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Political will a must to resolve
regional water issues

Say environmental experts

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Political will is needed to resolve
bilateral and multilateral water
resource management issues in
the region, environmental experts
said yesterday.

The issues must be addressed
in order to avert any environmental
catastrophe, they said at a seminar
on 'Transboundary Water
Resource Management: Issues
and Concerns' organised by IUCN
at Cirdap auditorium in the city.

Lack of political will is holding
back South Asian water negotia-
tions that seemed to have stalled,
said Ainun Nishat, country repre-
sentative of IUCN.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Foreign Adviser Iftekhar A
Chowdhury said a 'positive trajec-
tory' in Indo-Bangla relations will
facilitate water resources negotia-
tions between the two countries.

Bangladesh has 57 common

rivers in the region, 50 of which are
shared exclusively by India and
Bangladesh, and only two are

shared by China, India and
Bangladesh.
The adviser said, "We cannot

afford to live in isolation; the costs
are fartoo many."

Both Bangladesh and India
could reach a win-win situation, if
they cooperate in addressing the
issues of bio-diversity, desertifica-
tion and intrusion of salinity and in
facing the challenge of 'atmo-
spheric changes', he said.

In his main presentation, Ainun
Nishat outlined a litany of environ-
mental disasters ranging from
floods, droughts and fisheries'
migration to the fall in water quality
and increasing salinity. He felt
trans-boundary water negotiations
are imperative to resolve these
issues.

One of the major reasons for
stagnancy in the water-sharing

negotiations is that the "Institutional
setup is not working", he said refer-
ring to the Bangladesh-India Joint
Rivers Commission (JRC).

The JRC is a statutory body
comprised of technical experts who
cannot make 'binding decisions'
and as such, politicians still hold the
key, he said. "Either make them
more powerful or just give them all
the power.”

He also said Bangladesh should
play an active role in ratifying the
'‘Convention on the law of the non-
navigational uses of international
water resources'.

Other speakers called for a
greater participatory approach,
cooperation with bordering Indian
provinces and redefining the 'rights'
to water.

Prof KB Sazzadur Rasheed of Buet
and MH Siddigi also spoke while
Mahfuz Ullah, chairperson of IUCN
Bangladesh National Committee,
gavethewelcomeaddress.
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Venue : Palash Hall, Dhaka Sheraton Hotel
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Prof Tan Ser Kiat, group chief executive of SingHealth, speaks at a press conference in the city yesterday. On his left
is Edward Oh and on his right are Prof Tay Boon Keng and Wahid Ahmed Yusuf.

SingHealth-
Galaxy office
opens in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With a view to sharing medical exper-
tise between Singapore and
Bangladesh, SingHealth, one of the
largest healthcare groups in
Singapore, and Galaxy Healthcare
Services formally opened an office in
the city yesterday.

"Through this collaboration we
hope to be able to work in partnership
with doctors in Bangladesh," said Prof
Tan Ser Kiat, group chief executive of
SingHealth, at a press conference at
acity hotel.

Setting up the 'SingHealth-
Galaxy' office in Dhaka is aimed at
deepening and broadening the
existing clinical collaborations
between doctors in Bangladesh and
those from SingHealth institutions,
said the organisers.

Replying to a question whether
SingHealth would set up any hospital
in Bangladesh or join hands with any
Bangladeshi hospital, Prof Tan Ser
Kiat said that they would actively
consider the issue if they get such a
proposal.

He said that Bangladeshi patients
are among top ten overseas patient
groups visiting SingHealth hospitals.

He also said that they had
selected Bangladesh as the first
country where they would launch
privilege cards for the patients.

A cardholder would be entitled to
various benefits such as discounts for
health screening packages and a
complimentary sleeper bed for an
accompanyingrelative, he added.

SingHealth-Galaxy office would
also collaborate in the co-
management of patients, who may be
referred to its institutions for treatment
that might not be available in
Bangladesh, said the organisers.

Chief Executive Officer of Galaxy
Healthcare Services Wahid Ahmed
Yusuf, Chairman of Medical Board of
SingHealth Prof Tay Boon Keng and
Group Business Director Edward Oh
were also present.

City road named
after Shafiullah

Bss, Dhaka

The road from Sajal Square on
Green Road to Farmgate has been
named after Maj Gen (retd) KM
Shafiullah Bir Uttam in recognition to
his contribution to the War of
Liberationin 1971.

“The street is being named as Bir
Uttam KM Shafiullah Road in recog-
nition of his outstanding contribution
to the War of Liberation,” said Dhaka
city Mayor Sadeque Hossain Khoka
while unveiling the plaque.

He said this kind of initiative
would help the next generation learn
about the bloodstained history of the
liberation war.

Maj Gen (retd) KM Shafiullah Bir
Uttam, freedom fighters and officials
of Dhaka City Corporation were
present on the occasion.

While talking to journalists, Bir
Uttam KM Shafiullah, one of the
sector commanders, said he felt
honoured.

“All sector commanders should be
honoured through such initiatives for
their courageous role during the War
of Liberation,” he added.

MYSTERIOUS DISEASE

8 Narsingd

| students

shifted to DMCH

UNB, Narsingdi

Eight students of Adiabad Islamia
Multipurpose High School, who were
affected by a mysterious disease
yesterday morning, have been shifted
to Dhaka Medical College Hospital in
the afternoon.

Some 50 students and a teacher,
Ehtasamul Hugq, fell unconscious with
convulsion in the classrooms at about
9:00am yesterday. The school is situ-
ated in Raipura upazila, about 25km
away from the Narsingdi town.

On information, Deputy
Commissioner Jillar Rahman and Civil
Surgeon Dhirendra Nath rushed to the
school.

The affected students were rushed

to Narsingdi Sadar Hospital. After
receiving first aid, 20 of them regained
senses and were released while 30
others were undergoing treatmentin the
hospital. Eight of them were transferred
to DMCH by the evening.

The affected students were found
regaining senses but they became
unconscious with convulsion again,
said the Civil Surgeon.

He could not ascertain the disease
butsaid it mightbe unknown virus.

Earlier on Thursday, 20 students of
the school became unconscious in the
classrooms with similar symptoms.
After nursing, they were sent back
home.

The school was declared closed for
three days.
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Question and

answer session

International Monetary Fund (IMF)
organises a question and answer
session. Venue: IMF office, Bangladesh
Bank Main Building. Time: 11:00am.

Workshop

South Asia Partnership Bangladesh
organises a follow-up action workshop of
the 6th People's Summit on
‘Environment, ecology and sustainable
development'. Venue: LGED Bhaban.
Time: 9:00am.

Launching

ceremony
Bangladesh Institute of Development

//

DHAKA

TODAY

Studies (BIDS) organises the launching
ceremony of Golden Jubilee
Celebration. Venue: Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 3:45pm.

Roundtable

Sushashoner Jonney Nagorik (Sujon)
and The Hunger Project Bangladesh will
jointly organise a roundtable on
'Measurers to be taken to strengthen and
implement the local government'. Venue:
Cirdap auditorium. Time: 10:00am.

Seminar

Bangladesh Labour Research Institute
(BLRI) and UNFPA will jointly organise a
seminar titted 'Men as partners in
maternal health'. Venue: National Press
Club. Time: 3:00pm.

UNB, Dhaka
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Light to moderate rain likely

Chittagong divisionsinthe next 12 h

try, Met office said.

5:20am tomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
gusty/squally wind is likely at a many places over Rajshahi, Dhaka
and Sylhet divisions and at few places over Khulna, Barisal and

Moderately heavy rainfalls are also likely at places over the coun-

Highest temperature 35.7 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Chuadanga and lowest 24.8 degree Celsius at Rangpur.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:49pm today and rises at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 33.8 28.8 73 65
Chittagong 34.8 26.6 66 69
Rajshahi 34.8 28.0 81 92
Khulna 345 27.5 84 67
Barisal 32.8 27.5 80 77
Sylhet 315 27.2 83 82

ours until 6:00pm today.

First-ever

contest to find
out country’s
[ greatest
structures

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With a view to upholding the coun-
try's historical and cultural heritage,
Radio Foorti, a private FM radio
station, has launched the first-ever
contest titled 'The Magnificent 7' to
find out seven greatest structures of
Bangladesh.

"We have launched the contest
being inspired by our listeners who
sent several hundred short mes-
sage services (sms) and emails to
us after carrying out the news of
seven new wonders of the world,"
said Sayyied Kabir, chief executive
officer (CEO) of Radio Foorti, at a
press conference at its office at
Gulshanin the city on Friday.

"Awareness about the country's
magnificent structures would be
increased by the contest and peo-
ple will feel an urge to protect these
heritages which might be at the
damaging state," he said.

Kabir said a panel of five judges
has already made a short list of 21
important sites from which the peo-
ple will select seven magnificent
sites through sms or emails.

Prof Dr Enamul Haque, founder-
director general of Bangladesh
National Museum, Prof Dr Abu
Sayeed M Ahmed, head of architec-
ture department of University of Asia
Pacific, Dr Syed Manzoorul Islam,
professor of English department of
Dhaka University, Murtaja Baseer,
former professor of Fine Arts of
Chittagong University and Shimul
Yousuf, a noted theatre artiste, are
the judges.

"Only human-built structures in
an acceptable state of preservation
with true artistic or archaeological
value and situated within the territo-
rial boundary of the country have
been selected by the panelin making
the list of 21," said Kabir, adding, the
structures are from all ages and form
all parts of the country.

"We are inviting all people to send
sms votes that started from yester-
day (July 14) and if anyone wants to
vote through emails he or she needs
to visit Radio Foorti's website," he
added.

He said they will also give adver-
tisement to newspapers and
announce the news of the contest
through their station.

Kabir said the voting will continue
for a period of three weeks, ending
on August 3 and anyone from the
country and abroad can vote.

After the voting, they will tally the
vote and announce the result in
presence of the 5-member panel ata
suitable event, he said.

When asked about the criteria
while selecting the sites, Dr Enamul
Haque said it is not a full proof thing
as the number of sites could be
increased to 25.

The panel has selected the sites
considering their architectural,
aesthetic and historical values, he
added.

Aga Khan urges
Muslims to solve
their problems
through
consensus

The Aga Khan, spiritual leader of
Shia Ismaili Muslims, yesterday
committed himself to support demo-
cratic processes, find means to help
ultra-poor and address political and
theological tensions through con-
sensus amongst all Muslims.

He was speaking at a ceremony
that marked the 50th anniversary of
his accession to Ismaili Imamat in
the city on Wednesday.

The Aga Khan succeeded his
grandfather Sir Sultan Mahomed
Shah Aga Khan as the 49th heredi-
tary Imam on July 11, 1957, said a
pressrelease.

Speaking about the develop-
ment of various institutions that
constitute the Aga Khan
Development Network (AKDN), one
of the largest non-profit develop-
ment networks, the Aga Khan said
he is fortunate in having the support
of wise men and women from the
Ismaili communities throughout the
world whose honorary servicewas a
continuum of magnificent and
timeless tradition of service.

He highlighted the importance of
civil society and its effectiveness
towards having a democratic gov-
ernment.

The Aga Khan said, "In many
countries of Asia and Africa, democ-
racy is young and still relatively
ineffective in supporting modern
development activities. A strong civil
society can help counter-balance
suchineffectiveness."

Turning to present global conflict-
ing situations, the Aga Khan
emphasised that Muslims them-
selves are best suited to address
some of the issues facing them.

He called for revitalisation of
essential values of Islam, which he
felt could only be done through
greater collaboration among differ-
entinterpretations of the faith.

Over 250 leaders of Ismaili
community from some 25 countries
attended the colourful ceremony.
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Two girls, Rabu and Mousumi, who fell victim to human trafficking, reunite with their family members yes-
terday after an NGO rescued them from Sylhet. Officials of Directorate of Social Services handed over
Rabu to her mother and Mousumi to her grandfather in the city.

Tale of two trafficked girls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Nine-year-old Moushumi and six-
year-old Rabeya alias Rabu could
never realise that they were about to
fall victim to trafficking when they left
their home for an uncertain destina-
tion.

With the hope of a better living, the
poverty-stricken two kids left their
home at Masdair village near BSIC
Industrial Area in Narayanganj on
June 23.

Their family sources said over two
weeks back Moushumi and Rabu
went out for playing at noon. But they
did not return home during lunch like
otherdays.

Guardians of the two kids
searched everywhere for them but in
vain.

After 22 days, they got back their
kids yesterday thanks to Protection of
Children at Risk (PCAR) Project of
social services directorate.

Secretary to the Ministry of Social
Welfare MA Hai Haoladar handed
them over to their guardians at the
directorate.

PCAR Divisional Project
Coordinator (Dhaka) told The Daily
Starthat one of the peers of Voluntary
Association for Rural Development
(VARD), a partner NGO of PCAR in
Sylhet, found Moushumi and Rabu
at Shibganj Bazar on June 26 when
some persons were engaged in
bargaining for them.

As the peer approached them for
quizzing, they fled the scene.

The peer then brought them to
Drop In Centre (DIC) of VARD
and after interrogation the offi-
cials became sure that the girls
were about to fall victim of traf-
ficking.

Moushumi said a person, intro-
ducing himself as their uncle at
Kamalapur Railway Station, took

PHOTO: STAR
Members of the Rapid Action Battalion (Rab-2) arrested Ward Commissioner
Salim Ullah Saluin the city yesterday.

them to his house and handed them
toawoman called Jesmin.

But Moushumi could not tell
clearly how they came to Sylhet.

The grandfather of Moushumi
said she was left to him by her
parents when she was three years
old.

"As | am unable to look after her
due to old age and financial insol-
vency, | want her to stay at a Shishu
Paribar," he added.

Rabu's mother also wants to
keep her youngest daughter at
Shishu Paribar as she has to lead a
seven-member family alone by
working at a garment factory.
Rabu's father also left her mother.

When asked, Rabu said
Moushumi had told her that they
would have good food and money if
they go to Dhaka.

University student
found dead in
Comilla

UNB, Comilla

A BBA student of the Northern
University was killed here in the
town yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Imtiajuddin Shuvo, son of former
chairman of Daudkandi pourashava
Nasiruddin Ahmed and a BBA first
year student of the university.

Sources said Touhid, one of
Shuvo's friends, called him out of his
home at Segunbagicha in the capital
on Friday afternoon. Touhid informed
Shuvo's father over phone that
Shuvo was killed in aroad accident in
Comillayesterday morning.

Police recovered the body that
bore some marks of stabbing.
Police suspected that he might have
been slain.

A complaint was lodged with
Kotwali Police Station against
Shuvo's two friends -- Touhid and
Sohag.

lvory Coast to
open mission
in Dhaka

BSS, Daoukro, Ivory Coast

Ivory Coast will open a diplomatic
mission in Bangladesh once the
general elections, scheduled to be
held in next January, is over.

"Now our mission in New Delhi
works for Bangladesh affairs and the
government will try to open an office
in Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh,
after the election, as good friendship
has been established among us
through deployment of Bangladeshi
troops as UN peacekeepers", Henri
Honan Bedei, former president of
Ivory Coast told the Bangladesh
delegation yesterday.

The delegation, comprising military
officers and media persons and led by
Brigadier General M Rafiqul Islam,
called on Bedei at his luxurious palace in
hisvillage at Daoukro.

Bedei became the president and
ruled the country from 1993 to 1999
without much disturbance. But in late
1999, he was overthrown in a blood-
less military coup and fled to France.
The general, who came to power,
was killed in another coup.

Bedei returned home two years
back and is now taking preparation to
contest in the next election from his
Democratic Party of Ivory Coast.

Appreciating the role of
Bangladeshi forces, he said, “As part
of impartial troops deployed by the
United Nations, they (Bangladeshi
forces) are doing better and we have
good relations with them.”

Road crashes
kill 3

STAR REPORT

At least three people were killed in
separate road accidents in Satkhira
and Comilla yesterday.

Our correspondent from Satkhira
reports: Two people were killed in two
separate road accidents in the district
yesterday.

The dead were identified as Amer Alj,
55, son of late Nur Baksa Sardar of village
Zaoya in Debhata upazila and Munna, 3,
daughter of Asir Uddin Gazi of village
KeyargatiinAssassuniupazila.

Quoting local people police said
the accident occurred when a motor-
cycle hit Amer Ali while he was cross-
ing the Satkhira-Kaligonj road near
Parulia bus stand in Debhata upazila,
leaving him injured seriously. He
succumbed to his injuries on the way
to Sakhipur Hospital.

Munna was killed when a mecha-
nized rickshaw van skidded off the
road at Gadaipur village. She died on
the spot.

The accident occurred on
Assassuni-Gadaipur road when she
along with her mother was going to one
of her relative's house at Gadaipur
village in the same upazila by the
rickshaw van yesterday morning.

UNB from Comilla adds: A man
was crushed under the wheels of a
bus and his wife sustained injuries in
Burichang upazila on Dhaka-
Chittagong highway yesterday.

The deceased was identified as
Habibullah, 45, of Bilora village in
Chandina upazila.

Police said a speeding bus ran
over Habib and his wife Sahida, 35,
just after they got down from a bus at
Nimsar at about 2:30pm, leaving them
critically injured.

They were rushed to Chandina
Upazila Health Complex where Habib
succumbed to his injuries.

Errors creep into nat'l identity cards

FROM PAGE 1

Sreepur Municipality, Sheikh Abdul
Khaleq, while talking to The Daily
Star.

Khaleq, along with eight other
ward commissioners of the munici-
pality, has been distributing the NIDs
among the locals since last month.
Once an error is detected on a card,
the ward commissioners are also
guiding the cardholder how to have
the error corrected.

"We are working on the pilot
project since June 10," said Abdul
Shahid Sarkar, another commis-
sioner of the municipality. "We receive
the applications [for correction] and
forward those tolocal army camp."

During a visit to the Sreepur
municipality area, this correspondent
came across many locals who were
collecting their NIDs from the munici-
pality office while some of them went
there to have the errors on their cards
corrected.

"I was very delighted to get a
national identity card, but | was
unhappy to see a serious mistake on
my card. That's why | came here to
request a correction of the mistake,"
said Mozammel Haque Manzu, a
registered voter, at the municipality
office.

On Manzu's NID, his father's
name is shown as Abdul Jabbar
Amena and mother's name as
Khatun. Manzu said his mother's full
name is Amena Khatun and her first
name was mistakenly added to his
father's name.

Another voter on the list,
Mostafizur, had to make a trip to the
municipality office because his NID
mistakenly shows his mother's name
as Hamida Begum in place of Majida
Mahmud.

Locals speculate that errors on a
number of NIDs will go uncorrected
since many unaware cardholders will
never seek to make corrections on
their NIDs. Only the ones that are
conscious are now visiting the munici-
pality office to have their cards cor-
rected.

The EC put a tremendous effort
implementing the much-hyped pilot
project that ran from June 10 to June

30 to gather field-level experience of
simultaneously preparing the NIDs
and an electoral roll containing photo-
graphs.

Since the beginning of the project
in the Sreepur municipality area,
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
ATM Shamsul Huda and two election
commissioners -- Muhammad Sohul
Hussein and Brig Gen (retd) M
Sakhawat Hossain - visited the area
on several occasions to monitor
progress of the project.

Army Chief General Moeen U
Ahmed also visited the area on the
day of launching of the project as
Bangladesh army provided technical
support and human resources for the
project.

Amassive publicity campaign was
launched with the assistance of local
administration and public representa-
tives encouraging locals to take the
time to be registered as voters and
have their photographs taken by
going to voter registration centres.

A huge number of locals regis-
tered themselves as voters, 42,716
in total, in response to the campaign
that publicised 22 advantages,
especially government facilities, for
the NID cardholders.

The number of total registered
voters now stands at 45,923 as
more voters turned up and regis-
tered themselves in the last couple
of weeks. Till July 12, 35,917 NIDs
were prepared and delivered to the
municipality for distribution.

"My wife works in Dhaka. | made
her come to Sreepur twice, so that
her name could be registered in the
voter list and she could get an ID
card," said Reazuddin, a teacher at
alocal school.

He however said, "I went to the
office of the municipality several
times, but | cannot collect my wife's
IDcard."

When asked about this hassle,
the local ward commissioners said
they started distributing the NIDs
from June 16 and they did not
receive all NIDs yet. Besides, the
cards are to be handed over only to
the original owners.

Safikul Islam, election officer of
Sreepur upazila, said people were

happy to be registered as voters and
toreceive theirIDs.

MORE EXAMPLES OF ERRORS
Delwara Begum's husband's name
is late Abdul Motaleb Khan, but the
NID shows that her husband's name
is Motalo Khan.

Momtaz Begum's father is Akkas
Ali, butin the NID, her father's name
is Mohammad Mokles.

Mawlana Anwar Hossain's name
appears as Mawlana Amir Hossian
ontheNID.

Razia Sultana's mother's name is
Anwara Begum, but her NID says
her motheris Manoara Begum.

Mahfoza Begum's name is
changed to Firuza Begum on her
NID.

Ranuara Begum's husband is
Mohammad Arfan Ali, but her card
says her husband's name is Arakan
Ali.

Name of Masud Reza's mother is
Lutfun Nahar, but his ID says his
mother's name is Lutfar Nahar.

Farzana Haque's husband on the
card is mistakenly showing as
Zannatul Ferdous.

Moazzem Hossain's ID says that
his father's name is Runa Akhtar.

Rahima's signature appears on
Madina Khatun's ID.

Many other errors were also
detected on the NIDs including
wrong addresses and wrong dates
of birth.

Many voters expressed their
dissatisfaction over the mistakes
and said that they had provided
accurate information on the forms
prescribed by the enumerators who
collected the forms by visiting door-
to-door. The voters were even
present at voter registration centres
during the preparation of the NIDs
and the voterroll.

Talking to The Daily Star, Election
Commissioner Muhammad Sohul
Hussain said some minor mistakes
took place due to inefficiency of the
enumerators.

The ward commissioners of
Sreepur municipality said preparing
both the voter roll with photographs
and the NIDs atthe same time and in
ahurry lead to numerous mistakes.

The Sreepur upazila election

officer admitted detecting some
minor errors and said that the errors
were being rectified.

WHAT NEXT

At the concluding ceremony of the
pilot project on June 30, CEC ATM
Shamsul Huda said the pilot project
has successfully put to rest all
doubts regarding the feasibility of a
voter listwith photographs.

According to the EC's earlier
announcement, it would finalise
the voter list preparing process
after evaluating the experiences
gathered through the pilot project.

The EC is likely to announce a
complete roadmap today for holding
the next parliamentary election with
a specific date for preparing the
voter list with photographs and a
tentative date for the polls.

Election Commissioner Sohul
Hussain said the EC has evaluated
the experiences of the pilot project
and "... we will recruit efficient
enumerators to collect details of
prospective voters on the prescribed
forms."

Former adviser to a previous
caretaker government M Hafizuddin
Khan told The Daily Star that the EC
should revise its original plan for
preparing the voter list on the basis of
the lessons they have learnt from the
pilot project.

"The election commission should
drop the plan of preparing the national
identity cards along with the voter list.
It should focus only on the voter list,"
Hafizuddin advised.

"It will be a disaster if mistakes are
made on a large scale during the
countrywide preparation of the voter
list," he feared.

About the voter list prepared
under the pilot project, EC Sohul
said a draft voter list of the pilot
project would be published with
retrospective effect once the elec-
toral rolls ordinance is amended.

"This list will be finalised after
completing legal procedures," he
said.
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