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Speakers at a roundtable in the port 
city yesterday urged the authorities 
of all educational institutions to 
enforce a ban on all sorts of physical 
and mental punishment.

Terming such punishment inhu-
man and cruel, they said such 
tortures badly hinder the natural 
growth of a child.   

The daily Prothom Alo and Bita 
(Bangladesh Institute of Theatre 
Arts), an NGO, jointly organised the 

roundtable titled “Physical and 
humiliating torture at educational 
institutions is an obstacle to chil-
dren's growth” with the help of Save 
the Children, Sweden-Denmark at 
Zila Parishad auditorium.

N o t e d  a c a d e m i c  P r o f  

'Enforce ban on punishment at educational instts'
Anisuzzaman was present as the 
chief guest while writer Ferdous Ara 
Alim presented the keynote paper at 
the roundtable. 

Programme Officer of Save the 
Children Shamsul Alam Bakul 
moderated the roundtable chaired 
by Bita Executive Director Shishir 
Dutta.

Despite government instruction 
and pleas of the civil society, reports 
of student torture in the name of so-
called punishment are regularly 
making newspaper headlines 
across the country, the speakers 
alleged. 

“A section of teachers also 
torture the students mentally which 
is more detrimental and affects 
more than the physical one,” they 
said, adding, “such tortures often 
leave a permanent phobia among 
the children towards the teachers 
concerned and the schools as well.”

They said absence of high mor-
als, and lack of proper training and 
education in teachers are mainly 
responsible for such ill practices.   

The speakers suggested ban on 
tortures in educational institutions 
and emphasised building an amia-
ble teacher-student relationship.  

Resident Editor of the daily 
Prothom Alo Abul Momen con-
demned the use of cane by teachers 
and said such method of punishing 
an 'unruly' student would bring no 
good, neither for the student, nor for 
the teacher. 

Prof Anisuzzaman said, “We 
can't accept the idea of using cane 
to punish the students, in no circum-
stances,” and added, “Instead, we 
should introduce elements of joy 
and merriment in our education 
system.”

Ferdous Ara in her paper 
emphasised the need for radical 
change in the behaviour of some 
teachers and a concerted effort for 
establishing a suitable, healthy and 
congenial atmosphere for children 

in the educational institutions.  
Prof Dr Mehtab Khanam of 

Dhaka University, Dr Mahbubul 
Hoque of Chittagong University and 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(Revenue and Education) of 
Chittagong Md Jafar Alam also 
spoke.  

AUG 17 BLASTS IN SYLHET

Argument in 2
cases July 30 
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Argument in two cases related to 
series bomb blasts will now be held at 
Sylhet Divisional Speedy Trial 
Tribunal on July 30. 

Judge Biplob Goswami deferred 
the date yesterday as the deposition 
of the prosecution witnesses in the 
cases ended on July 23. 

These two cases are among the 
10 filed in connection with the series 
blasts that took place at different 
areas in Sylhet city on August 17, 
2005. 

Earlier accused Abul Hai and 
Mohsin Khan, both ehsar members of 
outlawed JMB, gave confessional 
statements about their complicity with 
the blasts before a Class I magistrate. 

Mohsin Khan, 27, son of late 
Rusmot Ali of Kaziatal village under 
Muradnagar upazila, and Abdul Hai, 
27, son of Late Abdul Malek of 
A s a d n a g a r  v i l l a g e  u n d e r  
Bhrahmanpara upazila of Comilla, 
were the teachers of Sengram Dakhil 
Madrasa at Jaintapur upazila of the 
district.  

While serving as teachers, they 
got themselves involved in JMB 
activities. 
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