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Advertising,Bank&markettiming

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday 

Elephant Road-Friday 

Bishal Center-Friday 

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday 

Polwell Market-Friday 

BCS Computer City-Friday 

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.

Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday

Stadium Market-Friday 

Bangabazar Market-Friday

 National Museum-Thursday 

Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday 

Gausia Market-Tuesday 

Mouchak Market-Sunday

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-

Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday

Eastern Plaza-Sunday

Farmview Super Market-Sunday 

Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday

Dhaka Zoo-Sunday 

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday

MARKET CLOSEDAD AGENCIES

Macomm

House 42 (2nd floor), 

Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi, 

Dhaka. Ph: 9110351, 

01715014988. Fax: 9110351. 

Email: 

info@macommbd.com

Frontline Communications 

Ltd

Suit 9/C, Azad Centre, 55 

Purana Paltan, Dhaka. 

Ph:9564137, 9567611, 

9557597. Fax: 9555184. 

Email: frontline@dhaka.net

Adcomm Ltd

9896600,9887665

Asiatic Marketing 

Communication Ltd

9892768,9893303

Bitopi Advertising

8053418

Expressions Ltd

9562380,9568326, 966481

Grey Advertising Bangladesh 

Ltd

8811541, 8827862, 9881689

Fax: 8811541

Interface Communications

9362624,8351148, Fax: 

8314306 

Interspeed Advertising

8810675, 9891859

Mattra

8317456, 9331057, Fax: 

9330556

Media Comm Ltd

8861521 (9 lines)

Unitrend Ltd

9124380-4

A Positive Advertising Ltd

8856598-9, 8837751-2

ART & CULTURAL CENTERS

Alliance Francaise De Dhaka 
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, 
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557
Fax: 8616462, 
Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy
Dhaka University Area, 
Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583, 
Fax: 8612352, Email: 
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy 
Old High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall), 
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council 
5, Fuller Road, Dhaka
Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8
Fax: 8613375
Email: 
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center

House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center

H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212

Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

House 330B, Road 28 (Old), 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051, 

Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre 

House-510, Road-7, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026, 

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy

Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts

House 275/F, Road 27, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com

Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex, 

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani

Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email: 

cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New), 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044, 

Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4, 

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery

Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085, 

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan

House-25, Road-5, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery

F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)

Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

BANKS

Agrani Bank

9566153-54, 956616069, 

9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank

7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd

 8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA

9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd

9568537-39

Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd

9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited

9562878, PABX: 9560229, 

Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank

8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd
9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 
9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd

95542402, 9563040, 

9560099, Fax: 9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd

9563020, 9562060, Fax: 

9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd

9555141, 9570912-16,

Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank

9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 

9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited

9559333, 9560329

Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd

9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank

9561902-4

Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd

8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd

9567265, 9556282

Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd

9570812, 9567435, Fax: 

9557413

South East Bank

9550081, 9551411, Fax: 

9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd

9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank

9550426-34

Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited

9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd

9871095, 9871074, 9888068, 

Fax: 4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd

9561438, 9551162-3, 

Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd

9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

Pitiful sight of a traffic policeman in the rain: A traffic policeman is working in the middle of busy road barefoot, as the department is 
unable to provide him with gumboots and raincoat. The umbrella over his head is donated by an organisation. Traffic policemen are too 
poorly paid to lead a decent life. There are also reports of many traffic policemen suffering from various ailments due to long exposure 
to the extreme conditions on city roads.

CITY CORRESPONDENT

.........................................

...........
Government has finally 
delegated magistracy to 
R a j d h a n i  U n n a y a n  
Kartripakkha (Rajuk) with 
the power of a metropoli-
tan magistrate to try and 
punish violators of build-
ing construction laws and 
rules. 

Rajuk is now going to 
run mobile courts and set 
up its own magistrate's 
court on its premises to 
expedit iously try the 
violators of building con-
struction laws and rules.

Rajuk Chairman KAM 
Haroon said the magis-
tracy authority delegated 
to Rajuk would greatly 
facilitate swift punishment 
o f  o f f e n d e r s  u n d e r  
Building Construction Act 
of 1952.

"Now it will be easy to 
instant ly punish any 
offender for major devia-
tion of building laws and 
r u l e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
offender within Rajuk," he 
said. 

The court will try cases 
initiated by Rajuk under 

the building laws as well 
as complaints filed by 
aggrieved individuals.

It used to take a very 
long time to settle the 
building law violation 
l i t igations concerning 
Rajuk, said the Rajuk 
chairman.

Offences committed a 
long time ago will also 
come under the purview 
of this court, he added. 

Building Construction 
Act of 1952 (amended act 
15 of 2006) provides 
imprisonment upto seven 
years or a minimum fine 
of Tk 50,000 or both for 
the offenders of the act, 
provisions of Metropolitan 
Building Construction 
R u l e s - 2 0 0 6  a n d  
Bangladesh Nat ional  
Building Code (BNBC). 

Without having any 
magistracy power, Rajuk 
had not been able to take 
action against the devia-
tors of building construc-
tion laws.     

The Rajuk magistrate, 
with a first class status, 
needed to be empowered 
as a metropolitan magis-

trate to hand down impris-
onments over five years.    

Rajuk Magistrate ASM 
Emdadud Dastagir said 
an authorised Rajuk 
officer or a police officer 
not below the rank of 
assistant sub-inspector 
would be able to initiate a 
prosecution as per the 
building law. 

Aggrieved individuals 
will also be able to lodge 
complaints with the court. 
After taking the complaint 
into cognisance, the court 
will direct an authorised 
officer to initiate prosecu-
tion.

The convicted wil l  
have the scope to file an 
appeal with the district 
judge court within 30 days 
of verdict by the Rajuk 
court. As per the law, no 
civil court shall entertain 
appeals against the ver-
dict of the Rajuk court.

"We are taking instruc-
tions from higher judicial 
officers for proper func-
tioning of the court," said 
Dastagir.

Even after demolishing 

parts of buildings with 
deviated designs, the 
building owners and the 
occupants have so far 
invariably rebuilt the illegal 
portions and reoccupied 
car parking and public 
spaces as they could not 
be punished with any fine 
or imprisonment, said 
government officials con-
cerned.  

Errant builders and 
real estate developers in 
the capital have so far 
gone unpunished though 
the building construction 
act clearly provides pen-
alty for the violators of 
building laws. Despite 
rampant violations of the 
building rules in the capi-
tal city, there is hardly any 
example that authorities 
have penalised the viola-
tors under the law.   

It does not matter 
whether a building was 
constructed before or 
after the penal provisions 
were enacted, the original 
Building Construction Act 
provides punishment to 
those who violated the 

law at various stages of 
construction, said a top 
government engineer 
preferring not to be 
named. 

The Rajuk has so far 
identified good many 
building plans submitted 
with fake documents and 
many others passed 
without complying with 
building rules but it has 
not yet punished any one 
involved, said Rajuk 
sources. 

T h e  B u i l d i n g  
Construction Act of 1952 
provides that whoever 
commits an offence by 
contravening the provi-
sion of section 3 of the act 
or by failing to comply with 
any directions given by an 
authorised officer or a 
committee under relevant 
sections shall be punish-
able under this section. 

Those who commit any 
offence by designing or 
approving or implement-
ing a building construc-
tion plan in contravention 
of any provisions of the 
Bangladesh Nat ional  
Building Code (BNBC) 

Rajuk empowered to try offenders 
under its own roof

and building rules shall also be 
punishable.

Errant builders as well as 
members of the building con-
struction (BC) committee, 
authorised officers and those 
involved with clearance certifi-
cates scrutiny committee of 
Rajuk will be punishable under 
the law for taking part in the 
approval of any faulty, fake and 
incomplete building plan. 

The Public Works ministry a 
couple of months back decided 
to empower the Rajuk magis-
trate as a metropolitan magis-
trate to hand down fines and 
imprisonments to the building 
owners with deviated plans. 
Accordingly, Rajuk made a 
proposal for the power delega-
tion.       

Public Works ministry sent 
the proposal to establishment 

ministry, which forward it to the 
home affairs ministry that finally 
delegated the power. 

Setting up of the courtroom is 
going on in full swing at Rajuk 
premises. Hopefully, the court 
will start functioning by next 
week, said Dastagir. 

The Rajuk court will act in 
association with the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court 
(CMM).

Rajuk Bhaban
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rights and concerns of children 
with disability. Following the 
performance, the children lead a 
discussion with the audience to 
see whether their message has 
come across.

Contact with the NGO has 
changed his life, according to 
Ibrahim. 

CSID bought him a wheel-
chair and his leadership quali-
ties earned him a steady job as 
their official liaison with the 
advocacy group. He works at 
the CSID office as a counselor 
to disabled working children, 
and earns Tk 5,000 a month. 
"Now, I go to deposit cheques to 
the bank in front of which I once 
used to beg," Ibrahim proudly 
stated.

Rubel, another member of 
the street theatre group, agrees 
that working with CSID has 
helped him rise above the dire 
circumstances that encumber 
his daily life. 

Financial difficulties had 
forced him to drop out of school 
and work in a rickshaw work-
shop with his father, before 
CSID gave him support to open 

a small tea stall. Now that the 
family has a steady source of 
income, Rubel is able to go to 
school, where he is now a stu-
dent of class eight. 

He even went to the United 
Nations (UN) headquarters in 
New York, with five other chil-
dren of various nationalities, to 
speak at a convention on behalf 
of disabled children from poor 
families from around the world. 
His fondest memory is of the 
moment when he learnt that he 
was only the third person ever to 
deliver a speech in Bengali at 
the UN.

However, even after the 
media publicity that embraced 
him after his New York trip, his 
troubles did not end. His friends 
and neighbours continued to 
harass him for being lame. 
Rubel's disability prevents the 
shy young man from participat-
ing in games and sports with the 
same vigour as other children 
have, and consequently he is 
often subjected to cruel taunts 
and jokes.

"Before I joined the CSID 
theatre troupe, I used to feel 

very lonely because of my hand-
icap. I was always very con-
scious of the fact that I was not 
like the other children around 
me…I could not do everything 
they did. But now I have come to 
know a lot of children with simi-
lar woes, and we work to sup-
port each other," Rubel said. 

“When children report to us 
that they are being teased or 
tortured because they are hand-
icapped, we go to their schools 
or the slums where they live and 
put on a play that shows how 
difficult our lives are, so that 
people will perhaps be kinder to 
that child and all other disabled 
kids there,” said Ibrahim. 

The plays have no formal 
script. The children meet up and 
assign dialogues and roles in a 
rehearsal before the perfor-
mance. 

When asked whether this did 
not sometimes lead to people 
forgetting their lines, Rubel 
replied poignantly, “These are 
the stories of our own lives that 
we are acting out, how can we 
forget anything?”

A street theatre
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