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DANIDA OFFICIAL RECOUNTS HORRIFYING EXPERIENCE

Outlawed syndicate abducted
him for ransom

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

An official of Danida, who was
rescued from a two-week captivity
on July 8, blamed an unidentified
outlawed syndicate for engaging
poverty-stricken tribal teenagers to
abduct him forransom.

While narrating his horrifying
experience to the media at
Chittagong Cantonment yesterday,
Danida Programme Officer Hossain
Shahid Suman said continued
combing operation of the security
forces and the support of the tribal
people forced the abductors to
release him at a time when he
almost gave up the hope for life.

Suman was abducted along with
his driver while attending a coordi-
nator meeting of NGOs at
Khyaburipara village near Thanchi
upazila headquarters in Bandarban
districton June 25.

‘I was on a hilltop Machan (a

platform on bamboo structure)
when four gunmen appeared there
asking for a foreign official of Danida
who was supposed to attend the
meeting," said Suman.

“As my foreign colleague was
absent, they took me along with my
driver Hanif down the hill where
another eight people, all wearing
black clothes and wielding weap-
ons, joined them,” he said.

Ofthe kidnappers, six had sophis-
ticated AK 47 assault guns, two had
revolver and pistol while the rest had
sharp weapons with them.

"They took away my mobile,
money amounting to around Tk
11,000 and ATM card before they
forced us to board a boat, and
after a 45-minute ride we got off
the boat and began to walk
through the rugged hilly terrain,"
said Suman.

“We walked through the inacces-
sible forest for the next three days,”

he added.

“They made makeshift shades
with polythene paper and bamboos
to pass the night and offered us half-
boiled rice with snails or crabs that
we could hardly take,” he said.

“On the 3rd night, driver Hanif
managed to flee and that prompted
the kidnappers to start fleeing to the
dense forest,” he added.

"The next four days passed in the
same way when | tried to know
about the abductors and their
motive,” said Suman.

They identified themselves as
members of Pahari People's Army
(PPA) and said they get a monthly
salary of Tk 120 each.

The kidnappers were Marma
and Tripura and appeared to have
developed a hatred for Chakma,
said Suman.

He quoted the kidnappers as
saying that they need money for
procuring firearms and this

prompted them for abduction to
realise ransom.

They said they expected to
realise Tk 1 crore in ransom from the
foreigner they targeted to abduct
and Tk 30 to 40 lakh for his release.

“One morning when the kidnap-
pers were preparing to cook food
while the rest went out to stand
guard, an exchange of gunfire could
be heard,” said Suman.

“It prompted the men who were
holding me hostage to run away
leaving me behind,” he added.

“As they did not return, | ventured
to leave the place and came to a
stream where | got fainted,” he went
on.

"A 20-member patrol team of
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) found me
nearly dead lying on a stone in a
stream Singapaijhiri, which was
some 110km away from Bandarban
district at around 10:30am on July
08,"he added.

PHOTO: STAR
Syed Nazimuddin, senior vice-president of Bank Asia, speaks at a press conference on Rangs building at a city hotel
yesterday. On his left are Maj (retd) Abul Fattah, Kutub Uddin, corporate manager of Rangs, Habibur Rahman, direc-
tor of Rangs Pharmaceuticals, and Dr Yunus Khan Majlish. (Story on Page 1)

EC to get all-out
support for
holding free, fair
polls

Says foreign adviser
BssS, Dhaka

Foreign Affairs Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury yesterday said
the present caretaker government
would extend all-out cooperation
and support to the Election
Commission (EC) for implementing
its July 15 election road map for free,
fairand credible polls.

"The elections to the 9th Jatiya
Sangsad will be held as per the
schedule that has been already
announced," he said while address-
ing an award giving function of the
Television Reporters' Association of
Bangladesh (TRAB) at Osmani
Memorial Hall.

The adviser said the present
government has successfully imple-
mented various programmes,
including constitution of the inde-
pendent Election Commission,
reconstitution and strengthening of
the Anti-Corruption Commission and
freeing the Public Service
Commission from politicisation.

Besides, he said, the govern-
ment is working to constitute an
independent Human Rights
Commission. The government is
also going to formulate a law
related to the Peoples' Right to
Information, he said, adding, these
are being done for the welfare of the
people.

He said there is no denying the
fact that media have extended their
all-out cooperation towards dis-
charging the responsibility of the
government.

Kader Mansur chaired the
function.

SC reopens
today

UNB, Dhaka

After a 42-day annual vacation, the
Supreme Court reopens today,
court sources said.

The Supreme Court went on
annual vacation on June 10.

Gono Forum
leader Pankaj
hospitalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Pankaj Bhattacharya, a presidium
member of Gono Forum, was admit-
ted to Ibrahim Cardiac Hospital in
the city after suffering a heart attack
on Friday.

He felt severe pain in the chest at
around 5:00pm and was admitted to
the Coronary Care Unit (CCU) in a
critical condition.

"He had a heart attack before
being admitted to the CCU," said an
official of the hospital.

He is under supervision of Senior
Consultant DR Tanjid Ahmed.

Build society free from
discrimination

Say women rights activists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Women rights activists yesterday
called for building a society free from
discrimination through changing
attitude towards women in their
workplaces.

They also called on the government
to give recognition to the contribution of
women to socio-economic develop-
mentofthe country.

The call came at a view exchange
meeting with women professionals
organised by Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad at the Cirdap auditorium in
the city, with its Vice-President Nargis

Zafarinthe chair.

Parishad General Secretary
Ayesha Khanam said women are still
facing various forms of discrimination
and violence in theirworkplaces.

She also underscored the need to
ensure economic empowerment of
women alongside their political
empowerment.

Rakhi Das Purokayastha said
women constitute half the population
and they have significant contribution
to socio-economic development but
did not get any recognition for their
role.

Discussion

International Business Forum of
Bangladesh (IBFB) will hold a
discussion on 'Trade and investment
with Japan'. Venue: Best Western la
VinciHotel. Time: 12:30pm.

Workshop

The closing session of a workshop titled
'Working together for health rights',
organised by Marie Stopes Clinic
Society, will be held. Venue: Dhaka
Sheraton Hotel. Time: 4:00pm.

Rotary Dhaka West

The installation of the office bearers of
Rotary Club of Dhaka West will be held.
Venue: Uttara Club. Time: 8:00pm.

Convention

Strong Local Government National
Convention will be held. Venue: Biam
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Foundation. Time: 9:00am.
Vaoia Asar

Vaoia Angan, Dhaka organises Vaoia
Asar-17. Venue: Narigrantha
Prabartona. Time: 5:00pm.

Astronomical

Assoc programme

Bangladesh Astronomical Association
organises a programme to mark the
14th death anniversary of Prof
Mohammad Abdul Jabbar, pioneer of
astronomy practice in Bangladesh.
Venue: Russian Cultural Centre. Time:
5:30pm.

Talk

The Asiatic Society of Bangladesh
organises a special talk on
contemporary art. Venue: Seminar
room of the society. Time: 4:30pm.
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Light to moderate rain likely
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office said in aforecast.

5:23am tomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
gusty or squally wind is likely at most places over all the divisions in
the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Moderately heavy to heavy rainfall is also likely at places, Met

Highest temperature 31.5 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Rangpur and lowest 23.5 degree Celsius at Mongla.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:47pm today and rises at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
maijor cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 25.9 25.0 89 93
Chittagong 26.0 249 95 93
Rajshahi 255 24.0 95 100
Khulna 28.5 245 100 93
Barisal 271 242 98 90
Sylhet 28.7 24.3 98 95
Cox's Bazar 27.5 25.0 91 94

Oli declares
91-member
party committee

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Col (retd) Oli Ahmed-led Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) yesterday
announced names of 91 members
of its national executive committee
with Oli Ahmed and Jahanara
Begum as its president and secre-
tary general.

The LDP split on June 27--eight
months after its formation--as both
its president AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury and executive president
Oli Ahmed claimed to have majority
support of party leaders.

The 10 presidium members of
the Col Oli-led LDP are Jahanara
Begum, Alamgir Kabir, Redwan
Ahmed (now detained in jail), Abdul
Karim Abbasi (now detained in jail),
Maj Gen (retired) Anwarul Kabir
Talukder, Moni Sawpan Dewan,
Ziaur Rahman Khan, Mohammad
Ali Jinnah, Ali Kadar and Abdul
Mukit Khan.

The executive president of the
party is Shaikh Razzaq Ali and there
are 17 vice-presidents.

Names of the rest 160 members
of the party's executive committee
would be declared later, said
Sahadat Hossein Selim, an LDP
jointsecretary general.

KAMRUL MURDER
Family fears
underhand
dealings by
police

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Family members of Kamrul Islam
Momin, killed in front of his house at
Kafrul in 2005, fear underhand
dealings by police as they dropped
the name of prime suspect OC AKM
Rafiqul Islam from the charge sheet
of the case.

Momin's father Abdur Razzak
had filed the murder case with Kafrul
Police Station accusing then
Motijheel Police Station officer in
charge (OC) Rafiq and 25 others.

In a press conference at Crime
Reporters' Association in the city
yesterday, the family members of
Momin, a Commerce College
student in Mirpur, rejected the
charge sheet as the police dropped
the names of OC Rafiq and 20
others -- primarily accused in the
first information report (FIR). They
also demanded measures for their
security.

Momin's family sources told The
Daily Star that Rafiqg's brother-in-law
Shyamol had threatened them
recently saying, "We will throw all of
you out of your house when Rafiq
comes out of jail."

Momin's family members played
a recorded video interview given to
a private TV channel on September
26, 2005. During the interview,
Jewel and Zia, self-proclaimed hired
guns, told reporters at Rab 4 office
that OC Rafig had hired them to kill
Momin.

Momin, 18, was killed by a gang
of criminals in front of his house at
Kafrul when he was going to college
on September 13, 2005.

On October 16, 2005, prime
accused Rafig was sent to jail after
he surrendered to a Dhaka court
seeking ad interim bail in connection
with the killing. He has been in jail
custody ever since.

After one year and eight months
into the investigation, on May 13,
2007, Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) pressed charges
against seven people in the murder
case.

Abdur Razzak, Momin's father,
urged the authorities concerned not
to accept the charge sheet and
demanded more investigation into
the case by any other agency but
the CID.

Family members of Momin also
urged the concerned authorities to
ensure inclusion of OC Rafiq and
other suspects in the charge sheet
and conduct the case under Speedy
Trial Tribunal.
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Participants at a roundtable on 'Coal policy of Bangladesh: Present context' held at The Daily Star office in the city yesterday. The weekly Shaptahik 2000

organised the event. (Story on Page 16)

Fraud brokers swindle

FROM PAGE 1

submitted their passports and two
filled-up forms three months agoto a
broker in Mirpur for Korean language
training for going to South Korea.

He said the name of the training
institute was not even mentioned.
Asked if they learned the language,
he said the broker told them that they
themselves would have to hire a
teachertolearn the language.”

"Three months ago the broker
said we could go to Korea in two
months, but there has been no
progress tillnow," he said adding that
a number of people in Bikrampur
also paid money to such brokers.

The broker told the prospective
workers that they will have to pay Tk
8 lakh to Tk 8.5 lakh to go to South
Korea, Anisur Rahman said.

Meanwhile, Mahtab Alam, a
businessman from Islampur in the
capital said there are dozens of
brokers who are actively involved in
cheating hundreds of people with
similar promises.

"These brokers have been send-
ing people to various countries for a
long time. People interested to go to
South Korea therefore also have
reasons to believe that their prom-
ises are authentic," he said.

The Ministry of Expatriates'
Welfare and Overseas Employment
in a recent circular said some vested
interest groups are trying to create

problems in the process of exporting
manpower to South Korea to tarnish
the image of Bangladesh Overseas
Employment Services Limited
(BOESL), a state owned recruiting
agency, which is the only company
authorised to send workers to that
country.

BOESL and the South Korean
Ministry of Labour are entitled to
arrange recruitment of workers for
that country under a special system
called Employment Permit System
(EPS). A memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) in this regard was
signed on June 4 between
Bangladesh and South Korea.

"There is no scope for any other
recruiting agency to send
Bangladeshi workers to South Korea
now," said Abdul Matin Chowdhury,
secretary to the expatriates' welfare
ministry. Many formalities, including
fixing the migration cost and medical
tests are yet to be planned and
determined, he noted.

Talking about the procedure, he
said the government will make public
through television and newspapers
the amount of money that will be
required for going to South Korea.
The amount will be fixed jointly by
Bangladesh and South Korea, he
said.

Those interested to go to South
Korea will have to undergo a Korean

language proficiency test which will
be conducted in Bangladesh by the
Korean labour ministry, Matin
Chowdhury added.

Only those who will pass the test
will be included on the roster, he said
adding that the workers will then
have to fill up a form giving their
detailed information and desired
salaries. Only the workers selected
by South Korean employers will be
senttothat country.

He cautioned interested candi-
dates not to pay any money to any
broker or agency for the purpose of
migrating to South Korea, because
there is no scope for any private
agency to be involved in the process
directly orindirectly.

South Korea will hire workers for
sectors like agriculture, construction,
fisheries and services, he said
adding that they cannot say exactly
the number of workers South Korea
will take.

"The number will depend on how
many workers pass the tests," he
said.

Korea presently has a plan to
hire 10,000 workers from
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Kyrgyzstan
and East Timor under EPS, he
added.

Pratibha elected India's president

FROM PAGE 1
India," Patil said in a brief statement
to reporters. "This is a victory of the
principles of which our Indian people
uphold," she said flashing the victory
sign to her supporters.

Her candidacy was dogged by
unprecedented mudslinging from
the moment it was agreed upon by
coalition members, marring the
usually genteel process of presiden-
tial elections.

Hundreds of delighted Congress
supporters danced in the streets as
the results were announced, bang-
ing drums and setting off firecrack-
ers outside her home in New Delhi
and in her hometown in the state of
Maharashtra.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
and Sonia Gandhi the head of the
Congress party were among the
first to visit her home to congratulate
her. She will be sworn in for a five-
year term as India's 13th president
onJuly 25.

The election of a woman to the
largely ceremonial post continues
an Indian tradition using the presi-
dency to bolster disadvantaged
communities.

Hindu-majority India has had
three Muslim presidents, including

incumbent APJ Abdul Kalam, since
winning independence from Britain
in 1947. It has also had a president
from the minority Sikh community,
and Kalam's predecessor, K. R.
Narayanan, came from the bottom
of the society's complex social
hierarchy.

While India has had several
women in positions of power most
notably Indira Gandhi, who was
elected to the more powerful posi-
tion of prime minister in 1966, and
her daughter-in-law, Sonia Gandhi_
many women still face rampant
discrimination.

Many Indian families regard daugh-
ters as a liability due to a tradition
requiring a bride's family to pay a
groom's family a large dowry of cash
and gifts. As a consequence their
education is often neglected, and
many don't get adequate medical
treatmentwhenill.

International groups estimate
that some 10 million female fetuses
have been aborted in the country
overthe lasttwo decades.

It was not clear how much impact
Patil will have as president.

Opponents derided her nomina-
tion, saying she lacked the national
stature for the job and her only

qualification was her unswerving
loyalty to the powerful Gandhi family.

Her emergence onto the national
stage also highlighted several
scandals involving family members,
two of who are under investigation
by police.

And her comments ahead of the
election calling on Indian women to
abandon wearing headscarves was
roundly denounced by Muslim
leaders and by historians  who
disputed her assertion that women
only started wearing themin India to
save themselves from 16th century
Musliminvaders.

The nomination of Patil also
surprised many, given her lack of
national recognition despite more
than four decades in politics.

Patil was a lawyer before she
joined politics and became a mem-
ber of the state legislature in 1962.
She was appointed a minister sev-
eral times in the Maharashtra state
government between 1962 and
1985. In the following decade, she
served as a member of Indian
Parliament.

Her most recent post was as
governor of the northern state of
Rajasthan.

Bangladeshi made chief of Ivory Coast village

FROM PAGE 1

something in the villages, they
must do it through the chiefs or take
their consent, though the post of a
chiefis notagovernmentone.

The village chief is a hereditary
position. But when there is a lack of
successor, the villagers collectively
decide abouta new chief.

An incident taking place a few
months ago exemplifies the degree
of respect and dignity a chief pos-
sesses. In December, miscreants
beat up a chief near a major city
called Bouake and sent him to
hospital. The locals believed the
Ivorian national Army was behind it.
This belief created strong resistance
and as aresult Ivory Coast President
Laurent Gbagbo could not come to
Yamoussoukro for several months.

Eventually, Gbagbo sent a spe-
cial representative to the locals,
negotiated with them and after that
could make his planned visit.

The village king on the other
hand is superior to a band of several
village chiefs combined. A group of
10 to 12 villages has one such king.
Besides, the townspeople also have
their own chiefs.

Prior to the Bangladeshi delega-
tion's visit to Lazarekro on July 15, Lt
Col Jahangir discussed the trip with
thevillagers.

The villagers spontaneously
decided to honour the head of the
delegation. They discussed it with
the nearby chiefs and the concerned
village king and decided to honour
Brig Gen Rafiqul as the village king.
Intriguingly, they did not forget to
take Jahangir's permission.

At the coronation, Rafiqul was
given a traditional dress, a king's
crown and a thick gold chain to wear
around his neck. He was handed
over a sceptre and a throne to siton.
No villager is allowed to wear the
same special dress given to the chief
and the king.

Then followed indigenous rituals
and a cultural programme where
villagers performed traditional songs

and dances.

Afterwards, the villagers pre-
sented the king with agricultural
products that they had produced. As
per tradition he was presented with a
goat. Later Brig Gen Rafiqul distrib-
uted these gifts among the villagers.

During the ceremony, Lazarekro
declared friendship between his
village and chief Jahangir's village
Balihari in Haripur upazila of
Thakurgaon district of Bangladesh.

As part of formality for this sym-
bolic friendship, Jahangir was given
a village chief's traditional dress
designated for the Balahari village
chief. The innocent Ivorians believe
that like them, Bangladeshi villages
must also have chiefs.

Such a display of respect for
Bangladeshi troops is not limited to
Lazarekro. This kind of attitude
towards Bangladeshi peacekeepersis
common in other villages under the
eastand west sectors of the UN Peace
Keeping Missionin lvory Coast.

The show of respect even found
its way in Ivory Coast's educational
city Yamoussoukro where all educa-
tional institutions invite Bangladeshi
peacekeepers as special guests at
their year-ending ceremony or prize
distribution ceremony. The officers
are often seen handing over the
prizes to the winner students.

Like Banbat-4, two other
Bangladeshi battalions Banbat-1
and Banbat-3 are also very popular
among the local people, noted local
journalists of Yamoussoukro.

"Bangladeshi contingents are
always near to the people. That is
why they are popular among the
Ivorians," said Ousmane Diallo, a
localjjournalist.

Everywhere else in Ivory Coast
Bangladeshi troops stand for coop-
eration and helping hands. Beyond
their designated duties, the
Bangladeshi troops always try to
help the local people solve various
problems.

"We have gained some of their
confidence," Lt Col Jahangir told

The Daily Star. He credited his
predecessor commander Col
Humayun Bakht (presently Brig
Gen)for this popularity.

"He started these things and |
have tried to improve upon that. We
try to help the local people in every
way."

The impoverished Lazarekro
village is located 25 kilometres off
Yamoussoukro city in a remote
location. To go there, one has to
drive about 13 kilometres of de-
shaped earthen road through a
jungle. There is no supply of electric-
ity and water.

ALazarekro villager who works in
Yamoussoukro met Lt Col Jahangir
requesting him to make a visit to his
village. The friendship between this
village and Bangladesh began from
this point. Banbat-4 members then
extended helping hand to the villag-
erstodevelopit.

Jahangir has sought UN help to
install a deep tube-well in the village
to permanently solve the water
crisis. He is hopeful that it will be
resolved soon.

"That would be the great
achievement for this village," he
said.

He has also tried to improve the
road infrastructure of Lazarekro.
Such help has made the
Bangladeshi troops trustworthy for
the villagers.

That is why the villagers had
made Jahangir their honorary chief
in December last year. That function
was attended by Yamoussoukro's
political leaders, representative of
the city's governor, other local impor-
tant personalities and UN mission
officials.

"They've seen that foreign troops
like us are helping them. In return
they've honoured us. | don't have
any power over that village,"
Jahangir noted.

20 injured as
RMG workers

clash in Gazipur
Factory ransacked

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

At least 20 workers were injured
and a garment factory was ran-
sacked during clashes between
workers of two garments factories in
Gazipur yesterday morning.

The clash erupted at around
9:30am after workers of Stockholm
Knitwear Ltd. beat up two workers of
Merchant Sweater over allegations
that the two teased female workers
of Stockholm Knitwear, witnesses
said.

Both the factories are in the same
building at Bhogra in Sadar Upazila.
Stockholm Knitwear is on the first
floor and the Merchant Sweater is on
the second floor of the Islam Tower.

Hearing the news of beating,
hundreds of workers of Merchant
Sweater attacked the Stockholm
Knitwear factory and vandalised 16
knitting machines and pieces of
cloths, sources said.

Later, the Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) and police stepped in to bring
the situation under control.

The law enforcers also brought
the authorities of the two factories to
a negotiating table at noon and
settled the issue. They reached a
decision that the Merchant Sweater
will pay Tk 2 lakh compensation to
Stockholm Knitting and action will be
taken against the workers responsi-
ble.
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Qulkhwani of
Faezul Huqg
today

UNB, Dhaka

Qulkhwani of former state minister
for jute AK Faezul Huq will be held at
his Baridhara residence after Asr
prayers today.

Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested to attend the
qulkhwani.

Faezul Huq, the son of Sher-e-
Bangla AK Fazlul Huq, passed away
due to a cardiac arrest at a city hospi-
talon Thursday at the age of 64.

Enumeration of
voter list begins in
Rajshahi July 29

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Enumeration of the voter list with
photographs is likely to begin in
Rajshahion July 29.

Sources said two election com-
missioners are coming to Rajshahi
today on a two-day visit to see the
preparations for the enumeration.

The commissioners are Sahul
Hossain and Brig Gen (retd) M
Shakhawat Hossain.

On the first day, they will meet
government officials and will
exchange views with the local elites
on the following day.

Bangladeshi
selected for zero
gravity flight

BssS, Dhaka

Rafiqul Islam, a Bangladeshi student,
has been selected for Zero Gravity
Flight by World Space Week
Association based in Houston USA.

World Space Week Association
arranges Zero Gravity Flight free of
cost under 'Youth Inspiration
Programme' for meritorious students.

This year 4 students have been
selected from Bangladesh, Thailand,
Colombia and Czech Republic, said a
press release of Bangladesh
Astronomical Society yesterday.

They will ride on a special plane on
October6,2007 in Las Vegas Nevada,
USA, which will make several para-
bolic dives up to 45,000 feet altitude to
create zero gravity simulation. The
students will be floating like birds for 20
to25seconds.
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