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RUPNAGAR HOUSING

Land dispute between two
ministries brings bane
to plot allottees

RAIHAN SABUKTAGIN

Hundreds of plot allottees at
Rupnagar housing project at
Pallabi are caughtin the middle of
a decade-old land dispute
between two ministries.

The dispute started after two
ministries -- ministry of housing
and public works and ministry of
religious affairs -- leased Ka and
Kha block plots at Mirpur section
8 in Pallabi to two different sets of
allottees.

One set of allottees, in posses-
sion of the plots from religious
affairs ministry, is under eviction
threat from National Housing
Authority (NHA) under the minis-
try of housing and public works,
while the other set of allottees is
awaiting possession of the plots
since 1994.

Shah Alam, one of the petition-
ers to the Supreme Court for land
rights, said, "l have beenin fear of
eviction by the housing authori-
ties even though | have been on
the plot for the last 20 years and |
am a registered lessee with the
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One set of allottees, in possession of
the plots from religious affairs ministry,
is under eviction threat from National
Housing Authority (NHA) under the min-
istry of housing and public works,

while the other set of allottees is await-
ing possession of the plots since 1994

office of
Administration."

Legal suits over the posses-
sion rights of the plots are pend-
ing at different courts including
Sub-Judge Court and the
Supreme Court.

The ministry of housing and
public works first acquired the
land at Duaripara through Land
Accusation Case 5-1972/73. In
1986, NHA, on behalf of the
ministry, developed the area
under a project aiming to solve
housing problems of the middle
and lowerincome group.

In 1994, NHA leased out 474
plots to a group of people through

the Waqfs

alottery. It collected Tk 80,000 for
each katha of land from the les-
sees.

One of the lessees, Zakir
Hossain, told Star City that he
had paid all dues to NHA by 1996.
According to the lease deed, a
lessee is supposed to get pos-
session the plot within a week.
".... am exhausted after spend-
ing so much time and money over
the last decade in pursuit of my
land," he said.

He blamed the NHA for his
sufferings and he believes that
NHA officials might be involved in
shady activities that are causing
the delay.

The NHA officials at Dhaka
division 1 however said in 1994,
when the NHA was preparing to
hand over plots to the lessees,
Absar Uddin and Mohiuddin
Hayder, on behalf of Ainuddin
and Foyzunnesa Waqf Estate,
claimed land rights over the
disputed land and lodged a title
suite with the second Sub-Judge
Court, Dhaka, (case 78-93).

As the court issued an order in
favour of NHA, the plaintiffs
appealed against the court order
with the High Court (HC) in 1996.
The high court upheld the lower
court verdict.

In 2000, Abul Kalam Ansari,
another affiliate of the same Waqf
estate, filed a writ petition with the
HC over the land rights. The HC
verdict wentin favour of NHA and it
directed NHA to finalise the pend-
ing case atlower court.

The official-in-charge of NHA
said the Waqf estate affiliates
have been continuing their battle
over the land by filing back-to-
back writ petitions and appeals
with the HC and the Supreme
Court (SC) since 2001.
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A debacle between two ministries has deprived hundreds of their rights to plots. A cooperative society office at Rupnagar run by Wagf estate.

Nurul Islam, executive engi-
neer of NHA Division 1 said the
court orders went in favour of the
housing authority while the Waqf
estate's latest writ with the SC
and the case at the lower court
are still pending.

He could not predict any solu-
tion in the dispute soon until the
pending cases at different courts
are settled or the two ministries
settle the dispute on their own.

While all this legal battle is
goingon, in 1997, the office of the
Administrator of Wagfs under the
ministry of religious affairs started
to lease out about 30 acres of the
disputed land.

The Wakf estate also col-
lected Tk 20,000 per katha of
land from the lessees.

An official at the office of
Administrator of Wagqfs,
Bangladesh claimed that the
land has been under their pos-
session since 1950 and the
evection drive initiated by the
housing authority was illegal.

He added that secretary of
the ministry of religious affairs
has sent a latter to secretary of
the housing and public works
ministry requesting to stop
NHA's unauthorised eviction
initiative.

Abu Yousuf Mohammad
Hemayet Uddin, administrator
of Waqfs, Bangladesh, said,
"Cases are still pending at
courts. So, the land rights of the
plots are still unsettled."

The housing and public
works ministry should have
notified the Waqf estate and
compensated before acquiring
the land from Waqf estate, but
the ministry did not do any of
that, he added.

He also suggested that forma-
tion of a technical committee with
members from both ministries
and the allottees might solve the
problem.
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An open manhole in Shahbagh intersection poses serious

threat of grave
injuries and damage to both pedestrians, motorists and motorcyclits.

Rain brings downpour of suffering
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demanded more than metered
fare because of rain and water
logging on the road.

Replying to why he
demanded double, he said,
"Anyone would try to earn more."

"l know it is a punishable
offence to run the vehicle without
metre or with one out of order,"
admitted Rob.

Sometimes, the waterlogged
streets become a trap for the
motor vehicles, which fail to start
when water enters their silencer
pipe.

Traffic Inspector (west) Md.

Altaf Hossain said that the trans-

porters are not supposed to
demand higher fare on grounds
ofrainfall.

"Legally, it is a punishable
offence to demand more than
the metered fare," said Hossain,
"An offender can be fined with
Tk700 for tampering with the
metre, using an out-of-order
metre, or exacting more than the
standard fare."

Joint Commissioner (Traffic)
Jasim Uddin too said that legally,
drivers cannot demand more
than the fixed fare. However, the
traffic department of police has
no legal mechanism to punish
transporters directly for this

offence.

"It is Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA) that
can take legal action against
those demanding unauthorised
fare," he said, "But local police
can file a regular case against
transporters exacting unauthor-
ised fare on accusation of fraud."

Traffic police can take legal
action against violation of traffic
rules like tampering with metres,
while the victims should file
complaints with ftraffic control
room in case drivers refuse to go
to passengers' desired destina-
tions, said the joint commis-
sioner.

Urban poverty robs Sumon of his childhood
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ential locals for running the
business, though in the last 4 to
5 months none of the police or
local musclemen have sought
money from him.

Sumon's story is just one of
many. Urban poverty has
forced many children into simi-
lar situations. In fact, all of
Sumon's friends are other slum
and street children, who are
making their living with various
odd and risky jobs on the
streets.

“My friends are really very
nice, we may have quarrel
among us on different issues
but we are united when we fight
against other children from
adjacent areas. My friends also
helps me in keeping my busi-
ness territory safe from other
scrap traders in the area,” he
said.

Do you have any girl friend?
Hearing the question he smiled
shyly and said, “No, but | know
some girls of my age who have
become bad and earn their

living by doing bad jobs with
aged males. | avoid them.”
About NGOs who work on
child rights and aid the working
or street children, Sumon said
he did not know of any.
However, he reported hearing
from a girl who was under shel-
ter of an NGO that the NGO
workers often beat the children
up.
“| like to travel and learn in
free and open places. | also like
schools with big fields because
children at a school have a lot of

freedom and learn,” he added.

When asked what he would
doif he had no burdens, he said,
“I could educate myself at least
and try to be aman of law.”

Sumon dropped out from his
school two years ago when he
was in class four, but now he is
preparing for admission to a
school with his own effort. He
said, “I gave money and my
documents from my previous
school to a teacher of the new
school. | hope to start school
from next month.”

Square Hospitals Ltd

Emergency: 8144466, 8144477,
8144488, 01713377773,
01714477774, 01713377775. Fax:
880-2-9118921

Telephone: 8141522, 8142431,
8144400, 8142333, 8159457,
8129334, 01713141447.

Web: www.squarehospital.com
Email: info@squarehospital.com

Ahsania Mission Cancer & General
Hospital
9008919, 8051618

Apollo Hospitals Dhaka
9891680-4, 01713046684/85
Emergency no. 9896623, 0171409000

Bangladesh Medical College &
Hospital
9118202, 8115843

Central Hospital
9660015-19,

China Bangla Hospital (JV) Ltd
8913674

Dhaka Medical College Hospital
8626812-16

health,busservices,airlines&traintiming

Gana Shasthyo Kendra
8617208, 8617383, 8620178,

Greenland Hospital
8912663

Gulshan Mother & Child Clinic
8822738, 8812992

Holy Family Hospital
8311721-25

Islami Bank Hospital
9333739

Japan Bangladesh Friendship
Hospital
8828855, 8827575

Labaid Cardiac Hospital
8610793-8

Marie Stopes Clinic
8821874

Medinova Medical Services Ltd
8620353,

Monowara Hospital
8318135, 8319802

Pangu Hospital
9112150, 9113041

PG Hospital (BSMMU)
9614545-9, 9612550-4

OSPITALS & CLINICS

Rashmono General Hospital
8317606, 9557354, 8317819
Ratan's Dental Clinic
9111090

Salimullah Medical College Hospital
7319002-6

Samorita Hospital Ltd
9131901

Shahid Suhrawardy Hospital
9122560-78

Shishu Hospital
8116061-2, 9119119
United Hospital
8836444, 0194001234

BLOOD BANK

Bangladesh Red Crescent Blood
Bank
9116563

Modern Clinic & Blood Center
9883948

Sandhani, Dhaka Medical College
9668690

BUS SERVICES

Drooti
8014563

Eagle Paribahan
7101504

Green Line Paribahan
9339623, 9342580, 8353005

Hanif Enterprise
9120116

Keya Paribahan
7101894, 7101250, 9121280

Modern Enterprise
9123743

Neptune A/C Coach Service
7101945, 7101951, 9123092
Shohag Paribahan (Pvt) Ltd
9334152, 8316766, 8126293
Shoukhin Paribahan
8014397, 9001796

Silk Line

7102461

Shyamoli Paribahan
9333803

AIRLINES IBRARY & INFO-

lines Druk Air

Aeroflot 9862243, 9892862,
9559930, 9559111, Fax: 9563787 Emirates

Air India 9892801, 9885574-75
8617783, 8611929, Fax: 9670591 GMG Airlines

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
8917400-19 9560151, 9559610
Airport Office: 8917400, Fax:8913005

British Airways
8815111, Fax: 8815346,

8825845-9, Airport Office:
8960404,8915699, Fax: 8826115

Gulf Air
9130123-5, Airport Office: 8914573

Indian Airlines Ltd
9555915, 9557813,
Kuwait Airways
9115182, 9118829

Cathay Pacific
9557117, Fax: 9562667

Subarna Express Leaves Dhaka at 4:30 pm
Mahanagar Prabhati Leaves Dhaka at 7-30 am
Mahanagar Godhuli Leaves Dhaka at 3-15 pm
Turna Leaves Dhaka at 11-00 pm

Leaves Dhaka at 6-40 am
Leaves Dhaka at 12-45 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 9-45 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 7-00 am
Leaves Dhaka at 5-00 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 8-00 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 9-20 pm

Parabat Express
Joyantika Express
Upaban Express
Tista Express
Ekata Express
Upakul Express
Agnibeena Express

Malaysia Airlines
9888211-20

Airport Office: 8916953, Fax: 9890478

PIA
9349293-5, Fax: 9345300

Singapore Airlines
8811504-7, 9883259

Airport Office: 8911928, Fax: 8811503

Thai Airways
8314711-18, 8914343

Virgin Atlantic Airways
8816324-5, Fax: 9896481

Reaches Chittagong at 10:35 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 1-55 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 10-55 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 6-40 am
Reaches Sylhet at 2-30 pm
Reaches Sylhet at 9-20 pm
Reaches Sylhet at 6-40 am
Reaches Bahadurabad at 1-05 pm
Reaches Bahadurabad at 11-15
Reaches Noakhali at 5-00 am
Reaches Jagannath at 2-30 pm

Libraries, Cultural and

Information Centers
Central Public Library- 8626001-4,
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673
Bangla Academy- 8619550
Islamic Foundation- 9550280,
9556407

Nazrul Institute- 9114602

Ford Foundation- 8116133
Alliance Francaise- 8611557
Information Resource Center, The
American Center - 8813440-4,
9886395-9

British Council- 8618867-8,
8618905-7

Community Development Library-
8113769, 8113604

Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka-
9126525-6

Indian Information Centre &
Cultural Library- 8850141-2
The Russian Cultural Centre-
9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125,
8112954, 8123412

Press Institute of Bangladesh
(PIB) 9330081-4
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