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health,busservices,airlines&traintiming

Libraries, Cultural and 
Information Centers
Central Public Library- 8626001-4,  
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673 
Bangla Academy- 8619550
Islamic Foundation- 9550280, 
9556407
Nazrul Institute- 9114602
Ford Foundation- 8116133
Alliance Francaise- 8611557
Information Resource Center, The 
American Center - 8813440-4, 
9886395-9
British Council- 8618867-8, 
8618905-7
Community Development Library- 
8113769, 8113604
Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka- 
9126525-6
Indian Information Centre & 
Cultural Library- 8850141-2
The Russian Cultural Centre- 
9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125, 
8112954, 8123412
Press Institute of Bangladesh 
(PIB) 9330081-4

Subarna Express Leaves Dhaka at 4:30 pm Reaches Chittagong at 10:35 pm
Mahanagar Prabhati Leaves Dhaka at 7-30 am Reaches Chittagong at 1-55 pm
Mahanagar Godhuli Leaves Dhaka at 3-15 pm Reaches Chittagong at 10-55 pm
Turna Leaves Dhaka at 11-00 pm Reaches Chittagong at 6-40 am
Parabat Express Leaves Dhaka at 6-40 am Reaches Sylhet at 2-30 pm
Joyantika Express Leaves Dhaka at 12-45 pm Reaches Sylhet at 9-20 pm
Upaban Express Leaves Dhaka at 9-45 pm Reaches Sylhet at 6-40 am
Tista Express Leaves Dhaka at 7-00 am Reaches Bahadurabad at 1-05 pm
Ekata Express Leaves Dhaka at 5-00 pm Reaches Bahadurabad at 11-15 
Upakul Express Leaves Dhaka at 8-00 pm Reaches Noakhali at 5-00 am
Agnibeena Express Leaves Dhaka at 9-20 pm Reaches Jagannath at 2-30 pm

TRAIN TIMING

lines

Aeroflot

9559930, 9559111, Fax: 9563787

Air India

8617783, 8611929, Fax: 9670591

Biman Bangladesh Airlines

8917400-19  9560151, 9559610 

Airport Office: 8917400, Fax:8913005

British Airways

8815111, Fax: 8815346, 

Cathay Pacific

9557117, Fax: 9562667

Druk Air 

9862243, 9892862, 

Emirates

9892801, 9885574-75 

GMG Airlines

8825845-9, Airport Office: 

8960404,8915699, Fax: 8826115

Gulf Air

9130123-5, Airport Office: 8914573

Indian Airlines Ltd

9555915, 9557813, 

Kuwait Airways

9115182, 9118829

Malaysia Airlines

9888211-20

Airport Office: 8916953, Fax: 9890478

PIA 

9349293-5, Fax: 9345300 

Singapore Airlines

8811504-7, 9883259

Airport Office: 8911928, Fax: 8811503

Thai Airways

8314711-18, 8914343

Virgin Atlantic Airways

8816324-5, Fax: 9896481 

Drooti

8014563

Eagle Paribahan

7101504

Green Line Paribahan

9339623, 9342580, 8353005

Hanif Enterprise

9120116

Keya Paribahan

7101894, 7101250, 9121280

Modern Enterprise

9123743

Neptune A/C Coach Service

7101945, 7101951, 9123092

Shohag Paribahan (Pvt) Ltd

9334152, 8316766, 8126293

Shoukhin Paribahan

8014397, 9001796

Silk Line

7102461

Shyamoli Paribahan

9333803

Square Hospitals Ltd

Emergency: 8144466, 8144477, 

8144488, 01713377773, 

01714477774, 01713377775. Fax: 

880-2-9118921

Telephone: 8141522, 8142431, 

8144400, 8142333, 8159457, 

8129334, 01713141447.

Web: www.squarehospital.com

Email: info@squarehospital.com

Ahsania Mission Cancer & General 

Hospital

9008919, 8051618

Apollo Hospitals Dhaka

9891680-4, 01713046684/85

Emergency no. 9896623, 0171409000

Bangladesh Medical College & 
Hospital
9118202, 8115843

Central Hospital

9660015-19, 

China Bangla Hospital (JV) Ltd

8913674

Dhaka Medical College Hospital

8626812-16

Gana Shasthyo Kendra 
8617208, 8617383, 8620178, 

Greenland Hospital
8912663

Gulshan Mother & Child Clinic
8822738, 8812992

Holy Family Hospital
8311721-25

Islami Bank Hospital
9333739

Japan Bangladesh Friendship 
Hospital
8828855, 8827575 

Labaid Cardiac Hospital
8610793-8 

Marie Stopes Clinic
8821874

Medinova Medical Services Ltd
8620353, 

Monowara Hospital
8318135, 8319802

Pangu Hospital
9112150, 9113041

PG Hospital (BSMMU)
9614545-9, 9612550-4

Rashmono General Hospital

8317606, 9557354, 8317819

Ratan's Dental Clinic

9111090 

Salimullah Medical College Hospital

7319002-6

Samorita Hospital Ltd

9131901

Shahid Suhrawardy Hospital

9122560-78

Shishu Hospital

8116061-2, 9119119

United Hospital
8836444, 0194001234

Bangladesh Red Crescent Blood 

Bank

9116563

Modern Clinic & Blood Center

9883948

Sandhani, Dhaka Medical College

9668690
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Loudspeaker rental busi-
nesses in the capital continue 
to suffer losses as rentals took 
a nosedive due to ban on 
political activities in the coun-
try.

When the city dwellers 
breathed a sigh of relief as the 
nuisance of blaring music or 
political speeches has been 
put on hold at least for the time 
being, loudspeaker busi-
nesses on the other hand 
cannot wait for the ban on 
politics to be lifted.

Many loudspeaker busi-
nesses such as Taj mic, Habib 
mic, Taranga mic or Call 
Ready mic turned into house-
hold names as these busi-
nesses have also been an 
integral part of our cultural 
festivities for over 50 years.

Such a dry spell has never 
been experienced by the 
sector in the past, said loud-
speaker business owners.

"I have been in this busi-
ness for around 55 years now, 
and I doubt if even my ances-
tors went through such a bad 
phase before," said Akhter 
Hossain of Taranga mic ser-
vice.

The loudspeaker busi-
nesses usually long for the 
election season when they do 
brisk business. This year the 

sector has lost that opportu-
nity when the January 22 
elect ion was postponed. 
Many of them have already 
shut down their businesses.

There were many loud-
speaker rentals in the Nilkhet 
area, but Taj mic is the only 
surviving business in the area.

Rafiqul Islam, sales repre-
sentative of Taj mike said that 
their current revenues are 
barely enough to pay the rent 
of the warehouses. The owner 
of the establishment has been 
paying the salaries of the 
technicians from his own 
pocket.

"As the political and social 

events are our prime source 
of income, the prohibition on 
political activities has been 
really dire for our business. 
Use of loudspeakers have 
also been missing in different 
public occasions such as 
May Day, Pahela Baisakh 
and Eid-e-Miladunnabi," said 
Islam.

"While Waz Mehfils and 
other religious events used 
around 18 to 20 loudspeaker 
before, they use only 2 to 3 
loudspeakers these days," he 
added.

N u m b e r  o f  p u b l i c  
announcement service pro-
viders revealed that they 

managed to rent their loud-
speakers out in a handful of 
occasions over the last few 
months.

Joynal Abedin, owner of 
Turag mike service said that 
their loudspeaker has been 
rented out only once in the last 
6 months to announce a miss-
ing child.

According to sales repre-
sentatives from Taher mike 
services, twice they leased 
their loudspeaker mikes for 
the announcement of Janaza 
prayers and for a wedding 
ceremony.

Talking to a number of pub-
lic announcement service 

Loudspeakers go silent, businesses 
face uncertainty 

CITY CORRESPONDENT 
...............................................
. . . . .
Teachers-Student Centre at 
the University of Dhaka 
recently added a new sculp-
ture called Shantir Pakhi 
(birds of peace) to its prem-
ise. 

There are eleven birds, 
sitting on the branches of a 
tree spreading the mes-
sage of peace to the stu-
dents of DU. Placed in the 
middle of the front lawn of 
TSC, the new feature is a 
s c u l p t u r e  b y  s c u l p t o r  
Hamiduzzam Khan.

"Bird is a symbol of peace. 
With the current turmoil all 
over the world, people are 
gasping for peace ", said 
Hamiduzzaman Khan. 

"What could be a better 
place than TSC to spread 
the message of peace? The 
place is full of young minds, 
eager to learn something 
new. My message is for 
them", he added. 

The sculpture is 32-feet 
high. It took three months 
to finish the work. Khan 
used stainless steel as the 
media. "I wanted to use a 
media that would last for 

years  outdoors  in  the 
rough weather, which is 
why I chose stainless steel 
pipes", said Khan.

"I also wanted the sculp-
ture to correspond with the 
original features of the TSC 
building itself", he said.

Each of the birds weighs 
about 35 kilograms. The 
sculpture weighs about 500 
kilograms. Khan however, 
failed to disclose the total 
cost of the sculpture. 

Currently working as a 
professor of sculptor, Khan 
has about 60 open space 
sculptures.

New sculpture at 
DU to bolster 

message of peace 

providers revealed that hefty 
investments of around Tk 3 to 
Tk 6 lakhs were contributed 
specifically for the period of 
election. A number of busi-
nessmen claimed that they 
have become penniless after 
investing virtually everything 

they had.
"I bought 3 new loudspeak-

ers and around 20 coils of 
electrical wires to boost my 
public announcement system, 
along with an investment of 
around Tk 3 lakhs for the elec-
tion period. Now I'm clueless 

on what I am supposed to do 
with all these," said Joynal 
Abedin.

Abul Kalam Azad, owner of 
Taj mike believes that the 
situation would improve once 
the ban on internal political 
activities is lifted.

"I am optimistic that this is 
just a phase and we would 
recover our losses once the 
government takes off the ban 
on political activities. We just 
have to be patient till then," 
said Abul Kalam Azad.

The new sculpture at TSC.

The loudspeaker businesses usually long 
for the election season when they do brisk 
business. This year the sector has lost that 
opportunity when the January 22 election 
was postponed. Many of them have already 
shut down their businesses. There were 
many loudspeaker rentals in the Nilkhet 
area, but Taj mic is the only surviving busi-
ness in the area
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A mike shop in the city remains idle while a set of loudspeakers on a black taxicab announce some new government 
directives in the old part of the city.

FROM PAGE 21

Except those three, none of the 
concrete structures or tin sheds 
was in the original design of the 
committee, headed by the chief 
architect of the Department of 
Architecture.     

Later on, Mirza Abbas 
instructed construction of four 
more hexagon shaped sheds 
including Nageswar Chanpa 
beyond knowledge of the 
Department of Architecture. 

Assistant Chief Architect of 
the Department of Architecture, 
Novera Gauhar, who was in the 
technical committee and 
designed Ramna Park devel-
opment plan, said the commit-
tee proposed and designed 
only three shelters in propor-
tion with certain distance.  "The 
three shelters were designed in 
the form of timber logs in har-
mony with nature," she said.  

The technical committee 
comprised of architects and 
engineers and worked from 
2003 until end of 2006. 

Ideally, a park should be free 
of indiscriminate construction 
of structures, said experts.  

Activities and use of a public 
park in the name of associa-
tions and groups are neither 
consistent nor desirable. But 
influential quarters who have 
link with high level of the gov-
ernment, manage exclusive 
privilege for them even at a 
public space.    

Sub-divisional Engineer 
(Civil) of PWD Zillur Rahman 
said that the PWD has con-
structed around seven to eight 
sheds following applications of 
VIP park users. Different 
groups of park users occupy 
different sheds. 

"Exclusive or group-wise 
use of park shelters is not an 
authorised practice," said 
Rahman. 

Chief Architect of the 
Department of Architecture 
ASM Ismail said approved 
shelters in a park are meant for 
use of the general people. 
"Unauthorised shelters and 
exclusive group use of the 
authorised ones are not allow-
able," he said.      

Ramna Park dotted
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