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upazilas of Dhaka.
Meanwhile, in the 24 hours 

ending at 6:00pm yesterday, the 
Met Office recorded 200 millimetres 
of rain in Sunamganj, 180mms at 
Lorergarh, 126.6mms at Durgapur, 
124.5mms in Mymensingh, 80mms 
in Sylhet, 71mms at Kanaighat, 
65mms at Jariajanjail of Netrakona, 
61mms at Nakuagaon, 55mms at 
Bhairab Bazar and 28mms in 
Pabna.

Our correspondent from Pabna 
reports: Nagarbari-Aricha ferry 
service stopped after the flood 
waters washed away the pontoons 
at the Nagarbari end, said officials at 
the Bangladesh Inland Water 
Transport Authority (BIWTA).

Four villages at Bera upazila and 
low laying areas at Shujanagar 
upaz i la  went  under  wate r.  
Meanwhile, flood waters in Raipur 
village of Shujanagar have begun to 
recede. 

Our  co r responden t  f r om 
Sirajganj reports: Some 60 metres 
of Brahmaputra Flood Control 
Embankment at Khokshabari and 
30 metres on Sirajganj-Kazipur 
Road broke off due to strong cur-
rents yesterday morning. The cave-
ins led to road link between 
Sirajganj and Sonamukhi.

Around 100 metres of the 
embankment at Rani Gram inter-
section near the town by the 
Jamuna remains at risk of being 
swept away, but as of last evening 
the authorities have yet to take any 
step to that end.

More than 20 vil lages in 
B e l k u c h i ,  S i r a j g a n j  s a d a r,  
Shahzadpur and Chowhaly upazila 
headquarters and Kazipur munici-
pality have gone under water, 
forcing some 500 weaving factories 
and 40 educational institutions to be 
closed. 

Miseries of those marooned in 
their houses for the last few days 
continued to be compounded. Many 
are passing days in the open air. 

Our staff correspondent from 
Bogra reports: The Jamuna at 
Dhunat upazila burst its banks and 
inundated at least four to five vil-
lages while at Dighankandi village, 
over 50 families had to take refuge 

at local schools after the floods 
washed away the local WDB 
embankment.

Our  co r responden t  f r om 
Netrakona reports that the newly 
affected areas are Madni union at 
Netrakona sadar upazila, Sahata 
and Raipur unions at Barhatta, 
Sukhari and Duaz at Atpara, and 
Durgapur upazila headquarters. 

The water level in the rivers 
Someshwary, Magra, Kongsho and 
Dhanu continued to rise. 

A b o u t  1 , 0 0 0  p o n d s  i n  
Kalmakanda, Durgapur, Atpara, 
Madan, Mohonganj and Khaliajuri 
upazilas have been inundated and 
fish of an estimated price of Tk 10 
crore has been carried away in flood 
waters, sources at the District 
Fishery Office said.

The road communications 
between the district headquarters 
and Durgapur, Kalmakanda and 
Khaliajuri remained has been 
severely disrupted.
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Islamic Economic
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business potentials. 
He said the European Union 

(EU) and South Africa also showed 
interest to participate in the WIEF 
meet.

The CA termed the WIEF a good 
forum and said the conference will 
open the windows of business 
opportunities as well as business 
challenges for the Southeast Asia 
region. It will be a win-win situation 
for trade and investment in respect 
of capital and cheap labour force, he 
added.

The head of the caretaker gov-
ernment hoped that the regional 
conference would be effective in 
exchanging views and exploring 
business possibilities in the region. 
He stressed the need for proper 
utilisation of resources in the region.

The WIEF emerged under the 
umbrella of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) through 
its first meeting in 2005 in Kuala 
Lumpur. Earlier, in 2003, it was 
formed as OIC Business Forum. 
The third meeting of WIEF was held 
in May 2007. 

Bush welcomes
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credentials at the White House in 
Washington on Wednesday, an 
official handout said yesterday.

The US president described 
Bangladesh as a role model among 
"moderate and tolerant Muslim 
nations," saying that the country has 
demonstrated its unflinching com-
mitment to democracy by organis-
ing innumerable elections.

Appreciating current reform 
programme of the caretaker govern-
ment, Bush said he supports the 
anti-graft drive and initiatives to 
realise tax.

Receiving the letter of credence 
from Ambassador Humayun Kabir, 
the US president said both 
Bangladesh and USA have strong 
faith in democratic values and are 
committed to work jointly for mutual 
economic development and com-
bating terrorism.

He assured cooperation as the 
ambassador sought duty- and 
quota-free access of Bangladesh 
products to the US market.

Bush praised the Bangladesh 
government's steps to build the 
country's economy on a strong base 
as well as its efforts to alleviate 
poverty. He also assured the 
ambassador of continued US sup-
port to Bangladesh's economic 
development.

Ambassador Humayun Kabir 
extended warm felicitations and 
wishes to President Bush on behalf 
of the president, the chief adviser 
and the people of Bangladesh.

Ex-CCF Gani
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the ACC on June 26, the couple 
showed their  assets of  Tk 
3,70,15,000. But the ACC later 
found more assets of around Tk 
4.30 crore.

The joint forces arrested Osman 
Gani at his Uttara residence on May 
29. During the raid, they found Tk 1 
crore kept at some unusual places 
inside the house.

The forces also recovered two 
passports.

3 cops jailed
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their moveable and immovable 
properties will be confiscated and 
the amount will be paid to the com-
plainant, the court said.

A gang of muggers led by Jamal 
snatched away Tk 14 lakh from 
businessman Mizanur Rahman 
when he was returning to his 
Arambagh residence with a bag full 
of money on August 27 last year, 
said the prosecution.
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number wounded. Sixteen Taliban 
compounds, three enemy motorcy-
cles and five enemy trucks were 
destroyed as well," the statement said.

One coalition soldier suffered a 
broken hand during the battle, while 
there were no civilian casualties, it 
added.

The ultra-Islamic Taliban launched 
a bloody insurgency after they were 
toppled from power by US-led forces 
and Afghan warlords following the 9/11 
attacks. Thousands of people have 
died since then.

The Taliban were not immediately 
available to comment on the official 
casualty figures.

Helmand has seen some of the 
most bitter fighting, particularly in 
rebel-infested Musa Qala district, near 
the scene of the latest battle, where the 
coalition says 160 militants have been 
killed since Sunday.

The province produces most of 
Afghanistan's opium, the source of the 
heroin that reportedly funds much of 
the Taliban's operations

The f igh t ing  e rup ted  on  
Wednesday night after Taliban mili-
tants attacked a joint US-led and 
Afghan National Army patrol.

"During the course of the battle, the 
insurgents attacked from 16 separate 
c o m p o u n d s  u s i n g  h e a v y  
machineguns, rocket-propelled 
grenades and small-arms weapons," 
said the statement.

The troops called in air support, 
and coalition planes dropped two 
bombs on the buildings judged to 
contain the most insurgents. 
Secondary blasts suggested there 
was a large cache of explosives inside, 
it said.

During the battle insurgents contin-
ually reinforced their fighters using a 
system of wadis, or riverbeds, linking 
the area of the fighting to nearby Musa 
Qala, it added.

The coalition said intelligence 
suggested there was a heavy concen-
tration of Taliban in Musa Qala and that 
the insurgents would stay "stay and 

defend the area rather than use their 
normal hit-and-run tactics."

In neighbouring Kandahar, the 
province where the Taliban first rose to 
power in the 1990s, rebels attacked a 
police post overnight, sparking heavy 
fighting, provincial police chief Sayed 
Aqa Saqib told AFP.

"Ten Taliban bodies were left on the 
battlefield and four were wounded. An 
Afghan policeman was also martyred 
and eight were hurt," said Saqib of the 
clash in Maruf district.

In a separate incident at about the 
same time the insurgents attacked 
security forces in Kandahar's Khakraiz 
district, leaving three policemen 
wounded and causing an unknown 
number of Taliban casualties, said 
Saqib.

Meanwhile, the Taliban said 22 
South Korean hostages they were 
holding in Afghanistan were still alive 
yesterday despite an overnight dead-
line to start killing them. 

A top South Korean envoy headed 
to Afghanistan on Thursday, scram-
bling to save 22 of his country's citi-
zens held captive by Taliban kidnap-
pers after the militants killed one 
hostage.

Hours after shooting dead the 
leader of the Korean Christian aid 
team, the militants on Wednesday had 
set what they called a "final" deadline 
for a prisoner swap, but a spokesman 
said no others had been slain. 

"Since the last deadline no more 
Koreans have been killed," rebel 
spokesman Yousuf Ahmadi told AFP 
in a telephone call from an unknown 
location. "They are all alive so far." 

It was the first word on the fate of 
the remaining hostages since the 1:00 
am (2030 GMT Wednesday) deadline, 
which was fixed after the bullet-riddled 
corpse of one hostage was found.

Afghan, US forces

Pakistan
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and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz 
congratulated the scientists and 
engineers involved in the project, 
the statement said.

It didn't identify the site of the 
test, the second of the Babur model 
this year.

In February, Pakistan test-fired a 
new version of its long-range 
nuclear-capable missile, Hatf VI or 
Shaheen II, which has a range of 
1,245 miles.

Pakistan routinely tests various 
nuclear-capable missiles in its 
arsenal, believed to be designed 
mainly to match that of neighbouring 
archrival India.

The two countries have a history 
of hostile relations. Both carried out 
underground nuclear tests in May 
1998.

However, in 2004 they began a 
series of negotiations to normalize 
relations and settle their dispute 
over the Himalayan territory of 
Kashmir, the main cause of bitter-
ness between them.

Pakistan and India have fought 
two wars over Kashmir since their 
independence from British rule in 
1947. Kashmir is split between the 
two countries, but each claims the 
whole of it.
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attempt to murder and section 387 for 
extortion--and 1 year's simple impris-
onment under section 342 for wrongful 
confinement and six months' impris-
onment under section 143 for unlawful 
assembly.

They were fined Tk 20,000 each--
Tk 10,000 each under sections 326 
and 307--and Tk 5,000 under section 
387.

JMB torture victim Fazlur Rahman 
had lodged the case on March 30 with 
Bagmara Police Station. The poor 
farmer of Hasanpur village in the 
upazila was abducted, tortured and 
forced to pay ransom for his release 
from the militants in April 2004.

Sub-Inspector Mukhtar Hossain 
submitted the charge sheet of the case 
on April 23.
JUDGE'S EXPLANATION 
FOR THE VERDICT
Briefing the court before announcing 
the verdict, Judge Rezaul said it is well 
known that Bagmara was the centre of 
JMB's rise and there was a torture 
camp at the Hamirkutsa house of 
accused Korban Ali's father Ramjan 
Kaya who is widely known as a 
Razakar (collaborator of the Pakistan 
armed forces) during the Liberation 
War of 1971.

"Incidents of lynching people were 
almost open and common during the 
tenure of the previous [BNP-led four-
party] alliance government and 
through such incidents the JMB 
militants not only took the law in their 
hands, but they expressed their no-
confidence on the law of the land," the 
judge said.

"What the JMB militants had done 
in the areas on the plea of cleansing 
Sarbahara communist outlaws were 
no different from the deeds of these 
outlaws," he added.

About former minister Aminul and 
BNP leader Shish, the judge said the 
accused persons were influential in 
their areas and the militants continued 
their brutalities following direct and 
indirect patronisation of these two 
persons.

Referring to several verses of the 
holy Quran and Hadith, the judge said 
Islam is a moderate religion and it does 
not support any such torture and force 
on people to abide by the religion.

Executed JMB operations com-
mander Siddiqul Islam Bangla Bhai 
had said in his statement that Shish 
Muhammad used to visit him and 
executed JMB chief Abdur Rahman in 
Bagmara during their "anti-outlaw" 
operations.

Bangla Bhai and his men also 
visited Shish Muhammad's houses at 
Tanore in Godagari upazila and 

Upashahar Housing Estate in 
Rajshahi city and Shish, also chair-
man of Mundumala municipality, gave 
the militants money, the statement 
said.
REACTIONS AT COURT
Hearing the judgment, JMB's 
Bagmara adviser Lutfar started shout-
ing, "I do not honour the verdict...it is 
partial."

Other accused present in the dock 
and their relatives in and outside the 
court burst into tears.

"My husband is Fazlu's [the plain-
tiff] cousin and he was implicated in the 
case out of jealousy and rivalry over 
land. He was never linked with mili-
tants," Kajal Rekha, wife of convict 
Nazrul, said.

Public Prosecutor Ekramul Haque 
said, "The JMB came into being, 
flourished and continued criminal 
activities with the finance and assis-
tance of barrister Aminul Islam, Shish 
Muhammad other ruling party men of 
the BNP-Jamaat alliance. So, the 
judgment is appropriate."

Additional PP Nurul Islam said, 
"Minister Aminul was responsible for 
the district and its law and order. He 
came to learn about the rise and 
criminal activities of the JMB through 
various newspaper and media 
reports. But, he did not take any action 
against the criminals.

"Aminul's silence [about the mili-
tants' activities] corroborated the 
depositions of witnesses and it is 
proved that he was one of the abettors 
and conspirators," he said, adding, 
"Aminul and other politicians directly 
and indirectly financed and patronised 
the JMB and they instigated the mili-
tants to collect tolls for their smooth 
operation.”

The additional PP said four prose-
cution witnesses told the court that 
they saw the militants talking with 
former minister Aminul over mobile 
phone and that the militants boasted 
before them of having links with the 
minister and his men.

Lawyers Hamidul Haque, Mansur 
Rahman, Ankur Sen and Abul Kalam 
moved for the defence. They said the 
case was false and filed with an ulterior 
motive to harass personal and political 
rivals taking advantage of the changed 
political atmosphere.

They said the prosecution side did 
not come up with enough witnesses 
and evidence. Moreover, they could 
not show any material evidence 
against the accused persons.

JMB patron Aminul 

Iraq football fans 
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who were hit by a roadside blast 
while patrolling south of Baghdad, 
according to security and medical 
officials. 

Lieutenant Hamza al-Waeli of 
the Hilla Police told AFP that five 
members of a police task force were 
killed and two wounded by a road-
side booby-trap near al-Dagharah, 
120km south of the capital. 

Dr Ali Al-Timimi of the Hilla 
Surgical Hospital confirmed that 
medics had received the bodies of 
five policemen and treated two who 
had been wounded. 

Another five security force mem-
bers were killed while conducting a 
joint raid against an alleged al-Qaeda 
stronghold just west of executed 
dictator Saddam Hussein's home-
town of Tikrit in northern Iraq, security 
officials said. 

Two policemen and three Iraqi 
army soldiers were killed in the raid, 
including an army major, according 
to an Iraqi army officer in Tikrit who 
asked not to be identified. Another 
army officer was wounded in the 
fighting. 

Iraq is in the grip of a series of 
overlapping civil conflicts between 
rival religious and political factions, 
while a violent insurgency is fighting 
to undermine the US-backed gov-
ernment and its attempts to restore 
order. 
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followers remain," said Fazlur, a JMB 
torture victim. He now lives at his in-
law's house in Bogra. 

"The militants have handicapped 
me, not only physically but also finan-
cially as I had to either sell or lease out 
all my properties for my treatment," he 
added. "Still, I cannot sleep properly 
due to pains in my body," he said 
adding that he needs more money for 
treatment. Fazlur, a farmer from 
Baghmara, took treatment for almost 
two years after JMB second-in-
command Siddiqul Islam Bangla Bhai 
and his men tortured him.   

Fazlur lodged the case on March 
30 this year with Baghmara Police 
Station, Rajshahi. Sub-inspector 
Mukhtar Hossain submitted the 
charge sheet of the case on April 23 
accusing 27 people including former 
BNP minister Aminul Haque and the 
verdict of the case was delivered 
yesterday. Fazlur said he filed the case 
of his own accord hoping to get justice 
as he was encouraged by the deeds of 
the present caretaker government. 

A Rajshahi court yesterday handed 
down the jail sentence of 31 years and 
six months to 25 people including BNP 
leader and former minister Barrister 
Aminul Haque for financing and 
abetting JMB militants. The second 
court of Additional Sessions Judge 
also fined each of the convicts Tk 
25,000, in default, they would have to 
suffer three more years behind bars.

Bangla Bhai himself and Jagrata 
Muslim Janata Bangladesh (JMJB) 
militants kidnapped him on April 20, 
2004 and took him to their torture 
camp, set up at the Hamir Kechchha 
house of Ramzan Kaya, who the 
locals claim to be a Liberation War 
collaborator. 

Fazlur, in an interview with The 
Daily Star earlier, said, "Armed with 
machetes, iron rods, bamboos and 
hockey sticks, 20 JMB thugs led by 
Siddiqul Islam Bangla Bhai picked me 
up at Hasanpur." 

Only three weeks earlier, Bangla 
Bhai started his operation publicly and 
set up a camp in Baghmara under the 
banner of JMJB. 

"I was going to the Union Health 
Centre in my village along with my wife 
and three daughters. They showed up 
on motorbikes and took me to the 
house of Ramzan Kaya at Hamir 
Kechchha and locked me inside a 
room," he said. 

A number of men of Bangla Bhai 
got Fazlur out of the house and asked 
him if he knew them. "You are a 
Sarbohara [member of an outlawed 
party]. Where is your arms and ammu-
nition?" he quoted Bangla Bhai as 
saying. "I am just a poor farmer. I never 
worked for any underground party," he 
told Bangla Bhai. 

As he kept denying he was a 
Sarbohara, he was asked to pay a 
ransom of Tk 2 lakh. 

Being refused the ransom, Bangla 
Bhai started beating him. As other 
armed zealots joined in. He soon 
fainted, he told The Daily Star during 
the interview. 

His wife Jotsna Begum recovered 
him later by a pond next to the camp 
and took him to hospital. He was later 
moved to Rajshahi Medical College 
H o s p i t a l  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h  
Rehabilitation Centre for Trauma 
(BRCT) in Dhaka. 

Justice delivered

Go back home
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tended to overstay to pay back the 
debts at home.

"The workers, if come back 
willingly, will not face any problems, 
but if they are caught, they will be 
forced to return," he said.

The ambassador said that Korea 
has decided to hire 4,000 workers 
from Bangladesh initially, but the 
size of the workers will be increased 
in the years to come.

Korean Labour Ministry's Deputy 
Director Hwang Hyo-Jung in her 
presentation said that the migration 
cost under the EPS system will be 
around $700 to $800, but it will be 
finalised in consultation with both 
the countries.

"This time, the workers can go to 
Korea only through BOESL, and 
nobody should communicate with 
any other private recruiting agen-
cies," she said.

Those interested to go to South 
Korea will have to undergo a Korean 
language proficiency test, which will 
be conducted in Bangladesh by the 
Korean labour ministry, Ministry of 
Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas 
Employment Secretary Abdul Matin 
Chowdhury said.

Only those who will pass the test 
will be included in the roster, he said 
adding that the workers will then 
have to fill in a form with detailed 
information about them and desired 
salaries. Only the workers selected 
by the South Korean employers will 
be sent. 

South Korea will hire workers for 
sectors like agriculture, construc-
tion, fisheries and other services, he 
said adding that they cannot say 
exactly how many workers South 
Korea will take. 

Human Resources Department 
(HRD) Director Park Chan-Seop, 
HRD Assistant Manager Nam 
Young Kyung, BOESL Managing 
Director Mahbubur Rahman and 
officials from Bureau of Manpower, 
Employment and Training were 
present. 

Hasina
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residence while that of Hasina to the 
sub-jail through the prison authori-
ties.

Khaleda received the notice the 
following day (July 18) and Hasina 
received it a day later.

On Wednesday, the ACC, upon a 
petition by Khaleda Zia, extended 
the deadline by another seven days 
to submit her wealth statement.

The notices to the former prime 
ministers were issued in accor-
dance with section 26(1) of the ACC 
Act, 2004 and section 17 of the ACC 
Rules, 2007 allowing them seven 
working days to comply with the 
directives.

Army kicks off 
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come out of the darkness and build 
new social infrastructure. 

He said under the banner of GO-
NGO development initiatives several 
thousand crore taka have been spent 
but hardly any socio-economic devel-
opment was achieved. Criminal 
activities could not be uprooted for this, 
he added.

The regional commander said the 
government has waged a war against 
the corrupt people. In this regard, 
operation Alor Sondhan has com-
pleted investigation into various 
irregularities. Those found guilty would 
be brought to justice immediately, he 
added.

He said a number of documents 
have been seized from different 
government institutions including the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Zila Parishad, 
Local Government and Engineering 
Department (LGED), forestry depart-
ment and hospitals.

He said during the last 12 months 
from July, 2006 to June this year, 1.50 
lakh cubic feet of wood has been 
seized at different parts of Bandarban. 
Only in Naikhangchhari upazila, over 
99,000 cubic feet of wood was seized.

He ruled out the possibility of 
deterioration of law and order situa-
tion, as the operation aimed at curbing 
corruption would also form a social 
resistance committee to eliminate 
"terrorism".

Citing Ali Kadam upazila as an 
example, where locals built their own 
security system with security forces' 
approval, he said, "It is not possible to 
absolutely uproot criminal activities 
without the participation of locals and 
that is why we are thinking about giving 
Gada Bonduk [primitive firearms] to 
them. 
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The WB report provided eight specific 
policies for making the transition to the 
MIC status.  These include reducing 
the maximum tariff rate to 15 percent 
by FY10 and discontinuing the protec-
tive use of value-added tax (VAT) by 
FY09.

The report also recommended 
immediate hike in power and gas 
prices to at least cover all operating 
cost, which would be part of the auto-
matic pricing formula that is already 
under government consideration.

Internationally reputed transaction 
advisers for procurement and empow-
ered utility managers to effectively 
collect payments, were suggested by 
the report for strengthening gover-
nance in power sector.

The WB also suggested privatising 
national commercial banks and 
handing over Chittagong-port man-
agement to experienced private 
contractors to better facilitate finance 
and trade.

Xian Zhu, however, cautioned, "If a 
broad consensus is reached, authori-
ties and the people of Bangladesh 
would need to be mindful that some of 
the associated reforms will not be 
painless."

Azizul also said that the political 
implications from rising inflation also 
pose a challenge, as it hurts fixed 
income groups by cutting into their 
savings.  He, however, added that 
growing consumption and an increase 
in inflation suggests that people's 
combined income have increased in 
the past months.

The finance adviser observed that 
if employment protection measures 
are removed as per the report's rec-
ommendation, there would be no one 

to look after the newly unemployed 
groups. 

Bangladesh's food insecurity 
would increase if the WB-suggested 
policy of crop-diversification towards 
high-yield crops is followed, he added.

Former finance adviser Akbar Ali 
Khan observed that the WB focuses 
on traditional issues, but Bangladesh 
needs policies towards creating jobs.

Although remit tance from 
Bangladeshi expatriates exceeds 
foreign assistance in the country, the 
report has not looked into ways to link 
up expatriates in generating economic 
growth, he added.

WB senior economist Sandeep 
Mahajan and Dhaka University 
Economics Professor MA Taslim also 
spoke on the occasion.

The WB also organised a 
roundtable session titled "Can 
Bangladesh become a MIC within a 
decade?" after the launching of the 
report, where speakers mentioned 
equitable distribution of wealth, ensur-
ing decentralised and effective gover-
nance and the effects of climate 
change as some of the biggest 
challenges.

The session was chaired by 
Bangladesh Bank Governor 
Salehuddin Ahmed, while econo-
mists Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad 
and Nazrul Islam, Planning 
Commission member Quazi  
Mesbahuddin Ahmed, Brac execu-
tive Mahbub Hossain, former 
ambassador Muhammad Zamir, 
and prominent journalist Farid 
Hossain, were discussants.

Bangladesh can become

Circular
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questions regarding the validity of the 
circular. 

In this context, the NGO Affairs 
Bureau under the Chief Adviser's 
Office yesterday issued a new circular, 
signed by AKM Humayun Kabir, 
assistant director of the Bureau, 
cancelling the circular until further 
notice.  

The Bureau directors held a meet-
ing yesterday after an NGO delegation 
discussed the matter with the Director 
General (DG) of the Bureau M 
Alimushshan, sources said.

They said the delegation, led by 
chairman of Federation of NGOs in 
Bangladesh (FNB) Muhammad 
Ibrahim, expressed its grave concern 
over the issue and put forward some 
reasons that would lead to serious 
problems in implementing their ongo-
ing and future programmes for the 
poor and disadvantaged.

The delegation emphasised 
p roper  mon i to r ing  o f  NGO 
programmes by the Bureau and the 
need for indicators of success or 
impact rather than distinguishing the 
programmes based on "visible" and 
"invisible". They called upon the 
Bureau to take measures for immedi-
ate postponement and ultimate with-
drawal of the circular.  

The DG assured them saying no 
ongoing project would be affected and 
the matter would be given immediate 
consideration, the sources said.
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brothers Nabi Talukdar, Anisur 
Rahman Talukdar, Mujibar Rahman 
Talukdar, Rafik Talukdar, cousins 
Nurunnabi Talukdar, Abidur Rahman, 
Mujibar Rahman nephews  Rentu, 
Belal, Helal, Bulbul, Dalim, Dollar, 
nephew-in-law Rahim Newaz and 
Natore municipal ward commission-
ers Sadrul Huda Dambel, Sohag and 
Nasim Khan.

The other convicts include former 
president of Jatiyatadi Chhatra Dal 
(JCD) Natore unit  Dewan Shahin, 
secretary Mostafizur Rahman Shahin, 
BNP workers Mintu, Ratan, Hazrat, 
Shafi 'gunman', Shanti Mastar, 
Mamun, Razzak, Kuddus, Alamgir, 
Hafizul, Majibur, Azizul, Jalal, Aziz, 
Rahim Bux, Golap, Kalu, Kausar, 
Tofazzal 'Rajakar' and Saiful.

The court acquitted five accused in 
the case including district Jubo Dal 
General Secretary Babul Chowdhury, 
Rupchand, Mohsin, Majnu and 
Jubayer.

ADM Rawnak Mahmud read out 
order portion of the 53-page judge-
ment amid tight security and in pres-
ence of 28 of the 94 accused including 
Dulu.
JUDGEMENT 
In the verdict, Dulu and Atikur were 
sentenced to five years in prison for 
arson, one year for causing damage 
and for looting, one year for rioting with 
deadly weapons and one year for 
directly guiding and abetting the 
crimes.

The other accused were given five 
years' jail term for arson, one year for 
damage and for looting, and one year 
for rioting with deadly weapons.
CASE
Jatiya Chhatra Samaj Natore district 
unit President Asaduzzaman Shah 
had filed the case with Naldanga 
police station (PS) on February 25 
accusing 105 people.

On May 3, Officer-in-Charge of 
Naldanga PS Arman Hossain submit-
ted two charge sheets -- one for arson 
and looting and another under explo-
sives act-- accusing 94 people.

Later, the charge sheets were sent 
to the ADM's court and the district 
judge's court. Charges were framed at 
the ADM's court on June 27.

According to charges, accused 
persons launched a series of attacks in 
Ramsa Kazipur (Dulu's home village), 
Shahpara and Amtali Bazar villages 
following Dulu's (then state minister) 
orders for retaliating the murder of his 
nephew Sabbir Ahmed Gama on 
February 7 in 2004.

Dulu rushed to the village following 
the murder and started torching 
Asaduzzaman's house. He carried 
gunpowder in government vehicle and 
himself supplied it to the arsonists. 

In a couple of days, some 37 
houses and shops were torched by 
using gunpowder and belongings 
were looted and damaged.

Dulu's armed cadres unleashed a 
reign of terror in the areas exploding  
bombs and firing shots, the charges 
said.
REACTION
Comp la i nan t  Asaduzzaman  
expressed his joy over the judgement. 
“When the incident occurred, I 
believed my life is also threatened. 
And I thought I would not get justice 
ever."

He said all the affected people are 
somehow linked with the Awami 
League and, Dulu acted against them 
with a political motive. “Dulu tried to 
progress and sustain in politics by 
killing his rivals”.

Public Prosecutor Abdul Kader and 
assistant PP Shamsul Haq Bhuiyan 
expressed  satisfaction at the verdict. 
Depositions of all the 26 witnesses 
corroborated each other and proved 
allegations against the accused 
without any doubt, they said. 

Defence lawyers Shakhawat 
Hossain and Mozammel Hossain said 
they would appeal to higher court 
against the verdict. Most of the wit-
nesses are relatives of the complain-
ant and they have political rivalry with 
Dulu, the lawyers said.

Moreover, the complainant and 
witnesses are convicts in Gama 
murder case. So, they made false 
depositions, the defence said. 

Dulu given 8 years
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defence completed their arguments 
and the court recorded statements of 
10 prosecution witnesses.

On January 15, the joint forces 
raided the Mirpur house of BNP leader 
and film actor Dipjol and seized huge 
illegal firearms and ammunition.

They seized a .22 bore rifle, a 12 
bore shotgun, a magazine of .22 bore 
rifle and 317 rifle bullets from the first 
floor flat of Dipjol. 

Following the seizure, Assistant 
Sub-Inspector Asaduzzaman of 
Mirpur Police Station filed an arms 
case against Dipjol accusing him of 
possessing arms and bullets illegally.

Dipjol, an accused in 12 more 
criminal cases including for murder, 
extortion and abduction, has been 
absconding since the raid on his 
house.

Dipjol was a contender for BNP 
ticket for January 22 parliamentary 
polls (later cancelled) from Dhaka-11 
constituency. Failing to get BNP 
nomination, he decided to contest the 
polls as an independent candidate.    
WARRANT AGAINST HARRIS 
After accepting the charge sheet, 
Judge Mohammad Azizul Haq of the 
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Court, 
Dhaka, issued arrest warrant against 
Harris, in connection with a graft case.

The investigation officer prayed for 
issuance of arrest warrant against 
Harris and ordered attachment of all 
his  properties, as he has been 
absconding.  

The case was filed on March 25, as 
Harris by abusing power took a private 
car of National Tea Company and 
handed it over to Badal, who is now in 
custody.
SALAHUDDIN CASE
The same court issued arrest warrant 
against wife and two sons of former 
BNP lawmaker Salahuddin Ahmed 
from Demra in the capital in a graft 
case. 

The accused are Salahuddin's wife 

Shamsunnahar Ahmed and two sons -

- Tanvir Ahmed and Shahriar Ahmed. 

Another son, Imran Ahmed was earlier 

granted bail from the High Court.

The IO prayed for issuance of 

arrest warrants against them and 

ordered attachment of their properties.

The case was filed on April 11, as 

they concealed Tk 6,45,28,342 in their 

wealth statements.

FARZANA CASE

The same court yesterday transferred 

the tax evasion case filed against 

Farzana Khan, daughter-in-law of 

former minister Shahjahan Siraj, to the 

Fifth Special Court set up at Sher-e-

Bangla Nagar MP Hostel for its quick 

disposal.

Earlier, the National Board of 

Revenue filed the case against her for 

evading tax upon her income. 

CHARGE AGAINST EX-BNP MP

Charge was framed against former 

lawmaker from Chapainawabganj-1 

(Shibganj) constituency Prof 

Shahjahan Mia and four others in an 

extortion case on Thursday, reports 

our Chapainawabganj correspondent.

The other accused are -- Secretary 

of Shibaganj pourasava unit of BNP 

and Cha i rman o f  Sh ibgan j  

pourashabha Shamim Kabir Helim, 

Secretary of Shibganj upazila unit of 

BNP Ashraful Alam Rashid, Vice-

president of Shibganj upazila BNP 

Ashraf Ali and Principal of Babupur 

Idrisia Islami Technical Dakhil 

Madrasa Enamul Hoque. Rashid, 

Ashraf and  Enamul Hoque have been 

absconding.

A teacher of the madrasa on May 9 

filed the case with Shibganj Police 

Station for demanding Tk 80,000.
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They personally controlled police 
officials including superintendents 
of police in Rajshahi, Naogaon and 
Natore for their political and per-
sonal interest and prevented those 
who took initiatives to stop militant 
activities in the region.

Even the then state minister for 
home Lutfozzaman Babar left the 
responsibility of the region's law and 
order with Aminul's personal whim.

Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) Nur Mohammad, who was 
deputy inspector general (DIG) in 
Rajshahi range in 2004, is one of the 
witnesses of Aminul's defiance of 
the existing legal and administrative 
systems to establish his control over 
the region.

The IGP told The Daily Star last 
month, "I talked to the home minister 
twice or thrice on this matter, but he 
kept on pushing me towards Aminul 
Haque. When I talked to district 
minister Aminul Haque, he said, 'Do 
not talk on this matter. You do not 
need to pursue this matter. This has 
come from the highest level. From 
the prime minister to Tarique 
Rahman, everyone knows about it.'

"I have told Aminul several times 
that you are the local minister and I 
am the DIG. I cannot allow this to go 
on. He asserted again saying this 
matter has the approval of the prime 
minister and Tarique Rahman," the 
IGP said.

Bangla Bhai swung into action in 
certain upazilas of Rajshahi, 
Naogaon and Natore after outlaws, 

popularly known as Sarbahara, 

killed four persons--relatives, close 

political aides and cadres of the 

patrons--in five months from 

November 2003.

In November 2003, operatives of 

the outlawed Purba Banglar 

Communist Party killed BNP's 

Bagmara upazila president Abdul 

Hamid Moru in Rajshahi city. 

Gunmen killed Dulu's nephew 

Sabbir Ahmed Gamma in Natore's 

Naldanga upazila in February 2004.

Under cover of outlaw cleansing, 

the BNP bigwigs in the North actu-

ally intended to stamp their political 

supremacy over Rajshahi, Natore 

and Naogaon regions. They effec-

tively used the militants to destroy 

their political opponents, ensuring 

BNP's dominance in the long run.

Following the execution of six 

JMB militants including Abdur 

Rahman and Bangla Bhai, a few 

victims of Bangla Bhai had filed 

several cases since March this year, 

accusing Aminul, Dulu, Nadim and 

many other JMB goons.

The case against Aminul was the 

first to have been disposed of as its 

verdict was given yesterday while 

other cases are awaiting disposal.

Among the JMB patrons four are 

now in different jails in different 

cases. They are Tarique Rahman, 

Babar, Dulu and Minu.

JMB ruled supreme 

Dipjol gets 17 yrs

Teacher
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Owner of the coaching centre 
Emadul Haq quoted a local woman 
as saying that between 2:15pm and 
2:30pm she saw three youths 
coming down hurriedly from 
upstairs, who left the place on a 
motorbike parked near the coaching 
centre.

They looked abnormal, the 
woman told Emadul. 

Badsha and Sanwar Hossain 
were the given the charge of 

threcently inaugurated 18  branch of 
the coaching centre at Faridabad in 
old part of the city, Emadul said. 
Badsha told Emadul that a local 
gang demanded toll from Badsha 
and threatened to 'see him' as he 
told the gang that he was merely a 
teacher and could not afford to give 
any toll.

Emadul said a dreaded criminal 
gang of Kalabagan and Dhanmondi 
area demanded toll from him three 
years back. As he refused to provide 
them the toll, they sprayed bullets 
and b lasted bombs at  the 
Kalabagan centre, after which he 
filed a case. 

The victim's younger brother 
Jalal said his brother had to send his 
wife and three kids back to their 
village home in Jhalakathi a few 
months ago as he could not afford to 
keep them in Dhaka. 

Since then he and his brother 
were staying at a mess at Gendaria, 
Jalal said, adding that Badsha 
earned roughly Tk 4,000 a month 
from the coaching centre.

Manju
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bribe from China National Overseas 
Engineering Corporation sometime 
between February 13 and February 
18,  2001 to get them secure work 
order of the Roads and Highways 
Department (RHD). Manju was then 
communications minister.

The complainant mentioned that 
liaison officer of the company 
Taherul Islam Patwari handed over 
the bribe to the accused.

In the first information report 
(FIR) filed with Dhanmondi Police 
Station, Faiaz complained  that the 
same accused persons took Tk 1 
crore in bribe from Al-Amin 
Construction Company Ltd some-
time between February 20 and 
February 23, 2002 to let the com-
pany win work order  of the RHD. 

The FIR further said Managing 
Director of the company Amin 
Ahmed Bhuiyan paid the money to 
Manju through two pay orders.

Both the cases were filed under 
Section 5 (2) of the Anti-Corruption 
Act 1947, Section 109 of the 
Bangladesh Penal Code and Section 
15 of the Emergency Power Rules.

Flood waters
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