DHAKA MONDAY JuLy 30, 2007

METROPOLITAN/NEWS

K7

The Baily Star

Cyber-policing system a
must to prevent crime

Say experts

Bss, Dhaka

The country needs a strong cyber-
policing system to adopt newer
technologies and prevent cyber-
related crimes that sometimes pose
threat to national interests, experts
said.

They told BSS yesterday that
Bangladesh, which is moving
satisfactorily towards utilising latest
technologies in encouraging invest-
ment in education, infrastructure
and poverty reduction, might fall in
the ensnare of cyber crimes unless
proper monitoring system is intro-
duced with the support of latest
equipment.

They said the law enforcement
agencies looking at national inter-
est and security found that the
criminals, in the absence of proper
monitoring, blasted bombs at 503
places of the country at a time on
August 17 in 2005 by using the
latest technology.

The agencies also found that the
whole operation was planned,
coordinated and implemented

through cellphone network.

The experts pointed out that all
the countries of the world devel-
oped vigilance system whenever
they have adopted new technolo-
gies.

All the developed countries,
including the USA, the UK,
Germany, France and Australia,
have strong cyber-policing system
to prevent the criminals in doing
harm to the people by using the
latesttechnology.

There are many international
bodies, including the US-based
Communication Assistance to Law
Enforcing Agencies and the
Europe-based European
Telecommunication Standard
Institute, which formulate and help
implement regulations in this
regard, the experts said.

They said Bangladesh is lagging
behind in the context of checking
cyber crimes compared to the
neighbouring countries like India,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Singapore.

During the past years other than
amending some laws, Bangladesh

has not taken any strong action to
curb cyber crimes, the experts said,
adding the initiatives taken to
strengthen vigilance against cyber
crimes in the country are not satis-
factory.

They said the smugglers are
using mobile phones to monitor the
movements of BDR patrol to com-
mit their crimes.

The experts said the enactment
of Telecommunication Law-2001
was a step towards curbing cyber
crimes but because of the vested
quarters, the law could not be
implemented properly.

They are of the opinion that
people involved in cyber crimes can
only be taken to task by empower-
ing the authorities concerned for
checking the cyber crimes.

The BTRC has to play a strong
role in curbing cyber crimes as
people of the country are in favour
of bringing cyber criminals to book
before they commit crimes like
serial bombing, smuggling out
national resources and extortion.

Poura chairman
gets 4 yrs in
Noakhali

A CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

A Noakhali court yesterday sen-
tenced Senbagh Pourasava
Chairman and upazila BNP General
Secretary Shah Alam Chowdhury to
four years' rigorous imprisonment
and fined him Tk 10,000 for embez-
zling relief corrugated iron (Cl)
sheets.

He will have to serve further six
months behind the bar if he fails to
pay thefine.

Special District Judge
Mohammad Kawsar gave the
verdict after along hearing.

ICT awareness
programme at
Mymensingh

A two-day information and communi-
cations technology (ICT) awareness
programme jointly organised by the
ICT Business Promotion Council
(IBPC) under the Ministry of
Commerce and Bangladesh
Computer Society (BCS) began in
Mymensingh yesterday, says a press
release.

Vice-Chancellor of Bangladesh
Agricultural University (BAU) Prof
Musharraf Hussain was the chief
guest at the inaugural function while
Mustafa Mohiuddin, joint secretary,
Ministry of Commerce, was the special
guest.

Md Ghulam Hussain, joint secre-
tary and coordinator, Business
Promotion Council, presided over the
function.

President of Mymensingh
Computer Samity Nazmul Hassan
and President of Bangladesh
Computer Samity Md Faizullah Khan
spoke on the occasion.

The ICT awareness programme
discussions included Customised
software solutions, yroy4ee business
solution, call centre industry and
outsourcing business in Bangladesh,
digital photography solution using IT
products, Systech enterprise resource
planning (Systech ERP), IP telephony,
language research work in ICT, high
speed mobile intemnet technology,
Bijoy Bangla software, library man-
agement software, Nikash v 3.0 of
integrated accounts, inventory, billing
and payroll application software.

Workshop on
UK visa Aug
16 in Ctg

Bss, Chittagong

PHOTO: STAR
A policeman grabs a hawker by his collar and tries to arrest him as he was
selling T-shirts on afootpath at Nilkhet in the city yesterday.

Boy strangles 4-yr-old
stepsister In city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A 10-year-old boy allegedly stran-
gled his four-year-old stepsister in
the city yesterday.

Neighbours found Bristy, daugh-
ter of Gada Miah in Kafrul, dead
inside their house with a Gamchha
tied around her neck at around
noon.

Hearing scream of Abu Bakar
Siddique, the stepbrother of Bristy,
neighbours thronged the house and
found Bristy bleeding severely from
hernose.

They also found Abu Bakar
trembling in horror standing beside
the body of Bristy.

Police recovered the body in the
afternoon and picked up Abu Bakar

for questioning.

Gada Miah said he brought Abu
Bakar, his youngest son from his
first wife, from Bogra four months
ago to look after Bristy, only daugh-
ter of his second wife Konika
Begum.

Both Gada Miah, an employee of
Power Development Board, and
Konika, a garment worker, have to
stay outside their house during the
day.

Police said the girl was hit in the
head with a brick and strangled.
They seized the Gamchha and the
brick from the scene.

Morgue sources said there was
no sign of attack on the body and
she was strangled.

The British High Commission in
Dhaka will arrange a workshop on
'Easy UK visa procedure' on August
16 in the port city with a view to inform-
ing people about the UK visa system
and other procedures.

Second Secretary of the UK High
Commission lan Pugh Cook said this
when he called on Acting Mayor of the
Chittagong City Corporation (CCC) M
Manijur Alam at the latter's office, said
apressrelease.

lan Pugh Cook apprised the mayor
of the purposes for organising the
workshop as the UK visa applicants
from this region are still less than the
otherareas of the country.

He said from now onwards the
people of greater Chittagong need not
go to Dhaka for applying and obtaining
UKVvisas.

The CCC acting mayor urged the
UK envoy to make the visa proce-
dures simpler so that financially less-
affluent but meritorious students could
apply and obtain UK visas for their
higher studies, the release said.

The mayor assured the UK envoy
of all possible cooperation in this
regard.

CCC Chief Executive Officer Imtiaz
Hossain Chowdhury, officials of the UK
High Commission in Dhaka Tanjiba
Moyeen and Shah Jalaluddin were
presentatthe meeting.
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Light to moderate rain likely

next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Met Office said.

5:27am tomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
gusty or squally wind is likely at many places over all the six divisions
with moderately heavy to heavy rain at places of the country in the

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the country,

Highest temperature 32.8 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Rajshahi and Patuakhali and lowest 24.3 degree Celsius at Sylhet.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:43pm today and rises at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 30.3 24.5 93 82
Chittagong 30.2 25.8 81 83
Rajshahi 328 25.0 94 79
Khulna 30.8 26.4 87 86
Barisal 32.0 25.2 90 83
Sylhet 26.5 24.3 88 -
Cox's Bazar 32.0 255 80 78

15 JMB men
get 10 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A speedy ftrial tribunal yesterday
sentenced 15 members of Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) to
10 years' rigorous imprisonment.

Magistrate Shafali Begum also
fined them Tk 10,000 each. If they
fail to pay, they will have to suffer ten
more months in prison.

The convicts are Dr Shamsul
Haque, 40, his brother Moklesh, 37,
Abdur Rahman, 32, Abdul Mannan,
26, Nazmul Haque, 30, Abdul Hye
50, Shahidullah alias Hattu, 35,
Fulbor Hossain, 35, Hatem Ali, 18,
Mohammed Ali, 60, Sekander Ali,
26, Motaleb alias Hira Kholifa, 45,
Shaheed Ali Master, 37, Abu Bakkar
Sidiquee, 56 and Abdul Munshi, 45.
They all hail from Muktagachcha in
Mymensingh.

A team of Rapid Action Battalion
during a raid arrested the 15 JMB
men from Chatal village in
MuktagachaonMay 7.

Harassment of
cultural activists
at RU protested

RU CORRESPONDENT

Sammilito Sangskritik Jote of
Rajshahi University (RU) protested
the harassment of cultural activists
by police and university authorities
yesterday.

In a statement, the jote leaders
alleged that the activists of
Anushilon Drama Group and Tirthok
Drama Group were harassed when
they were returning to their dormito-
ries along with their female activists
singing songin group.

Police also picked up some
cultural activists and released them
later, they added.

Sayem, an activist of Anushilon,
said itis their tradition to help female
activists return to their dormitories
singing in groups.

When contacted, university
Proctor Enamul Haque said some
unruly students create chaos on the
campus in the name of cultural
activities.

So restriction has been enforced
on the return of the cultural activists
to their dormitories singing in groups
owing to state of emergency.

Road crash Kkills
1 in Gaibandha

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

AP
Camanana

One person was killed and 15 others
were injured in a road accident near
Gaibandha district jail on
Gaibandha-Palashbari highway
yesterday.

Police said a Dhaka-bound
passenger-laden coach of Bismillah
Paribahan from Shaghata Upazila
collided head-on with a truck near
Gaibandha district jail complex as
driver lost control over the steering,
leaving one dead on the spotand 15
others injured.

The dead was identified as
Nazrul Islam, 17, of village Dakheli
Ullah under Shaghata Upazila.

Of the injured, seven were
rushed to Gaibandha Sadar
Hospital in critical condition.

CMC students
demand
immediate
exams

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

Over hundred MBBS students of 45th
and 47th batches of Chittagong
Medical College (CMC) brought outa
silent procession on the campus
yesterday demanding the authorities
should hold the supplement exami-
nations, previously scheduled to
beginon July 1,immediately.

Later, the students held a press
conference at CMC canteen where
they said that around 118 students,
who failed in the first and second
professional examinations in last
January, had options to make
amends in the supplement examina-
tions scheduled to starton July 1.

But Chittagong University (CU),
authority of different medical colleges
in the region, postponed the exami-
nations due to a case filed by a pri-
vate medical college in this connec-
tion, they added.

Earlier, the CU authorities refused
to take exams of BGC Trust Medical
College on charges of having inade-
quate accommodation system and
structuralimbalance.

BGC Trust authorities filed a case
with the High Court against the CU
decision in June this year prompting
the CU authorities to postpone all the
first and second professional exami-
nations scheduled to start on July 1
until the case is solved.

Around 200 examinees of firstand
second professional examinations of
different government and private
medical colleges under Chittagong
University now run the risk of losing a
year from their academic career, the
students said.

Acting Principal of CMC Prof Dr
Nilkanta Bhattacharjee, however,
said the authorities can only wait for
the verdict at this moment.

PHOTO: STAR

Buddhist devotees crowd atatemple in the port city to see the hair relics of Gautam Buddha yesterday.

Ashari Purnima
celebrated in
Chittagong

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Ashari Purnima, a religious festival
of Buddhists, was celebrated
through a daylong programme at
different monasteries of the port
city yesterday with due enthusi-
asm.

Hundreds of Buddhist devotees
gathered at Chittagong Buddhist
Monastery, Katalganj Nabapandit
Bihar, Devpahar International
Buddhist Monastery, Mogaltuli
Shakyamuni Bihar and other
monasteries to offer special prayer
seeking peace, progress and
prosperity of the country.

Bangladesh Buddhist
Association arranged an exhibition
of different relics of Lord Buddha
including his hair, bone and foot-
print preserved in Chittagong
Buddhist Monastery.

Mentionable, hair relic of
Gautam Buddha was handed over
to the representatives of Sri
Lankan government at a ceremony
at the monastery on July 18, when
Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Rohita
Bogollagama also handed over a
footprint of Buddha as a gift.

A huge crowd was seen at
Chittagong Buddhist Monastery at
Nandankanon since morning to
have a look on the relics and offer
prayer.

Association President Ajit
Ranjan Barua said they usually
arrange the exhibition for only
once in a year on the occasion of
Buddha Purnima.

But as many devotees who
could not see the footprint of
Buddha earlier, had requested us
to make an arrangement to show
the same on the occasion of Ashari
Purnima, he added.

Body of youth
found floating
in Isamati

A CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

The body of an unidentified youth
was found floating in the river
Isamati near Agrobhulot border in
Benapole yesterday afternoon.

Police and witnesses suspect
the victim, aged around 35, was
attacked by criminals and robbed of
his belongings while he was coming
to Bangladesh from Indiaillegally.

Goga Union Parishad Chairman
Abu Murtaza said since no one is
sure whether the deceased is a
Bangladeshi or an Indian, none is
going to recover the body.

'Formulate policy on
refugee issue’

A daylong training programme on
'Refugee Law', jointly organised by
Bangladesh Legal Aid and
Services Trust (BLAST) and the
United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), was held
in Chittagong on Saturday, says a
pressrelease.

The participants placed some
recommendations including formu-
lation of a comprehensive policy on
asylum and refugee issues, acces-
sion to the Refugee Convention
and its Protocol and adoption of a
national legislation on asylum and
refugees.

They also called for capacity
building of officials of the govern-
ment and NGOs working in the
refugee operation, better treatment
for the asylum seekers and refu-
gees, and continuous support from
international community for refu-
gee operation.

AKM Anwar Hossain, metropoli-
tan sessions judge of Chittagong,
was present at the inaugural ses-
sion as the chief guest.

Prof Zakir Hossain, dean, law
faculty, University of Chittagong,
Tslimur Rahman, executive direc-
tor, BLAST, Adv Rezaul Karim
Chowdhury, Coordinator of
BLAST's Chittagong Unit, and Dr
Uttam Kumar Das, national protec-
tion officer, UNHCR Bangladesh,
attended the session presided over
by Advocate Abdul Quddus, presi-
dent of Chittagong District Bar
Association.

Prof Zakir Hossain, Taslimur
Rahman and Dr Uttam Kumar Das
conducted different sessions.

Some 45 representatives from
the bar association, academic
institutes and NGOs took partin the
training programme.

UNDP project to ensure
‘Justice for All’

With the vision of strengthening
mechanisms for promotion and
protection of human rights and the
delivery of 'Justice of all', the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) has initiated a new techni-
cal assistance project called 'Pro-
moting access to justice and human
rights in Bangladesh' with the Ministry of
Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs,
saysapressrelease.

This project initially aims to mobilise
$3 million as anintegral part of coopera-
tion between the Government of
Bangladesh and UNDP in the area of
democratic governance, human rights
and access to justice, which particularly
aims to strengthen the ability of the poor
and other disadvantaged persons to
demand and obtain justice by asserting
human rights and statutory
entitlements.

This project, therefore, aims to
institutionalise human rights principles
and standards, through the establish-
ment of a national human rights com-
mission, and advance prospects for
access tojustice for the weakest victims
of injustice, through strategic interven-
tions involving the judiciary, law offi-
cers, the legal profession, and civil
society organisations responsive to
the voices of the poor.

In doing so, the project will provide
support to processes initiated by the
government to establish a humanrights
commission, separate judiciary from
executive, and it will focus on issues
relating capacity development of the
judiciary, law officers, legal profession,
legal aid authority, and civil society
groups working on human rights and

accesstojustice.

Another notable emphasis in this
project is on gender justice through
focus on international norms and
sensitisation of justice sector person-
nel to their duties to ensure adherence
principles of non-discrimination,
equality and participation when
women are claimants of rights, and
adopt proactive approaches to com-
bating gender-based violence.

Maj Gen Roshde
new envoy
to Myanmar

Maj Gen Abu Roshde
Rokonuddawla has been appointed
the new ambassador to Myanmar,
says a press release of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

He will replace Mohammed
Khairuzzaman, who is likely to be
appointed the new High
Commissioner to Malaysia, the
release added.

PHOTO: STAR
MBBS students of 45th and 47th batches of Chittagong Medical College (CMC) take out a silent procession on the
campus yesterday demanding immediate examinations.

Cop, 2 aides
arrested on
charge of
cheating

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A police constable and his two
associates were arrested at
Shialbari in the city's Mirpur area in
the early hours of yesterday on
charges of cheating.

The arrestees were identified as
Shimul Khan, a constable of
Rajarbagh Police Lines, and his
associates Jahid alias Rony and
Pintu.

Alamgir Hossain, a cameraman of
local commercial video shop NS Multi
Media, filed a case with Shahali Police
Station on July 20 accusing the three
of snatching a video and a still camera
and other equipment worth about Tk
3.25lakh.

Police said on July 3, Shimul
called the Paltan office of NS Multi
Media and asked the office staff to
send a cameraman with a video and
a still camera with three people he
would send.

As per his demand, NS Multi

Media officials sent cameraman
Alamgir with the three people. As
they reached Mirpur Mazar Road in
a hired taxi-cab, the three asked
Alamgir to buy a video film. As he got
down to buy the film, they left the
place hurriedly.
Although Shimul denied snatching
the cameras, police arrested them
with the snatched video camera and
other equipment following an investi-
gation.

Appeal for help

Kamal Uddin, a
bright student of
Chittagong
University, has
been suffering
from cancer
since 2005,
says a press
i } i release.

He fell ill when he was taking
preparation for his final examina-
tion.

Despite being struck down by the
disease, he secured first class in his
masters examination.

Kamal was feeling well after
taking treatment from Thakurpukur
Cancer Hospital but he relapsed a
few days back.

Doctors said he needs immedi-
ate treatment which will involve an
amount of about Tk 20 lakh.

But his father, who is a retired
shipping officer, is unable to man-
age such a huge amount of money.

So he has made a fervent appeal
to the well-off people of the society
for financial help to save the life of
his son.

Contributions can be sent to
Nurul Huda, Account No SB
34009904, Standard Bank, Jubilee
Road Branch, Chittagong.

Interested persons can also
contact him over cell phone no
01813-388391.

Obituary

BSS, Dhaka

Abdus Sobhan, a senior lawyer of
Supreme Court and secretary
general of the Society for Rule of
Law, passed away due to a cardiac
arrest on Saturday night on the way
to Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) atthe age of 71.

Advocate Sobhan has been
suffering from old age complica-
tions, including acute diabetes and
high blood pressure, family sources
said.

He left behind his wife and two
daughters.

His body has been kept in the
Birdem mortuary. He will be laid to
rest at Azimpur graveyard in the city
after namaz-e-janaza at central
Jame Mosque of Dhaka University

after Asr prayers today.
Dr Abdur Rauf
Dr Abdur Rauf,
former presi-
dent of
{1 Bangladesh
Academy of
Family

1 Physicians and
secretary and
lifetime member
of Bangladesh Private Medical
Practitioners Association (BPMPA),
passed away at Birdem hospital in
the city on Saturday at the age of 72,
says apressrelease.

He was also an associate profes-
sor of family medicine of University
of Science and Technology,
Chittagong.

Bangladesh Academy of Family
Physicians, BPMPA and
Bangladesh College of General
Practitioners expressed profound
shock at his death and conveyed
sympathy to the members of the
bereaved family.

Musharraf meets
King Abdullah

AFP, Jeddah

Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf on Saturday met Saudi
Arabia's King Abdullah during a
short tour of the Gulf, the official
SPAnews agency said.

Musharraf and King Abdullah
held talks in the Red Sea city of
Jeddah on "events in the Islamic
and international fields as well as
cooperation between the two
states", SPAsaid.
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