CORRUPTION CONVICTION

Once bigwigs now
tace poll exclusion

S1AFE CORRESPONDENT

Agood number of former ministers
and lawmakers including some
bigwigs who have been detsined
on cormuption charges will not be
ableto contest the next parliamen-
tary election if they fail w free
themselves from conviction before
thepolls.

Detnined Awaml League
President Sheikh Hasina will be
disqualified from contesting the
polls, If she Is punished on charge
of corruption under the
Emergency Power Ordinance rules.
The authorities are ulso preparing
to file corriiption cases againg| BNP
Chajsperson Khaleda Zin,

One will 'be disqualified fronl
contesting any polls including the
patllsmentary election if he or she
is convicted by the trial court,

Filing appeal against the trial
court's verdict will not remove tha
bar until and unless one is nequit-
ted af the conviction through the

Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court.

To realise its plan, the govern-
ment has already formulated
stringent rules blocking the ways
for the graft suspects to contest the
polts and it is determined to com-
plete the wial before the polls,
scheduled for December 2068
according to the Election
Commission’sroadmap.

To dest with the corrupton
suspects, there are tougher rules
under the Emergency Power
Ordinance.

The constitution says a persan
shall not be eligible to stand in any
election if he or she fs convicted for
a criminal offence involving moral
turpitude and sentenced to impris-
onmerit for o term of not less than
two vears unless a period of five
years has elapsed since his release.

Butaccording to the Emeggency
Power Ordinance rules, any person
convicted {or corruption by a trial
court will be disqualified from

contesting any election unt! adju-
dicationofhis arher appeal against
the verdict and no convicted per-
son shall ever be considered guali-
fied for any post in the government,
semi-government organisations,
stututory bodies, or in any organi-
sation that has government affilia-
tiomn.

Communications Adviser MA
Matin, who Is also the chief of
natonal taskiorce on prevention of
serious crimes and corruption,
sald, "We will try not to atlow cor-
tupt politiclans to contest the
elections..... Actions will be wken
agalnst all carmipt people irrespec.
tive of their political affiliations.”

Matin said the anti-graft
toskforoe had so far investigated
131 carruption charges and inves-
tigation into 100 more similar cuses
will be completed in nest three
muonths.

According to the official record
of the taskforce, 17 cases are under

SEE PAGE 15COL 7

Writ petition
today against
Hasina's arrest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Lawyers for detgined Awami
League (AL} President Sheikh
Hasing will file writ petition with
the High Court today challenging
the legality of her arres) and the
‘extortion’ case filed agsinst her
under the emergency powers rules,

AL sources said o team of six
seaior fawyers led by Barristy
Rafique ul Mug will file the writ
petition for the former prime min-
ister

“We will mave to the High Count
tomortow  (Sundayl challenging
the arrest of Sheikh Hasinag and the
case against her,” AL Law Secretary
Advocate Sahara Khatun told
reporters vesterday after a meeting
with neting party President Zillur
HRahmanathis resldence,

Tawfigue Newaz, one of the
counsels for Hasing who visited her
at the special jail yesterday, AL
leadurs Ataur Rahunan Khan Kalser,
Shubid Ali Bhuyian, Dr Dipu Moni
and Advocate Rahmat Al were also
presentat the meeting.

Sahara Khatun, who is on the
legal aide commitiee for freeing
Hasing, said they have enough
grounds tochallenge the case. They

SEE PAGE 15 COL B

CA for more
interactions
among advisers,
secretaries

LERNE, Dhaka
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He gave the call’
weekly meeting of the Council of
Advisers, where Cabinet Secretary
All Imum Majumdar presented a
teport on the progress in imple-
mentationof the decisions taken in

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

3 schoolchildren
killedin Ctg

road crash
UNB, ¢y

Three students of a primary school
were erushed under the wheels of a
truck on the Chittagong-Nujirhat
highway at Charia under Hathazar
uparilayesterday morning.

The deceased were (dentified as
Mahmud, 8, of class four, Aleya, 7,
and Saleha, 6, of class two of Charia
Government Primary School,

Witnesses sald the Najirhat-
bound tnick from the port city ran

SEE PAGE L5 COL 1

Fire damages
8th floor office
at CA Bhaban

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

A fire gutted some furniture, docu-
ments and office equipment at the
Institute of Chartered Accountants
of Bangladesh (ICAB) in CABhaban
at-Karwan Bazar in the capital last
night.

Menirul Istam Monir, a security
guard of the building, said, "When
reached the building around
9:15pm, as | had night duty there, |
saw pedestrians looking upwaris
al the building and sereaming fire’.

SEE PAGE 15 COL B
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prices of essentials tose further in
the capital over the liust two weeks,
and retailess and Bangladesh Rifles

JABDR) blmoed the hike on low

supply due to the recent down-
pour.

Edible oil, rice, flour, onion,
aubergine, green papiya, cucum-
ber, green banana, green and dried
chilli, different types of leafy vege-
tubles and spices-- all faw a rise in
their prices at the kichen markets
as well as the BDR-nun shops and
markets.

Col Abdul Halirn, chief of the
BDR Trade and Commerce
Monitoring Cell, told The Daily
Star, "The vegelabie fields in differ-
ent places across the country have

Vegetable prices mark further rise at kitchen markets of the capital following the downpour acress the country dur-
ing the last few days. The photo was taken from Hatirpul kitchen market yesterday.

Essentials prices up
amid downpour

gone undet water due to heavy rain
and the supply became limited. So,
the prices have gane up for the time
heing.”

The prive of soyabenng oil has
rinen tis Tk G0 pet lire keom Tk 76
lust week. Retailers st the Karwan
Bazar kitchen market sald the price
mayrise further thisweek

The BDR-run shops were selling
soyabean oil 31 Tk 78 per [lire; two
wesks back they sold [tat Tk 72.

Rathan, a retailer a0 Hatbpud
Kitchen market, sald oil companlies
took demand notes from the retail-
ers several times [ast week but the
supplies have yet 1o arrive, "Mean-
time, our stock i running low," he
sald.

A dealer of Teer soyoabean olil
said, "1 placed order (o the com-

pany several Limes, but no supply
yer”

The price of flour rose sharply
vuring the last two weeks. The price
of kg pack; which was Tk 25 st
weok. hasleapt Tk 30,

Onion was sold at Tk 22 per
kilogram last week and Is now
beingsold at Tk 28.

tnly the price of potatn has
remained stable, suid the retailers
of Karwan Baxar and Hutirpul
Kitchen markets.

The price of green chilli has
doubled during the last two weels,
teaching Tk 80 per Lilogram ar
different retall markets. The BDR-
run shops were selling green chilli
at Tk 76 although they sold it ;1 Tk
30 two weeksback ;

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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CU asstt professor
made lecturer for
writing student's
answer script
CUCORRESPONDENT

Chittagong University (CU)
syndicate yesterday down-
graded a teacher from assistant
professor to lecturer on charge
of writing on a female student's
answerscript.

This is n first instance of its
kind since the university's
launiching in 1966.

The dicate also termi-
nited Mohammad Nazim
Utldin, general secretary of CU
Employees' Unlon, on different
charges including bribery,
froudulence and making inde-
centproposal to adriver's wife.

The syndicate took the deci-
sions in its 442nd meeting held
with Vice-chincellor M Badiul
Alam inthe chair,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Credit growth dips

in banks

REJATL KARIM BYRON

Growth of credit flow In the bank-
ing sector has decreased signifi-
cantly in the first five months of this
vear despite no contraction mes-
sures taken by the central bank.

Bangladesh Bank (BB) data
shows credit flow increased by only
one percent during January to May,
while the increase was 9 percent in
Tanuary-Tune last year,

"We're witnessing a declining
growth of credit flow rom the
barlking sector that means we may
not have w0 impose any specific
measures to check the Tow,"” said a
central bank official

Fxplaining the unusoal decline,
officials of different commercial
banks sald enuepreneuss are in
apprehension about investment as
the country s going through astate
of emergency.

"Peaple did not take loans from
banks during the first few months
after the present government camae
to office. They were in fear. The
situation has improved slightly
onlyin recent days,” said an official
of a nationaiised cammercial bank
(NTR].

He said the NCBs have been
witnessing negative growth of
credit flow sines January,

The branch manager of a pri-

vate commercial bank cited an
example of three aspiring clients
and said, "They had applied for
lpans, but are now taking time and
may he observing the dverall
political situation.” He said the
investors do not want 1o take any
tisk.

Tha BR reieased six-month
monetary policy early this month
that had hinred to increase the rare
of SLR {statuary lguidity require-
ment) wd CRR (cash reserve ratio)
in an apparent bid (o reduce pri-
vate sector credil Now,

The BB has s5el a target to keep
growth rate of domestic credit

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5
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Ahousewife st Matuail in the capital washes utensils with stagnant ralnwater, mixed with filth and waste, as this part of the city remains waterlogged follow-
ing torrential rain during the last few days.

Hasina sees her
arrest as part
of larger
conspiracy

Starr CORRESPONDENT

Dietained Awami League [ALj
President Sheikh Hasina is scared
for her life and said yesterday her
arrest by part of o larger conspiracy
to eliminate Bangabandhu's fam-
Iy
"Canspirmtors want (o complete
their 1975 plot by eliminnting me,”
Advocate Tawfique Newaz, one of
the counsels for Hasina, guoted her
AL saying,.
Talking to newsmen after mest-
ing Masina at the special jail,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Hannan Shah says
reformists have
least support

STAFEF CORRESPONDENT

Brig Gen (retd) ASM Hannan Shah.
an ndviser v BNP Chairperson
Khaledn Zia, yesterday sald not
evenfive percent of the party coun-
cillors will support the so-called
‘reformists’ led by Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan.

"There is no allernative to
Khaleda Zin for running the party
as the leaders and workers are
united under her leadership ..
They believe any kind of change
should be brought with her

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Jamuna flows 85cm
over danger level

Compounds flood situation in Sirajganj

STAR REFORT

The Ovod situationy in Sirajganij,
Galbandha, Rangpur, Neirakona,
Tongoll and Manlkgan] further
deteriorated yesterday.

Four more upazilas of Sirajganj
were flonded yesterday as the water
of the lamuna continues to rise due
to torrentinl rain and onrush of
witer from upstream, our Sirajganj
cormespondentrepoits.

The newly affected upazilas are
Ullapara, Kamarkhanda, Raiganj
amd Tarash

Two children went missing
yesterdny when thoy were fishing
inthe loodwater, They are Rubel, 8,
of Polashpur village in #azipur and
Jafar, 5, of Chowhaily village.

Al least 400 villages in nine
upazilus have been inundated and
about 2 lakh people have become
maroened, Hundreds of flood-
affected people have waken shelter
on higher lands and embank-
ments. Most of them are passing
their days under the open sky.
There is a severe crisis of food and
drinking water in those places,
Diarrhoea, dysentery and skin
disenses have broken out in differ-
entareas.

Meanwhile, around 200 educa-
tional institutions remain unoffi-
clally closed, as they have been

flooded, Around 5,000 weuaving
factories have also boen inundated
rendering 5,000 weavers unem-
ployed,

Water Development—HBourd
(WDB} officials said the Jamuna
was flowing BScm above danger
level ot Sirajganj vesterday after-
noon. The water level might
increase within the next two or
three days, they feared.

District Relief and Rehabilitation
Deparument sources said they have
distributed 50 tonnes of rice, Tk |
Inkh in cash and 135 cans of biscuits
among the lood-affected people.

Flood situation in Guaibandha
deteriorated as onrush of water
from upstream and intermittent
rain since Thursday submerged
more areas in four upazilas, our
correspondent in Galbandha
repors,

Gaibandha Sadar, Sunderganij,
Fulchari and Shaghata have been
affected as the Brahmaputra went
further 66cm and the Ghagot 25¢m
above danger levels yesterday.

Over ] lakh people in different
areaswere marooned.

Knee-deep water Is fiowing over
a four-kilometre stretch of road
between Udakhli and Badiakhali
snapping road link between
Gulbandha with parts of Fulchari
upazila. A bridge at Salun on

Kalirbazar-Badiakhall road also
collapsed.

Rushing foodwater through =
breach i a fload vontral embank-
WAL at Singra in Pulchan upazlia
flonded 25 villages, Standing crops
and vegetables also went under
watet.

An Army team is rescuing nearly
200 marooned people from differ-
entchafs in Fulchariupizila on the
Brahmaputre basin,

The two flood shelters openedm
Udakhall High School and Adarsha
Girls Scheol on Friday have gone
under water Saturday. Peaple have
been moved to nesrby Udakhall
Health Complex from thure.

Fresh cracks have developed
along the newly constructed ring-
aembankment st Baguria due to
heavy rainfall. The Galbandha
town protection embankment has
also become vuinerable al two
points

Arcording to district Relief and
Rehabilitation Department. 130
villuges have been affected, The
district administeation sllocated 26
tonney of tice, Tk 40,000 in cash
and house-bullding materals. for,
distribution. =)

The flood situation 'in
Netrakonn further deteriorated
vesterday with 55 unions of nine

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Moral values needed |
for curbing graft as

law alone not sufficient
Chief justice tells seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chiel Justice Mohammad Ruhul
Amin yesterdoy said soctety ond iis
compoenents will have w be edu-
cated on ethics and morel values s
faw alone is not sulficient to bring
down commuption at & elerable
level,

He made the observation at a
seminar titded "Rule of Law fo
Estiablish a Corruption Free
Soctety”. The monthly Legal Aid
organised the discussion at the
CIRDAP auditorium.

"My view is that along with
addressing the corrupt person
upon due enforcement of law, let
there be social abhorrence and
disapproval of corruption, and
private as welluscommunity disas-
sociation of the cormupts,” said
chiefofthe country’s apex court,

Editor of Monthly Legal Aid
Khawija Golam Murshed presided
over the inaugural session that was
attended among others by
fnpanese Ambassador in Dhake
Masayukl noue, Counuy Director
of the Asian Development Bank
Hua Du, Charge d'Affaires of the
Furapean Commission delegation
Francoise Collet, Resident Legal
Adviser of the US Embassy Nancy
Langston, and former atiorney

general AF Hassan Arifl.

Mentloning some laws includ-
ing the penal code and the anti-
corruption acts, the chief justice
said, “There are some other laws
also relating 1o preveation of cor-
ruption. But still then corruption
has rooted itself firmly in every
sphere of socicty as well as in every
stageoflife,

“Laws have been enacted pro-
viding punishment of cortupt
persons but same would not go
long way in curbing cormuption
since application of law is delayed
or same is not at all applied or
enforewed In a manner to sereen the
desired one whoe ought to have
brought within the net of law

Justice Amin said, "Soft applica-
tion of lnw relating to corrupton at
dilferent fevels by the government
and the institutions entrusted with
o1 responsiblie for administration
and enforcement of law (o some
heneficiaries ofcormuption on lame
excuse is no less responsible for
corruption.”

This aspect and othet problems
ueed immedinte remedinl mea-
sure, he said adding that individa-
als or institutions entrusted with
the task to deal with corruption had
heensolt attimesforno reason and
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