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Honour the valiant 
We are the two daughters of Shaheed 

Major Najmul Haque, who was the 

Commander  of Sector 7 of  liberation 

forces till his death on 26 September 

1971. As the Wing Commander of the 

then EPR, Naogaon, he was the pio-

neer in joining and organising the 

liberation forces in the area after the  

March 25 crackdown in 1971. The 

people, particularly of Naogaon and 

Chapai Nababganj area still remem-

ber fondly his heroic role in the libera-

tion war. He is now lying in his eternal 

rest side by side with his second in 

command and comrade in arms 

Shaheed Capt. Mohiuddin Jahangir at 

Sona Mosque compound in Chapai 

Nababganj.

After liberation, we returned to 

Bangladesh as orphans between the 

ages of one to two years as infants. By 

the grace of the Almighty Allah we 

survived and grew up in the absence of 

any material assistance from the then 

government. We were never given any 

kind of material benefit from any 

government source and we thought 

our father fought as a freedom fighter 

not for any material benefit and 

therefore, seeking of any return 

against his noble service to the nation 

was never in our minds at all. To 

honour him, a recommendation from 

the appropriate authorities was made 

in 2005 to confer upon him  the post-

humous Independence Day Award for 

his contribution to the liberation war.    

However, recently a few streets of 

Dhaka city were named after the 

Sector Commanders and we were 

encouraged at this noble effort  in 

recognising the contributions of  the 

valiant sons of the soil by the grateful 

nation. But to our utter disappoint-

ment and dismay,  we observed that 

the name of our father Shaheed  Major 

N a j m u l  H a q u e ,   t h e   i n i t i a l  

Commander  of Sector 7,  was myste-

riously omitted from the list for 

unknown reasons. Although  upset, 

sensing deliberate irregularities  in 

the whole selection process, we 

decided to stay away from the contro-

versy at that time with the hope that 

the truth would prevail one day and 

our father would be given his due 

recognition by the grateful nation in 

due course of time.

However, under the present 

changed circumstances we would 

now like to raise the issue to the care-

taker administration  again and would 

earnestly request them to kindly 

review the issue and name one of the 

streets of Dhaka  after the name of our 

illustrious father in recognition of his 

service to the liberation war like other 

sector commanders which will be a 

great consolation for us. He rose to the 

occasion at the call of duty to serve the 

motherland,  setting aside  fatherly  

affection and sacrificed his life for the 

country. 

We hope that the STP worth $5.2billions will 

be approved as soon as possible and works 

will  start for its completion in 10 years, and 

not 20 years.  We have wasted  four decades 

in numerous studies, studies and studies 

costing millions and millions of dollars to 

the public exchequer and have got nothing.  

Since the consultants were selected based 

on their pre-qualification, hence let's give 

support to their recommendations and 

make it better, as I indicated above, make it 

happen in 10 years instead of 20.  Let's not 

do away with all the consultant's   jobs and 

go on and on with endless studies without 

any development.  Yes, we need both tech-

nological and heavy infrastructure devel-

opment and also environmental safety.  If 

we look at the developed countries, no 

infrastructures have been built ignoring the 

environment and people.  Hence, we 

assume that the STP consultants have not 

recommended something ignoring the 

people and the environment.  However, it is 

possible to have 150 million opinions of 150 

million people of Bangladesh. We appreci-

ate the different opinions, but now we 

should get the job started and finished as 

soon as possible.  We hope and trust that 

the CTG and the cabinet will approve the 

STP and make additional plans to mitigate 

environmental concerns of BAPA. 

 I personally do not support rickshaws or 

push-carts and other means of non-

mechanised transport  on the city streets, 

however environment-friendly those might 

be.  Two important points mentioned in 

your report on STP, viz., the development of 

the circular waterway and making the cur-

rent city trains more frequent and efficient 

can be done separately by the BIWTA and 

the railways independent of the STP 

programme. These two issues should not 

hold up the implementation of the STP 

which envisages metro rail, elevated 

express ways etc.,  as these  are very impor-

tant for all of us. 
Qamruddin Chowdhury 
On e-mail

Strategic Transport Plan

It must be clear to all, including 

those like myself who supported 

the US military invasion of Iraq 

hoping that Americans would 

quickly withdraw after toppling 

Saddam Hussein, that the US 

occupation of Iraq is at the root 

of the catastrophe in that coun-

try. As for bringing democracy, 

US President George W. Bush 

has failed to realise that democ-

racy cannot be imposed on any 

people by military means. It 

must grow from within and over 

a long period of time. His con-

tention that the American occu-

pation of post-war Germany 

brought democracy is without 

any basis. Germany was a 

democracy before the war; the 

German people themselves 

elected Hitler. In fact, Hitler was 

an example how a democrati-

cally elected leader could turn 

against other democracies when 

it suited him.  

Instead of bringing democ-

racy, the US occupation has 

stoked the sectarian conflict in 

Iraq. The once-dominant Sunni 

minority hate the Americans 

because of their ouster from 

power. The now- dominant 

Shiite majority, especially the 

supporters of radical Shiite 

cleric Moqtada Al Sadr, are 

hostile because they think the 

US is not allowing them to 

impose Shiite Islamic rule. 

Although the al-Qaeda was not 

present before the US invasion, 

terrorists have now joined the 

war against the Americans in 

Iraq. As former US Senator and 

1972 Democratic candidate for 

president, George McGovern, so 

correctly pointed out in 

Harper's Magazine a year ago: 

“Iraq has become, since the 

invasion, the primary recruiting 

and training ground for terror-

ists. The longer the American 

troops remain in Iraq, the more 

recruits will flood the ranks of 

those who oppose America not 

only in Iraq but elsewhere."

Or, as James Fearon, profes-

sor of political science at 

Stanford University, recently 

wrote: "If the US troops stay, 

there will be an ineffective con-

tinuation of what we've already 

seen, without getting to a peace-

ful Iraq that could stand alone. If 

they go, there could be a gradual 

intensification for power among 

the Shiites, increasing splits in 

the army and police ... and tribal 

leaders fighting al-Qaeda on the 

Sunni side." 

However, of the two unattrac-

tive alternatives, the continued 

American military presence is 

the worse. If the United States 

continues to occupy Iraq, only 

more Americans will pay with 

their lives while sectarian vio-

lence will spiral out of control. 

American military intervention 

has destroyed Iraq and only the 

US military withdrawal may 

bring about some kind of under-

standing among disparate Iraqi 

groups. By trying to impose 

democracy at gunpoint, 

President George W. Bush has 

proved to be the worst enemy of 

democracy in the world at large.
Mahmood Elahi
Iris Street, Ottawa, Canada

It is very much true that the whole nation got fed 

up with the politicians because most of them 

were involved directly or indirectly  in corrup-

tion, extortion and destructive politics. Even the 

party man also has no trust  in  his leaders. We 

were moving in a ship whose captain did not 

know where to go?

Considering these facts, we welcomed the 

present government and the huge expectation 

was that this government would create a good 

atmosphere and develop some mechanism so 

that  the corrupt  would  be eliminated from the 

political arena.

But it is surprising  to us that from the very 

beginning  the present  government is focusing 

on many issues and we understand that their 

main goal is yet to be  fixed. It will be  suicidal if  

the government fails  to hold a credible election. 

Finally,  it is my earnest request to all, please 

try to convince the government to focus on one 

issue and be rational. It is impossible to remove 

corruption from all spheres of life within a day or 

month. You can develop a mechanism/system so 

that it can be rooted out through a gradual  pro-

cess systematically. 

We are unlucky that most of our political lead-

ers and business tycoons are corrupt and they 

didn't maintain a minimum standard of ethics 

and values. But we can't afford to put all busi-

nessmen and corrupt leaders in jail or hang 

them. 
Engr. Abdul Matin Miazi
Tejgaon, Dhaka

CORRUPTION

US invasion

The army general turned president, Pervez 

Musharraf, is increasingly finding himself in trou-

bled water after retaining both the coveted posi-

tions of the powerful army chief and President of 

Pakistan for more than  eight years,  despite con-

stant public uproar and criticism. His recent stunt 

to remove the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

of Pakistan on charges of corruption and nepotism 

backfired like a hell which not only exposed his evil 

desire to cling onto power by maiming the judi-

ciary,  but it also put him in a tight corner and 

finally forced him to change his decision and rein-

state the chief justice. On the other hand,  the hard 

core Muslim fundamentalists are waging a full- 

fledged armed demonstration to turn Pakistan 

into an Islamic republic and impose Shari'a laws. 

Meanwhile, to play down the home turmoil, 

Pervez Musharraf flew to the UAE and Saudi Arabia 

to drum up support in his favour in the upcoming 

general election. However, that too backfired. 

During his secret meeting with former Prime 

Minister of Pakistan, Benazir Bhuttto,  Ms. Bhutto   

said  that no deal could be inked with Musharraf 

until  he hanged  up his military uniform. 

Furthermore, Ms. Bhutto is also skeptical about 

whether Pervez Musharraf will allow her to return 

to Pakistan and contest for the third time in the 

upcoming election. It is also learnt that senior 

army generals have advised the president to quit  

the post of the army chief to avoid further embar-

rassment. This entire adverse situation may have 

posed a predicament  to Pervez Musharraf.

One thing which is very clear to all is that the 

army-led government cannot retain  state power 

for  long. Power must be returned to the people.  
Humayun Hyder
Zigatola, Dhaka 

Musharraf's predicament

Ms Ishrat Jahan (Shuravi)  
Ms Naoreen Sabah (Shiuli)
Gulshan, Dhaka     

DU teachers' protest
This comes to me as a great shock 

when I see a group of teachers wearing 

black badges  on the university cam-

pus to express their political views. 

Recent occurrences following  the 

arrest of the top leader of one of the 

biggest  political parties  are not 

surprising. But what is surprising is  

the participation of  university teach-

ers  in  it. It is not new that the  teach-

ers  protest  all kind of highhanded-

ness. Teachers did it many times with 

a sense of  responsibility. These acts 

are taken very seriously among the 

common people.

What message are they  delivering 

to those people by wearing black 

badges and boycotting classes? Two  

things  are very clear from that act-- 

these teachers  are politically biased 

and they do not  want to see the other 

side of the coin behind this arrest. 

Teachers participate in their own 

elections in different colour panels, 

probably not the worst thing in the 

world, but unfortunately in recent 

years those colors are over-coated by 

the party colours.  So how does a 

student expect a fair view from his 

teacher? 

Another thing, if we look at the 

cadre  system in our country - lots of  

people involved in  it are directly or 

indirectly sheltered by the student 

wings of the major political parties 

based in our universities and colleges. 

On top of that, if the teachers politicise 

the campus (not to say that they 

shouldn't or can't have their own 

political views) - the cadres  in a sense 

g e t  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e m  t o o .  

Unfortunately,  it happened in the 

past in our educational arena.

Lessons we learnt in those  36 years 

by being  hostage  to our political 

systems are not very pleasant and any 

change in the  positive direction 

should  be appreciated by   any edu-

cated people. And the teachers are not 

just “any people”. 
Sarowar Sikder
Senior Software Engineer
Hewlett-Packward Inc.
Dallas, USA

Disheartening
Finally,  my apprehension has been 

proved right. I used to share with my 

family and friends that the present 

anti-corruption drive of the caretaker 

govt. would soon lose its momentum. 

However,  I was not sure as to from 

which direction it would start. I am 

fully taken aback that the teachers of 

the highest educational institution of 

the country have started the so-called 

campaign to safeguard democracy. 

However,  I am not fully surprised 

because the institutions these days 

always boast of not their educational 

feats, but of their contribution to 

different political movements. It is not 

an affront rather an eerie disappoint-

ment to hear what we hear from the 

custodians of our conscience. What is 

more intriguing is the promptness 

with which the student wings of 

different political parties have echoed 

their support for the movement. What 

an unholy nexus on the heels of  the 

caretaker govt's effort to stop politics 

in educational institutions. They are 

now trying to capitalize on the senti-

ments of the ignorant political goons 

of the major political parties.

I was myself a great admirer of one 

of the two ladies before 1/11 and still 

now love one of the late leaders, from 

the core of my heart. But now I hate 

myself for supporting the lady, with-

out an iota of knowledge about her 

deviations. 

The caretaker govt. is trying to 

bring the culprits to book. For doing so 

if our so-called democratic right is 

violated, we welcome that. We don't 

want any more molestation by these 

democrats, neither we support the 

way our teachers are trying to draw the 

battle line. 
Manna  
On e-mail

What next? 
Sk. Mujib inspired us to fight for  

independence, Zia showed us the 

path of economy to follow. 

Ershad/Khaleda/Hasina taught us 

how to indulge in  corruption,  and 

what next?
Dr. Majumder
Darmstadt, Germany

Child labour  
I would like to congratulate Shatabdi 

(Rajshahi)  for writing on child labour. 

It is  really  sad to see such young 

children being employed for  heavy  

works,   which is a complete violation 

of human rights. 

The present caretaker government 

and the civil society should take 

necessary  steps  to stop child labour. 
Peter J. Rebeiro
Indira road 
Farmgate, Dhaka

Ayub Khan's diary 
President Ayub Khan's diary currently 

being serialized in both Bangla and 

English newspapers draws the atten-

tion especially of the old timers for a 

very patent  reason -- they are witness 

to the events narrated in the diary. 

One may however differ with the 

narratives, but the virtues of such 

personalised enterprise, -- even if it 

were not beautifully observant and 

wholly unpretentious -- need not be 

undervalued for it contributes in good 

measure to our understanding of 

time-events to construct history. The 

episodes that have found mention in 

the diary apart, I could not help recol-

lect a 'non-event' of President Ayub 

Khan even after decades now. The 

venue was the Darling Point, an 

elegant two-storied building on Green 

Road, a quiet, middle-class neigh-

bourhood in the provincial city of 

Dhaka where Mr. Habibur Rahman, a 

central minister was hosting a private 

lunch for President Ayub Khan, Amir 

of Kalabagh, Governor, West Pakistan 

and Abdul Monem Khan, Governor, 

East Pakistan. In the interlude before 

lunch, the guests were chatting in the 

verandah when, in an aside, the host's 

daughter emerged and approached 

the President for his autograph before  

the other guests. The President readily 

agreed, he asked for a pen. But none 

on the table could help. I volunteered 

my pen. Much to the delight of the 

host's daughter, the autograph book, 

euphemistically speaking, weighed 

heavier with all the signatures of the 

key figures presiding over nation's 

destiny. I too gained in the fact that my 

time-worn Parker pen anointed with 

history had acquired the status of a 

memento. For long, I kept it with care 

before I lost it so sadly. Over the 

decades, the non-event translates into 

an episode.

The accompanying photograph 

records the Chief Martial Law 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r  A y u b  K h a n ' s  

impromptu press interview at the 

tarmac of the Tejgaon airport in 1958. 

Among others journalists present 

were Abdul Wahab, Syed Jafar Ali, 

Nizamuddin Ahmad, M.R.Akhtar, 

S y e d  A s a d u z z a m a n ,  S . G . M .  

Badaruddin, Wahid Kaiser  and public 

relations officials Syed Sadequr 

Rahman, Abdul Matin and Syed 

Badrul Haque(writer).
Syed Badrul Haque
Lalmatia, Dhaka

Sponsoring space 
visitor's US trip  
This is great news for all Bangladeshis 

that for the first time Rafiqul as a 

representative of Bangladeshi stu-

dents  is going to visit space! This news  

has been  released by different news-

p a p e r s  a n d  T V  c h a n n e l s  i n  

Bangladesh and all over the world.

We came to know from  the daily 

Bhorer Kagoj that the transportation 

cost for his visit to the US could not be 

arranged yet. We all Bangladeshi stu-

dents here in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

Canada are proud of  Rafiqul.  

Bangladeshi Students' Association 

(BSA) Inc, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

cordially wants to take the great respon-

sibility of  sponsoring the trip. 

We are waiting for the quick 

response from those  arranging 

Rafiqul's visit to  the US.
Md. Asadul Islam
General Secretary 
Bangladesh Students' Association 
(BSA) Inc
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Community police 
I am an expatriate--a USA citizen-- 

who has lived and worked now in 

Bangladesh for over 25 years.  Today I 

read about community policing  

working very well in the Mirpur sec-

tion of Kushtia.  I am elated that there 

are policemen  who care as much as 

SM Kamruzzaman who  have taken 

the 'high road' of police work.  I think 

he and his colleagues are to be com-

mended for their fantastic outlook on 

police work.  They give police a 'good 

name' by doing community acts like 

this.  Also, I commend  DS as a news-

paper for bringing such encouraging 

news to our internet laps (I am reading  

The Daily Star in the USA tempo-

rarily).  

I also enjoyed hearing about the 

Bangladeshi peace keeping forces  in 

Ivory Coast.  I have heard many 

rumours that Bangladeshis are con-

sidered 'the best' of these forces and it 

makes me very proud to say that I and 

my family have invested over 25 years 

with Bangladesh!
Craig A Meisner
Adjunct Professor
Dept of Crops and Soils
Cornell University
Gulshan, Dhaka 

Bangladesh cricket
Urgent action required  to improve 

the quality of cricket being played by 

the Bangladeshi players. 

I feel ashamed to discuss the results 

with my friends,  especially the 

Lankans. 

Question pops in one's mind - are 

we fit to play  Test matches?

Very  good coaching,  professional-

ism and patience  are needed. The 

players attempt to score boundaries 

and sixes  of every ball!  That can't 

work!
M. Allem 
On e-mail

BAU 
BAU, a renowned public university in 

South Asia, has a great impact on 

Bangladesh agriculture as well as its 

economy. The important thing to say 

about this university is that there is 

no session jam in any faculty,  while it 

is a common malady in most of the 

public universities. I would like to 

thank the university administration 

for this. Students also deserve  credit 

as they fully cooperate with the 

authorities to run the semester 

system smoothly. 

However, the decent campus 

environment is now polluted by 

pornographic CDs and DVDs which 

are now available aplenty.

The university authorities should 

look into the matter. 
Students
Faculty of Agriculture
Bangladesh Agricultural University

Comments on Biman 
In his letter ("Biman PLC - some 

suggestions," July 27), Mr. Qamruddin 

makes some excellent suggestions on 

making Biman Bangladesh a viable 

airline.  But it is all for naught unless 

Biman is, first, put on a sound finan-

cial footing. Unfortunately, turning 

Biman into a PLC will not help.  

Biman has a huge debt and is in 

arrears with many creditors: for 

example, it owes the Bangladesh 

Petroleum Corporation (BPC)  for 

overdue fuel bills.  On top of that, 

Biman will need a multi-million dollar 

capital infusion to implement Mr. 

Qamruddin's suggestions, especially 

the purchase of new aircraft, which 

Biman desperately needs.  Where is 

this money going to come from?

What the government needs to do 

about Biman is to sell a controlling 

interest (51%), or just give it away, 

assuming the new owners will pay 

down the debt.  Once the debt is 

cleared off the books, the airline will 

need to be right-sized, which means 

laying off thousands of workers Biman 

has accumulated over the years.  If the 

government can shutter jute mills and 

lay off thousands of workers without 

blinking an eye, why not Biman?

In addition, new owners must instill 

a new corporate culture in Biman that 

will turn it into a world-class airline.  

Coupled with new aircraft, a new 

vision, Biman will be looked at with 

awe, not derision as it is now.
Niraj Agarwalla
Randolph MA
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