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American Andy Roddick is about to serve during his match against Czech Radek Stepanek during the Legg Mason Tennis Classic in Washington DC on

Thursday.

Roddick storms into qtrs

O Tennis

AFP, Washington

US top seed Andy Roddick fired 23
aces to outlast Czech Radek Stepanek
6-3, 1-6, 7-5 and reach the ATP
Washington Classic quarter-finals
Thursday along with fellow seeds
Tommy Haas and Marat Safin.
Roddick lost the last five games of
the second set, his serve broken twice,
and struggled through the third,
rescuing a break point in the fifth
game and two in the ninth, the second
when Stepanek sentabackhand wide.
"I just kind of hung around,"
Roddick said. "I decided to put the
ball in the court and if he was going to
be aggressive and get it, too good. I
tried to draw back in the third set,
make him create something."
Stepanek, who fired 20 aces, was
two points from forcing a tiebreaker
in the final game but sent a forehand
long to hand Roddick a match point
and netted a forehand to fall after one
hourand 50 minutes.
"He served pretty well," Roddick
said. "He got through his service

games without me getting to him. You
just hang around long enough and
something else mighthappen.”

German second seed Haas contin-
ued his comeback, defeating
American Michael Russell 6-3, 6-4. He
withdrew from Wimbledon a month
ago with a torn stomach muscle
before a round of 16 match against
Swiss world number one Roger
Federer.

Next for Haas is 22-year-old US
novice John Isner, who played only
one ATP match before Monday. The
tall Cinderella man fired 31 aces to
defeat countryman Wayne Odesnik 6-
7(417),7-6(713),7-6 (7/2).

Russian third seed Safin reached
his fourth quarterfinal of the year, all
on hardcourts, by ousting 104th-
ranked Dutchman Robin Haase 7-5,
6-7 (2/7), 7-5 after two hours and 35
minutes in a match that ended 47
minutes after midnight.

Safin faces Frenchman Gael
Monfils on Friday. Confident Monfils,
ranked 54th, beat Germany's Michael
Berrer6-7(5/7),6-3,6-3.

"Quarter-final for me is nothing. I
expect to win this tournament," said

Monfils, whose only ATP title came on
Sopot clay in 2005. "(Safin is) nothing.
I played him last year in Cincinnati
andIbeathim. It'sjustamatch."

World number five Roddick, who
won here in 2001 and 2005, advanced
to his 10th quarterfinal of the year. On
Friday he faces South Korean fifth
seed Lee, who rallied to eliminate
France's Julien Benneteau 2-6, 6-2, 6-
3.

"He times his winners," Roddick
said of Lee. "You've got to try to make
him uncomfortable, break his rhythm
alittlebecause he'sarhythm player."

Roddick, who lost an Indianapolis
semi-final last week, seeks his second
title of the year after winning at
Queen's in June. He improved to 3-0
lifetime over Stepanek, who won his
second ATP title two weeks ago in Los
Angeles.

Haas, who only resumed full
workouts Monday, was pleased with
his progress.

"So far, so good," said Haas. "To
reach quarter-finals is good, especially
withtheinjury.I'mhappysofar.”

Isner, who in May led the
University of Georgia to a US college

team title, ousted Britain's Tim
Henman and German eighth seed
Benjamin Becker in earlier third-set
tiebreakers at the 600,000-dollar US
Open tune up event.

"It's still a dream. To win three
matches 7-6 in the third at a tourna-
ment like this is amazing," Isner said.
"I know my serve can take me a long
way. Hopefully it can carry me against
Haas.He'sagreatplayer."

Ninth-ranked Haas, one victory
shy of 400 in his ATP career, seeks his
12th title and second of 2007, having
won February's Memphis final over
Roddick. Isner, who is 6-foot-9, has
yet to win a first set in four career ATP
matches.

"I know he serves really big," Haas
said of the newcomer. "I don't know
the last time somebody won three in a
row 7-6 in the third. It's tough to play
those players. He uses his height as an
advantage. You have torespectit."

Even Roddickrespectsit.

"You can't teach 6-foot-9,"
Roddick said. "He's playing on the
house's money. If you have that kind
of weapon you're going to win
matchesouthere."

Sharapova
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concerned over her post-
Wimbledon swoon which has left
her 1-2 after two weeks on hardcourt
almost a month after her surprise
run at the All England club, where
shelostto Venus Williams.

"My level was pretty good, but it
was a hard match and I didn't play
the right tactics. I had chances to
close out the second set and get back
intoit, butIdidn'ttake them."

Dementieva next plays Kirilenko,
while Chakvetadze will face
Wimbledon champion Williams. The
10th-seeded American advanced with
ease, dismissing sixth-seeded
Slovakian Daniela Hantuchova 6-0, 6-
3.

India's Sania Mirza handed Russia
its only setback of the day, beating
eighth seed Dinara Safina 6-1, 6-2 and
nextfaces Sharapova.

Patty Schnyder won a Swiss strug-
gle as she took a 3-2 lead in her career
rivalry with Martina Hingis after a 6-1,
6-7 (4/7), 6-3 win which puts her up
againstPetrova.

"I'm always nervous when I play
her, and winning is always extra
special,” said the 11th seed, a semi-
finalist in 2006. "We're both very
ambitious. Tobeather feels great.

"The third set really tough for me,
mentally and physically," Schnyder
added. "I was getting tired but when I
got the break I knew I had a chance to
win.

"It was a great fight like we
expected."

A genius clown?
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Sreesanth's closest friends in the team,
will no doubt understand his situation,
having struggled to come to terms with
international cricket when he was first
picked, before returning far more
assured. A chat with Mahendra Singh
Dhoni, another superstar from a
traditionally non-cricketing state,
could help. Seeking out an elder states-
man like Anil Kumble, a highly aggres-
sive yet unassuming bowler, wouldn't
be out of place either. Nobody is asking
Sreesanth to mellow down -- infacthe
needs all the aggression he can sum-
mon -- but more channelising, and
less Bollywood, will be the way to go.

'Get the experts'

Cricket

BBC ONLINE, undated

Ashley Giles is urging England to be
bold when they name their final
squad for the ICC World Twenty20
tournament.

The inaugural event takes place in
South Africa in September and Giles
says the selectors should pick county
expertsin their 15 on Monday.

The England spinner told BBC
Sport: "We should think of players like
Darren Maddy, Jeremy Snape, Mal
Loye and Tim Ambrose.

"We play a lot of Twenty20 at
countylevel and have specialists."

Batsmen Loye and Maddy along
with spinner Snape are all in the
provisional squad of 30 but
Warwickshire wicket-
keeper/batsman Ambrose is not,
despite being the third highest run-
scorer in the competition this season.

The 34-year-old Loye, who lines
up for Lancashire in the finals of the
domestic Twenty20 Cup on Saturday,
played in the one-day series victory in
Australia but was left out of the World
Cupsquad.

Warwickshire captain Maddy, 33,
played the last of his eight one-day
games and three Tests seven years ago
but helped Leicestershire to
Twenty20 Cup glory on 2004 and
2006.

Snape, 34, played alongside
Maddy in Leicestershire's two tri-
umphs, has featured in 10 one-day
internationals and was part of
England's coaching set-up at the
World Cup.

Giles believes experienced players
such as these could bring vital know-
how to England's team in South
Africa.

England's Test and one-day
players have limited experience of
Twenty20 cricket because their
international commitments prevent
them playing regularly in the domes-
tic tournament.

Giles, who may be forced to retire
from the game because of a persistent
knee injury, added: "I would treat the
game now with the respect it
deserves.

"You are talking about a World
Cup. We've not been blessed with
winning too many one-day trophies
sowe should go therelooking to win.

"There's no point us going there
notlooking towinit."

England won their first Twenty20
international, against Australia, by
100 runs in 2005, but were defeated in
their next four matches before scrap-
ing past West Indies at The Oval in
June.

Giles, 34, played 62 one-day
internationals for England but
believes the 50-over-a-side format
mightbe outdated.

He said: "You don't see many 50-
over games that go to the death, and
Twenty20 cricket can turnin an over.

"So actually you might learn more
discipline from Twenty20 cricket,
because every ball, every over you
have to be totally focused otherwise
you couldlose the game."

And Giles said Adil Rashid, the 19-
year-old Yorkshire leg-spinner who
has made such a big impression with
ball and bat, could be picked for Test
tour of Sri Lanka -- where England
may take two extra spinners along
with Monty Panesar.

But he also added that the tour at
the end of the year was "maybe just a
bit too early" for Rashid, a player he is
"reallyimpressed with".

Juninho
m Football

AFP, Sydney

Brazilian midfielder Juninho Paulista
was Friday named as Australian A-
League side Sydney FC's marquee
player for the upcoming season, in a
deal reportedly worth one million
dollars (859,000 US).

The signing of Juninho, an integral
member of Brazil's 2002 World Cup
winning team, ends the club's long
search for a marquee player after
Dwight Yorke returned to England 11
months ago.

"I think it's a new experience for
me and a great opportunity for me to
go to Australia," Juninho said at a
press conference at Sydney Football
Stadium.

"I came because the club was
interested in Juninho and that made

goes down under

me make my head up to sign with
them."

Sydney FC chief executive officer
George Perry said that Juninho was
the A-League's biggest-ever signing.

"Juninho is a true superstar of the
world game, a household name to
football fans around the globe," Perry
said in a statement. "We're thrilled to
welcome him aboard."

Coach Branko Culina said it was a
relief to have secured the 34-year-old
ahead of the A-League season opener
onAugust24.

Juninho's signing came after
former Liverpool ace Robbie Fowler
rejected an offer from the club.

"As a World Cup winner, Juninho
brings a wealth of experience at the
highest possible level to Sydney FC,"
Culinasaid. "It's not often that you get
to work with someone of his phenom-
enalfootballing ability.

"Not only is Juninho's signing
great news for Sydney FC but also for
Australian football in general. It
demonstrates how the far the game
has come in this country over the past
fewyears," headded.

Under A-League rules, clubs can
sign a marquee player whose wages
are exempted from the team's salary
cap as a means of raising the sport's
profile in Australia.

Former Manchester United striker
Dwight Yorke filled the role in 2006,
helping Sydney FC to the inaugural A-
League title before moving back to
Britain with Sunderland.

Juninho, who made 50 appear-
ances for Brazil between 1995 and
2003, has also played for Sao Paulo,
Middlesbrough, Atletico Madrid,
Vasco da Gama, Flamengo, Celtic and
Palmeiras.

Hard men don't boast

Ly, LD

Cricket

SIMON BARNES

This week, I spoke to John Woodcock,
Cricket Correspondent of this parish
1954-88, and received the first words of
sense I have heard on the subject of
jellybeans: “They should be forced to
play their next game in short trousers.”
Absolutely. The whole business is
childish beyond description. The
taunting of an opponent by leaving
sweets on the pitch is pathetic. It
destroys a spectator's pleasure in the
game. It certainly made me switch my
allegiance to India. I thought England
deserved what they got. And I don't
thinkIwasaloneinthat.

And yet the England cricket team
defend such idiocy. More, they take
pride in it. The whole business of taunt-
ing, putting off, insulting all the things
that go under the name of sledging has
become a battleground in which ugli-
nessand inanity struggle for supremacy.

The stump microphone picked up a
classic piece of sledging wit during that
second Test between England and
India. “I'm driving a Porsche Carrera;
what's your car?” Thus the exquisite
Wildean wit of the modern England
cricketerislaid bare.

Itis, of course, the sort of remark you
would expect from a Porsche driver, a
Porsche being the naffest car ever
manufactured. But is it a suitable
remark to make to a man from a Third
World nation who is a guest in your
country? The combination of vulgarity
andinsensitivityis mind-numbing.

But the thing that really gets to me is
that England cricketers seriously believe
that sledging makes them better play-
ers. They prink and preen because they
say bad things to people when they
cannotfightback. Hard men, eh?

“It comes with the territory,” Matt

Prior, the England wicketkeeper, said.
“It's international cricket, it's a hard
game. We all want to win, we're all
playing to win, so you're going to have
banter.” Prioris simply telling the world:
“I'mwell 'ard.”

As a point of information, people
who need to tell the world that they are
well 'ard are not, in fact, 'ard at all. They
are just mouthy gits. Real hard man
don'tneedtotellyou.

The England cricket team are suffer-
ing from confusion. The players believe
to a man that behaving like an arsehole
makes you a better cricketer. The fact is
that it doesn't. It only makes you an
arsehole.

Peter Moores, the England head
coach and team director, has talked up
his belief that his team should be more
aggressive. That is interpreted by all
perhaps even intended by him as
charter to drop all reasonable standards
ofbehaviour, as if serious sport can only
ever take place in an atmosphere of
festering playground antipathy.

This is not only untrue, it is not what
we spectators want. One of the many
great things about the Ashes series of
2005 was the respect between the
players. The ultimate image of the series
was Andrew Flintoff's moment of
commiseration with Brett Lee after
England's narrow win at Edgbaston in
the second Test. We liked that that's
howwewant cricket played.

So what is Moores's response to the
present outbreak of nonsense? “There is
an issue about whether the stump mike
should be soloud.” No thereis not, there
is an issue about whether the England
players should make such prats of
themselves.

It's not as if it did them any good.
Zaheer Khan, the man insulted by
means of jellybeans, responded by
taking five second-innings wickets as
England slithered to defeat, leaving
Michael Vaughan, the home team's

captain, feebly trying to explain that,
although Zaheer had played awfully
well, it wasn't the jellybeans that had
inspired him. Zaheer took the opposite
view.

England didn't look well 'ard, they
looked well pathetic. These people are
supposed to be playing for England,
they are supposed to be representing
me.

How has it come about, then, this
belief that bad manners and good
cricket are inseparable? Australia,
obviously. For years, England have
believed that everything good in cricket
is Australian and that the more
Australian the England team can be, the
more cricket matches theywill win.

So England have copied the boasting
and the taunting while failing to pro-
duce a Shane Warne or a Glenn
McGrath. And it's contentious, I know,
but I think Warne and McGrath did
more to win cricket matches for
Australia than any amount of mental
disintegration inspired by Steve
Waugh's sledging. England maylack the
talent of Warne and McGrath, but they
can certainly behave in an infantile and
boorish fashion, and that's almost as
good, isn'tit?

Cricket is a game in which people
talk. There's plenty of opportunity for it,
after all. And I've played it. As a lapsed
wicketkeeper, I'd say the strongest part
of my game was the ability to suck my
teeth loudly enough for the batsman to
hear it 15 yards away after the ball had
passed thebat.

Banter, seldom terribly edifying, is a
part of cricket, on the village green and
elsewhere. No one expects cricket to
take place in a reverential hush and,
amid the general din, no one is sure
whether he is trying to encourage the
bowler ordisturb the batsman.

So there is a line to be drawn. I'd be
inclined to draw it on purely aesthetic
grounds: if it's ugly, childish and

pathetic, it's time for the umpires to step
in, as they are empowered to do. As
Christopher Martin-Jenkins has
pointed out on these pages before, a
five-run penalty for an illegal attempt to
put the batsman off is within the laws of
thegame.

The ICC should encourage umpires
to take this on. It would be the direct
opposite of what happened in tennis,
when John McEnroe was making an
idiot of himself. Then, tennis umpires let
him throw his tantrums because they
feared that defaulting him would make
too much trouble. The ICC needs to
grasp the nettle on this one because the
players and coaches such as Moores
don't even think they are behaving
badly. No, theythink theyare being cool,
theythink they are being Real Men.

Me. I'd like to watch an England
team who played good, aggressive
cricket, rather than merely pretending
to do so. Cricket is supposed to be
aggressive: the increased aggression in
the bowling of Ryan Sidebottom and
Chris Tremlett this season has been
good, notbad.

But these improvements are not
dependent on throwing sweeties at
batsmen or boasting about what kind of
penis substitute you happen to drive. All
the cult of sledging does is spoil the
game for the spectators, who wantto see
a good match contested in a forthright,
full-on, flat-out, aggressive, honour-
able, decent, grown-up way. If we don't
get that, perhaps we will start to look
elsewhere for our sporting pleasures.

I shall leave the last word to King
Lune of Archenland, from The
Chronicles of Narnia. His impetuous
son insults an enemy who is brought
before the court in chains. “Shame,
Corin. Never taunt a man, save when he
isstronger thanyou: thenasyouplease.”

(Revered sports writer Simon Barnes
wrotethisarticleonthe Times).

Give Dhoni
time: Singh

PT1I, Leicester

Unfazed by Mahendra Singh Dhoni's
less than impressive show behind the
stumps so far, India fielding coach
Robin Singh on Thursday said it
would take time for the wicketkeeper
to adapt to the tough English condi-
tions.

"Dhonihasnotlosthis confidence
and not dropped any catches. He has
done reasonably well. The conditions
haven'tbeen easy," Robin said.

"Even Matt Prior (England
wicketkeeper) has been struggling. So
we are not overly concerned about
Dhoni'skeeping," headded.

Brushing aside the criticism
directed towards Dhoni, Robin said it
would take time for the wicketkeeper
to getused to the conditions.

"It takes time. I've been talking to
Alec Stewart and others here. I even
spoke to Andy Flower, who gave up
the gloves in this sort of scenario," he
said.

"In England the ball swings a lot
and even their wicketkeeper was
struggling a lot. Matt Prior has not
hadthebesttime," headded.

'Play ICL and
you're gone'

BBC ONLINE, undated

Pakistan's cricket authorities say any
of their players who take part in the
unofficial Indian Cricket League will
never play for the countryagain.

Sources close to some of the play-
ers said Shoaib Akhtar, Shahid Afridi
and Shoaib Malikhad received offers.

Ex-Pakistan captain Inzamamul
Haq says he has been approached,
while ex-West Indies great Brian Lara
hassigned.

"Those who are working for us will
not be given permission," said
Pakistan Cricket Board chairman
Nasim Ashraf.

"The ICL is not recognised by the
International Cricket Council or its
member boards so there is no ques-
tion of our players going to play there.

"We have clauses in our central
contracts clearly outlining the board
decideswhere the players canplay."

India's cricket authorities have also
refused to endorse theleague.

BCCI claims
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He, however, said personally he
would not give much importance to
theincident.

"Incidents of this kind do happen
on ground sometimes and I'm not
sure how much importance should
be given to it. Personally, I think we
should forget aboutall this," he said.

Murgatroyd, however, expressed
surprise at Pawar's statement.

"There is no such thing. Match
Referee (Ranjan Madugalle) had said
after the second Test that he will talk
to the two captains before the third
Test gets underway. That is where it
stands. Thatis the end ofit," he said.

Pity the poor opener

ﬁl Cricket

AAKASH CHOPRA

India must be pretty chuffed, having
marked the 60th year of independence
witharare Testwinin England.

A lot of credit must go to Wasim
Jaffer and Dinesh Karthik for that
stand of 147 -- -- - it really set up the
game. At the same time, as an opener
myself, I felt for Alastair Cook and
Andrew Strauss. This time around,
they had the rough end of the deal.
Opening isn't easy at the best of times
and in this Test, the England openers
were greeted with adouble nightmare.

As an opener, you always want to
bat first -- that way you bat at least
once when your legs and mind aren't
tired after you've spenta day and a half
in the field. But there is one situation
in which no opener wants to bat first:
when the wicket is damp or very green,
and the conditions are overcast.

Trent Bridge scored on most of
those counts. It wasn't overcast on
Friday, but the players had to wait for
the game to start.

That's especially bad for an opener
-- you go through your usual ritual
and then are asked to wait. You while
away the time doing random things
but with an eye on the proceedings:
When is the next inspection? What are
the chances of any play on the day?
What's the weather forecast? You want
torelaxbutyoucan't.

You do get halfan hour after the toss
to set yourself up, but taking guard on
the damp Trent Bridge pitch wasn't just
another day in office. It called for
special skills and a particular mindset,
andabitofluck.

In back-to-back Tests, when
you've scored runs in the previous
game, like Strauss had, you are at
greater risk of becoming a victim of
your confidence. It's hard to be cau-
tious when you have runs under your

belt.

When you get runs after coming off
a bad patch, like Strauss did, you tend
to think that everything is back to
normal. But it obviously takes a lot
more than a couple of good scores to
get back into regular scoring mode
again.

On the other hand, Cook, having
got starts in both innings in the previ-
ous game, was rightly cautious and
was willing to bide his time.

The other unpleasant scenario for
an opener is when you need to bat a
handful of overs before stumps after
having fielded five sessions or more.
When an opener is fielding, as soon as
about eight opposition batsmen get
out, he tends to drift into his own
world. The preparation for the second
innings starts when you're still on the
field.

Some might say that it isn't right to
have your mind wandering while the
task at hand is as yet unfinished, but
then an opener gets only seven-odd
minutes to change clothes, put on his
gear, and get back on the ground. On
paper it's a ten-minute break, but
when you take away the time it takes to
get to and from the dressing room, it's
more like seven. So, towards the end of
the second or third innings, openers
are usually given some leeway --
they're pulled out of close-in fielding
duties, say.

Having said that, there are times
when the opposition's tail wags for
longer than anticipated, and the
openers go through an agonising wait
again. This happens often but when
it's a question of facing a few overs at
the end of the day, it is especially
difficult.

It's even tougher if you've got out
for not much in the first innings and
it'syourlast chance in the game.

If you've seen the pitch improve
drastically leading up to your second
time at the crease, like with Strauss
and Cook at Trent Bridge, your

thought processes turn around.
Caution is still required but in a differ-
ent sense. At Trent Bridge the ball was
not going to do as much as it did in the
first morning, which meant the Indian
bowlers would have to bowl a lot
straighter. That in turn implied that
the caution for Strauss and Cook in the
second innings was to neither get
carried away with playing too many
strokes (which can happen when the
bowlers bowling straighter) or -- the
other extreme -- getbogged down.

Openers get used to batting in the
mornings, when it's bright, and
though all of us have batted at the end
of the day, the idea is still alien in
practice.

The thing is, no matter how fit you
are, mentally and physically, or how
much you train, it's tough playing with
an exhausted mind and body. If there
are only five overs to play out, the
openers still have to go out, whereas
the No. 3 has the option of sending out
anightwatchman if a wicket falls.

The only good thing about batting
at the end of a day is that it's an oppor-
tunity to score some runs: the attacking
fields getyou full value for your shots. In
order to take wickets, bowlers tend to
bowl at you instead of setting up a
dismissal, and you end up playing a lot
more balls than you would normally do
-- provided you're in decent nick. I
remember how excited Viru (Sehwag)
was when India had to bat out a few
overs before stumps on day four in the
2004 Chennai Test against Australia.

Openingisn't an easy job, but then
again no one forces anyone to be an
opener. Still, I couldn't help but feel a
sneaking sympathy for Strauss and
Cook.

(Aakash Chopra, the former Indian
opener, wrote this article on CricInfo).

'Behave well or don't play’

ﬁl Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

New Australia coach Tim Nielsen
wants his team to be conscious of their
behaviour and has suggested any
lapses could have an impact on selec-
tion. As the side prepares for its season
of regeneration -- Shane Warne,
Glenn McGrath, Justin Langer and
John Buchanan have departed --
Nielsen said the unit wasnolongerina
position to fall back on the perfor-
mances of the greats and the next rung
of players would have to "present
well".

"All the little things thatadd up into
selection will come into play," he said
in the Herald Sun. "If any player
doesn't present himself well and
shows he is not able to handle the
pressure, it's probably going to be a
little bit of an issue for the selectors to
look at when they pick their first Test
team."

Nielsen told the paper Stuart
MacGill had already been spoken to

and the issue would be addressed as a
group during the pre-season camp in
Coolum later this month. MacGill was
suspended for two weeks after an
incident with an umpire in Sydney
grade cricket last summer and was

TIM NIELSEN

upset to have suffered a knee injury

during the pre-Ashes boot camp.
"ITknow (Stuart) isaware of the little

issues that may be there," Nielsen

said. "He is now perceived as the
senior spinner in Australia and his
Testrecordis outstanding.

"But the biggest challenge for him
...isto showbeing the senior spinner is
not just about the most wickets, it's
about leading and presenting himself
well and assisting the younger players
coming through." MacGill is part of
the Australia A tour to Pakistan next
month and will have the dual duties of
bowling himselfinto form and guiding
Cullen Bailey, Dan Cullen and
Cameron White.

Australia face a busy schedule
starting with the Twenty20 World
Championship in September and
Nielsen said the players had to look
outside their results and consider their
behaviour. "If you want to be seen as
the best, its not just about winning and
losing," he told the paper. "The whole
kitand caboodle goes with it.

"It's abalancing act of understand-
ing the situation. As the leading team
in the world, we don't get as much
leeway as other teams get in that area.
We need to bereally conscious of it."
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