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Libraries, Cultural and 
Information Centers
Central Public Library- 8626001-4,  
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673 
Bangla Academy- 8619550
Islamic Foundation- 9550280, 
9556407
Nazrul Institute- 9114602
Ford Foundation- 8116133
Alliance Francaise- 8611557
Information Resource Center, The 
American Center - 8813440-4, 
9886395-9
British Council- 8618867-8, 
8618905-7
Community Development Library- 
8113769, 8113604
Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka- 
9126525-6
Indian Information Centre & 
Cultural Library- 8850141-2
The Russian Cultural Centre- 
9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125, 
8112954, 8123412
Press Institute of Bangladesh 
(PIB) 9330081-4

Subarna Express Leaves Dhaka at 4:30 pm Reaches Chittagong at 10:35 pm
Mahanagar Prabhati Leaves Dhaka at 7-30 am Reaches Chittagong at 1-55 pm
Mahanagar Godhuli Leaves Dhaka at 3-15 pm Reaches Chittagong at 10-55 pm
Turna Leaves Dhaka at 11-00 pm Reaches Chittagong at 6-40 am
Parabat Express Leaves Dhaka at 6-40 am Reaches Sylhet at 2-30 pm
Joyantika Express Leaves Dhaka at 12-45 pm Reaches Sylhet at 9-20 pm
Upaban Express Leaves Dhaka at 9-45 pm Reaches Sylhet at 6-40 am
Tista Express Leaves Dhaka at 7-00 am Reaches Bahadurabad at 1-05 pm
Ekata Express Leaves Dhaka at 5-00 pm Reaches Bahadurabad at 11-15 
Upakul Express Leaves Dhaka at 8-00 pm Reaches Noakhali at 5-00 am
Agnibeena Express Leaves Dhaka at 9-20 pm Reaches Jagannath at 2-30 pm

TRAIN TIMING

lines

Aeroflot

9559930, 9559111, Fax: 9563787

Air India

8617783, 8611929, Fax: 9670591

Biman Bangladesh Airlines

8917400-19  9560151, 9559610 

Airport Office: 8917400, Fax:8913005

British Airways

8815111, Fax: 8815346, 

Cathay Pacific

9557117, Fax: 9562667

Druk Air 

9862243, 9892862, 

Emirates

9892801, 9885574-75 

GMG Airlines

8825845-9, Airport Office: 

8960404,8915699, Fax: 8826115

Gulf Air

9130123-5, Airport Office: 8914573

Indian Airlines Ltd

9555915, 9557813, 

Kuwait Airways

9115182, 9118829

Malaysia Airlines

9888211-20

Airport Office: 8916953, Fax: 9890478

PIA 

9349293-5, Fax: 9345300 

Singapore Airlines

8811504-7, 9883259

Airport Office: 8911928, Fax: 8811503

Thai Airways

8314711-18, 8914343

Virgin Atlantic Airways

8816324-5, Fax: 9896481 

Drooti

8014563

Eagle Paribahan

7101504

Green Line Paribahan

9339623, 9342580, 8353005

Hanif Enterprise

9120116

Keya Paribahan

7101894, 7101250, 9121280

Modern Enterprise

9123743

Neptune A/C Coach Service

7101945, 7101951, 9123092

Shohag Paribahan (Pvt) Ltd

9334152, 8316766, 8126293

Shoukhin Paribahan

8014397, 9001796

Silk Line

7102461

Shyamoli Paribahan

9333803

Square Hospitals Ltd

Emergency: 8144466, 8144477, 

8144488, 01713377773, 

01714477774, 01713377775. Fax: 

880-2-9118921

Telephone: 8141522, 8142431, 

8144400, 8142333, 8159457, 

8129334, 01713141447.

Web: www.squarehospital.com

Email: info@squarehospital.com

Ahsania Mission Cancer & General 

Hospital

9008919, 8051618

Apollo Hospitals Dhaka

9891680-4, 01713046684/85

Emergency no. 9896623, 0171409000

Bangladesh Medical College & 
Hospital
9118202, 8115843

Central Hospital

9660015-19, 

China Bangla Hospital (JV) Ltd

8913674

Dhaka Medical College Hospital

8626812-16

Gana Shasthyo Kendra 
8617208, 8617383, 8620178, 

Greenland Hospital
8912663

Gulshan Mother & Child Clinic
8822738, 8812992

Holy Family Hospital
8311721-25

Islami Bank Hospital
9333739

Japan Bangladesh Friendship 
Hospital
8828855, 8827575 

Labaid Cardiac Hospital
8610793-8 

Marie Stopes Clinic
8821874

Medinova Medical Services Ltd
8620353, 

Monowara Hospital
8318135, 8319802

Pangu Hospital
9112150, 9113041

PG Hospital (BSMMU)
9614545-9, 9612550-4

Rashmono General Hospital

8317606, 9557354, 8317819

Ratan's Dental Clinic

9111090 

Salimullah Medical College Hospital

7319002-6

Samorita Hospital Ltd

9131901

Shahid Suhrawardy Hospital

9122560-78

Shishu Hospital

8116061-2, 9119119

United Hospital
8836444, 0194001234

Bangladesh Red Crescent Blood 

Bank

9116563

Modern Clinic & Blood Center

9883948

Sandhani, Dhaka Medical College

9668690

BLOOD BANK
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Workers of Dhaka City Corporation are digging up a portion of the footpath on Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue to set up a foot-bridge sending 
pedestrians to the street. The picture was taken yesterday.  

RAIHAN SABUKTAGIN
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While Dhaka City Corporation 
(DCC) is failing on most counts, it 
can retrieve some comfort from 
the successful implementation of 
the multi-million dollar Urban 
Primary Health Care Project 
(UPCHP), a maiden initiative of 
the Local Government, Rural 
Develop-ment and Cooperatives 
ministry.

In the first quarter of the year, 
it has already provided about 1 
million medical services at 
minimum cost to city dwellers, 
especially to the hardcore poor.

According to the project 
register, on an average, about 
40 lakh people in Dhaka are 
annually getting comprehen-
sive medical care from the 63 
Primary Health Centres and 10 
Comprehensive Reproductive 
Health Care Centres under the 
UPCHP.

The first phase of the project 
started in 1998 and ended in 
June 2006. The second phase, 
which is now in progress, will 
continue till December 2011.

“During the first phase, the 
project provided 2,03,55,953 

quality clinical services to  
people at minimum cost,” said 
Jamal A Naser Chowdhury, 
project director of the 2nd 
UPCHP. 

The first phase of the project 
was completed at a cost of US$ 
60 million while the second 
phase is worth US$ 90 million, 
he said. In the course of time, 
the project has extended its 
coverage throughout the coun-
try. 

Under the project, people 
get services through two ways: 
health centre-oriented service 
and satellite session outreach. 
The latter was launched in 

2000. Various colour cards 
were enacted for charging the 
patients. Red card with one-
year validity is for people who 
earn below Tk 2000 per month, 
and they are provided with 
health services free of cost. 

People whose income is 
between Tk 3000 and Tk 4000 
get green cards with one year 
validity, with which they can 
receive every kind of health 
services at only 30% commis-
sion at the centres.

“Besides Dhaka, we are 
operating in other divisional 
cities and 5 municipalities 
across the country. There are 

10 partnership zones in Dhaka. 
Each zone consists of 5 to 7 
Primary Health Centres, one 
p h a r m a c y  a n d  o n e  
Comprehensive Reproductive 
Health Care Centre,” said 
Chowdhury.

The services available at the 
centres are counselling on 
reproductive health, antenatal 
care, both normal and caesar-
ean delivery, post-natal care, 
immunisation for children and 
women, child care, clinical and 
non clinical family planning 
methods, treatments of differ-
ent communicative diseases, 
general health care, clinical and 
non-clinical family planning and 
pathological lab.

The project director claimed 
that consistent monitoring of 
the project implementation kept 
things running smoothly. He 
added that the money collected 
from the patients would be used 
for the sustainability of the 
services after the end of the 
second phase of the project at 
2011. 

“I am pregnant, so I come 
here twice a month for check-
ing. I am very satisfied with the 
cleanliness, low cost and qual-

ity services of this centre,” said 
Achhiya Khatun, who arrived in 
the evening session at a 
Primary Health Centre in 
Arambagh Residential Area 
under section 7, Mirpur. 

The centre was charging her 
much less than any other medi-
cal or diagnostic centre in the 
area, she said. “A general 
MBBS doctor demands at least 
Tk 60 as fee for a single consul-
tation, while I am paying only Tk 
20 here. Most of the treatments 
are free here and they even 
provide free medicines on 
some Fridays,” she added. 

She said for her delivery, she 
would definitely come to the 
centre because of its low cost, 
and her confidence on its ser-
vices. 

"For normal delivery cases, 
the health centres charge Tk 
600, including the cost of medi-
cines, whereas other clinics 
charge a minimum of Tk 2000 
without medicine for such ser-
vice,” said Dr. Kazi Nurun Nabi, 
project manager of Pragati Samaj 
Kallayan Protisthan, a partner of 
the project implementing author-
ity.

For caesarean delivery 

URBAN PRIMARY HEALTH CARE PROJECT

Something for DCC to cheer about

cases the health centres 
charge only Tk 6,000 including 
price of medicine compared to 
charges of Tk 15,000 and Tk 
20,000 at other clinics, he 
informed.

“We try our very best not to 

turn away any patient without 
treatment and we always try 
to give them the best service, 
around the clock," he said.

At least 200 patients come to 
each health centre daily, he 
estimated and said, “Keeping 

the centre clean and behaving 
cordially with patients is our key 
object. As a result, the patients 
who visit our clinic once don't 
go to other hospitals or clinics 
for health services,” he added.

Marie Stopes Clinic near Gausia is one of the centres providing urban primary health care.

According to the project regis-
ter, on an average, about 40 lakh 
people in Dhaka are annually 
getting comprehensive medical 
care from the 63 Primary Health 
Centres and 10 Comprehensive 
Reproductive Health Care 
Centres under the UPCHP
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external injury. So the case is 
contradicting,” said an investigat-
ing officer of Rab-3.

“We are suspecting that as she 
was abducted there can be a social 
pressure on her from her teachers 
and classmates, that may lead to 
suicide. The whole thing is very 
mysterious,” he added.

“We knew about the abduction 
case but we never treated her differ-
ently,” said a teacher of Viqarunnissa 
School, seeking anonymity.

According to the family members 
she had friends just like any other girl 
of her age. “She was very quiet and 
pious. She used to say prayers five 
times a day and recited Holy Quran,” 
said one of her classmates.

“After she was abducted we all 
her friends gave her lots of support 
in facing the social pressure. Some 
people made indecent comments 
after she came back to school, but 
no one said anything in front of 
her,” she said.

Priyanka died on July 18. Her 
father filed a case with Ramna 
Police Station on July 20.

Priyanka
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he said, "I miss my parents who 
are in the village, but I am happy 
because I can come to school, 
which I could not back home."

Seema Akhter, a student of 
class 2, enjoys school so much 
that she commutes everyday 
from Shukrabad, where she is a 
kitchen assistant in a house. "My 
employers are very kind, they 
give me bus fare and time-off to 
come to school and do my stud-
ies," said the smiling youngster, 
whose favourite subject is 
Bangla. 

The school has designed its 
method to match its student 
body. There are three sessions a 
day, each lasting 2-3 hours. The 
tiffin break is kept to a minimum 
so that children can finish 
classes in a short time and return 
to their work, although they have 
the option of remaining behind to 
take art and music classes. 
Classes, which number from 
playgroup to class eight, are 

taught according to the National 
Curriculum and Textbook Board 
(NCTB) standards.

According to the Bangladesh 
Primary Education Act, which 
was passed in 1990 and came 
into effect in 1993, schooling is 
compulsory for all children 
between the ages of 6 to 10. Yet, 
thousands of children continue 
to slip through the cracks in the 
system, and are deprived of 
primary education. 

Syeda Banu started Surovi 
with the dream of reaching out to 
all those neglected children. 
"What the school has achieved 
in terms of educating poor chil-
dren is like a drop of water in the 
ocean. Everyday on the streets 
and in people's houses I see so 
many little boys and girls who 
cannot go to school, and my 
hope is that all of them will find a 
place in some school someday," 
she said.

Lights of education 
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