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Over 1 lakh
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and Nawabganj upazila of Dhaka
are likely to be inundated.

Reports from Comilla said
onrush of water from upstream
through the River Gomti and
incessant rain of the last five days
further flooded the low laying
areas of about 15 villages in two
upazilas there.

Water Development Board
(WDB) sources said due to a
strong tide in the Gomti, several
parts of Daudkandi spur in Titas
upazila collapsed again, although
workers of WDB under the super-
vision of army personnel are
working there day and night to
protect the spur.

Meanwhile, over 25,000 peo-
ple of the area became marooned
in the second onslaught of flood
during the current monsoon. The
worst affected villages are
Goskandi, Das Kandi, and
Maniknagar in Titas upazila, and
Khanaybari, Kowriarchar,
Horipur, and Narayanpur in
Daudkandi upazila.

District Agriculture Extension
Department sources said seed-
lings of aman paddy, vegetables
and jute on about 1,800 acres of
land in those areas were dam-
aged totally or partially due to the
flood.

Almost 36 educational institu-
tions, located on low laying areas
and shoals, remained unofficially
closed as the premises went
under water. Thousands of weav-
ers of the areas became jobless
passing hard days without food.

Our correspondent from
Gaibandha reported that onrush
of water from upper catchments of
the Teesta, Karotoa and
Brahmaputra basins and unceas-
ing rainfall since Friday deluged a
vast tract of area in seven
upazilas of Gaiabndha district
inundating many houses.

Water level in four river basins
continued to swell at all points.
The River Ghagot rose by 24cm,
Brahmaputra by 10cm, Teesta by
8cm, and the Karotoa by 5cm
during the 24 hours preceding last
night.

Fresh cracks developed along
newly constructed Baguria coun-
ter embankment along the west-
ern bank of the Brahmaputra and
three more cracks surfaced along
the town protection embankment
by the River Ghagot.

With the rising water level,
erosion of the banks of the

Brahmaputra intensified at
Baguria, Chirakuthi, Analer
Chara, and Udakahli under

Gaibandha Sadar and Fulchhari
upazilas. Moreover, a 100 feet
stretch of Singra embankment
under Fulchhari upazila was
devoured by the rising Jamuna in
the last three days.

Nearly 150 dwelling huts were
washed away by the surging
water of the Brahmaputra render-
ing 300 people homeless at
Ratanpur and Kalasonaer Char
under Fulchhari upazila.

Our staff correspondent from
Rajshahi reported that swelling
water and erosion of riverbanks
started to wreak havoc on the
banks of the Padma in Rajshahi
city and Bagha upazila while a
vast tract of low lying areas of the
district and its adjoining Natore
and Chapainawabganj were
flooded following torrential rain of
the last several days.

The Padma swelled by some
241cmin the last 5 days submerg-
ing many small shoals. However,
the river was flowing at 15.41
metre height, 3 metres lower than
the danger level yesterday.

The riverbanks were eroded at
Talaimari and Tangon areas
around the city causing housing

BNP reformists
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reformist leaders. Some of them think
that ZA Khan, also an adviser to the
chairperson, should not have made
such arrogantremarks.

Earlier, the BNP chairperson,
during ateleconference with leaders of
Australia chapter of BNP, strongly
criticised pro-reforms leaders saying
those conspiring to break the party are
betrayers.

In response to this, ZA Khan, on
Monday told reporters, 'lt is like a
drowning person clutching at straws'.

Sources said a group of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
leaders yesterday met Mannan
Bhuiyan and told him that such arro-
gantcomments about the party chiefis
creating misunderstandings among
field level party leaders and workers.

Bhuiyan also talked with party
leaders working with him to implement
reforms and urged them not to make
any comment attacking anyone
personally.

Later, Ashraf Hossain told report-
ers that they don't want to make per-
sonal attacks on anyone, and they will
not do anything beyond the party
constitution.

"We are working for a representa-
tive party council with the consent of all
to make the party stronger but some
people in the party misunderstood us,"
he said. Councillors will decide which
would be better for the country as well
asthe party, he added.

Meanwhile, Dhaka city unit BNP
General Secretary Abdus Salam also
met Bhuiyan athis residence.

problems for slum dwellers.
Several hundred people of ward
no 17 and 18 in the city became
marooned.

The erosion of the banks of the
Padma took a serious turn at
Bagha upazila where major por-
tions of three villages --
Chalkrajapur, Jotnashi and
Laxminagar -- got washed away.

During a spot visit to the vil-
lages yesterday, the villagers said
standing crops of paddy and jute
on some 2000 bighas of land went
under water in only three days.

A building of a private primary
school in Laxminagar village was
declared abandoned as itis on a
piece of land facing erosion.
Students of the school have been
attending classes under the open
sky in the courtyard of the head-
master's house.

About 400 hectares out of 930
hectares of cultivable lands in
Chalkrajapur village, 160 hect-
ares out of 230 hectares of land in
Laxmipur village, and 120 hect-
ares of land in Jotnashi village
were inundated.

Our Sirajganj correspondent
reported that the flood situation in
five upazilas and Cholon Beel
area deteriorated yesterday, as
incessant rain and onrush of
water from upstream swelled the
Jamuna and its tributaries further.

About 30,000 people in around
120 villages covering different
shoals and Cholon Beel areas
were marooned.

Water Development Board
sources said about 35 more new
villages in Belkuchi, Kazipur,
Sirajganj Sadar, Chowhali and
Shahjadpur upazilas were
affected by the flood. Vast parts of
the main structures of two spurs
on the western bank of the
Jamuna at Enayetpur and Meghai
collapsed again, although WDB
workers under the supervision of
the army are throwing sacks filled
with sand and bricks there to
protect the spurs from the ero-
sion.

The fisheries department
sources said about 2000 ponds in
greater Cholon Beel area were
inundated by a flash flood that
might cause a loss of about Tk 1
crore.

District Agriculture Extension
Department sources said newly
transplanted aman paddy, vege-
tables and Jute on about 1,200
hectares of land were damaged
due to the flood.

Meanwhile, many people of the
shoals and low laying areas took
shelter on different highlands,
railway lands and educational
institutions.

District Civil Surgeon Office
sources said the flood affected
people have been facing crisis of
drinking water since the begin-
ning of the flood. Drinking unhy-
gienic water, most of the people
especially children and the elderly
are being affected by different
water-borne diseases like diar-
rhoea, dysentery and skin infec-
tions.

Meanwhile, 200 people of
different flood affected areas were
affected by diarrhoea and they
were admitted to different health
complexes, the sources said.

When contacted, Ibrahim
Khalil, deputy commissioner of
Sirajganj, said relief and rehabili-
tation programmes will be
launched soon after they get an
estimate of the affected people.

Biman
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to use more of its Air Service
Agreements with different countries
and resume some routes which are
currently suspended, Biman sources
said. Biman has such agreements
with 42 countries but it is only using 18
ofthem, the source added.

Under the Company Act, Biman's
board of directors from now on would
take its own decisions including
procurement of new aircraft. Due to
red tape, Biman could not buy new
generation aircraft before, airline
sources said.

Momen earlier told The Daily Star
that replacing antiquated aircrafts with
new generation ones is imperative to
remaining competitive in the aviation
business. The CEO and MD hoped
that the independence of the CEO
would not be compromised through
governmentintervention.

Biman's aircraft get grounded
frequently due to technical faults. The
aging fleetis made up of mostly 17-19-
year-old aircraft and two relatively new
planes.

Biman owns three types of aircraft-
-four McDonnell Douglas DC-10-30s,
four Fokker F-28, and three Airbus
A310-300s. Production of DC10-30s
and F-28s has been discontinued as
airlines do not find it viable to run these
aircraftanymore.

Of the 11 aircraft in Biman's fleet,
only six are operating and the rest are
grounded.

A competent source in Biman told
The Daily Star yesterday that the $22
million Biman is expected to get from
an insurance company as compensa-
tion for the Airbus accident in Dubai on
March 12, will be used for buying new
planes.

"Biman will get two aircraft from
PhukhetAir on lease to run Hajj flights;
Biman might extend the duration of
lease of those two Boeings to run its
international flights," the source said.

Rehana
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"A conspiracy has been plotted to
destroy the entire family just like on
August 15. Nothing can be worse
than this. It's an ill-motivated case.
My name has been included in the
charge only to weaken Sheikh
Hasina and to demean
Bangabandhu and his family before
the countrymen," Rehana, who is
currently in Florida, USA, told The
Daily Star last night over phone.

Coming down heavily on the
interim government for implicating
her with the extortion case, she said
although she had not been living
permanently in the country for the
last ten years, her name has been
incriminated in the case deliber-
ately. "This false case will not fly and
we hope that we will get justice," she
added.

Rehana alleged that the care-
taker government is not going by the
law and running its affairs following
the saying -- 'might is right'. She was
firm to say that the false case would
be battled out in the court of law and
the justice would be on their side.

"History says, untruth never
wins. Truth will prevail anyhow
some day," she boldly said asking,
"Why would Bangabandhu's daugh-
ters resort to extortion anyway if
they need money?"

Our father did not teach us to
collect money from others by any
means, Rehana said adding that even
the present chief adviser and the law
adviser, who used to go to their resi-
dence, know the family very well. They
know that the Bangabandhu family did
not commit any crime let alone extort-
ingmoney.

"It is crystal clear that, that the
government has lodged the extor-
tion case against us abusing
power," said the AL chief's sister.

With the mercy of Allah and the
support of the people of
Bangladesh, it won't be possible to
annihilate us through filing even
hundreds of such false cases,
Rehana added.

Asked whether she would come
to Bangladesh to face the charge,
Rehana said, "Off course, | will go to
my country. My lawyers have been
looking into the charge. If they need
me to, | will go to the country," she
added.

Defending her sister Hasina,
Rehana said the AL chief did not
commit any crime and the govern-
ment itself knows also that she did
not commit any crime. People of the
country are with her, she said seek-
ing support from the countrymen
and the media.

Asked whether she would join
politics, she said she has no interest
to join politics as a member of a
political family. But | will contribute
for the welfare of the nation and its
people, she added.

Rehana said the prosecution of
the charges should be held in an
open court in a transparent manner
and if due process of law is followed,
Hasina will win. "If my sister wins, it
would be our victory, people's
victory," said Rehana.

Conspiracy is being hatched
against Hasina because she speaks
for the country, democracy and for a
free and fair election, she said.

Since a government survey
predicted that the Awami League
(AL) might win the next election, "....
they filed the false extortion case
against Sheikh Hasina only to keep
her out of elections," claimed
Rehana.

She prayed for Hasina's well-
being so that she can serve the
countrymen in future whether her
party is in power or not.

ZILLUR'S REACTION

AL acting president Zillur Rahman
confidently said that Hasina did not
extort money and the charge
against her is completely false and
fabricated.

The charge sheet was prepared
with ill intention and Hasina might
not getjustice, he feared.

Expressing surprise over inclu-
sion of Rehana's name, Zillur asked
how her name could be included in
the charge sheet when she was not
even accused in the case. She was
not Even present in the country at
the time of the alleged extortion,
said the AL leader.

Tehran accused
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Maliki said, according to a statement
from his office.

Photographs from the meeting
showed the three delegations sitting
around a triangular arrangement of tables
in conference room in Maliki's offices
inside Baghdad's heavily-fortified Green
Zone.

The US was represented by Crocker,
while Tehran's envoy Hassan Kazemi
Qomi headed the Iranian delegation in
the talks attended by a delegation of Iraqi
officials led by Foreign Minister Hoshyar
Zebari.

As at May's meeting, officials said the
talks had only dealt with the security
situation in Iraq, leaving aside a roster of
other disputes between the United
States and the Islamic republic.

The United States broke off relations
with Iran in 1980, when Islamic revolu-
tionaries seized the US embassy in
Tehran and held its diplomats hostage for
444 days.

The two countries remain at logger-
heads over a range of issues including
Iran's nuclear programme, which the
United States claims is aimed at produc-
ing nuclear weapons, an accusation
vehemently denied by Tehran.

US forces also accuse Iran of arming
and training Iragi militias, allegations
Iranian officials have also denied, and
which a government spokesman again
rejected on Tuesday.

"These accusations are without basis
and do not help the atmosphere of the
negotiations," Iranian foreign ministry
spokesman Mohammed Ali Hosseini told
journalists in Tehran before the meeting.

"These declarations aim to deceive
public opinion which is troubled by the
United States' warlike policy," Hosseini
said, adding that the "Americans would
be better off finding ways to get out of the
Iragicrisis."

Relations have also been chilled by
the detention in Iraq by US forces of at
least five Iranian officials whom Tehran
insists are diplomats, but Washington
says are covert operatives from of Iran's
elite Revolutionary Guard.

lvorians want ties
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Medicines are very expensive in
Ivory Coast. For instance, a single
paracetamol tablet costs about Tk
10. Garments are likewise costly.

Elected as independent law-
maker, Bitah said he has heard that
Bangladesh's high-yielding agricul-
ture technology is up-to-date and he
is interested to introduce that to his
country.

Known to be close to Ivorian
President Laurent Gbagbo, he
added that his country would pursue
establishing diplomatic and com-
mercial relations with Bangladesh
once the lvorian war is over.

Meanwhile, former president of
Ivory Coast Henry Konan Bedie,
who is planning to contest the
upcoming presidential election,
said, "If elected once again, | wish to
establish a diplomatic relationship
with Bangladesh. Now we have an
embassy in New Delhi and hope to
establish one in Dhaka if | assume
power."

To hasten the process of restor-
ing peace an agreement was signed
between the Ivorian government
and the rebels in April this year. The
agreement is known as
"Ouagadougou Agreement".

According to the agreement the
presidential election is supposed to
be held by January, but it might be
deferred.

A Bangladeshi Army delegation
led by Brigadier Gen Mohammad
Rafiqul Islam made a courtesy call
on Bedie at his residence in
Daoukro. Ousted through bloodless
coup in 1999, the former president
hailed the role of Bangladeshi
peacekeepers in restoring peace in
Ivory Coast.

Akoussi Patrick, a primary
schoolteacher in Gohitafla, told The
Daily Star the interest the lvorians
have developed in Bangladeshi
garments and medicines is the
result of the Bangladeshi peace-
keepers' assistance to them.

Bangladeshi peacekeepers in
different areas provide free medical
assistance to the Ivorians twice a
week. In addition to that,
Bangladeshi medicines are also
given to them for free during treat-
ment.

The peacekeepers also distrib-
ute Bangladeshi garments to the
Ivorians for free.

"Both the Bangladeshi garments
and medicines are good in quality
and we have known it by using
them" Patrick said.

"We have also heard that
Bangladeshi garments is are not
costly and quality of medicines is
better than the medicines of China
which we are using in the country
now," he added.

The African countries where
Bangladeshi peacekeepers are
working have developed an interest
in Bangladesh in both diplomatic
and commercial affairs.

For an instance, in 2003,
President of Sierra Leone Dr Ahmed
Tejjan Kabbah paid a three-day visit
to Bangladesh and invited invest-
ment from Dhaka in his country.

Unfortunately, the then

Bangladesh government did not
explore the probability.

Troops from other countries
working under the UN missions also
have a good impression about
Bangladeshi peacekeepers.

The deputy sector commander of
sector east of UN mission in Ivory
Coast Colonel Adams of Ghana
said, "The moral standard of
Bangladeshi peacekeepers is very
high."

Force Commander of the
Mission Maj Gen Fernand Marcel
Amoussou, who hailed from Benin,
said, "I want the Bangladeshi
peacekeepers to continue the
contribution with the same high
standard."

In Ivory Coast around 7,000
peacekeepers from 54 countries are
working under the UN Mission with
the highest number of troops from
Bangladesh numbering 2,747.

The UN Security Council
adopted a resolution for establish-
ing UN mission in the 3,22,500 sq
km country on May 13, 2003. In
June the same year a 26-member
team of military liaison officers was
initially launched in the country.

The then Brig Gen Hafiz (pres-
ently major general) of Bangladesh
Army served as the deputy force
commander of the mission. In June
2004, Bangladeshi contingents
started to flock in Ivory Coast to
perform duty on behalf of UN Peace
Keeping Mission (ONUCI).

Each Bangladeshi contingent is
sent to the country with one year of
work responsibility in Ivory Coast.
Presently the fourth rotation of
Bangladeshi contingents is going
on.

At present eight military contin-
gents are taking part in peacekeep-
ing mission in Ivory Coast along with
members of military observers and
staff officers. Apart from the army,
two Bangladesh Formed Police
Units, each of which has 125 police
personnel, are working there to
rebuild the country.

Since 2004, about 9,000 military
personnel of Bangladesh Armed
Forces have taken part in the
peacekeeping mission in Ivory
Coast.

The mission is being conducted
in Ivory Coast dividing the working
areas in two sectors -- East and
West. The sector West is known as
Bangladesh Sector and Brig Gen
Md Mainul Islam is its sector com-
mander.

Apart from the two Bangladeshi
battalions, Pakistan, Benin and
Senegal have one battalion each
working under the sector.

On the other hand, Bangladesh
along with other countries has
battalions in sector East.

Bangladesh earns $57.2m every
year from the mission in Ivory Coast.

Hasina formally
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(I0) of the case, prayed for a war-
rant for her arrest. Showing her as a
fugitive, he also sought an order for
attachment of her properties.

Hasina, also a former prime
minister, expressed shock at the
inclusion of her younger sister's
name in the charge sheet when she
[Rehana] was not even in the coun-
try at the time of the "so-called
extortion”.

The AL has rejected the charge
sheet, saying nowhere it has been
mentioned that Hasina has received
the money.

In her reaction from the United
States, Rehana yesterday dis-
missed the charges as false and
fabricated. One of the two surviving
daughters of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, she said it's
nothing but an attempt like that on
August 15, 1975 to destroy their
family.

The court fixed August 15 as the
date for hearing on the charge
sheet. It will also decide on that day
whether to issue an arrest warrant
against Rehana.

Azam J Chowdhury, managing
director of Eastcoast Trading
Private Ltd, filed the case against
Hasina and Selim on June 13 for
extorting from him over Tk 2.99
crore.

The joint forces on July 16
arrested the AL chief in connection
with the case and later on that day a
magistrate court sent her to a sub-
jailon the Jatiya Sangsad complex.

Former health minister and AL
presidium member Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, who was made the
prime accused, was detained on
May 29. He was shown arrested in
the case on June 14, and four days
later, placed on a two-day remand.

In a packed court room, 10
Obaidul Haque submitted the
charge sheet under sections 385
(extortion)/ 109 (abetment)/ 34
(criminal liability) of the Penal Code,
and did not include in those section
19J (1) of the Emergency Power
Rules 2007. The home ministry in a
letter to the court on July 16 asked
for the case to be brought under the
emergency rules.

According to the charge sheet,
Selim on June 21 confessed to a
magistrate that directed by Hasina
he had taken the money from the
businessman. He also admitted to
giving Rehana Tk 1 crore of the
amount.

Twenty-four people including the
complainant and the magistrate,
who recorded the confessional
statement, were shown prosecution
witnesses.

The 10 said that there are 11
more cases under investigation and
awaiting trial at different courts.
Those were filed with Tejgaon,
Ramna, Cantonment and Paltan
police stations.

Legal experts yesterday told The
Daily Star that the case is generally
triable at a special tribunal. If it is

taken under the emergency power
rules, the trial will have to be com-
pleted within 45 workdays.

In the event of the charges being
proved, the former premier will have
to face a sentence of up to 14 years
in prison and not less than five years
orfine or both, the experts said.
DESCRIPTION OF FIR
In the first information report, Azam
mentioned that Sheikh Selim
wanted to be the local agent of
Russian company Techno Prom
Export (TPE) that won the work of
Siddhirganj Power Plantin 2000.

On different occasions, he tried
to influence the TPE chief to agree
tothis butin vain.

Under repeated pressure from
the AL leader, Azam whose com-
pany became the local agent of the
TPE, met him at his Banani resi-
dence and requested him to work as
a consultant for the second phase of
their work. He told the then health
minister that he would be given hefty
remuneration, the FIR said.

Fuming over the proposal, Selim
said he would stop the work with the
help of Hasina, the then prime
minister, if he did not get a commis-
sion.

He also threatened that Azam
would not be able to withdraw any
bill from the Power Development
Board if he did not pay him the
commission. The threats were
issued in June and July, 2000, the
complainant said.

In July, 2000, they reached a
verbal agreement that Selim would
be given two percent commission
amounting to $5.8 lakh (equivalent
to a little over Tk 2.99 crore), Azam
continued.

He was paid the sum in eight
cheques of Standard Chartered
Bank and Southeast Bank between
October 24, 2000 and February 14,
2001 athisresidence.

After getting the money, the AL
leader did not interfere with the
work. Many including executives of
his company are aware of the pay-
ment, the complainant said.

Sources said police are likely to
submit within a week charge sheet
in two other extortion cases filed
against Hasina with Tejgaon Police
Station on April 9 and June 13.

Of the cases, AL leader and
businessman Noor Ali filed one for
extorting Tk 5 crore for mediating
between the PDB and his firm over a
power plantin 1997.

Tajul Islam Farooq, chairman of
Westmont Power Company, filed
the other case under non-bailable
sections of the penal code. He
complained of extortion and abuse
of power by Hasina when she was
the prime ministerin 1998.

Earlier on April 12, Criminal
Investigation Department (CID)
pressed charges against her in
connection with Paltan killings on
October 28 last year.

BCL men
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out a brief procession in front of the
Institute of Social Welfare and
Research at around 9:40am dodging
the vigilance of law enforcement
agencies.

They chanted slogans demanding
release of Hasina and resignation of
the law adviser for his 'biased activi-
ties'.

Later they burnt the effigy of Mainul
for 'breaching the oath of office by
favouring some specific groups'.

The demonstrators managed to
flee before members of the law
enforcement agencies reached the
spot.

Since the detention of Hasina, the BCL
has adopted a strategy to hold
programmes at different places of the
campus eluding the law enforcement
agencies'surveillance.

BCL President Mahmud Hasan
Ripon said they demanded Mainul's
resignation as he lost his right to stay in
office. They will continue their
programmes until the release of
Hasina, he added.

UNB adds: Some 30 students have
been sued for bumning an effigy of Law
and Information Adviser Mainul Hosein
on the Dhaka University campus
yesterday.

The officer-in-charge (OC) of New
Market Police Station said the case was
filed underthe Emergency Rules.

Mainul
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remain vigilant so that the law and
order is maintained. “The govern-
ment is still concerned over the law
and order situation,” he said.

The law adviser also said the
protests that are happening on the
Dhaka University campus are of
little significance. “We do notwant to
create anarchy in this situation by
injudiciously responding to the
incidents.”

The advisory council meeting
expressed concern over the rise in the
activities of 'Aggyan’ and 'Malam'
gangs that snatched belongings after
drugging and applying ointment to the
eyesof people.

It instructed the police and other
law enforcement agencies to take
all out steps to arrest members of
such gangs.

The meeting also discussed the
incidents of at least three arrests of
the government officials, investiga-
tion into which proved later that the
arrestees were innocent and they
were infact trapped.

The council meeting instructed
the intelligence officials to arrest
people after getting sure that allega-
tions againstthem are true.

The meeting was attended by,
among others, communications and
education advisers, cabinet secre-
tary, home, energy and fisheries
secretaries, inspector general of
police, director generals of Rab,
BDR and Ansar and top officials of
differentintelligence agencies.

Tigers
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On the other hand, it is the last
chance for Mohammad Ashraful's
men to make some point in the other-
wise disastrous tour but they will need
runs on the board for avoiding another
embarrassing defeat.

After below par performances in
the Test series, Bangladesh's
improved standing as a one-day
team are also at stake after spineless
batting in the first two games which
they lost by 70 runs and then by five
wickets.

Bangladesh batsmen completely
failed to cash in on the absence of
two champion Lankan bowlers
Muttiah Muralidaran and Chaminda
Vaas.

Bowlers created an opportunity
for the Tigers in the first game to draw
first blood but the batsmen threw
away the initiative. In the second
game the batters were again clueless
in overcast conditions.

For SriLanka itis an opportunity to
test their reserve strength but home
skipper Mahela Jayawardene did not
disclose his plan yesterday.

Both teams kept away from

outdoor practice ahead of the match.
TEAMS
BANGLADESH: Javed Omar,
Tamim Igbal, Mohammad Ashraful
(captain), Shakib Al Hasan, Aftab
Ahmed, Mushfiqur Rahim,
Mahmudullah Riyad, Forhad Reza,
Shahadat Hossain, Syed Rasel and
Abdur Razzak.
SRI LANKA (from): Sanath
Jayasuriya, Upul Tharanga, Kumar
Sangakkara, Mahela Jayawardene
(captain), Chamara Silva,
Tillakaratne Dilshan, Chamara
Kapugedera, Jehan Mubarak,
Farveez Maharoof, Dilhara
Fernando, Lasith Malinga, Malinga
Bandara, Nuwan Kulasekera and
Upul Chandana.

12 to die

FROM PAGE 16
Those awarded death penalty are
Jahirul Islam, Shamsul Alam,
Nazimuddin, Abul Kashem, Alamgir,
Yusuf, Jashim Uddin, Nasiruddin,
Abdul Malek, Ayub Ali, Syed Ahmad
and Kalim Ullah.

The lifers are Nur Jahan Begum,
Saheda Begum, Safia Akhter, Anwara
Begum, Yasmin Begum, Taslima
Akhter, Razia Begum and Raju
Begum.

Of them, Anwara Begum, Razia
Begum and Yasmin Begum were
arrested in the courtroom immediately
afterthe verdict.

The court, however, acquitted an
accused named Nurul Alam of the
murder charge.

According to the prosecution, the
accused hacked Jane Alam to death
near his house at Amirabad in
Lohagara upazila on March 30, 2002,
while he was coming to the port city by
a CNG-run autorickshaw.

Sub-Inspector (Sl) Udayan
Chakma of Lohagara Police Station
filed a case on the day. The charge
sheet in the case was submitted to the
court on September 5 in 2002 and
charges were framed on June 9 in
2004.

Atotal of 17 witnesses were exam-
ined during the trial of the case.

Pak clashes
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AUS defence official who was present
at the meeting in Germany said Pace
talked about US military and intelli-
gence assistance to Pakistan in the
context of a long relationship with
Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf.

"He did say 'kinetic.' He also said
‘intel sharing," said the official, refer-
ring to notes.

The official said that when asked
later what he meant by "kinetic," Pace
said, "Air support, supporting fires. If
he (Musharraf) were to ask, we would
see how we might be able to help. I'm
not predicting anything.™

Pace said the offer did not include
US ground troops.

Islamic militants kidnapped two
Pakistani soldiers from a troubled tribal
region, slit their throats and dumped
the bodies with a warning note to
others, officials said Tuesday.

The soldiers from the paramilitary
Frontier Corps were abducted late
Monday from a checkpost near Khar,
the main town in the northwestern
Bajaur tribal district bordering
Afghanistan, local official Sardar Yusuf
told AFP.

The militants slashed their throats
and dumped the bodies near a bazaar
early Tuesday, with a note saying
"Those who support Musharraf and
Bush willmeetthisfate”, he said.

A wave of Islamist suicide attacks
has claimed over 200 lives in Pakistan
since US-ally President Pervez
Musharraf ordered a raid on the pro-
Taliban Red Mosque in the capital on
July 10-11 and vowed to uproot
extremism.

Amid a recent troop build-up in the
troubled northwest, militants in North
Waziristan eight days earlier tore up a
shaky truce reached with the govern-
ment last September, launching a
spate of new attacks.

Pakistan's chief military spokes-
man Major General Waheed Arshad
told AFP Monday that at least 30
rebels died in a series of clashes since
late Sunday, and five more were killed
in a battle that continued Monday
evening.

Two soldiers had been killed and
another 12 wounded in the violence
over the past 24 hours, he added, but
gave nofurther details.

A peace delegation made up of
Pashtun elders from Pakistan's six
other semi-autonomous tribal agen-
cies returned empty handed late
Sunday but was scheduled to resume
talks Tuesday in Miranshah, North
Waziristan's main town.

However, pamphlets distributed

there Monday did not bode well for
peace.

Entitled "Till Islam Lives in
Islamabad" and signed by a group
calling itself the Mujahedin-e-Islam
(Islamic holy warriors), they threat-
ened that suicide bombs would again
bring Pakistani soldiers the "gift of
death."

They warned that suicide attackers
"love death more than you love your
5,000-rupee salary, nude pictures of
Indian actresses and liquor."

"We know that you have become
America's slave and are serving infidel
(non-believer) Musharraf and have
become a traitor to your religion for
food, clothes and shelter."

Another 19 rebels were killed in
weekend clashesin North Waziristan.

The truce, signed in September,
was heavily criticised by Washington
and Kabul. Militants tore it up amid
complaints about new military check-
points and a lack of compensation for
damage in previous army operations.

Washington has said the truce was
afailure that allowed al-Qaeda and the
Taliban to regroup across the border
from war-torn Afghanistan, and has
warned it was considering military
strikes against them inside Pakistani
territory.

US national intelligence chief Mike
McConnell earlier said he believed al-
Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden was
alive and sheltering in the frontier
zone.

White House Homeland Security
Adviser Frances Townsend told CNN:
"No question that we will use any
instrument at our disposal to deal with
the problem of Osama bin Laden and
(his deputy Ayman al) Zawahiri and al-
Qaeda."

Pakistani foreign ministry spokes-
woman Tasnim Aslam on Monday
called the latest comments from
Washington "irresponsible and dan-
gerous."

"We have stated in the clearest
terms that any attack inside our terri-
tory would be unacceptable," she told
aweekly media briefing.

"We do not want our efforts to be
undermined by any ill-conceived
action from any quarter that is incon-
sistent with the principles of interna-
tional law and would be deeply
resented in the tribal areas and gener-
allyin Pakistan.”

Suicide bomb
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insurgent attacks.

And in the western Anbar prov-
ince a marine was killed in combat
operations on Saturday, the military
said in a statement released on
Monday.

The latest fatalities took the US
military's losses in Iraq since the
March 2003 invasion to 3,633,
according to an AFP count based on
Pentagon figures.

The attack came a day after at
least 16 people died when four car
bombs rocked the center of the
capital. Three of the blasts took place
in one 30-minute span.

Police, morgue and hospital
officials reported a total of at least 59
people killed or found dead nation-
wide Monday.

The continued fighting and deaths
of Iragis and American forces in the
sixth month of the American bid to
calm Baghdad and the center of the
country illuminate the stubborn
resistance to a political solution in
Iraq.

The government and legislature
are under heavy US pressure to
overcome sectarian differences and
agree to measures aimed at promot-
ing national unity as Americans are
engaged in a fierce debate over calls
to bring US troops home from the
unpopularwar.

Hundreds of demonstrators,
meanwhile, marched in the predomi-
nantly Shia district of Shaab in north-
ern Baghdad to protest a US-Iraqi
barricade of Husseiniyah, a town on
the capital's northeastern outskirts
that is known as a Shia militia strong-
hold. Police issued calls for residents
toleave the town, and some said they
were running out of food and fuel.

The Shia-dominated parliament
has said al-Maliki should intervene to
end the crackdown by US and Iraqi
forces on Husseiniyah. The town is
dominated by the Mahdi Army, the
militia loyal to radical cleric Mugtada
al-Sadr, and straddles the highway to
Bagouba, where US forces are in the
second month of a drive to cleanse
thatregion of al-Qaedain Iraq.

State-run Iragiya television said
the Husseiniyah blockade "would
have serious consequences on
people'slives there."

Rangs Bhaban
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On the other hand, the present
caretaker government in a meeting
of the Advisory Council in April
decided in principle to demolish the
Rangs Bhaban on Old Airport road
in the capital.

When a five-member bench of
the apex court took up the matter for
hearing, Barrister Rafique-ul Hugq,
counsel for the Rangs Group,
opposed the hearing and submitted
that the hearing should be post-
poned until the state of emergency
is lifted. The case involved enforce-
ment of fundamental rights, now
suspended under the state of emer-
gency, he said.

The Appellate Division bench,
headed by Justice M Fazlul Karim,
allowed Attorney General Fida M
Kamal to make his submission for
the government.

Fida Kamal submitted that the
Rangs authorities had constructed
the multi-storied building in violation
of the rules of Rajuk and also the
statutory rules of the Civil Aviation
Authority.

The hearing resumes today.

A 51-year-old woman resident,
who would give her name only as Um
Bassem, said police, apparently
expecting a major outbreak of fight-
ing, had issued calls for residents to
leave Husseiniyah if they could.

"My husband offered to take us
out and return to protect our house
and belongings, but we refused to
leave because we would be so
worried about him," Um Bassem told
an AP reporter in the area. She said
food stocks were becoming low.

"We decided to stay home in two
rooms at the back of the house. We
can't leave because we have valu-
able things and we fear looters," she
said.

Lt Col Michael Donnelly, spokes-
man for US forces north of Baghdad,
said American and Iraqi forces were
now allowing "commercial vendors to
bring food to the south of
Husseiniyah. Civilians are authorised
to walk to these vendors to buy food.
Donkey carts may be used, but no
vehicle movement is authorised. We
are also allowing civilians that need
medical aid, to walk to the Hamid
Shaub Hospital for free treatment.”

Trouble broke out in Husseiniyah
when US forces took small arms fire
shortly before midnight Friday and
ordered an airstrike on the building
from which the gunmen were shoot-
ing. The military said helicopters fired
missiles at the building and three
gunmen fled to a second building.

Waterlogging
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former computer composer of daily
Banglar Bani, said those were eye-
wash actually.

The DND project, with 8,340
hectares of land, was taken up in
1965 basically to grow more crops,
but its objective totally failed, as more
and more people started constructing
houses in an unplanned manner.

The tendency was massive in the
absence of any government policy of
restricting unplanned urbanisation,
especially after 1988, as people
considered it a safer place because
water could not enter even during
one of the mostdevastating floods.

At present nearly 20 lakh people
are living in the DND project area,
where the population was merely
10,000 back in 1965, said an official
of Water Development Board (WDB).
"One katha of land that was sold at Tk
10,000 is now sold at Tk 5 to Tk 8
lakh," he said.

Most of the canals in the area
were filled up, while the influential
local people gobbled many of those
up, he said. "Unless those are recov-
ered, residents of the area will be
suffering."

WDB set up a pump house with
the capacity of pumping out 512
cusec water at Shimrail of
Siddhirganj in 1968, said Belayet
Hossain, a sub-assistant engineer of
WDB.

The following governments did
not take any initiative to install more
pumps in the wake of increased
waterlogging problems, he noted.

Water at the DND canal is now
flowing at over nine feet height, which
normally flows at 6.5 feet, he said
adding that the water also cannot
flow to the DND canal due to siltation
atvarious places.
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