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health,busservices,airlines&traintiming

Libraries, Cultural and 
Information Centers
Central Public Library- 8626001-4,  
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673 
Bangla Academy- 8619550
Islamic Foundation- 9550280, 
9556407
Nazrul Institute- 9114602
Ford Foundation- 8116133
Alliance Francaise- 8611557
Information Resource Center, The 
American Center - 8813440-4, 
9886395-9
British Council- 8618867-8, 
8618905-7
Community Development Library- 
8113769, 8113604
Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka- 
9126525-6
Indian Information Centre & 
Cultural Library- 8850141-2
The Russian Cultural Centre- 
9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125, 
8112954, 8123412
Press Institute of Bangladesh 
(PIB) 9330081-4

Subarna Express Leaves Dhaka at 4:30 pm Reaches Chittagong at 10:35 pm
Mahanagar Prabhati Leaves Dhaka at 7-30 am Reaches Chittagong at 1-55 pm
Mahanagar Godhuli Leaves Dhaka at 3-15 pm Reaches Chittagong at 10-55 pm
Turna Leaves Dhaka at 11-00 pm Reaches Chittagong at 6-40 am
Parabat Express Leaves Dhaka at 6-40 am Reaches Sylhet at 2-30 pm
Joyantika Express Leaves Dhaka at 12-45 pm Reaches Sylhet at 9-20 pm
Upaban Express Leaves Dhaka at 9-45 pm Reaches Sylhet at 6-40 am
Tista Express Leaves Dhaka at 7-00 am Reaches Bahadurabad at 1-05 pm
Ekata Express Leaves Dhaka at 5-00 pm Reaches Bahadurabad at 11-15 
Upakul Express Leaves Dhaka at 8-00 pm Reaches Noakhali at 5-00 am
Agnibeena Express Leaves Dhaka at 9-20 pm Reaches Jagannath at 2-30 pm

TRAIN TIMING

lines

Aeroflot

9559930, 9559111, Fax: 9563787

Air India

8617783, 8611929, Fax: 9670591

Biman Bangladesh Airlines

8917400-19  9560151, 9559610 

Airport Office: 8917400, Fax:8913005

British Airways

8815111, Fax: 8815346, 

Cathay Pacific

9557117, Fax: 9562667

Druk Air 

9862243, 9892862, 

Emirates

9892801, 9885574-75 

GMG Airlines

8825845-9, Airport Office: 

8960404,8915699, Fax: 8826115

Gulf Air

9130123-5, Airport Office: 8914573

Indian Airlines Ltd

9555915, 9557813, 

Kuwait Airways

9115182, 9118829

Malaysia Airlines

9888211-20

Airport Office: 8916953, Fax: 9890478

PIA 

9349293-5, Fax: 9345300 

Singapore Airlines

8811504-7, 9883259

Airport Office: 8911928, Fax: 8811503

Thai Airways

8314711-18, 8914343

Virgin Atlantic Airways

8816324-5, Fax: 9896481 

Drooti

8014563

Eagle Paribahan

7101504

Green Line Paribahan

9339623, 9342580, 8353005

Hanif Enterprise

9120116

Keya Paribahan

7101894, 7101250, 9121280

Modern Enterprise

9123743

Neptune A/C Coach Service

7101945, 7101951, 9123092

Shohag Paribahan (Pvt) Ltd

9334152, 8316766, 8126293

Shoukhin Paribahan

8014397, 9001796

Silk Line

7102461

Shyamoli Paribahan

9333803

Square Hospitals Ltd

Emergency: 8144466, 8144477, 

8144488, 01713377773, 

01714477774, 01713377775. Fax: 

880-2-9118921

Telephone: 8141522, 8142431, 

8144400, 8142333, 8159457, 

8129334, 01713141447.

Web: www.squarehospital.com

Email: info@squarehospital.com

Ahsania Mission Cancer & General 

Hospital

9008919, 8051618

Apollo Hospitals Dhaka

9891680-4, 01713046684/85

Emergency no. 9896623, 0171409000

Bangladesh Medical College & 
Hospital
9118202, 8115843

Central Hospital

9660015-19, 

China Bangla Hospital (JV) Ltd

8913674

Dhaka Medical College Hospital

8626812-16

Gana Shasthyo Kendra 
8617208, 8617383, 8620178, 

Greenland Hospital
8912663

Gulshan Mother & Child Clinic
8822738, 8812992

Holy Family Hospital
8311721-25

Islami Bank Hospital
9333739

Japan Bangladesh Friendship 
Hospital
8828855, 8827575 

Labaid Cardiac Hospital
8610793-8 

Marie Stopes Clinic
8821874

Medinova Medical Services Ltd
8620353, 

Monowara Hospital
8318135, 8319802

Pangu Hospital
9112150, 9113041

PG Hospital (BSMMU)
9614545-9, 9612550-4

Rashmono General Hospital

8317606, 9557354, 8317819

Ratan's Dental Clinic

9111090 

Salimullah Medical College Hospital

7319002-6

Samorita Hospital Ltd

9131901

Shahid Suhrawardy Hospital

9122560-78

Shishu Hospital

8116061-2, 9119119

United Hospital
8836444, 0194001234

Bangladesh Red Crescent Blood 

Bank

9116563

Modern Clinic & Blood Center

9883948

Sandhani, Dhaka Medical College

9668690

BLOOD BANK
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Sultana Yasmin, 24, always hurries 

back home after office hours. She 

hardly spends any time whiling 

away.

"I rarely have any spare time to 

spend with colleagues and friends. 

I'm always worried about my 

seven-year-old boy thinking what 

he is doing back home," she said. 

Sultana, once a witty girl, now 

remains gloomy and depressed. She 

has gradually withdrawn herself 

from everything.

Her neighbours and colleagues 

wonder what has happened to her.

Sultana was married off to 

Mozammel Haque, 34, an official 

of a private firm, after passing her 

HSC examination. Her family 

members did not bother to find 

out Mozammel's education and 

f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d s  b e f o r e  

arranging the marriage.

After the marriage, Sultana 

came to know that her husband 

was an addict. At one point she 

became frustrated and left her 

husband with her baby boy and 

ultimately got separated. She 

worked hard to bring up the boy 

and complete her Masters degree. 

Then she managed a job in a pri-

vate firm.

When she had been a bit settled 

with the job her ex-husband asked 

his son back saying that he is the 

boy's legal guardian.

In 1890, during British rule, a 

law was enacted barring women 

from enjoying equal rights to the 

custody and property of their own 

children. Over the years, there have 

been extensive changes in the 

Guardianship and Custodian Act in 

Britain itself and now a British child 

is identified as per his or her 

mother's name.

Unfortunately, there has been 

no amendment to the law in 

Bangladesh since its enactment 

117 years ago. 

Custody is the right to look after 

an individual and his property, 

mostly a child. 

According to section 6 of the 

Guardianship and Custodian Act, if 

there is a question regarding the 

custody of a minor it has to be 

considered as per one's family law. 

There are three types of custody in 

the Muslim family law -- custody of 

children, custody of children's 

property and custody of children's 

marriage.

In Muslim family law, the father 

is the natural legal guardian of 

children. The mother cannot be the 

guardian. But, a mother can keep 

her sons until they reach seven 

while she can have her daughters 

till their puberty, which is called 

'hijana' (only responsibility). If the 

mother gets remarried, she will be 

deprived of the priority of her right, 

hijana.

As per this law, though the 

mother is not the real guardian, she 

can apply for the custody of the 

children if she feels that the real 

guardian cannot perform the 

responsibility. In that case it will be 

'hijana'. She will have no right to 

their property whatsoever.

In case of the custody of chil-

dren's property, the Muslim family 

law in Bangladesh recognises three 

types of custody--legal guardian, 

guardian determined by court and 

virtual guardian.

In case of a minor's property, 

people recognised as guardians are 

father, an Executor nominated by 

him through a will, grandfather and 

an executor nominated by him 

through a will.

A virtual guardian is that person 

who willingly takes the physical 

responsibility of the children and 

their property with no right to buy 

or sell the property both moveable 

and immovable ones. The mother, 

paternal uncle, brother and father 

in-law can be the virtual guardians.

T h e  G u a r d i a n s h i p  a n d  

Custodian Act, enacted by the 

British rulers, has been applied for 

115 years without any amendment. 

It is applied in determining cus-

tody, supervision and dependency 

of children of all religions.

But the Bangladesh constitution 

in its articles 26,27, 28 and 29, 

especially article 27, clearly says all 

the citizens are equal in the eyes of 

law and everyone is entitled to 

equal rights.

Section 5 of the convention of 

the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW), adopted in 1979 by the 

UN General Assembly, states that 

the issue of recognition of identi-

cal responsibilities of both men 

and women in raising children 

and their development will have to 

be included in the family educa-

tion properly considering mother-

hood as a social work keeping in 

mind 'the interests of children and 

the main things.'

Salma Jabin, an official of Ain O 

Salish Kendra, said, "Among all the 

laws that are discriminatory to 

women, the custody Act is the 

worst. How come a mother who 

carries the child in her womb for 10 

months and bring him up, is not the 

guardian of the child."

Jabin says, "Today's women are 

miles ahead as the law was enacted 

in 1890. Nowadays, a woman can 

take her decisions."

Dr Taslima Mansur, chairman, 

Law Faculty, Dhaka University, 

said, "There has been no amend-

ment to the law yet simply because 

of chauvinist attitude. When a 

father enjoys all the rights, a 

mother is allowed to rear the chil-

dren. Amendments to the law have 

been essential."

Advocate Maksuda Akhter of 

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad said 

women hardly have any right to 

guardianship of their kids in 

Bangladesh. 'There is no harm in 

ensuring this right, this not a big 

deal."

Mosharraf Hossain, director, 

Bangladesh Chiddren's Rights 

Forum, said, "The provision of 

equal right for the women relating 

to children's custody should be in 

the law so that a mother can be the 

guardian of children's physique 

and property in the absence of their 

father."

Advocate Elina Khan, executive 

d i r e c t o r ,  H u m a n  R i g h t s  

Implementation Organisation, said, 

the country's policymakers will have 

to come forward to change the law, or 

else, the women will continue to 

suffer.

.......................................................
Iffat Jerin, NewsNetwork.

GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODIAL RIGHTS

Age-old act needs changes

RAIHAN SABUKTAGIN

....................................................

Following cases lodged by the 

National Housing Authority (NHA) 

against unauthorised occupiers, 

the latter have speeded up their 

efforts to grab, fill up and sell plots 

in the main drainage canal area of 

Mirpur section 2 and Rupnagar 

residential area. 

The local police station com-

plained that after arresting 3 persons 

in connection with the cases, they 

found themselves in an awkward 

situation because the NHA had not 

accused anyone by name. 

In the meantime, gangs of 

organised land grabbers have been 

capitalising on the embarrassment 

of the police and loopholes in the 

NHA cases. They have already 

speeded up their initiatives for 

selling filled up plots with forged 

documents. 

According to the master plan of 

the Ministry of Public Works and 

H o u s i n g ,  m a p  n o  m - 7 7 1 8 8  

designed in 1984 for the huge 

residential area, the western part 

of the allotted plots are designated 

for the main drainage canal and a 

60 feet wide ring road from Avenue 

3 to road number 33 of Rupnagar. 

An engineer of the Dhaka 

Division-1 of the NHA said that the 

housing authority would surely 

have developed more plots if they 

could have, but unfortunately the 

design did not leave space for any-

thing except the canal and the ring 

road.  

The canal now aids ground water 

recharging for the area and without 

it the whole area could suffer a crisis 

of water for daily use or during fire 

accidents in future, he cautioned. 

"If the main drainage canal is 

completely blocked, the sewerage 

system of the whole area will col-

lapse,” he added.

The Dhaka Division-1 of NHA 

has filed at least 5 cases at Pallabi 

police station since June 22 for 

preventing the illegal filling up and 

unauthorised occupation on the 

main drainage canal. 

Nurul Islam, executive engineer 

of Dhaka Division-1 said, “We 

recommended higher authorities to 

conduct eviction drives against 

those illegal encroachers to keep 

the drainage canal free."

Police visited the area and cau-

tioned the related people on the 

illegal filling up of the canal. Later, 3 

persons were arrested from the spot 

on charges of filling up the canal 

and occupying public land illegally.

Pallabi police station informed 

Star City that the NHA had not 

specif ied the names of  the 

encroachers, making their cases 

very weak, and placing the police 

in an awkward position. “The 

NHA should mention the names 

because they know who occupied 

their land, but they did not men-

tion it in the general dairies," said 

a station official.

Among the three persons 

arrested by the police over this 

issue, Tayab Ali, laboratory in-

charge of the National Heart 

Foundation was one. A spokesman 

for Pallabi police said that after the 

arrest of Tayab, the hospital suf-

fered lot and pressure mounted on 

police to release him. He even 

denied ownership of land there. “All 

this confusion happened due to 

unspecified cases by the NHA. We 

requested NHA verbally to file 

general diaries with specific infor-

mation," he said.

However, since the police cau-

tioned some organised land 

encroachers at road number 23, 27, 

28, the latter have not shown any 

respite in their activities.

Star City on Thursday found 

some people filling up the canal in 

defiance of laws and constructing 

structures on the filled space as 

soon as possible. The encroached 

plots were found to have unsafe 

and illegal connections for gas, 

power and water.

After police withdrew from the 

area, contractors even increased 

their price for filling up the canal.

While engaged in filling a plot 

with rubbish, Rana, a construction 

contractor, told Star City, “The 

situation is different now. I worked 

here for lower price but now the 

owners are in rush so I increased my 

rate.” 

Abdul Mannan, owner of such a 

plot at road number 28 at Rupnagar 

said, “I have documents with seal 

and signature of the officials of the 

housing authority over my right to 

the land and the government regis-

tered them. Now, the housing 

authority is claiming the land as a 

sewerage canal. Legal cases are 

pending. How can the housing 

authority do this?”

FALLOUT OF WEAKNESS IN NHA CASE

Organised gangs grab, sell Rupnagar's 
main outlet
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A makeshift toilet on an encroached portion of Rupnagar main drainage canal.   
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