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Spaniard Alberto Contador of Discovery Channel team celebrates his Tour de France victory on the podium at the 
end of the 20th stage on Sunday.

INTERNET, undated

England's newest acquisition 
Allan Donald has come up with 
many novel ideas since taking 
over as England's bowling coach, 
and there is a certain amount of 
evidence to suggest that part of 
his strategy involves sitting the 
lads down in front of old video 
clips of the Leicestershire legend 
Gordon Parsons.

'Bullhead', as he was affection-
ately known on the county circuit 
in the 1980s, employed a run-up, 
which began in Derbyshire, and 
he arrived at the crease at roughly 
the same velocity as a man fired 
from a circus cannon.

So the intimidation factor took 
a bit of a nosedive when the ball 
came out of his hand like a piece 
of churchyard confetti, but this 
never deterred Gordon when he 
got one past the bat.

"I'll bowl you a piano next time. 
Maybe you can play that," he 
would snarl, and nobody knows 
for sure how many of his career 
wickets were due to the batsman 
being unable to see the next ball 
through the tears of laughter.

None of the England bowlers 
on view at Trent Bridge is going to 
have a batsman reaching for an 
extra chest guard and a pair of 
incontinence pants, but they've 
certainly perfected the art of 
coming across as mean and 
moody, if not always magnificent.

James Anderson was in trou-
ble earlier this summer for barg-
ing into a West Indian batsman, 

and there is no more frightening 
sight in cricket than when Ryan 
Sidebottom beats the bat. It was 
much the same when his dad, 
Arnie, played for England. Quite 
apart from the language, Ryan 
assumes an expression not seen 
since Spencer Tracy staggered 
out of the chemistry lab in Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde.

T h e  l a t e s t  a d d i t i o n  t o  
England's charm school is Chris 
Tremlett, a mild-mannered chap 
by nature, who's been advised by 
both Donald and his Hampshire 
captain Shane Warne to get a bit 
more aggressive.

Tremlett is not a natural, how-
ever, and he'll have to do a bit 
more  than  g row ing  some 
designer stubble and practising 
snarling at his reflection in his 
hotel bedroom mirror if he's to 
move himself up the sledging 
world rankings. Tremlett tried 
hard to whip off his tough guy L-
plates on Sunday shortly after 
Sourav Ganguly had caressed a 
wide half-volley through cover 
point for four. This is where the 
Parsons video would have kicked 
into the memory bank, and the 
next  one was directed at  
Ganguly's head.

However, no sooner had the 
words "I'll bowl you a piano" started 
to form on Tremlett's lips than they 
were frozen by the realisation that 
this kind of utterance sounds a bit 
silly when the spectators in the 
seats 10 rows back in front of the 
Larwood and Voce Stand are busy 
diving for cover.

England's in-your-face, tough 
guy approach has frightened India 
so much in this Test match that the 

visitors had to be satisfied with a 
paltry first innings lead of 283. And 
it might have been considerably 
more had it not been for the assis-
tance of umpire Simon Taufel's 
index finger.

Those of us who believe that 
Hawk Eye is an arbitrary com-
puter graphic programmed by the 
occupants of the Bollinger tent, 
with as much claim to being a 
useful practical aid as the choco-
late teapot, will not have had our 
campaign to have it pensioned off 
improved by Taufel's decision to 
give Sachin Tendulkar out lbw to 
Paul Collingwood.

It was such a hopeless piece of 
adjudication that the Cricinfo 
website very nearly went into 
meltdown as thousands of pro-
testing emails flooded in.

One of them suggested that 
both Collingwood and his captain, 
Michael Vaughan, should be fined 
for "excessive appealing and 
dishonesty", adding: "but then 
again, this is how the British 
Empire was built. What, what."

Ganguly's almost as dodgy 
caught-behind decision (Taufel 
again) did not evoke as fierce a 
website protest as Tendulkar's, as 
the former Indian skipper is not 
quite so highly regarded back in 
India.  This doesn' t  bother 
Ganguly, as he has quite a high 
enough regard for him not to 
worry.

There would be no livelier 
contest in Test cricket, never mind 
this series, if Ganguly and Kevin 
Pietersen found themselves 
stranded on a desert island with 
only one ful l- length mirror 
between them.

Laughable sledgers 

AFP, Karachi    

F o r m e r  P a k i s t a n  c a p t a i n  
Inzamamul Haq said Monday he 
was set to join a multi-million-dollar 
breakaway cricket series in India, 
as officials warned it could end his 
Test career.

Inzamam, 37, who retired from 
one-day cricket in March after 
Pakistan's first-round exit from the 
World Cup, said he is in talks with the 
organisers of the Indian Cricket 
League (ICL).

India's largest listed media group, 
Zee Telefilms, is promoting the rebel 
series.

"I was contacted by the ICL people 
when I was in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
last week and since I am not under a 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) con-
tract I see it as an opportunity," 
Inzamam told AFP.

Inzamam was not among the 20 
players who were given central 
contracts last month. The PCB has 
already announced it will not allow its 
contracted players to feature in the 
series.

Inzamam said the league would 
give him much-needed practice.

"There is no international cricket to 

get the required match practice and I 
think by joining this league I will get an 
opportunity to get that and play Test 
cricket whenever I get a chance," said 
Inzamam.

"I will only decide after seeing the 
terms and conditions. My top priority 
is still to get 10,000 runs in Test cricket 
and to play for Pakistan," said 
Inzamam.

But Pakistan Cricket Board chair-
man Nasim Ashraf said any player 
joining the league would be ruled out 
of future internationals.

"Our position on the breakaway 
Indian league is clear and firm. Since 
it (league) is not approved by the ICC 
any player joining it will not be consid-
ered for future selection," Ashraf told 
AFP without mentioning Inzamam's 
name.

"No current player will be allowed 
to sign the league and all cricket 
boards of the world have this same 
stance."

If the burly Inzamam, currently on 
8,813 Test runs, joins he will be the 
second big star to sign up after West 
Indian maestro Brian Lara.

The organisers have also targeted 
Test cricket's highest wicket-taker 
Shane Warne and a host of other 
international players, including New 
Zealand's Stephen Fleming.

The ICL, officially unveiled by Zee 

supremo Subhash Chandra in May 
this year, features six teams, each 
featuring four international players, 
two Indian stars and eight up-and-
coming cricketers playing Twenty20 
matches across India.

Ashraf said most of the players 
joining the league had either retired or 
have one or two years of international 
cricket left.

"You can judge by their signing, 
only those players who have retired or 
on the verge of retiring have signed," 
he said.

"Even those who have signed as 
officials like Kapil Dev and Kiran 
More, they too have resigned from 
their official posts."

The dates and venues for the 
series, which has not been recog-
nised by the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) or the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), 
have yet to be announced.

The ICL, which carries a win-
ner's purse of one million dollars, in 
many ways, resembles late 
Austral ian TV mogul Kerry 
Packer's World Cricket Series that 
took on the establishment in 1977.

Packer roped in the world's top 
players for the rebel series after 
being denied official TV rights by 
the Australian Cricket Board for 
matches played in the country.

Inzy ready for ICLTursunov 
takes Indy 
crown
AFP, Indianapolis

Dmitry Tursunov denied Frank 
Dancevic a fairytale ending at the 
Indianapolis tennis championships 
on Sunday as he beat the Canadian 
6-4, 7-5 to win the title. 

The Russian added Indianapolis 
to his other trophy won last autumn 
in India. 

"At least this shows that wasn't a 
fluke," joked Tursunov, who lost a 
final last summer in Los Angeles. 

The third-seeded Russian, who 
is based in California, never faced a 
break point and used his extra 
experience against Dancevic, who 
is poised to rise into the top 100 after 
the best week of his career. 

"I'm very pleased to win," said 
the 27th-ranked Tursunov. "I wasn't 
playing so well this week, but I've 
managed to lift my level with each 
match. 

"The best thing to come out of 
this week -- in addition to winning 
the title -- is knowing that I can win 
when I'm not playing well. That will 
boost confidence in future matches 
and for the rest of my career." 

Tursunov won in one hour, 16 
minutes, breaking Dancevic in the 
penultimate game of the second set 
and serving out the victory a game 
later. 

Dancevic was the first Canadian 
to play an ATP final since Greg 
Rusedski in Seoul in 1995. 

"I didn't return as well as I would 
have liked," said Dancevic, whose 
parents and sister drove down from 
Niagara Falls to watch him play.  

"I was nervous in my first final," 
Dancevic admitted. "He was more 
confident out there. I made my own 
errors and they came on my serve." 

Tursunov said he was pleased to 
"get the job done." 

"A few years ago I would have 
lost it and probably walked away at 
the end with about one racket left. 
I've made some progress since 
then. 

"I knew I had my chances even if 
he was confident after beating Andy 
Roddick in the semi. I had to remind 
myself that I'm ranked 27th for a 
reason, not by chance." 

Spanish press 
salutes 
Contador
 AFP, Madrid

Spain's Alberto Contador, the 24-
year-old surprise winner of the 
doping-scarred Tour de France, 
represents the hope of a "new 
cycling", Spanish media wrote 
Monday. 

"Champion of hope" wrote sports 
daily AS on its front page below a 
photo of the cyclist wearing a red 
and yellow Spanish flag around his 
neck taken after he won the three-
week race on Sunday. 

"Contador was crowned in Paris 
as the symbol of the new cycling," it 
added. 

The rider for the American 
Discovery Channel team was the 
first Spaniard to win the crown since 
the last of Miguel Indurain's five 
titles in 1995 and the ninth Spaniard 
to win cycling's biggest event since 
1959. 

"The triumph of the dream," 
wrote daily newspaper El Mundo. 

"Alberto Contador wins a Tour de 
France that was plagued by scan-
dals," the paper said, adding the 
Spaniard "is at the head of a new 
cycling that needs to get rid of these 
permanent cases of doping. 

The 94th Tour de France was hit 
by four doping scandals, including 
one which led to the forcible exit of 
Danish race leader Michael 
Rasmussen, leaving Contador in 
front with four days left to race. 

"Contador 'the saviour'," wrote 
conservative daily newspaper ABC 
which said the rider "had become a 
reference of the new cycling after 
the doping scandals." 

"Contador becomes a legend," 
wrote sports daily Marca, adding he 
"has become a new pearl of the 
worldwide platoon of riders after 
winning his first Tour de France. 

"I hope my victory will breathe 
fresh air to cycling," Contador said 
after the race in comments splashed 
on the headline of El Pais. 

FROM PAGE 20

Indonesia and Thailand didn't get 
that far, but it was a close call with 
emotional scenes in Jakarta and 
Bangkok as the two sides pushed 
more fancied countries to the brink. 

Perhaps the biggest disappoint-
ment was Australia and its star-
studded squad who found it difficult 
to adapt to the hot and humid 
conditions and learned a harsh 
lesson of the realities of Asian 
football. 

The Socceroos were fortunate 
to squeeze through the group 
phase before being sent on their 
way by Japan in the quarterfinals. 

China was another team not to 
meet expectations. After looking 
dangerous in their opening two 
games, it all went horribly wrong 
against Uzbekistan and they 

missed the knockout rounds. 
But the only team out of its 

depth was Malaysia, who failed to 
get a point in the group stages, 
sparking a series of resignations at 
the Football Association of 
Malaysia. 

While broadcast to record 
television audiences, the tourna-
ment had mixed crowds in the host 
countries -- the first time it had 
been held in more than one nation. 

Spectators were sparse in 
Malaysia and Thailand but at least 
they came out in force in Indonesia 
and Vietnam when the home team 
was playing, with 90,000 cramming 
the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in 
Jakarta for some matches. 

Saudi Arabia's Yasser Al 
Qhatani proved to be a class act, 
ending the tournament top goal 

scorer with four alongside Iraqi 
captain Younis Mahmoud and 
Japan's Naohiro Takahara. 

Meanwhile, players like Japan's 
Shunsuke Nakamura and South 
Korea's Lee Chun-soo reinforced 
their credentials. 

Playing in football's shop win-
dow, three Thai players -- Suree 
Sukha, Kiatprawut Saiwaeo, and 
Teerasil Daengda -- earned them-
se lves  t r ia ls  w i th  Eng l ish  
Premiership club Manchester City. 

And China captain Zheng Zhi's 
performances have reportedly 
a t t rac ted  the  a t ten t ion  o f  
Newcastle and Birmingham, while 
Saudi and Iraqi players made clear 
they felt they were now good 
enough for Europe. 

An entertaining spectacle 

Chakvetadze 
FROM PAGE 20

our match in Cincinnati, even when 
we went three sets, here was a 
better match. 

"I told myself I'm not feeling that 
great to run for three sets so I had to 
finish it fast." 

FROM PAGE 20

worn black armbands as a mark of 
respect. 

"We wear black arm bands in 
respect of the Iraq people who died 
when we beat Korea because 
something very bad happened 
when they were commemorating 
our victory," he said. 

"We have brought happiness to 
one country, not one team, it's very 
important. 

"It's more important that any 
achievement because we are 
talking about people, human 
beings, it's different, we are not 
talking about football." 

Vieira dedicated the win to team 
physiotherapist Anwar Jassim, who 
was killed in a Baghdad bomb blast 
in the days before the Iraq team left 
on the Asian Cup campaign. 

"Anwar was going to pick up his 
ticket and he was on his way to be 
with us and he died in a bomb," he 
said. 

"He left a wife and four kids. I 
didn't know him but everybody liked 
him and this Cup, we offer to Anwar, 
our physio." 

Vieira, who is set to step down 
after an intense two months as the 
Iraq coach, praised the immense 
inner strength of the Iraqis. 

"The Iraq players are fantastic 
people and you have to understand 
the difficulties," he said. "They have 
had this situation for years and they 
have fantastic power inside them-
selves. 

"They are hard workers with 
extra power to do whatever they 
want. We were working and shout-
ing and fighting and complaining 
but they support everything I asked 
and now we are champions. 

"I learned a lot from these peo-
ple, it was a good learning process 
for me and something I will keep 
forever in my life." 

Parading could be death-wish

Van Persie guns 
FROM PAGE 20

keeper work again to stop his low 
20-yard strike and the summer 
signing Bacary Sagna saw his 
angled shot saved.

Wenger kept the same side for 
the second half, with Eboué again 
dangerous down the right. Arsenal 
felt they should have been awarded 
a penalty when Van Persie went 
down after what looked like a push 
by the defender Cristian Chivu, a 
big-money signing from Roma, but 
the referee, Mark Halsey, was 
unimpressed.

Van Persie needed brief treat-
ment on his shoulder following the 
awkward fall but was soon up and 
running again.

Out of nothing, though, Inter 
snatched the lead on 52 minutes. 
The Honduras striker David Suazo 
got above Gallas to power a header 
in off Jens Lehmann's right-hand 
post.

Eboué smashed an angled drive 
over as Arsenal looked to quickly 
get back on level terms. The 
equaliser came on 68 minutes, 
through Hleb. Following a break 
down the right, Sagna cut the ball 
back to the penalty spot. Francesco 
Toldo, on at the break for Cesar, 
made a brilliant save to keep out 
Hleb's first effort, but the keeper had 
no chance of stopping a low shot 
into the corner from the rebound.

Toldo produced another fine 
reaction stop to deflect Van Persie's 
close-range effort following a low 
right-wing cross from Hleb and 
Nicklas Bendtner came on for Gibbs 
to add weight to the Arsenal attack.

Yet it was Van Persie who won 
the game late on. There looked little 
danger when Eboué fed the 
Dutchman on the right side of the 
area. However, Van Persie pro-
duced a sublime drag-back to turn 
Daniele Pedrelliez before smashing 
the ball into the roof of the net.

Zaheer 
episode 
FROM PAGE 17

"I don't know what was said 
between any of the players and 
umpires," Prior said of Sunday's 
incident. 

But in an era of stump micro-
phones, players' comments can be 
heard by fans inside and outside the 
ground, listening to radio and televi-
sion commentary, as never before.

Former India skipper Ganguly 
was equally adamant that nothing 
exceptional had happened.

"I didn't get an opportunity to ask 
him. Sreesanth got out and we all 
went into the field immediately.

"These things happen. There 
was a bit of noise at Lord's and now 
there's a similar situation at Trent 
Bridge. That's become a part and 
parcel of modern sport... I've not 
heard anything unpleasant or rude."

Schuster 
FROM PAGE 20

Bernabeu hotseat this summer, also 
admitted he expected Reyes to 
remain at Real, where he spent last 
season on loan from Arsenal.

"We had options to keep him 
here and I would be surprised to see 
him go. I thought he would stay 
because he was happy," Schuster 
told radio show El Larguero.

Pressure 
FROM PAGE 20

United's 6.8-million-pound valuation 
for the Argentinian defender. 

Benitez, however, is undeterred 
while Henize has also made it clear 
he wishes to move to Anfield after 
losing his first-team place at Old 
Trafford.  

Influential skipper Steven Gerrard 
insists winning the Premiership is 
more important than lifting the 
European Cup this season. 

"I'm really happy with the players 
the boss has brought in," said 
Gerrard. 

"We're very ambitious and we 
know what's expected from us. The 
manager has been backed with good 
money this summer and he's spent it 
well, but now is the time for us to 
deliver. 

"The Premier League is our main 
priority. If I could pick one trophy to win 
it would be the league because from a 
purely selfish point of view it's the only 
one I haven't won.  

"Having said that, if we win the 
European Cup this year you won't see 
me upset at the end of the season." 

FROM PAGE 17

 for the last couple of games.
Like their previous game, Yusuf 

was at the tent on request of club 
officials but had no says.

Abahani kept the rival backline 
on its toes and defender Nazrul's 
21st minute flick on a freekick by 
Abdullah Parvez came off the 
defensive wall. Four minutes later, 
Abul sliced through two defenders 
but his low drive was collected by 
goalkeeper Titumir in his second 
attempt.

Nazrul, performer of the season, 
then backheaded a corner by Ujjal 
only to be denied by the crossbar on 
the half hour before Emily fluffed a 
sitter on stroke of halftime.

After Ibrahim's hard work at the 
right, Abul stopped the ball for Emily 
but Abahani's 12-goal star striker 
saw his placing shot blocked by the 
last defender.

After Muktijoddha's all first-half 
efforts were caught in Abahani's 
offside traps, they reorganised to 
have territorial advantage for ten 
minutes after resumption.

The sky-blues, however, turned 
on the style after the hour mark with 

the indefatigable Ibrahim coming 
close twice. 

The Ghanaian was denied by 
Hassan Al Mamun's timely intercep-
tion before Titumir pulled off a 
superb one-handed save at his near 
post after Ibrahim raced into the box 
and hammered from close.

Emily, who netted ten time in his 
last nine matches, got a great 
chance in the 70th minute when 
Ibrahim and Tipu exchanged 
passes between them to set the 
national striker but Titumir once 
again rushed out of his line to snatch 
the ball.

The pressure told three minutes 
later when Maruf conceded a 
freekick just outside their area, 
tripping Ibrahim dangerously. 

Ibrahim, who immediately retali-
ated by hitting Maruf, was lucky to 
escape with a caution instead of a 
red card from referee Mansoor 
Azad. 

The resulting freekick put 
Abahani ahead as Ibrahim chipped 
the ball over the wall for Joy, whose 
mistimed header found substitute 
Zahed at the right side and the 
unmarked midfielder, who replaced 

Abul eight minutes earlier, volleyed 
a first-time shot into the back of the 
net. 

The joy of Abahani's 14th win, 
however, ended up with a Tk 10,000 
fine as custodian Biplab became the 
fourth player in the sky-blue shirt to 
receive a yellow card just after 
making an outstanding save in the 
90th minute. It was Maruf who had 
the only serious attempt on the rival 
goal in the 90th minute but his long-
range shot was tipped wide by a full-
stretched Biplab.

Yellow cards: Biplab, Mintu, 
Ibrahim, Zahed (Abahani) and 
Munna, Maruf, Saiful (Muktijoddha).

TEAMS
ABAHANI: Biplab, Siraji, Pradip, 
Nazrul, Mintu (Wali), Abul (Zahed), 
Joy, Abdullah Parvez (Tipu), Ibrahim 
and Emily.
MUKTIJODDHA: Titumir, Saiful, 
Rajani, Hassan Al Mamun, Maruf, 
Arman Aziz, Arman, Munna 
(Biddyut), Titu, Alfaz (Kanchan) and 
Moni (Enamul).

Champs Abahani sign off in style

FROM PAGE 17

aren't State-contracted will learn 
from Twenty20 cricket. I read where 
Deano [Dean Jones] said it will help 
these guys out. It won't help them 
out; it will help Dean out. It will help 
the people running the event.

"I can't see how these young kids 
playing Twenty20 cricket will do 
much in giving them an upbringing 
in learning much about the game."

Jones had said that the ICL will 
not poach any contracted players 
from state or national teams and 
believed that the series would help 
young talented players. "We won't 
be looking at any Australian players 
or state players because it will clash 
with their commitments and we don't 
want guys to break their contracts . . 
. far from it," Jones said. "We might 
look at helping some young 18 or 
19-year-old players who are not 
playing for their states.

"Last year in Australia of more 
than 120 guys to get contracts, only 
a handful were teenagers. They 
would be better off mixing with Brian 
Lara than staying home and playing 
club cricket.

"People are us calling rebels but 
we  a re  ange ls .  We  m igh t  
Americanise it and trump it up a bit, 
and change a few rules, and we will 
give players a say in what rules 
deserve to be changed. We are 
trying to give young players a 
chance and they could come from 

Ponting hits at ICL 
places such as Kenya and Ireland. 
Each of the teams will also have 
their own academy. The series will 
run for a month over the next three 
years."

Former Australian coach John 
Buchanan, meanwhile, felt that 
A l l e n  S ta n fo rd ' s  p ro p o se d  
Twenty20 bash in West Indies was a 
bigger revolution waiting to happen 
than the ICL.

"The ICL is a fantastic concept 
but from the bigger point of view, I 
think Stanford is making the real 
moves. The stumbling block for him 
is getting the backing of the West 
Indies Board," he said.

"If that happens, you could have 
a whole new development in the 
game with international tourna-
ments. Twenty20 shouldn't take 
over from 50-overs cricket and Tests 
will always be the pinnacle, but we'd 
be silly to get in the road of 
Twenty20."

ECB happy 
with security
AFP, Colombo

England's winter tours of Sri Lanka 
looked set to go ahead after local 
officials claimed Monday that a 
security assessment team sent by 
the tourists was satisfied with the 
arrangements.

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) chair-
man Jayantha Dharmadasa said 
that John Carr, a top official of the 
England and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB), and security assessor Reg 
Dickson were both happy with the 
arrangements put in place.

"They visited all the venues, 
inspected all arrangements and 
were impressed by the level of 
security that will be made avail-
able," Dharmadasa told AFP.

Carr and Dickson have been 
visiting the cities of Galle, Kandy 
and Dambulla since Friday, in 
addition to inspecting the facilities 
at venues in the Sri Lankan capital.

There has not been any com-
ment from the ECB team so far.

England are due to play five 
one-dayers in Sri Lanka between 
October 1 and 13 before returning 
in late November for three Test 
matches.

Dharmadasa said the British 
government's travel advisory, 
warning its nationals to take 
extreme caution when travelling to 
the island, was not a concern for 
the ECB.

Vaughan keeps 
FROM PAGE 17

ENGLAND: Second innings (over-
night 43-0)
Strauss c Dhoni b Zaheer Khan 55
Cook lbw b Zaheer Khan 23
Vaughan not out 91
Pietersen lbw b RP Singh 19
Collingwood not out 13
Extras: (b-7, lb-6, w-4, nb-3) 20
Total: (For 3 wkts in 70 overs) 221
Fall of wickets: 1-49, 2-130, 3-175.
To bat: Bell, Prior, Tremlett, 
Sidebottom, Panesar, Anderson
Bowler O M R W
Zaheer Khan 18 6 47 2
Sreesanth 16 2 41 0
RP Singh 13 5 32 1
Kumble 15 0 62 0
Ganguly 4 0 12 0
Tendulkar 4 0 14 0
Toss: India

Harmy itching
FROM PAGE 17

"I hope to return the week before. I 
have been running for the last four or 
five days," he told Radio Five Live.

"But I don't want to come back 
too soon and risk going through the 
rigmarole of breaking down again."

Harmison first felt the problem 
during the final Test against West 
Indies in June but England's medi-
cal staff felt he would still be able to 
play in the Tests against India and 
then the Friends Provident Trophy 
final before having surgery.

But he suffered a recurrence of 
the problem during Durham's 
Championship match against 
Sussex and had to have surgery.

Harmison was disappointed not 
to have been able to face India 
because he thought he was regain-
ing his best form after a difficult 
winter and home series against 
West Indies.

"I have had a pretty decent 
summer but the only bad times I've 
bowled have been in Test matches," 
he told the BBC's Sportsweek 
programme.

"I still had a bit to give in Test 
matches which is why I wanted to 
play through the hernia problem 
because I was just starting to hit 
proper form."
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