MESSAGE

N the nceasion of the Swiss Nationael Day, |
extend my warmest greetings and best
withes to fellow Swiss citizens living here
and the people of Bangludesh.

Swirs National day commemorates an event that
ook place 700 years ago. The day was chosen
because August 151 1291 was the date on which three
Alpine cantony swore the outh of confederation, an
actwhichlatercame to beregarded as the foundation
of Switeerland. The representatives of 3 cantons
(Schwyz, Unterwalden and Urd) met on the Riii
field, high above Lake Lucerne, to swear a bond of
brotherhood, and agree 1o act jointly if their free-
doms were threatened by cutside aggressors,

When an increasing number of cantons joined the
confederation and peace among them was threat-
ened by wars in Burope, neutrality was adopted as a
Kﬁdnniple of foreign policy to protect peace and unity

tween the cantons. Neutwality serves to preserve
Switzarland's independence and the invulnerability
of its natiopal twrritory. In parallel, Switzerland
undertakes not to take part in wars between other
siates, In principle, neutrality is not an abstacle to
membership of internationa! organizations such as
the Unlted Natlons (UN), Farmation of UN Human
Rights Counetl in 2008 stems from a Swisy initiative.

As Switzerland's Ambassador to Bangladesh since
Jumse 2005, [ toke this opportunity to look at the pres-
ent state of our bilateral reladons. Right from the
beginning, our relations have been based on rmutual
respect and covperation and have developed in a
range of arcas.

Since 36 years Switzerland has provided develup-

ment assistance in key sectors of rural developmentin
Bangladush. For the first couple of decades develop-
ment cooperation has been the main area of bilaeral
relations. [ am very pleased that in june of this year the
Swiss Agency for Development & Cooperation (SDC)
has confirmed jts continued commitment for devel-
opnent assistance o Bangladesh for another 5 years
(20048-2012) with a focus on employment and income
generation [or the poer and poorest and local gover-
nance, inlinewith Bangladesh's PRSE

Over the last two decades, the cconomic relations
berween Switzerland and Bangladesh have become
en important piller in our bilateral relations,
Switzerland is a country with no virtually mineral
resources. This has foreed us to find development
options and to develop competitive sectors and
niches, The lack of natural resources has been com:
pensated byinnovations, know-how and qualiry,

In 2006, Switzerland was ranked number one in
The Global Competitiveness Report out of 125 coun-
tries. Swiss economy is characterized by its sound
institutional enviromment, sxcellent infrastucture,
efficient markets and high levels of technolegical
innovation. Our economy Is dependent on foreign
trade, which represents a very high proporton of GDE
Since 196D, the share of exports in GDP has growan from
25 to around 44%. In this contex, tade and invest-
ment is an imponant area in our hilateral relations.
Bangladesh has made significant strides in the eco-
nomic sectors. Our bilateral rade has increased
steadily over the last yenrs, The two-way Irade
excedded a tatal of 200 million Swiss francs b 2006 and
iv baluneed. The largest Swiss multinationul compa-
nies have investments in Bangladesh {n important
sectoers like pharmacenticals, food, cement and tech-
nical serviees. In addition, over 100 Swiss companies
are represented in Bangladesh by themselves or by
agents, Furthermore, o foster bilateral wade and
investinent between the two countries, Switzerland
Bangladesh Business Forum (SBEBF) was formed in
2004. Currently SBBF has 32 members. [am pleased to
say that a Double Taxation sgreement between
Bungludesh and Switzerland Is expected 1o be signed
spon. It will contribute to favourable conditions for
Swissinvestinentsinto Bangladesh.

Switzerland and Bangladesh always have had
excellent relations based on mutual undersianding
and trust. Itis my endeavour and honour to contrib-
ule to the continuation and strengthening of such
good cooperation benween our two countries.

Once again, 1 convey my sincere and warm
regards to the friendly people of Bangladesh,

Dr. Dora Rapold
Ambassador of Switzerland to Bangladuesh

The watch industry in Switzerland

N the conquest of space o

major sporing events, where

time hus i be measured to the

millisecond, Swiss watches
and chronometers will regulary be
found at the forefiont. The impecca-
ble reputation of Swiss products i
this sector has been founded on a
high degree of nventivepess and
lomg-standing sense of high quality
waorkmanship.

It was Huguenor refugees at the
endd of 16th century whose technical
expertise instgated the develop-
ment of watch-moking in
Switzurland, Genevs was the home
of the fiest gld of watchmakers ar
the beginning of the 17ih ceniury
amd the industry finally extended
right along the furn chain from
Geneva o Schaffhausen, 1845 saw
the arrival of the first machines
capable of producing identicul parts,
thus creating the concept of mass
production and tuning criftsman-
ship into industry in one fell swoup.
Thanks to mechanizatiun, the Swiss
left their competitors behind, and
{ar maore than a century dominited
theworld market.

I 2003, 40,000 workers
emplayed in the indusiry produced
24,6 nuthion finlshed watches, Of the
walches exported, fora total value of
CHE 10.2 billion, more than half
were mechanical. In woms of num-
bers, however, quarlz watches
predominated, accounting for more
than 90 percent. The "Swiss-made’
labelisbased both on high quality of
the products and on continunus
improvenments o the components,
s well a9 after-sales service. Almost
all the major pioneering develop-
ments in waichmaking have come
from Switzerland, which has
buecame o synonym for timing As
early as 1921 the Swiss Laboratory of
Horologica! Research was set up,
followeed by the Centre for Electronic
Horology in LO82 and the Swiss
Gentre for Electronics and
Micronechnalopy SA, i Neuchaiel,
in 1983, The latter concentrated on
mesearch into the possibilities of
ministurizaiion (microvlectronles)
and, inaddition in 1967 it produrced
the world's first quariz walch.
Another tmpoitant clement ts the
world's onty body certifying chro-

nometers the highty accurate time-
keepers used esprcialiy insports.
The Swiss watch inclustry contimed
to develop the quarz watch: numerical
dispiay using liquid crystal or
ehectrochromic displiy, high-frequiney
quarty, and combined analbgue and
digital cdisplay A recent addition Is e
thinmest waich in the world, boasting a

thickmessaljist 098 mm,

Desipite all these pioneering
achievernents, fapanese and other
Asinn manufacturers managed to
outdistance Switzerland with their
cheap quartz watches, Along with
the recession that hit the country’s
economy in the mid 704 this
upheaval brought the whole Swiss

L

watch industry to the brink of ruin,
The number of jobs shrank dramati
cally. A quartz watoh {8 in fact made
ufs of far fewer comaponents than o
mechanical watch, and assembly iy
often nutomated.

The tuming point came only
when the two lnrgest watchmaking
groups, which had fallen into finan-
cial difficulties, merged inone 1983
to form what & now the Swatch
Group. Swatch, a plasue watch which
s become a fashion aecessory and
cult objectthanks toingenious adver
lising efforts, brought the industry
high-volumesales agan,

For a few years now mechanical
walches, which have no: battery,
have enjoyed a comeback. Watches
in the top ranges, in particulns, me
often fitted vitham icnlmove-
ment and their sales are vory lle
affected by fuctuations in the econ-
omy, Here, and even more ]
so with richly-jeweled prestige
watches which have a wide array of
functions and can costuf o several
million francs, the Swiss manufig-
turers supply almost the entire wozld
market.

How Swiss chocolate conquered the world

ENTION Switzerland

abroad, and the

person you're talking

to may start dream-
ing of mouth-watering chocolate.
If there is one thing that represents
Switzerland in the eyes of the
warld, it must be chocolaie Yer at
first there was nothing to suggest
that Swiss chncolatiers were des-
tined to tread a special path,
Thanks to the matchless quality of
their produtets, inventive curiosiny
and groundbreaking Innovations,
they honed the manufacture of
chastlotr o perfoction Todsy
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chocolate "made in Switzerland”
tlominates foreign markets, and
export volumes have risen sharply
since 2003,

The first cocoa bean wis
brought to Europe from South
Americs in the 16th Century, but it
took two hundred years before the
first chocolate bar was produced.
The delicacy first congquered
Europe's royal households in the
form of a drink mixed with honey
and herby. It was then discovered
by confectioners, who used It in
their creations, Inthe 18th Cantury,
Italy becarne a vemire of cenfec-

tionary and chocolate-making,
drawing practitioners from nround
Europe. Many chocolativrs from
Switzerland had learnt their trade
in Turin, Milan and Venlce. Thelr
know-how flowed back to
Switzerland's chocolate pioneers,
wiho gradually began opening the
first factories and eventually
turned Switzerland into the
MNumber One chocolate nation by
the early 20th Century.

One of these pioneers was
Frangols-Louls Calller {1796-1832)
fromVevey, Heleamnithis craftinThrin,
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Nestlé Bangladesh Limited wishes
all the best on the occasion of
Swiss National Day

Nestlé, a name which epitemizes quality food, putrition and well-being, has been
successfully serving the people of Bangladesh through Nestlé Bangladesh Limited, a fully
owned subsidiary of Mestlé S A, of Switzerland, Nestlé started its manufacturing in
Bangladesh in 1994 and today Nestlé Bangladesh is a well-established company catering

The Holoim Awards competition [s an to the specific needs of Bangladeshi consumers,

inttiative of the Holtdm Foundation
it Sustalnable Construction. Bated
in Switzetland, the faundation b5 sup-
ported by Holclm Lud and (13 Group
companint and affiliates in more than
70 cauntries. Hofcim s one of the
waild's leading suppliers ol cement

I partnerthip with the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH Zurich), Switzerland;
the Massachuzetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, USA; Tongjl University, Shanghal, China;
Unlyersidad |betoamericans, Mexico City: and the University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg, South Africa, The universitles define the evaluation criterla and lead the
Independent Juries in five regions of the world, Entrivs ot www holeimawardsorg clowe 29
Febroary, 2008

On the occasion of Swiss Naticnal Day, Nestlé proudly reiterates its commitment towards
Bangladeshi consumers and the development of the economy.

and agagregates a3 well ar further
aztivities such os ready.mix Loncrete
and asphalt including services.

Thils competition Is supported in Banglidash by
Halcim Mangladesh) Ltd www holcim.com/bd .

Holcimawards

for sustainable construction

NesHa Good Food, Good Life
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