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(From top) Flood-hit people pass days under open sky as they take shelter on highland in Bahirgola Gurer Bazar area 
in Sirajganj, Madhumati damages protion of Mongalhata ring dam as villagers fear flood any time there in Narail, 
flood grips dwelling house at railway colony on the southern bank of Surma in Sylhet.

FLOOD IN DISTRICTS

PHOTO: STAR

Vehicles cross the Teesta railway-cum-road bridge, in bad shape for long,in Lalmonirhat risking lives of passengers.

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Speakers at two reception ceremo-
nies held in Khagrachhari and 
Bandarban yesterday urged the 
GPA-5 achievers of Secondary 
School Certificate (SSC) examina-
tion to work hard to build up a 
corruption-free Bangladesh. 

O u r  K h a g r a c h h a r i  
Correspondent reports: Dainik 
Prothom Alo, a leading Bangla 
daily, yesterday accorded  recep-
tion to the SSC talents at the Tribal 
Cultural Institute (TCI) in hill town. 

Khagrachhari Government High 
Schoo l  headmis t ress  Sr i la  
Ta lukde r   p res i ded  wh i l e  
Khagrachhari Government College 
principal Bhodi Sattya Dewan was 
present as chief guest.

Terming the meritorious stu-
dents as future of the country, the 
speakers said they would make the 
country corruption-free by guiding it 
properly. They also urged them to 
make the society acid violence-

free, monga and drought free and 
free from all kinds of natural calami-
ties. Prathom Alo will help them in 
their task, they said.

Among others, educationist 
Ananta Bihari Kisha, Natunkuri 
High School headmaster Kazi 
Mazeduzzaman, Guimara High 
School headmaster Brazanath 
Roaza, sub-editor of Prothom Alo 
Asif Rashid and Khgarachhari 
Prothom Alo correspondent Azim-
Ul-Haque addressed.

About 21 GPA-5 achievers 
receives crests and certificates at 
the function.

Our Bandarban Correspondent 
reports: As many as, 19 brilliant 
students of the hill district were 
accorded reception at a function 
held at Bandarban Press Club 
yesterday. 

Crests and certificates were 
distributed to the SSC talents. Abu 
Taher, Assistant Professor of 
Bandarban Government College 
was in the chair. 

Bandarban Hill District Council 
chairman Prof Than Jama Lushai 
distributed crests and certificates 
as chief guest.

While addressing, the chief 
guest advised the students to 
acquire the knowledge on modern 
IT. Because, he said, it is essential 
not for jobs only but for their day-to-
day activities too. He further said 
the caretaker government has 
waged a war against corruption. He 
urged the brilliant students to help 
administration in wiping out corrup-
tion from the society.

Among others, Sumanta Aslam, 
Acting Editor of Alpin, a weekly 
special magazine of Dainik 
Prothom Alo, Hossain Ahmed, 
Headmaster  o f  Bandarban 
Government High School and 
Zohora Begum, commissioner of 
B a n d a r b a n  m u n i c i p a l i t y  
addressed.

Teachers, guardians, students 
and civil society members were 
present.

GPA-5 ACHIEVERS URGED AT TWO RECEPTIONS 

Work hard to free nation 
from curse of corruption

RU CORRESPONDENT

Hundreds of villagers yesterday 
fled their houses at Darshanpara 
village in Mohonpur upazila in 
Rajshahi to evade arrest as five 
cases were filed against them in 
connection with the police-villagers 
clash on Friday. 

Rajshahi Anti-Drug Directorate 
inspector Shafiqul Islam and assis-
tant sub-inspector (ASI) Abu 
Bakkar Siddique filed the cases 
with Mohanpur Police Station 
against the villagers including 
Keshorhut Pourasabha chairman 
Shahiduzzman Shahid. 

They brought allegations against 
the villagers for attack on government 
officials, creating hindrance to Anti-
Drug staff while doing their duties, 

snatching illegal goods and drugs. 
About 30 people were injured in 

police-villagers clash at the village 
on Friday. Earlier, Mohonpur police 
led by officer-in-charge (OC) Afzal 
Hossain raided the village at around 
12 am  and searched some houses 
of the villagers and drug traders. 
During the raid, police allegedly 
tortured  innocent women and 
villagers and damaged houses and 
other property, sources alleged. 

 Police also arrested three 
people included a 14-year-old boy 
in this connection, sources said. 
The arrested are Monarul Islam, 
14, Abul Kalam Azad ,26, and 
Khorshed Alam ,26. 

Police also raided the house of 
Keshorhut pourasabha chairman in 
a bid to arrest him but at that time 

he was not present at his house, 
sources said. 

On contact, the officer-in-charge 
(OC) of Mohanpur Police Station, 
Afzal Hossain confirmed the report 
on filing five cases against the 
villagers. He said the arrested were 
accused in the clash. 

 Chairman Shahid alleged that 
the cases were filed against them 
to hide  fault of Anti-Drug staffers.  

In reply to a query, Mohanpur OC 
denied to have damaged houses and  
torturing of innocent villagers. 

When contacted, Anti-Drug 
Directorate inspector Shafiqul Islam 
denied to have demanded bribe from 
the drug traders saying we have 
launched the drive against drug traders, 
but the villagers attacked them. Later 
police recovered them, he said.

FRIDAY'S CLASH WITH COPS

Hundreds flee homes
to evade arrest
at Rajshahi village 

OUR 
CORRESPONDENT,Gaibandha

A group of young men have come 
forward voluntarily to help poor 
and destitute erosion victims at 
Baguria village of Gideri union in 
Sadar upazila.

Fifteen young men, mostly 
college and school students, 
have volunteered to shift houses, 
structures and other moveable 
property of poor erosion victims to 
safer places. 

River erosion has intensified 
stretching one kilometre area 
from Baguria to Majipara on the 
western bank of the Brahmaputra 
in Gaibandha Sadar upazila 
during the last several days. 

T h e  B r a h m a p u t r a  h a s  
devoured at least 30 homesteads 
during the period and hundreds 
others were threatened by ero-
sion.

People living on the bank of 
the river are mostly destitutes and 
ultra-poor. Many of them even 
cannot afford to pay the labour 
cost for shifting huts and  mov-
able property to elsewhere. 
Previously, structures and house-
hold articles of poor erosion 
victims were washed away by the 
surging water of the river.

Observing the pitiable situa-
tion, the young men came to the 
aid of the poor erosion victims.   

While visiting the erosion 
affected areas, this correspon-
dent saw a group of young men 
working to shift tin shed houses 

and other household articles of 
the erosion victims to safer places 
from the erosion affected area.

'We are not only shifting 
houses and other valuables of the 
erosion victims, but also helping 
them take shelter to the nearby 
embankment or high land, said 
Jaharul Islam, a volunteer. 

While talking to other volun-
teers, Emrul,  Babul, Rafiz, 
Sumon, they told this correspon-
dent they are trying to do welfare 
of the erosion victims.  Their 
example would inspire others to 
service the needy, said Sumon, 
youngest member of the team.

'I have lost all of my belongings 
as the river devoured my home-
stead within an hour. Now I am a 
pauper', said Moni Das, a fisher-
man at Baguria village.

The Water  Deve lopment  
Board (WDB) is now engaged in 
constructing a counter embank-
ment to protect people from the 
scourge of flood, but they have 
done nothing to save people from 
erosion, said Sankar Das. Last 
year, the WDB officials commited 
to dump sand bag to arrest ero-
sion in the area, but in vain, he 
said.

Whi le talk ing to Rafayel 
Tusher Chakkravarti, Disaster 
Management Officer of Heed 
(Bangladesh), he said they 
already  trained 50 young men so 
that they can extend help to 
disaster victims at the time of 
need.

Youths come to the 
aid of hapless
erosion victims

Higher edn of 
sacked jute
workers' 
children now
uncertain
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

About a hundred children of the 
retrenched workers of People's 
Jute Mills and Platinum Jute Mills 
could not get themselves admitted 
to any college here for want of 
money.

 The National Relief Committee 
financially helped only 66 children of 
workers of Peoples Jute Mills for their 
admission to three colleges on July 
23.

The colleges are Haji Mohsin 
College, Bhasani Vidyapith, 
Polytechnic Institute and Daulatpur 
Day-Night College situated in 
Khalishpur and Daulatpur.

When asked, the college author-
ities expressed their inability to 
arrange any more seats for the poor 
students.

Over 200 students passed the 
Secondary School Certificate (SSC) 
examinations this year from high schools 
run by the authorities of People's, 
Crescent and Platinum jute mills. 

On contact, the acting principal of 
Haji Mohsin College told this corre-
spondent that he had appealed to 
the authorities of Jessore education 
board to arrange more seats in 
science and arts groups. 

'But I am yet to get any positive 
response from the authorities 
concerned', the acting principal 
said. Similar situation prevails in 
other colleges also, he said.

Meanwhile, the publicity secretary 
of Patkal Sangram Parishad (PSP) 
alleged that the authorities of People's 
Jute Mills are pressing the workers to 
vacate old and new colonies.

10 schoolboys
attacked with 
'mass hysteria'
in Tangail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

 Ten students of SK Pilot Boys' High 
School in Mirzapur upazila were 
attacked with 'mass hysteria' yes-
terday. 

The students fell unconscious at 
the school ground during assembly 
in the morning, school sources 
said.

Among them, five were admitted 
to Mirzapur Kumudini Hospital. 
They are Shohag, Hassan, Khalid, 
Sagar and Zahir. Of them, Shohag, 
Hassan and Khalid are students of 
Class 10 while Sagar and Zahir are 
students of Class 7. 

The authorities of SK Pilot Boys' 
High School and the adjoining SK 
Pilot Girls' High School closed down 
their schools following panic among 
both the students and guardians. 

Mirzapur Upazila Nirbahi Officer 
(UNO) Emdadullah visited the 
hospital and saw the ailing stu-
dents.

When contacted, the UNO said 
to The Daily Star the students might 
have attacked by the disease due 
to physical weakness. Because, 
many of them come to school 
without taking breakfast, he said.   

This is the first such incident in 
any school in Tangail.

Tk 30 lakh 
heroin seized
BSS, RANGPUR

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) yester-
day seized 300 grams of heroin 
from a train at Hilli railway station 
in Dinajpur, BDR sources said.

Acting on a tip-off, a BDR team 
from Hilli outpost searched a compart-
ment of a Goalando bound passenger 
train and seized 300 grams of heroin 
worth Tk 30 lakh. The packet of the 
heroin was kept inside the toilet.

However, none could be 
arrested during the raid.

workshop for 
journalists
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A three-day workshop for journal-
ists began at the VIP auditorium of 
Khulna Press Club on Friday. 

B a n g l a d e s h  C e n t r e  f o r  
Development Journalism and 
Communication (BCDJC) organ-
ised the workshop which

focussed on gender, human 
rights and good governance.  

The programme was inaugu-
rated by Joint Director of BCDJC 
Muhammad Nurul Hasan while 
editor of The Daily Tribune Begum 
Ferdausi Ali, Staff Correspondent of 
Dainik Janakantha Gouranga 
Nandy, Toufik A Mannan of Ain-o-
Shalish Kendra and programme 
officer of NGO Rupantar Shahadat 
Hossain acted as resource per-
sons.

About 29 participants attended 
the workshop. Fifteen of them were 
women.
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