Fertiliser, energy prices
won't be hiked for now

-Govt asks for comprehensive proposal from ministries

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The ndvisory committes on eco-
nomic alfaies yesterday held backa
proposal for price hike of urea
Hettitlser and dsked the ministries
coricernod to prepare a compre-
hqn;hm proposal for possible price
Ineréases of gas, petroleum prod-
uursand eleclricity.

Fhe ministries wlll work
tonahet Ib1|:|tepam it proposal for
price hike of power, energy md

fertiliser, and the council of advis-
ers will decide on it," Finance
Adviser Mirza Azizul Islam told
reporters after a meeting of the
commities he heads.

"It is an important matter as
different sectors like agriculture ae
related with the price increase. So,
we will have (o examine the matter
holistically,” hesaid,

The commitiee alse held back a
shipping ministry proposal for
building the country's first deep-

st port af Sonadia Island.

Meeting sources said the gov-
ernment is taking time before
raising fertiliser price as it may
adversely affect agriculture sector.
"Government will review all possi
ble impacts of increased prices, So,
the matter has been referred 1o the
advisory committee, the highest
decision making body,” one spurce
pointed out.

The industries ministry

SEE PAGE 192 COL 2

No reforms
until Hasina

released

Asserts Zillur
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Acting president of Awani League
(AL) Zillur Rahman vesterday said
no reforms end council would ke
place unless Sheikh Hasina is
released.

"Everyone in the party thinks
there must not be any reforms or
council till our leader is freed," he
sald at a press briefing at his
Gulshan residence.

Zillur Rahman, one of the doy-
ens of the country's politics, said,
"The work on reforms will begin

SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

A‘ii firm filling
up Gulshan
Lake for
billboard

STAFK CORRESPONDENT

An ndvertise firm is erecting a bill-
beard [illing up a portion of Gulshan
Lake heside Kaluchandpur
Gudaraghat on Guishan-1-
Mohakhidi linkroad.

An official of the add firm
Nepuane clnimed they have per-
misslon from Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC). But the DCC
official congerned brushed aside
the ¢laim and sald they are not
allowing anyone to construct any
roadside billboards orsigns.

During a visit to the spot, work-
ers were seen laying concrete
foundations of a high iron poll on

_whith the billbourd would hang,
HUEE PAGE 18 COL 2

Reforms required,
not imposed ones

Discussion on changes in
political parties observes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

PHOTO STAR

An advertisement firm fills up a partion of Guishan Laka nexi to Mohakhall-Gulshan+1 Link Road in the capital and

erects a concrete foundationfora billbosrd allegedly Wwithout Dhaka City Corporation's permission,

Leaders of major political parties, a
former adviser to the caretaker
govermment, and members of the
civil soclety yesterday said splitting
the major political parties or forced
refurms will bring no good for the
country.

Terming refarms in the political
parties and the whole political
systermm a must, they said reforms
will have to come fiom within the
parties to have a meaningful
impacton politics or bring positive
changestoit.

They advised the political par-
ties to elect party leadership dema-
cratically, establish collective
leadership, and ensure account-
ability and [ransparency in operat-
ing party funds to have a meaning-
ful reform.,

“The reform will not bring
positive results for the country if it
is forced or means splitiing rhe

. Democratic Party leader, moder-

existing political parties,” said
former adviser Dr Akbar Ali Khanat
i discussion titled "Reforms of
politica] parties: Contemporary
thoughts nnd debates” at the Jatiya
Press Club,

Coalition for Good Governance
in assoclation with Neeti
Gabeshona Kendra organised the
discussion with former Dhaka
University vice-chancellor Prol
Emajuddin Ahmedin the chain

Firoz M Hasan, former Liberal

ated the programme while
Mahbubul Haque Ripon of Neeti
Gabeshona Kendra presented the
keynote paper.

"Soliation will not come if anly
the parties are split in the name of
reforms,” Dr Akbar said, adding
that if refurms are enforced, those
will not work properly and it would
betough to keep them existing.

"Reforms will have to be carried

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

NGOs ésked to spemd
50pc foreign funds
on visible dev WOl‘k

STATF CORRESPONDENT

The non-government organisa-
tions (NGOs) will have to ensure
accountablility in getting and
spending foreign funds and dedi-
cate half the money (o 1angible
development work, says a recent
circularby the NGO Affairs Bureau.

Issued on Tuesday in the light of
a notification from the ammy head-
quarters on July 9, the circular says
the NGO Affairs Burcau and Social
Welfare Directorate will closely
observe various invisible
programmes like public awareness

‘campaigns and trainings under-

taken by the NGOs to ensure
accountahility,

“At least 50 percent of the for-
¢ign funding will have to be spent
on visible development like build-
ing and upkeep of roads, schools
and culverts and excavation or re-
excavation of canals, " i1 rends,

The decision has been taken at
the 11th meeting on July 3 review.
ing the activities of the joint forees

deployed inaidof lhudwﬂuhninll-

tration and law enfo -

ciesunder the state ufemerxmm
The notification mentions that

one of the agenda of the metting

was activities of theNGOs,

It asked the co:inarueﬂﬂﬂﬁah
at the Bureau o take: STEPE § .
ing to the dec[siun,ufﬁm ng

that also discussed how m'ii'un
down projects that are not of any
benefitto thepeaple,

Talking to The Daily Star last
evening, Khushi Kablr, Lo~
ordingtor of Nijere Korl, gues-
tioned the validinrofthe citcular.

Shesaid, “Wedon'tsee llwdﬂl!(
Adviser's Office's oumﬁw with
the circular though ] e
underit.” o s w

*OF eourse, the authorties can
monitor our activities; we have no
problem with that, But dhding.
where we'll have to spend half the
funds is not acceptable,” she
adsled, .

The donors approve projects

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4 .

First ODI today

Bistiwairt ROY from Colotmbo

Under heightened security, there
was hardly any buzz in the city
about the three-match one-day
series between Bangladesh and S
Lanka which starts today but there
was no short of excitement in the
visitory' tentahead of the frst game

tabe heldat the P Sara Stadium.
The energetic and youthful
Bangladesh side became more
SEE 19 COL 4

Corlinans nbphy

Crickel updales are now in your pockel,

Just dial

8Cri ezn)

E&

Hasina -receivés
ACC letter,

Says it's full of em:rrs
UNB, Dhaka 3 i3

Diotained Awami Lesgue Man
Shelkh Hasina said the notiteissued
upon her o submit wealth state-

ment is full of mistakes, hut her
claim was dismissied by the a\nn—
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