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AFP, California

Maria Sharapova made a formidable 

start to the summer hardcourt season, 

the US Open champion crushing Thai 

Tamarine Tanasugarn 6-1, 6-3 in the 

second round of the San Diego Classic 

Wednesday. 

The Florida-based Russian world 

number two launched her title 

defence with apparent ease as she 

returned to competition for the first 

time since falling in the fourth round 

at Wimbledon to eventual champion 

Venus Williams. 

"I feel good, I did all the right 

things," Sharapova said. "I'm moving 

well. But you never know how you are 

until you play a match. Things are 

going well. 

The two-time grand slam cham-

pion showed no sign of discomfort 

from the lingering shoulder worry 

which required a pain-killing injec-

tion in the spring. 

"My shoulder doesn't hurt - but 

I'm not at 100 percent either, But I've 

been talking about it for so long that I 

feel I'm repeating myself. 

"I just want to go out and play 

tennis," she said. "It's not getting 

worse and I know it will eventually get 

better." 

Sharapova skipped Russia's Fed 

Cup tie last month against the United 

States amid harsh home criticism, 

saying she needed to rest her injury. 

The 20-year-old, who lifted the 

2006 title here without the loss of a set, 

beating Kim Clijsters in the final, 

made a perfect start to her defence 

and led a string of Russians into the 

third round. 

Three other seeded Russians and 

and world number 42 Maria Kirilenko 

all advanced in straight sets. 

Third seed Anna Chakvetadze 

extended her summer win streak to 10 

m a t c h e s ,  c r u s h i n g  M e g h a n n  

Shaughnessy 6-4, 6-4. 

Chakvetadze, ranked sixth, had 

polished her finals record to six-for-

six with last weekend's triumph in 

Stanford over India's tennis princess 

Sania Mirza. 

Number eight Dinara Safina 

eliminated Camille Pin of France 6-1, 

6-4 and ninth seed Elena Dementieva 

stopped German Angelique Kerber 6- 

1, 6-2. 

Kirilenko upset Czech 16th seed 

Lucie Safarova 6-4, 7-6 (7/3). 

Sharapova's sharp return 

PHOTO: AFP

Maria Sharapova of Russia in action against Tamarine Tanasugarn of 
Thailand during her match at the La Costa Resort and Spa at Carlsbad in 
California on Wednesday.

Tenth-seeded Wimbledon cham-

pion Venus Williams was untroubled 

in a 6-2, 6-4 defeat of Frenchwoman 

Virginie Razzano, with the American 

committing 41 unforced errors 

against 30 winners. 

Williams won this tournament in 

2000, 2001 and 2002, but is making her 

first appearance after a five-year 

absence. 

Her last defeat in this event came 

in 1999, when she lost the final to 

Martina Hingis, this year's seventh 

seed. 

"I played well, I had some errors, 

but I was aggressive," Williams said. 

"She played her best tennis and didn't 

give me any free points. 

"I'm relaxed and confident, if I'm 

down a break I know I can do what-

ever it takes to break back. 

"I think I'm playing better than at 

Wimbledon. My game is improving 

with every match that I've played." 

Chakvetadze will next face former 

tournament giant killer Ai Sugiyama, 

who continued her habit of knocking 

out seeds with a 6-2, 7-6 (7/3) victory 

over number 15 Austrian Sybille 

Bammer. 

In 2005, Sugiyama beat Daniela 

Hantuchova and reigning US Open 

champion Svetlana Kuznetsova 

before losing the final here to France's 

Mary Pierce. 

Slovakia's Hantuchova, seeded 

sixth, advanced with a 6-3, 1-6, 6-1 

victory over Viktoria Azarenka of 

Belarus. 

INTERNET, undated

It is hard to believe that the attention of 

India's cricket cognoscenti was focused 

anywhere this week except on the Trent 

Bridge ground in Nottingham, England, 

where its team scored a seven-wicket 

victory over England to go 1-0 up with 

one match to play in the series.

But the more visionary folk in the 

game in India may just have noticed an 

announcement from somewhere south 

of Nottingham.

Researchers at Oxford University 

believe they have found a gene that 

increases the odds of being left-handed. 

Certainly, if a way is ever found of manu-

facturing this gene, Indian cricket would 

be a potential customer.

At Trent Bridge, it was the lefties that 

won it.

India, unusually, has two left-arm 

quick bowlers on its current team. 

Zaheer Khan, swinging the ball with 

pace and control both into and away 

from batsmen, took nine of the 20 

English wickets to fall during the match, 

making him an easy choice for Man of 

the Match. Rudra Pratap (R.P.) Singh 

took only three, but this included 

dismissing Kevin Pietersen -- England's 

most dangerous batsman -- for low 

scores in each innings.

England also has a lefty quick 

bowler. Ryan Sidebottom bowled as 

well as at any time in his short interna-

tional career, but he had atrocious luck 

and only took one wicket.

Khan's performance, his best ever in 

49 Tests for India, took him past 150 

wickets. As the number of Test matches 

proliferates, such landmarks begin to 

feel commonplace. At the end of 1987, 

there were 40 bowlers who had taken 

150 wickets in Tests. Khan is the 80th, a 

doubling in a little less than 20 years.

In another sense, though, he is a 

rarity. Those 80 bowlers divide neatly at 

just over two pacemen (53) to one 

spinner (26), with the prodigious West 

Indian bowler Garry Sobers falling into 

both categories.

Khan is only the fourth of the 

pacemen to bowl left-handed (as did 

Sobers). Few question the standing of 

Wasim Akram of Pakistan, who took 414 

wickets in 104 Test matches between 

1985 and 2002, as the greatest of all left-

arm pacemen. Chaminda Vaas of Sri 

Lanka has taken 319 wickets in 98 Tests 

since 1994. Before both came the 

Australian Alan Davidson, who took 185 

wickets in 44 matches spread over a 

decade in more leisurely times, between 

1953 and 1963.

The extent of Khan's achievement is 

further underlined by the figures for 

England. It fielded an excellent left-arm 

quick bowler, Tom Emmett, purveyor of 

a lethal delivery he christened the 

"sostenuter" -- a ball pitching on the leg 

stump and then breaking sharply 

toward the off bail -- in the first Test 

match ever at Melbourne in 1877. Yet, 

in the 130 years since, no English left-

arm quick has succeeded in taking 100 

wickets in Tests. Bill Voce, who played 

from 1932 to 1946, is closest with 98.

Of the lefties clan

CRICINFO, undated

Anyone who seriously believes that 

South Africa did not win the World 

Cup because their players drink too 

much needs to get out more.

South Africa did not win the World 

Cup because Australia played a brand 

of cricket no other team in the world 

could match, let alone better. That 

should be the beginning and the end of 

the matter. But in South Africa we 

build entire dynasties on foundations 

of denial, so we refuse to accept that 

there can't be more to it than the 

obvious, blinding, elephant-in-the-

room truth.

Just as true is that players who 

believe they can give of their best in the 

72 hours after a big night out should 

peg their career ambitions some way 

below international level.

Mickey Arthur believes his players 

are not among these malcontents and 

cites just two breaches of the team's 

alcohol rules since he took over as 

coach in 2005. Both times the issue 

was dealt with internally, which 

means no official disciplinary hearing 

was held and no recognised punish-

ment was meted out.

But rather than wondering out 

loud whether Australia beat a 

hungover South African team in the 

Caribbean or whether the over-

indulgence by some players after the 

loss to New Zealand is an issue worth 

pursuing (it isn't) we should ask why 

the team's rules on drinking are 

policed by the players themselves.

The company line is that they are 

mature professionals who are able to 

maintain their self-discipline. Why, 

then, would they object to an inde-

pendent authority taking a look at 

their mature, professional, disciplined 

behaviour after hours and dealing 

with the few who fall foul of the code?

The bleakest answer to that ques-

tion is that South African cricket has 

fallen victim not to a culture of drink-

ing but to a culture of untouchability. 

All players who are good enough to 

represent their countries are placed on 

pedestals, and there are precious few 

who have reached that level without at 

least a touch of arrogance. In countries 

that have enjoyed continuity from one 

generation of players to the next, no 

pedestal is too tall to be upended if 

needs be, and there are invariably 

respected greybeards in the mix who 

are able to remind the current stars 

that they are no more than part of the 

game.

In South Africa, with its history of 

separation, legalised inequality, and 

20 years of isolation, that system is not 

working. The country is represented 

by players who regard themselves as 

the be-all and end-all of the game. 

Even the most senior administrators 

are paid only the most scant respect, 

and the past is something we would 

rather not discuss. Were Graeme 

Pollock to walk into a room filled with 

16-year-old cricketers it's a fair bet 

they would think he was the granddad 

of one of their mates. Hylton 

Ackerman? He's a commentator, isn't 

he? Hang on; he's HD's old man. The 

fact that Ackerman was an outstand-

ing genius of his generation of South 

African batsmen goes unspoken and 

therefore unheard.

Cricket South Africa's (CSA) reac-

tion to the publication in the local 

edition of The Wisden Cricketer of a 

report by the national team's former 

fitness trainer, Adrian le Roux, who 

considered the players' alcohol con-

sumption "a problem", aptly illus-

trates a community that has forgotten 

its place in wider society.

"It is a matter of grave concern, 

however, that a confidential report 

with limited distribution to CSA 

officials should be leaked and sensa-

tionalised in this way," said chief 

executive Gerald Majola. Shouldn't 

Majola save his "grave concern" for 

the players' seeming disregard for his 

board's authority?

After all, it wasn't that long ago that 

one South African player grew so 

powerful and so ungovernable that the 

consequences of his unbridled actions 

undermined cricket around the world. 

His name was Hansie Cronje.

Making their own rules

CRICINFO, undated

Mohammad Yousuf and Abdul Razzaq 

are likely to be two big-name casual-

ties from Pakistan's 15-man squad for 

the Twenty20 World Championship in 

South Africa.

Though Pakistan don't announce 

their squad until next week, when 

results of dope tests taken on all 30 

probables arrive, Yousuf and Razzaq 

are set to be sacrificed as Pakistan 

takes a punt and tests its younger 

talent and bench strength.

The uncertain position of Yousuf in 

particular, comes as a surprise, given 

his outstanding form only last year 

and a generally impressive record in 

ODIs. But his fielding, and an apparent 

desire to have more flexible batting 

options, might work against him.

"Though it is not finalised yet, the 

chances of Yousuf being selected for 

the squad are very unlikely. Younis 

Khan is there as an orthodox batsman 

and he is a good fielder too. We want to 

have some fresher, younger options 

who give us flexibility," a well-placed 

board source told Cricinfo.

Fawad Alam, the young Karachi all-

rounder who has impressed during 

the practice matches, and Shahid 

Yousuf, the Sialkot middle-order 

batsman, are being touted as potential 

replacements. Both have enjoyed 

success during the domestic limited-

overs season. Karachi batsmen 

Khurram Manzoor and Khalid Latif, 

the former U-19 captain, have also 

been keenly watched.

(Mohammad) Yousuf left the 

ongoing training camp yesterday and 

returned to Lahore, officially to be 

with his mother who is ill, though 

whispers have it that he was under-

standably upset once aware of the 

situation. Inzamam-ul-Haq, the 

former captain, has already said that 

any decision to drop Yousuf will 

backfire on Pakistan.

There is unlikely to be as much 

surprise if Razzaq is dropped. Though 

his often-devastating lower-order 

batting and handy medium-pace 

suggests he is ideal for Twenty20 

matches, he has been a patchy inter-

national performer over the last two 

years. And ordinary performances in 

the training camp have not helped his 

cause.

"He hasn't stood out during these 

games," said the official. "He has 

struggled to score runs and his bowl-

ing has been really lightweight even 

given that the pitches are really flat. 

Plus, he has never been outstanding in 

the field and the feeling is we need to 

have alert, fresher legs out in South 

Africa."

Seven to eight places have already 

been decided, which still leaves almost 

half the squad to be picked but there is 

a nagging concern, among players, 

that Pakistan's hectic practice sched-

ule is taking its toll.

S h o a i b  A k h t a r ,  p e r e n n i a l l y  

embroiled in one fitness worry or 

another, is certain to go if fit. The 

bowler missed practice again through 

a minor neck strain, but the injury is 

not considered a serious one. Umar 

Gul also limped off after bowling nine 

balls in Wednesday's session and 

missed Thursday's with a foot injury, 

though again the management have 

said it is not serious.

This is the third training camp 

players have attended this summer. 

While the first, in Abbottabad, concen-

trated mainly on physical condition-

ing, subsequent ones have involved a 

series of practice Twenty20 matches. 

The squad was originally scheduled to 

play two matches a day in stifling 

Karachi heat, but on the insistence of 

the players decided on one game per 

day, with the occasional day of gym 

training thrown in.

One bowler confided, however, 

that it was too much and that bowlers 

in particular were lacking motivation 

on flat pitches in demanding condi-

tions.

Yousuf set for axe

CRICINFO, undated

From the frying pan of Trent Bridge, 

where they prevailed in a feverish 

Test, India's cricketers have landed in 

an easy-chair at Grace Road. In an 

eight-day gap between Tests, almost a 

luxury in modern times, they take on 

Sri Lanka A who are coming towards 

the end of a highly satisfying England 

tour.

The post-match celebrations have 

been relatively muted compared to 

those following away triumphs in the 

past. Several players have spent time 

with their wives on tour and there 

hasn't been a united we-stuffed-them 

kind of party. Optimists will point out 

that an away win is no longer a shock, 

and the team has got used to winning 

abroad. As long as they continue 

winning, the pessimists won't get a 

look-in.

Either way, the Grace Road fixture 

should come as a welcome break. Two 

hard-fought Test matches left many of 

the team spent and here's a chance to 

wind down before heading back to 

London. It's a period in which they will 

work on overcoming a seven-year itch, 

in which time they have regularly gone 

down in an away Test immediately 

after winning one.

Statistics inform us that India 

picked up this poor habit at the 

Harare Sports Club in 2001, when 

they surrendered a 1-0 lead to end 

with a drawn series. Several bitter-

sweet combinations have followed -- 

Kandy-Colombo, Port-of-Spain-

Bridgetown, Adelaide-Melbourne, 

Multan-Lahore, Johannesburg-

Durban. They even managed to bring 

that form home with them last time 

they faced England -- from victory in 

Mohali to defeat in Mumbai -- and so 

all assistance needs to be sought to 

avoid Trent Bridge-Oval.

Less than half of India's squad had 

a net ahead of the match and most of 

the players who've been in form will 

be rested from the encounter. Wasim 

Jaffer, Gautam Gambhir, Yuvraj 

Singh, Ramesh Powar, Ishant Sharma 

and Ranadeb Bose were the ones who 

trained in the nets for about two 

hours, and it is they who will take the 

field. Rahul Dravid, who observed 

proceedings for half an hour without 

actually having a bat, is also likely to 

play, in an aim to rediscover his form 

before the Oval encounter.

Mahendra Singh Dhoni needs a 

game, mainly to get his glovework in 

order. He's seen his keeping fall to 

pieces during the tour, yet hasn't 

dropped a single catch in either of the 

Tests. He's struggled to come to terms 

with the late swing and has been more 

of a football goalie parrying the ball 

away rather than a wicketkeeper 

collecting with soft hands.

Robin Singh, India's fielding coach, 

has been on the case. "It takes time. 

I've been talking to Alec Stewart and 

others here. I even spoke to Andy 

Flower, who gave up the gloves in this 

sort of scenario. The important thing is 

he's not lost his confidence and not 

dropped any catches. In England the 

ball swings a lot and even their 

wicketkeeper was struggling a lot. Matt 

Prior has been keeping in England but 

he's not had the best time."

India's catching, after a butter-

fingered series in Bangladesh, has 

been surprisingly secure. A drop-rate 

of one per match -- Dinesh Karthik's 

howler  at  Lord's  and Sachin 

Tendulkar's straightforward miss at 

Nottingham -- is definitely an 

improvement. "We've been concen-

trating a lot on our catching," said 

Singh. "If you look at the West Indies 

series earlier, so many catches were 

dropped. It changes the course of the 

game. Most of the wickets have been 

taken by medium-pacers and we've 

taken all the important catches. Our 

overall fielding has improved. As you 

know most of the guys are on the older 

side, if you have a younger side, you'll 

probably see a better fielding unit."

Up against the Indians will be a 

more athletic side from the subconti-

nent. Sri Lanka A will go into their 

penultimate game of the tour upbeat, 

especially after their one-wicket 

victory over Yorkshire two days back. 

Thilan Samaraweera's side have lost 

just one of their seven matches on this 

tour so far with Kaushal Silva and 

Mahela Udawatte stringing together 

some useful scores. The medium-

pacer Ishara Amarasinghe and 

legspinner Kaushal Lokuarachchi, 

two bowlers who've worn national 

colours, have also posed plenty of 

problems for the batsmen around the 

shires.

TEAM
Wasim Jaffer, Gautam Gambhir, 

Rahul Dravid (capt), VVS Laxman, 

Yuvraj Singh, MS Dhoni (wk), Anil 

Kumble, Shanthakumaran Sreesanth, 

Ramesh Powar, Ishant Sharma, 

Ranadeb Bose.

India take it easy

'Turn off the mic'
FROM PAGE 21

Sreesanth, their fastest bowler, fined 

50 percent of his match fee for barging 

Vaughan and causing further concern 

with a beamer bowled at Kevin 

Pietersen and a no-ball bouncer 

delivered after he'd overstepped the 

crease by several feet.

Madugalle, at the end of the sec-

ond Test, made it clear he would be 

speaking to both sides regarding their 

behaviour before the series finale gets 

underway at The Oval on August 9.

"I would hate the jelly bean thing 

to overshadow the cricket, said 

Moores. "They shouldn't have done it 

and it's one of those things where it 

was meant to be a joke and the game 

looks a bit silly at the end of it.

"We saw (on the final morning) the 

team being aggressive by how they 

bowled which was exciting to watch," 

Moores added.

"We've got to come back at The 

Oval and show we've got something 

left to try to win that Test and level the 

series."

Malinga to
join Kent
AFP, Colombo   

Sri Lanka's star fast bowler Lasith 

Malinga is to join English county 

Kent for just under a month, the 

governing body of the sport here, Sri 

Lanka Cricket (SLC), said Thursday.

Malinga becomes the fourth Sri 

Lankan to play for an English county 

in the current season -- Muttiah 

Muralidaran is at Lancashire, Kumar 

Sangakkara at Warwickshire and 

Chaminda Vaas at Middlesex.

"I am delighted with this opportu-

nity to play county cricket after a 

short international career," Malinga 

said. He was approached earlier in 

the season, but had rejected the offer 

at the time.

The right-arm fast bowler, who is 

known for his fierce yorker, will be 

the third Sri Lankan to play at 

Canterbury following Aravinda De 

Silva and Muttiah Muralidaran.

He is due to return to Sri Lanka at 

the end of this month in time for the 

preparations for the Twenty20 world 

cup in South Africa, SLC officials said.

BBC ONLINE, undated

Jeremy Snape would like to rejoin 

England's coaching staff for the World 

Twenty20 if he is not picked to play.

Snape, who is in the provisional 

30-man squad, coached at the World 

Cup in March but was not retained 

after taking part in a late-night drink-

ing session.

"If I could help either as a player or 

as part of the coaching set up that 

would be great," he told BBC Sport.

"Playing in this competition and 

sharing some of my ideas might help 

me integrate into the set-up long-

term."

The inaugural international 

Twenty20 tournament takes place in 

South Africa in September.

Spinner Snape, who captained 

Leicestershire to 2006 Twenty20 Cup 

glory in 2006, also starred in their 2004 

success.

He is one of several perceived 

"specialists" in the shortest form of 

the game in the provisional squad.

England's selectors will announce 

the final squad of 15 on Monday, with 

Chris Schofield and Darren Maddy 

also waiting to see what approach 

they will take.

Snape was asked to help England 

at the World Cup in part because of his 

experience in sporting psychology -- 

he runs his own consultancy called 

Sporting Edge Solutions.

He agreed a short-term contract to 

run through the group stages.

But it was not extended after he 

was seen drinking in St Lucia on the 

same night that five England players 

were fined and Andrew Flintoff was 

suspended.

Scotland
announce 
T20 WC team
BBC ONLINE, undated

Scotland have announced their 

squad for next month's World 

Twenty20 Championships in South 

Africa.

There are three players from 

f i r s t  c l a s s  c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  

Warwickshire duo of Dougie Brown 

a n d  N a v d e e p  P o o n i a  a n d  

Worcestershire's Dewald Nel.

Captain Ryan Watson said: "We 

have nothing to lose and we have to 

play with that certainty in order to 

spring a surprise or two."

Glenn Rogers and Kyle Coetzer 

were unavailable for selection.

Cricket Scotland's chief execu-

tive Roddy Smith expects the side 

to give a good account of them-

selves.

"The team showed in their very 

close loss to the West Indies last 

month that they can compete very 

well against full members.

"We look forward to then com-

peting well with the Indian and 

Pakistan teams"

SQUAD 
Ryan Watson (c), John Blain, 

Dougie Brown, Navdeep Poonia, 

G o r d o n  D r u m m o n d ,  G a v i n  

Hamilton, Majid Haq, Ross Lyons, 

Qasim Sheikh, Neil McCallum, 

Gregor Maiden, Dewald Nel, Colin 

Smith, Fraser Watts, Craig Wright.

Hoggard 
targets 
county game
CRICINFO, undated

Matthew Hoggard is likely to miss the 

third Test against India, as he is 

aiming to play in Yorkshire's County 

Championship match against  

Lancashire, starting on August 9 -- 

the day the third Test commences at 

The Oval.

Hoggard, who missed the first two 

Tests due to a back spasm, does not 

have an opportunity to prove his 

fitness in a county game before the 

Oval Test.

"If everything goes to plan, 

Matthew (Hoggard) will play league 

cricket on Saturday and then for 

Yorkshire against Lancashire next 

week," Scott McAllister, Yorkshire's 

physiotherapist, told the Yorkshire 

Post. "He has bowled short spells 

outdoors at Headingley during the 

last two days, but is not yet operating 

at maximum tilt.

"We allowed him one over yester-

day off his long run-up, but Matthew 

has mostly been coming in off a short 

run and will only step things up over 

the next few days.

But McAllister indicated that the 

team were being cautious over 

Hoggard's return. "It's important 

that we monitor him carefully for any 

adverse reaction because with this 

type of injury you have to be sensi-

ble," he said. "It's early days in the 

process, but he's coming along well, 

and there's still another week for him 

to prove his fitness ahead of the Roses 

game. But if Matthew is not quite 

ready for that match and needs a bit 

more time, he will get that time. 

There is no question whatsoever of 

him being rushed back too soon."

Hoggard has now missed five of 

England's last seven Tests, with the 

team missing out on the services of 

all four pace bowlers -- Hoggard, 

Steve Harmison, Simon Jones and 

Andrew Flintoff -- who played a role 

in the 2005 Ashes triumph at home.

"The spasm is somewhere at the 

base of my back just above the pel-

vis," Hoggard said about the injury. "I 

felt a twinge there when I was playing 

for Yorkshire in the Roses match at 

Old Trafford."

Hoggard's absence, however, 

might come as a relief for the England 

selectors, since the trio of James 

Anderson, Ryan Sidebottom and 

Chris Tremlett have performed well 

in the ongoing Test series. Perhaps, 

the only reason why England might 

consider Hoggard would be because 

of his batting, since the bowling line-

up at present -- the three pacemen 

along with Monty Panesar -- consists 

of four No. 11s.

Yorkshire could benefit from 

Hoggard's presence in their line-up, 

especially after Jason Gillespie, their 

overseas player, was asked to report 

for a training camp in Australia.

Chawla wreaks 
havoc
AFP, New Delhi

Leg-spinner Piyush Chawla came up 

with match haul of 10 for 58 as India A 

thrashed a Zimbabwe XI by an innings 

and 233 runs in a four-day match at 

the Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo.

After his first innings figures of four 

for 12, Chawla yesterday captured 6 

for 46 to rock the Zimbabwe batting 

line-up and help the visitors sweep the 

two-match series.

The home team was on the back-

foot when they resumed their first 

innings on day three at 67 for 5.

Chawla and Pragyan Ojha claimed 

four wickets each to wrap up the 

Zimbabweans for 143.

After being asked to follow on, the 

Zimbabwe openers -- Tino Mawoyo 

and Hamilton Masakadza -- again 

provided a good start to their team, 

notching up 63 runs before allowing 

any damage to happen.

However, once India A achieved 

the breakthrough, the Zimbabwe 

batsmen fell like nine pins as six of 

them failed to open their account. 

Masakadza's defiant knock of 73 was 

the only bright spot in the hosts' 

batting as they were all out for 148 in 

the second essay.

Wrecker-in-chief Chawla's six 

wickets helped him finish with 18 

scalps in two matches.

Apart from Chawla, paceman Irfan 

Pathan emerged as the most success-

ful bowler for the Indians. The Baroda 

seamer, who was wicketless in the first 

innings, had three wickets for 12 runs 

in the second.

India A will fly to Kenya for two 

three-day matches and a one-day tri-

series involving Sri Lanka A as the 

third team.

'Deco not for' 
FROM PAGE 24

to be here because I love Barca, but life 

always goes on. The day could arrive 

when Barcelona do not want me, but it 

seems that that day is not yet here.' 

Regarding the comments from 

Laporta, Deco added: 'This leaves me 

very happy. If the club do not want to 

sell me, the coach wants me and I 

want to continue, then that is how it 

will be. (I want) to fight to play and 

help Barca return to being champi-

ons.'

Podolski back 
FROM PAGE 24

Having scored 22 goals for Germany 

in 38 appearances, Podolski faces 

stiff competition to win back his 

place in the Bayern team after the 

summer arrival of Italian World 

Cup winner Luca Toni and German 

veteran Miroslav Klose. 

Bayern begin their Bundesliga 

campaign at newly promoted 

Hansa Rostock on August 11. 

Snape willing to join setup

Van der Sar's 
FROM PAGE 24

their opener against Reading, to ensure 

they stay ahead of their title rivals. 

"We must make sure we get off to a 

good start, like we did last season," he 

said. 

"We have three games in the first 

week and it is important we do well in 

them otherwise we can end up under 

pressure straight away. 

"From then on, the team will grow 

and the new players will learn what is 

expected of them." 
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