'@b!ﬂzﬁ‘g Star

Neutrahty

OLITICAL neutrality has
' long been a tradition in
] - Switzerland. After a

" disastrous defeat in a
imtﬂo:u Marignano (sear Milan,
Ttaly) i 1515, the Swiss cantons
Ilolﬂy grew aware of the advan-
tages- of neutrality, which rurned
outto be the only way to maintain
llm integrity and mdepundencc
of a confederation consisting of
-small cantons surraunded by
larger and belligerent powers.
Subsequently the Swiss avoided
becoming involved in conflicts
between surrounding states,

especially during the 30 years of
religious war in Europe which
endedin 1848. It tooka long time,
however, for the unilateral decla-
mation ef peutrality to be recog-
nised by neighbaurs. It therefore
did not prevent the Swiss cantons
from being occupied by the
French daring the years 1798-
1802. Things changed after the
Vienna Congress of 1815, when
the European powers at last
recognised the neucrality of the
confederation, realising thae it
was in their interest to use it to
preserve the political equilibrium

sought by them. After the cre-
ation of rthe federation
Switzerland became able to
defend efficiently its neutrality
with the help of its armed forces.
This was particularly important
in the twentieth century, when
Switzerland was one of the very
few European nations not to be
involved in the First and Second
World Wars.

Neutrality, historically, has
had two main functions: internal
integration and external [nde-
pendence: integration through
neutrality prevented the cantons

Swiss Parliament

A necessary aid in
bmldmg up the Swiss nation

of the old confederation from
becoming divided by the con-
flicts of their neighbours ar from
being broken up into antagonis-
tic religious and cultural pars.
Later, armed neutrality helped o
preserve the independence of the
Swiss federadon.

Taday the Swiss Ldea of neu-
trality is based on notions of the
law of nations formulated in the
'Hague treaty on the rights and
duties of neutral powers and
persons' of 1907. 'Neutrality in
the sense of the law of nations'
means nothing more than the
neutral nation™s non-
participation in a war involving
other nations. In fulfilling this,
first Swiss ncutrality is perma-
nent and defended by an army.
Second, Switzerland pursues a
policy of doing everything to
ensure neutrality ina future war,
But Switzerland's policy goes far
beyand this. After the Second
World War its extensive interpre-
tation of 'neutrality’ even meant
non-participation in the
Buropean Community and the
United Nations. The reason for
this was given as the wish nat to
participatle in economic sanc-
tions or peace-enforcing mea-
sures, which were considered to
present a threat to Switzerland's
neutrality.

In recent years, following the
end of the East-West conflict and
the cold war, Switzerland's policy
has changed: neutrality is no
longer an obstacle to member-
ship of the UN, nor for participa-
tion in economic sanctions or
peace-keeping operations,
decided by a universal organisa-
tion such as the M.
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The chemical and pharmaceutlcasls
industry in Switzerland

HE Swiss chemical and
pharmaceutical industry
had its roots in the silk and
textile industry. What
began with praduction of dyesisnow
a world-leading chemical industry,
especially in pharmaceuticals, The
industry is primarily based in the
Basle area, Like all other branches,
raw materials and hasic products
have to be imparted. The chemical
industry was the first Swiss branch to
set up foreign subsidiaries and go
into international production. In this
waly it was passible ta avoid import
restrietions in other countries. Other
factors were also involved, such as
the labour shortage in Switzerland
and the increase in the exchange rate
of the franc which increased the
prices of exported products. Many
countries demanded that compa-
nies not only produce, but also carry
aut research and development on
their territory, for the benefit of the
othersectors of their economy:

The trend towards decentralisa-
tion and globalisation was accom-
panied by a worldwide wave of
mergers. A major surprise came in
1996 when Ciba-Geigy, which wus
already the product of the fusion of
iwo Basle companies, merged with
Sandoz to form Novartis, ensuring
that one of the world's largest
Pharmaceuticals companies
remainedin Swiss hands.

The success of the Swiss chemi-
cal and Pharmuaceuticals industry,
which generates almaost all its
turnover outside Switzerland, is
based on the enormous sums
invested in research inte new
substances and the development
af new products, Almost 20,000
peaple are engaged in research and
development throughout the
world, swallowing more than 8
billion Franes, approximately 8% of
turnaver each year. By the time one
new product reaches the market
between B,000 and 10,000 sub-
stunces have been tested, which

Continued Swiss development
assistance to Bangladesh

WISS Agency for
sdeye lopanent &
Coopuerstion [S0C) is a
long-standing develap-
ment partner of Bangladesh since
independence, supporting in its
economic development towards
poverty reduction, employment
creation and self-sufficiency. Over
thelastdecadas, SDChas supported
development projects in various
sectars of rural development of
* Bangiadesh. The projects have been
implemented in collaboration with
a variety of parmners, including
Government of Bangladesh,
national and local NGOs, civil soci-
ety organizations, research institu-
tions, private sector ete.
SDC has recendy confirmed its

cantinued commitment for devel-
apaitent esddaranoe-io fangiudesh
Inr anuther 5 years {2008-2012).
SPC's focus will be on 1}
Buplovment & Income angd 2)
Local Governance.

in the area of Employment and
lncome, SDC aims at improving
fiving conditons of the poor and
pootest, in particular young peo-
pley, by enhancing their potential,
skills and capacites as well as their
access o apportunities. The abjec-
tives are to increase employment
and income, to make markets
accessible and to improve local
economic framework conditions
famrahlt.fnrthl:p:mramlpoomsl

The second priority aims at
contributing to effective and pro-

poor local governonee, The abjec-

sacially und economically under-

tive mrctuzr.xb[upuumdm-’ privilgEE g ple whc-cosfiours

groups to negotiate their mterests
and take their respunsibilities as
citizens and access public services.
SDCwill contribute also to improve
capacity of the local government to
deliver services in a responsive and
accountable manner and support
policy reform in this area focused
O Pro-poor issies,

During the last 5 years (2003-
2007), SDC's maln areas of cooper-
ation were non-formal education,
sustainable use of natural
resources, micro and small enter-
prise promotion and local gover-
nance. Within these thematic
areas, SDC supported initiatives
and organizations o reach the

We extend our heartiest felicitations on
the National Day of Switzerland

Movartis is a world leader in offering medicines to protect
hzalth, treat disease and improve well-being. Qur goal is to
discover, develop and successfully market innovative products
to treat patients, ease suffering and enhance the quality of life.
MNovartis is the enly campany with leadership positions in both
patented and generic pharmaceuticals.

Since 1973, Movartis has manufacturing and marketing
operations in Bangladash in areas of Research, Off Patent
Branded Generic (Sandoz), and OTC Pharmaceuticals, alang
with Amimal Health.

> NOVARTIS

caniag and curing

Movarlis {(Bangladesh) limited

to therr self sufficiency and heter
livelihoad, For instance, through
such conperation, STH was able (o
provide basic education or skills
training to several million children
and adults and contribute 1w

crthance income of thousands of

farmitics in underserved Tegmms ol

the counery. Ar the national fevel,
S0
lague on important isues such as
non-formal education, integrating
its learning and knowledge from
thefleld experience.

How Swiss chocolate
conquered the world

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Upon his return to Switzerdand, he
opened a mechanised chocolate
factory in 1819, Jucques Foulquier
(17499- 1865) began manually pro-
ducing checolaie in Geneva in
1826. His son-in-law and succes-
sor, Jean-Samuel Favarger, gave the
brand that is still mmous today it
name. Philippe Suchard (1797-
168:4) from Boudry in the canion of
Neuchitel opened a chocolats
factory that became famous far
beyond the country's borders. A
look at the industry in 1083 shows
that Suchard accounted for 50
percent of the chocolate produced
in Switzerland. In 1831, Charles
Amédée Kohler (1790-1874), a
wholesale grocer who also seld
cocoa, decided to open his own
chocolate factary. His most impor-
tant creation was nut chocolate.
Daniel Peter (1836-1919), a son-in-
law ol E-1. Calllerand a close friend
of Henri Nesulé, founded the Petar-
Caitler company in 1867 [n 1875,
he succeeded in mixing cocoa
paste with condensed milk,
thereby creating the world's first
milk chocolate, which he dubbed
"Gala Peter”. The result was so
successful that the entire industry
switched to this production
method from 1880 onwards. Daniel
Petertherefore played a pivotal role
in helping Swiss chocolate reach
the supremacy it enjoys todav.
Although chemist and pharmacist
Henri Nestlé (1614-1890) did not
produce chocolate himself, his
company was responsible for the
glabal marketing of Petee's milk
chocolate from 1904,

Hudoll Lindr (18555-19049)
opened a chocolate factory in
Berne in 18379 A born tinkerer,
Lindt constantly improved his
muxing and grating machines until
he had develaped a method for
producingasoftmelting chacolate,
which he cailed “chocolat surfin”. It
way the first choeolate that melted

in the mouth, and signalled the |
birth of modern chocolate. Also in |

Berne, Jean Tobiar (1830- 1905) ran
a confectinnery shop in which he
sold his own v].'llé.‘f'i'ﬂlth.'v alongside
chacolate made by producers like
Lincdt. In 1899, he founded the
Tobler chocolate factary. We have
his son Theodor to thank for
inventing Toblerone, the maost
famous of all Swiss chocolates, in
Tons.

The years 1890-1920 were the

| hevday of Switzerland's chocolate

industry, as it earmed a reputation
far beyond the country's borders,
Tourism was booming, and mem-
bers of the international high
saciety, who spent their holidays in
Switzerland, became the world's
ambassaddors for Swiss chocolate.
Switzerland thus became some-
thing of a chocolate superpower,
and by 1212 0 had cornered 35
percent of the world's chocolate

export market. International com- |

petition forced the Swiss chacolate
industry to streamline its produc-
tion while at the same time sticking
toand further improving the ried-
anel tested recipes on which Swiss
chocolate had built its excellent
repuation.

can take anything from 10 to 12
years. The Swiss dye industry is
also one of the largest in the world
and supplies products for dying
and printing textiles, for the

leather and paper industry, lac-
quers and varnishes, ink for the
printing industry and dyes for the
construction sector. Geneva is a
centre for the manufacture of

perfumes and fqucl Ila 5.
The Swiss agro-chemical idtstry
has achieved a high position
world-wide mainly thanks te its
plant protection products.

contributed the policy dia-
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High Lighits (Kfiulna)
s Westarn Ion Lt {1 - LI
«  Gemini 5ea Food (1- Lift

«  Whulna Medical College & Haspital (1- LIt

Our warmest felicit:]tions to the government and the friendly people of
Switzerland on the auspicious occasion of SWISS NATIONAL DAY

WE HAVE CGVEEED MOS' f OF THE PRESTIGIOUS BUILDINGS THROUGH QUALITY, TRUST & G’ONHDENCE ON SCHINDiER

Scope of Supply

* Apartments, Housing Complex, School & College etc.
v Commercial Towers / Shopping Complex / Duplex Stares
* Hotels & Tap roof Restaurants / Hospitals & Clinics
= Conveying Goads in Industries / Garment Factories
e Multistoried Car Parking Caomplex etc.

Project High Lights (Dhaka)

= 39 Storied City Centre at Matijheel ( 8- High speed Lifts)

= Sashundhara City ( 21 -Lifts, 61 -Escalators & 1 -Auto-walk)
= Bangladesh-China Friendship Confarance Centre ( 3 -Lifts & 3 -Esc.)
» Rifles Square (4 -Lifts & 4 -Esc.)J National University { 4 -Lifts)

» MNavana Tower (5 :Lifts & 6 - Esc.)/ Rangs Anam Plaza { 4 -Esc.)

+ Multiplan Centre ( 5-Lifts & 16 -Esc.) | BEPZA( 2 -Liits)

o Eastem Plus { 10 -Esc.}{ Eastern Mollika ( 18~Esc.)/ Shezan Point ( 6-Esc.)
= Khaddar Bazar Shopping Complex (1-Lift & 10 -Esc.)

= Eunoos Trade Centre (1-Panaroma & 4 - Lifts; Miconic-10)
» The Westin Dhaka Hotel ( 7 -Liits & 2-Esc.)/ BOR Hospital { 2 -Lifts)

« Radison Water Garden Hotel ( 6 -Lifts) / Army Medical College ( 4 -Liits)
= NAM Establishments ( 26 -Lifts) / Plaza AR (3 -Lifts & 6 -Esc.)

= Japan Garden City ( 52 -Lifts) / ASA Tower{ 6 -Lifts)
High Lights (Chittagong)

High £ights (Sylhet/Rangpur) .
+  Sylhet Millinium (6 - Esc } | Al-Hamrm { 5-Liits & 6- Escs) .
= Mantu [ates, Lid (2-Lifts & 4 - Esc) .

+  RORS Rangpur {2-Lifts) I Rasgpur Madleal (2-Litts)

@ Greative Engineers Ltd.

A Ceuel 6263, Motijheal CfA, Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9561926, 7160245 & 95714 10-11; Fax: 830-2-958 1927 & 9671409; E-Mail: cel@@dhakanet & cal@balonline,com

« Shinepukur Mohona ( 2 -Lifts)/ Chittagang Chamb. of Comm, ( 1 -Lift}

Amin Centre Shop. Complex ( 2-Lifts, 6 -Esc.} Comilfa Traders (1-Lift)
Chittagong General Hospital ( 2 -Lifts} / CSCR Haospital {3.Lifts) i
Kabir Staal Mills Ltd. ( 1 -Lift)f PDB ( 2 -Lifts)

Schindler




