

Roddick, who fired 14 aces in the
match, was impressed at how well
Isner, who blasted 12 aces, handled
the humiliation to hold serve.

"He kept his composure,”

Roddick said. "I thought he recov-
ered pretty well."

In the tie-breaker, Isner sent a
backhand long to give Roddick a 3-1
lead and the veteran rode it to the
finish, which came on a forehand
winner after 81 minutes.

"He kept me off-balance with his
serve the whole week," Isner said.
"I'm tired. | need a rest. | don't know
how much | had left in the tank after
five matches. But even with a full
tank, I don'tthink so."

Roddick won his only prior title
this year at Queen's in June. His
only other final was in February at
Memphis, where he lost to Tommy
Haas.

Roddick, who turns 25 later this
month, improved to 42-10 for the
year with his 10th victory in a row at
Washington, where he is 23-3
lifetime. Roddick missed defending
his 2005 title last year due to an
abdominal strain.

Isner, who would have been the
third-lowest-ranked winner in ATP
history, lost his ATP debut July 9 on
grass at Newport and won a
Challenger event last week in
Lexington before his wonder run.

"It does wonders for my confi-
dence," Isner said. "l feel like | can
go out there and compete with
anybody."

India stumble in
final warm-up

AFP, Leicester

India stuttered to a draw with Sri
Lanka A at Grace Road on Sunday
in their last tour match before the
decisive third and final Test against
England begins at The Oval on
Thursday.

Chasing 294 to win off 57 overs,
India struggled to 187 for six as the
match petered out into a tame draw
with only Wasim Jaffer (55) and
Gautam Gambhir (53 not out)
managing half-centuries.

Dinesh Karthik, Mahendra
Dhoni and VVS Laxman were all
dismissed cheaply for the second
timeinthe game.

India were 122-5 after 33 overs
and when skipper Rahul Dravid was
Ibw for 15, the tourists were in
trouble.

But Gambhir and Ramesh Powar
(14) steered them safely through the
next 12 overs at which point both
sides settled for the draw.

"l feel in good form. | have got a
few good scores and now | want to
try to turn those into a big score in a
Testmatch," said Jaffer.

"Everyone knows how important
the Oval test is and we are all in a
good frame of mind for it.

"It was a good workout for us
against Sri Lanka A. The bowlers
who are going to play in the Test
match were given a rest while the
batsmen all had good knocks."

Freddie back in Eng fold
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performance as we continue to build
towards the next World Cup in 2011,"
said Graveney, who stressed the
India squad was for the first four
games of that series alone.

Fast bowler Chris Tremlett has
been recalled after two impressive
Test performances against India.

England have opted for several
specialists in their Twenty20 squad.

The 15-man party which, like the
one-day squad, is captained by all-
rounder Paul Collingwood includes
leg-spinner Chris Schofield - who
after playing his only two Tests so far
in 2000 underwent a slump in form
and was ultimately sacked by
Lancashire.

But, given a chance by Surrey last
year, Schofield was the most suc-
cessful bowler in domestic Twenty
this season with 17, with a best of four
for 12 against Sussex at Hove.

Luke Wright, the top scorer in this
season's domestic Twenty20 compe-
tition with 346 runs at an average of
43.25, has been called up for his first
taste of seniorinternational cricket.

But there was no place in the
Twenty20 squad for left-arm spinner
Monty Panesar.

Twenty20 was pioneered
amongst first-class sides in England
and, earlier this season, England
drew a Twenty20 campaign 1-1 at
home to the West Indies.

"Having reviewed the team's
performances in the Twenty20
matches against the West Indies, the
selectors felt it was necessary to
include a number of players with
greater experience of this format of the

game in the squad to go to South
Africa," Graveney added at The Oval,
where he announced both squads.

SQUADS

Twenty20: Paul Collingwood (cap-
tain), Ravi Bopara, Stuart Broad,
Andrew Flintoff , James Kirtley,
Darren Maddy, Kevin Pietersen,
Matthew Prior, Chris Schofield,
Owais Shah, Ryan Sidebottom,
Jeremy Snape, Vikram Solanki,
Chris Tremlett, Luke Wright.

ODI: Paul Collingwood (captain),
James Anderson, lan Bell, Ravi
Bopara, Stuart Broad, Alastair
Cook, Andrew Flintoff, Dimitri
Mascarenhas, Monty Panesar, Kevin
Pietersen, Matthew Prior, Owais
Shah, Ryan Sidebottom, Chris
Tremlett.

GP delight

FROM PAGE 17

will represent Bangladesh in seven
events -- football, badminton, athlet-
ics, swimming, table tennis, cricket
and bochi.

"We want to create a friendlier
and enabling environment for those
individuals who need our support
and encouragement to succeed by
empowering them and building their
confidence in their own capability,”
said Erik Aas, managing director of
Grameenphone.

Chairman of Special Olympics
Bangladesh Ashraf-ud-Dowla also
spoke on the occasion.

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's former captain Marvan
Atapattu has asked to be released
from his contract with the national
team, cricket officials said Sunday.

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) chief
executive officer Duleep Mendis said
that Atapattu had sent a letter
requesting to be discharged from the
team.

Mendis said the SLC, the govern-
ing body of the sport here, would take
a decision at its committee meeting
Monday.

Atapattu's current contract with the
SLC runs until March 2008 and he is
one of the six players with 'A' graded
contracts. He is also playing for the
Lashing's World Xlin England.

Atapattu was overlooked by the
Sri Lankan selectors for the entirety
of the World Cup in the West Indies
and the subsequent tour to Abu
Dhabi for the one-day series with
Pakistan.

The former captain, who has
scored more than 5,300 runs in 88
Tests with 16 hundreds and more
than 8,500 runs in one-day interna-
tionals with 11 hundreds announced
his unavailability for the home series
against Bangladesh.

Atapattu's request, cricket
sources say, has come at a time
when his name has been linked with
the lucrative breakaway multi-
million-dollar Indian Cricket League.

Inter-ministerial

FROM PAGE 17

The Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium, the new home of
Bangladesh cricket, has been
proposed as the match and inaugu-
ral function venue, while
Bangabandhu National Stadium
and Fatullah Cricket Stadium or any
other stadium located in the city,
have been proposed as alternative
and practice-match venues.

A permanent operational office
would have to be set up minimum
three years ahead of the kick-off,
which will be played across the
subcontinent in Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan and SriLanka.

A full-fledged ICC office will be
set up three weeks before the
curtainis raised on the World Cup.

Media Cup
football from
Friday

SPORTS REPORTER

The Meril Media Cup football tour-
nament organised by Bangladesh
Sports Journalists Association
(BSJA) will begin on Friday in
Dhaka.

Atleast 24 teams are expected to
take partin the seven-a-side tourna-
ment sponsored by Square
Toiletries, organisers told at a press
conference at the BSJA office
yesterday.

Matches will be played at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium
and handball and kho kho grounds
atthe Outer Stadium.

Anjan Chowdhury Pintu, manag-
ing director of Square Group, said
he was happy to be a part of the
tournament for journalists again.

"I wish to continue sponsoring
this event as long as BSJA organ-
isesit," he said.

BSJA president Manzurul
Haque, general secretary Syed
Mamun, tournament committee
chairman Kamalur Rahman and
secretary Raihan Al Mughni were
also present.

Before the start of the press
conference, a one-minute silence
was observed to pay tribute to the
dead flood victims.

Lyon off to flyer
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finished 17th last season, just one
place above the relegation zone.

Toulouse levelled through
midfielder Nicholas Dieuze, but
Audel went on to complete his hat
trick.

Meanwhile, Rennes lost 2-0 to
Nancy.

Midfielder Marc-Antoine Fortune
silenced the home supporters on
the 36th minute with Youssouf Hadji
doubling the scoreline just four
minutes later.

Rennes, who finished fourth in
the 2006-2007 season, will hope
their performance levels pick up if
they are to mount a serious chal-
lenge in the UEFA Cup this season.

Paul le Guen's Paris Saint
Germain were dominated through-
out their match with French Cup
holders Sochaux in an uninspiring
0-0 draw at the Parc des Princes
despite striker Pauleta, last sea-
son's leading goal scorer, hitting the
poston three occasions.

However, it needed goalkeeper
Mickael Landreau to put be in top
form to keep the vistors at bay for a
share of the points.

World cup winning defender
Laurent Blanc made his managerial
debut with Bordeaux and his side
beat veteran coach Guy Roux's
Lens 1-0.

Former Manchester United and
Nice player David Bellion's 30th-
minute goal went unanswered as
Blanc's Bordeaux, who will compete
in this season's UEFA Cup, got their
campaign off to an ideal start.

Injury crisis at Chelsea

AFP, London

As Jose Mourin-
ho surveys
what's left of his
injury-ravaged
squad, he could
be forgiven for fearing Chelsea's
title challenge is in trouble before it
has even started.

Losing to Manchester United in
Sunday's Community Shield is the
least of Mourinho's worries after
John Terry, Didier Drogba and
Claude Makelele joined an already
lengthy injury list.

Michael Ballack and Wayne
Bridge are carrying injuries from last
term that will keep them out for
several weeks, while Andriy
Shevchenko, Arjen Robben,
Salomon Kalou and Paulo Ferreira
have missed chunks of the pre-
season.

Drogba and Makelele are far
from certain to be available for the
Premiership opener against
Birmingham on Sunday, while Terry
could be out for up to a month after
damaging knee ligaments in training
on Saturday.

Even some of Mourinho's avail-
able players are far from fully fit.
Frank Lampard has played through
the pain barrier after breaking a toe,
while Claudio Pizarro is struggling
with aback injury.

Itis alitany of bad luck that would
have most managers reaching for a
stiff drink. Surely it wouldn't get any
worse? Yes, it could.

Chelsea were beaten by the
champions at Wembley after Edwin
van der Sar saved all three of the
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London team's penalties in the
shoot-out that followed a fiesty 1-1
draw.

But Mourinho refuses to feel
sorry for himself, insisting he has
confidence in his few remaining
healthy players.

"I'm not worried about it," he said.
"When they are back they are back.
I'm ready to go like | was today.

"l will go to the fight with these
boys. I think only about these ones. |
work with them, | play with them and
| trustthem, so no problem.

"It was not easy to prepare this
game but what makes me happy was
Manchester United were almost at
maximum power and, if you look at
Chelsea, we had more than 50
percent of the team being out, but we
competed againstthem.

"They were not better than us
and that gives us confidence for the
start of the season."

Mourinho is pinning his hopes on
having several of the walking wound
back by the end of the international
break, which comes after Chelsea's
firstthree matches.

"We have two weeks to play and
after that it stops for the national
team week," he said. "I have to
make decisions about the three
matches we have to play against
Birmingham, Reading and
Liverpool.

"When you have so many out, |
hope at least one or two can be
back."

Ryan Giggs had given United the
lead in the annual meeting between
the champions and FA Cup winners,
but Florent Malouda cancelled out
thatfine first half strike.

Then van der Sar stole the spot-
light as he saved Pizzaro, Lampard
and Shaun Wright-Phillips's spot-
kicks to hand United an early psy-
chological advantage over their title
rivals.

Sir Alex Ferguson insists United
are far from the finished article as he
waits to bed in his four close-season
signings.

Only Nani was involved at
Wembley, but Ferguson could have
Owen Hargreaves and Carlos
Tevez available for the Reading
match on Sunday.

Tevez will officially complete his
move from West Ham this week
before playing in one of United's two
friendlies against Glentoran or
Dunfermline on Wednesday.

"We're nowhere near ready yet.
The four new players have all got a bit
of work to do, so it leaves us with the
present squad from last season,"
Ferguson said. "Gary Neville, Louis
Saha and Ole Gunnar Solskjaer are
still to come back as well, so we are
notas strong as we could be.

"Nani has had a couple of appear-
ances inthe Far East but he's still well
short of 100 percent fitness.
Anderson felt his hamstring was a bit
tight on Friday night, so there is some
work to be done there.

"Owen Hargreaves has only
played his first game on Saturday.
Tevez trained with us on Friday and
Saturday but obviously he's got a bit
of worktodo."

Turmoill
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Fernando
Alonso has
refused to
speak to his
McLaren
teammate Lewis Hamilton since
Hungarian Grand Prix qualifying,
following the pit-lane incident that
landed both drivers and the team in
hotwater.

Alonso was docked five places
on the grid from his pole position for
impeding his teammates qualifying
effort by holding him up in the pits
and MclLaren too were prevented
from scoring constructors' points in
the race as an extra punishment.

And British star Hamilton, 22,
who admitted he did not let Alonso
through when instructed earlier on
during the session - probably caus-
ing the Spaniard's fury, said that no
words have been exchanged by the
pair, such is theiill-feeling.

"He doesn't seem to have been
speaking to me since, so | don't

at McLaren

know if he has a problem," said
Hamilton, who inherited pole posi-
tion following Alonso's penalty and
went on to win the race while his
teammate was fourth.

"In terms of speaking to the
team, | spoke to everyone, | have
told everyone the situation, apolo-
gised if they feel | have done some-
thing against them but this is the
way itis. Itis higher than them if you
know what | mean."

Team boss Ron Dennis has seen
first-hand the way things have
deteriorated since the North
American double-header, after
which Alonso admitted he was "not
comfortable" with the balance within
the team.

And he has now revealed that
there is a distinct lack of trust
between his pair, which was poten-
tially the catalyst for the incidents in
Hungary.

But he also insisted that it will not
affect his determination to treat both
drivers equally, despite it's affect on
the Constructors' championship.

"There's a tremendous amount
of tension in team and some mis-
trust too [between the drivers],"
Dennistold ITV.

"It comes from having two drivers
who are phenomenally competitive
and who are heading the champion-
ship and looking for every advan-
tage they can get in a system like
ours that does not generate advan-
tages.

"It's tough for us but we will not
deviate away from equality. It's the
foundation of the company.

Hamilton's victory was
McLaren's sixth of the season and
extended his championship lead
over Alonso from two points to
seven.

And with the nearest Ferraririval,
Kimi Raikkonen, now 20 points
behind with only 60 still up for grabs,
it seems that, barring a disaster in
the next two races, the title will now
be fought out between the pair.
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Anjan Chowdhury Pintu (C), managing director of Square Group, speaks at a press conference in connection with
the Meril Media Cup football tournament at the BSJA office yesterday.
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