
Hamilton 
survives 
crash
INTERNET, undated

Lewis Hamilton escaped a horror 
150mph crash in qualifying for the 
European Grand Prix. 

The Brit sensation hurtled into a 
tyre barrier at the Nurburgring in 
Germany after his McLaren suffered 
a puncture.

Hamilton, 22, was quickly carried 
into the back of an ambulance on a 
stretcher with his neck in a precau-
tionary brace, while he was also put 
on a drip.

McLaren boss Ron Dennis said: 
"Lewis is fine. There are no injuries, 
no broken bones.

"He doesn't have any pain and he 
did not lose consciousness.

"They're just keeping in him for 
observation. But we won't be able to 
decide if he can race for a couple of 
hours.

"We had a problem with the wheel 
gun - we knew that."

The championship leader 
careered across a gravel trap in the 
final 15-minute qualifying session 
after his front-right suspension failed.

That caused a puncture and he 
lost control at around 150mph.

Hamilton was able to indicate he 
was okay as he waved his right arm 
and gave a 'thumbs-up' sign.

Kimi Raikkonen is on pole position 
in the Ferrari, with Hamilton's team-
mate Alonso in second place.
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Athletics

Basketball

Chess

Table tennis

2006

Golf

(all 1400GMT unless stated) 
Saturday 
Fiorentina v Atalanta (1700GMT), AC 
Milan v Roma (1930GMT) 
Sunday 
Ascoli v Empoli, Catania v Livorno, Lazio 
v Udinese, Messina v Cagliari, Palermo v 
Torino, Parma v Inter Milan (1930GMT), 
Sampdoria v Chievo, Siena v Reggina 

FIXTURES 

'Bayern are 
favourites'
AFP, Berlin

Armin Veh, the coach of reigning 
Bundesliga champions VfB Stuttgart, 
inisted on Saturday Bayern Munich 
must start the new season as favour-
ites after their multi-million summer 
signings. 

Having spent a reported 69 million 
euros (95 million dollars) by recruiting 
the likes of Italian World Cup winner 
Luca Toni, German striker Miroslav 
Klose and French midfielder Franck 
Ribery, Veh says Bayern must be 
favourites for the German title. 
"Bayern have strengthened their 
squad with some big names, so for 
that reason, I'd make them favour-
ites," said Veh, whose side have just 
finished their pre-season training 
camp in Austria. 

"(Werder) Bremen and Schalke 
will also be up there, but we have only 
lost (goalkeeper) Timo Hildebrand 
while we have strengthened our 
squad, so I'm convinced we'll play a 
vital role again this season." 

And Veh also admitted Stuttgart 
are hoping to sign 21-year-old 
Romanian striker Ciprian Marcia, 
who has also been linked to 
Manchester City, from Ukrainian side 
Shakhtar Donetsk. 

"It's no secret that we would 
like to sign Ciprian Marica," admit-
ted Veh. 

"Even if that doesn't work out, we 
are prepared and have other candi-
dates in mind." 

Meanwhile, Stuttgart's opening 
Bundesliga game of the new season 
against last season's runner-up 
Schalke 04 at the 58,000 capacity 
Gottlieb-Daimler-Stadium on August 
10 is already completely sold out.

Fowler joins 
Cardiff
 AFP, London

Former England striker Robbie Fowler 
has agreed to join Championship side 
Cardiff on a two-year deal. 

Fowler, who scored 183 goals in 369 
games during his two spells with 
Liverpool and has 26 England caps, 
was released by his hometown club at 
the end of the Premier League season. 

A statement on Cardiff's official 
website, www.cardiffcityfc.co.uk, said: 
"Cardiff City are delighted to announce 
that Robbie Fowler has agreed to join 
them on a two-year contract. 

"Robbie is expected to be unveiled 
at a press conference in Cardiff on 
Monday or Tuesday this week." 

Charlton sell 
stars
AFP, London

Relegated Charlton lost two of their 
international stars on Friday as 
Danish striker Dennis Rommedahl 
was sold to Ajax Amsterdam and 
defender Luke Young was set to 
move to Middlesbrough. 

The 28-year-old Rommedahl, 
who had played in the English 
Premiership since 2004 having 
spent seven seasons with PSV 
Eindhoven, was sold to Ajax for 
680,000 pounds. 

Boro have negotiated a price of 
2.5million pounds for 28-year-old 
Young. 

Young, who can play at centre-
half or left-back, joined the Addicks 
for four million pounds in 2000, but 
has been given permission by 
manager Alan Pardew to pursue his 
hopes of a return to the top flight 
following Charlton's relegation. 

"Ajax fits me perfectly. I hope that 
Ajax think the same," said 
Rommedahl. 

Pienaar joins 
Everton
 AFP, Liverpool

Everton made their second signing 
of the summer on Friday when they 
captured South Africa midfielder 
Steven Pienaar on a 12-month 
loan deal from Borussia Dortmund. 

The 25-year-old made 25 
appearances for the Bundesliga 
side after joining from Ajax in 2006 
where he was seen as a replace-
ment for Tomas Rosicky who left 
for Arsenal. 

Pienaar follows midfielder Phil 
Jagielka as a Goodison Park 
newboy but the deal is subject to 
him being granted a work permit. 

Everton, who will play in the 
UEFA Cup this season, spent four 
million pounds to bring Jagielka to 
Merseyside from Sheffield United, 
but the club insist they will not be 
dragged into paying inflated fees 
for players.

THE INDEPENDENT

Arsène Wenger 
has continued 
h is  po l icy  o f  
s i g n i n g  t h e  
hottest young 

talent in South America with the 
acquisition of two teenage stars, 
Angel Di Maria and Pedro. The pair 
will follow Carlos Vela and spend 
next season on loan at the Spanish 
club Salamanca. Arsenal struck an 
accord with the Second Division 
club as a means of giving them a 
European base to cream off some 
of the world's best young players. 
The relationship began with Vela - 
a Mexican striker - being "parked" 
at Salamanca last season as he 
did not have the qualifications 
necessary to gain a work permit. 
Wenger has yet to decide whether 
Vela will stay in Spain next season.

One of his two latest signings, 
Pedro, a 17-year-old Brazilian who 
can play at left-back or at left-
midfield was presented by 
Salamanca yesterday. The club 
said he will train with them, then 
spend two weeks at Arsenal before 
returning to Brazil until October. 
Then he will be Salamanca's 
player for the rest of the season.

Pedro, who can also play in 
attack, has already featured for the 
first-team of the Brazilian club 
Figueirense but it is Di Maria who is 
currently regarded as the more 
exciting prospect by the Arsenal 
scout Giles Grimandi who has 
watched the 19-year-old at the 
Under-20 World Championships in 
Canada.

Arsenal are paying around 2m 
pounds to the Argentine club 
Rosario Central for Di Maria, who 
is known as "the Little Angel" and 

who has scored two goals in four 
games as Argentina have reached 
the last four of the tournament. 
After it finishes he will join Pedro.

In addition to the pair and Vela, 
Wenger has already also signed 
the Brazilian Denilson, who has 
made the first team at Arsenal, as 
he pursues a policy of targeting 
South America.

The American billionaire Stan 
K roenke ,  meanwh i l e ,  has  
increased the pressure on the 
Arsenal board by stating publically 
that he wants further talks on the 
club's future.

Kroenke holds a 12 per cent 
stake in Arsenal and refused to 
sign an agreement that he would 
not mount a formal bid within the 
next year when he recently met 
chairman Peter Hill-Wood and 
managing director Keith Edelman.

AFP, Kuala Lampur

Three-time champi-
ons Iran are looking 
to continue their 
quarterfinal edge 
over South Korea at 
the Asian Cup here 
Sunday. 

For the fourth 
consecutive tournament Korea and 
Iran are meeting in the quarterfinals, 
with the Iranians leading 2-1 on 
head-to-head meetings. 

Iran outscored Korea 4-3 in the 
2004 quarterfinal, lost 2-1 after extra 
time in 2000 and thumped the 
Koreans 6-2 in 1996. 

Overall the Iranians lead Korea 3-
2 in matches at the tournament. 

"This is a knockout match and it is 
very important for our team to con-
centrate and not make as many 
mistakes as our last few games," 
Iran coach Amir Ghalenoei said 
Saturday. 

"We know the Korean team very 
well because we have already 
played them in the qualifying 
matches. 

"They are a very strong team and 
we have to work hard to correct the 
weak points that we have had in our 
earlier games. 

"The important thing will be to 
play a disciplined tactical system. 

We have to concentrate on defence 
to counter the pace of the Koreans." 

Ghalenoei said his side has an 
advantage over the Koreans having 
played all three of their previous 
games at the Bukit Jalil National 
Stadium here. 

"By winning the group, we 
improved our team spirit and we also 
won the right to stay here for the 
knockout stage," he said. 

"We have been here now for over 
two weeks so we are familiar with the 
environment, the climate and all of 
the facilities." 

Iran, who won a hat-trick of Asian 
Cups from 1968-1976 but are seek-
ing their first Asian Cup title in 31 
years after beating Bahrain 4-2 in the 
third place playoff at the 2004 tour-
nament in China. 

Should Iran get past the Koreans 
they have the incentive of a likely 
semifinal here against Iraq, who they 
last beat 1-0 in the group phase of 
the 2000 Asian Cup in Lebanon. 

South Korea's Dutch coach Pim 
Verbeek says challenges don't come 
bigger for his team than beating Iran. 

"Since our arrival here most 
people we have talked to have said 
that Iran are one of the strongest 
teams and they are one of the 
favourites to win the Asian Cup," 
Verbeek said Saturday. 

"I think that they're right because 

they are an experienced team, they 
have a lot of foreign-based players 
and so far they've played well. 

"I don't think the challenges come 
much bigger than Iran. We played well 
against Indonesia but we have to play 
even better tomorrow to go through to 
the next round." 

But Verbeek believes the strong 
Korean team ethic will help to carry 
them through. 

"I think if you look at the quality of 
the players, their experience and the 
way that they have played so far, 
than I can only say that Iran probably 
have better players than us. 

"But although we may not have 
better players, we have a very strong 
team and I think we will win the game 
tomorrow." 

The Koreans have some insight 
into the Iranian team set-up through 
their Iranian-American assistant 
coach Afshin Ghotibi, who has an in-
depth knowledge of Iranian football. 

"Afshin knows everything about 
Iranian football and in big games like 
this, it's good to know everything 
about the opponent, about their 
system and the strengths and 
weaknesses of individual players," 
Verbeek said. 

"I think it's definitely an advan-
tage to have him with us."

Wenger signs 'Little Angel'

Iran eye edge over Korea 

INTERNET, undated

Italy coach Roberto Donadoni has 
broken his silence on Francesco 
Totti's decision to retire from interna-
tional football.

“Francesco spoke the truth and 
is a loyal and honest person,” said 
the Azzurri boss after Friday's 
announcement.

“Only those who wanted to spread 
vicious gossip said otherwise. We 
discussed the matter in depth and I 
was kept up to date with his decision.”

Initially Totti had said he would 
return to the squad when he had fully 
recovered from the fractured ankle 

he sustained in February 2006.
After a year-long hiatus, in which 

he won the Capocannoniere and 
Golden Shoe titles with 26 Serie A 
goals, the Roma man confirmed he'd 
play “the important games” against 
France and Ukraine in September.

However, the FIGC complained 
and insisted that there could be no 
part-time Italian internationals, so on 
Friday he officially hung up his Azzurri 
boots.

“Some may say I didn't do enough 
to keep him, but that's all pub talk,” 
continued Donadoni.

“I am disappointed not to have him in my 
team, as he is one of the best players in 
Italy. But I respect his choice, which was 
both professional and human. He 
pondered this long and hard, realising 
how important it was.”

Donadoni accepts 
Totti's decision

FRANCESCO TOTTI

Tiger bites fan
INTERNET, undated

A female spectator on Saturday 
needed stitches in a head wound 
after being hit by a wild shot by world 
number one Tiger Woods. 

Jennifer Wilson, 63, from County 
Antrim, Northern Ireland, was cut on 
the left side of her head when she 
was struck by Woods' sliced 
approach to the par-5 sixth hole in his 
third round of the British Open 
Championship at Carnoustie. 

Defending champion Woods 
apologised and gave Mrs Wilson a 
signed glove and ball before play 
continued. 

Mrs Wilson's husband, Cecil, 
said: "We were standing 30 yards 
short of the green and I said to 
Jennifer 'get your crash helmet on, 
Tiger's coming'. I could not believe it 
when Jennifer then got clunked, but 
he does go off line from time to time. 
She just sank to her knees and we 
laid her down flat. 

"She's had two stitches and there 
was quite a lot of blood. A guy in the 
crowd said he was a doctor but to be 
honest we didn't really need him. 
She was pretty quiet and several 
people helped to get pieces of paper 
and napkins to stem the bleeding. 
She is hoping to go back and see 
some more golf." 

Mr Wilson added: "Tiger said 'I'm 
very sorry ma'am'. When he left I 
shouted 'have a good next shot and 
get a birdie'. 

"My wife did him a favour, she 
headed it back in for him." 
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