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Bernard Kouchner appointed Minister of

Foreign and European

E R

Minister Kouchner is a 67 year-old
renowned French doctor tumed
politician with socialist leanings
who has carned wide-spread rec-
ogniting throughout his career of
his henvy involvernent of interna-
tional health and humanitarian
Issues, He has heen Minister
Dolegate for Health (2001-2002),
Minister of State for Health (1997-
19494), Minister for Health and
Fumtaniterizn Action (1992-1993),
Minister of State with responsibil-
ity for Humanitarian Action (1988-
1992), Minister of Stare with
responsibility for Social
Integration (1968) in previous
soclalists governments,

The to-founder and president
of *Doctars without burders” in the
early 1970s, Minlster Kouchnerwas
bnstrumental in founding
Médecins du monde (Doctors of
the World) in 1980, a non profit-
organization whose volunteer
toctors and purses help third
warld wictbus of inatlequate medi-

g

cal care in times of emeérgency.
Both NGO have gained interna-
tional fame and have inspited
numerous simitarven{ures,

He broadened his internzlional

experience by serving as Special’

fepresentative and Health of the
United Nations Interim
Administration in Kosovo (UNMIK)
from Tuly 15, 1999 1o January 12,
2001, A prolific author and activist,
Minister Kouchner has published a
variety of works, including “Dieu et
les Homme" (“God and Man"), a
collaboration with the lae Briar
Picrrereleased in 1943,

A suong advocute of political
apenness and diversity, Mr.
Kouchner was listed among Time
Magazine's 100 most Influential
people in 2004, Amang his most
regent engagements on the inter-
national seens has been hiscontin-
ued commitment to resolving the
crisis in Darfur, an issue he has
given op priority in his new ole,
On may 1% just one day after

Affairs

assuming the position as Minister
ol Toreign and Evropean Affairs, he

brought together Secretary of

Furopean Affairs Jean-Picire
Touyet and various NGO represen-
tative to address the crisis, using
the occasion to underline the
urgency of  the sitwation and
emphasizing his determination 1o
“improve the humanitarian situa-
tion and progress toward the
deployment of a hybrid force” (o
secure the area, Ixpressing his
desire and dedicationto putanend
io the sulfering in region, Minister
Kouchner has urged his govern-
ment “to acl, so that Durfur does
nat remain a shameful page of our
own history”

in his firstvisitabroad in hisnew
capacity as Minister of Foreign and
European Affairs, Mr. Kouchner
traveled to Lebanon may 24-25 to
meet with high level Lebanese
government officiuls, [ncluding
Prime Minister Fouad Siniora.

Underscoring France's daoter-
mingtion to supper! peace and
stability in Labanon, Minister
Kouchner stated: "nothing is more
important for France than
Lebanon's sovercignty, democracy
and uniry, for all the Lebanese, not
for one group, not for one commu-
nity, There's always a community
which thinks it hasn't been given
enoughimportance, 1 know. And so
we'te constantly trying to remedy
this. People have to know that
France is working with all the com-
munities which make up Lebanon
and, if everyone works together, it's
alwaysmarvelous.”

As une of the former members
of the Socialist Party in Prime
Minister Frangois Fillon's govern-
ment, the new Minister of Foreign
and European Affairs has affirmed
his commitment (o warking
together through innovation,
rather than allowing party politics
to interfere in external affairs,
Upon accepting his new positian as
minlster of Foreign and Furopean
Affairs, Minister kouchner pub-
lished a personal reflection in the
French newspaper Le Mopnde,
stating that: "The Toreign policy of
our country is neither right or lefy,
Itdefends the interest of Franecina
waorld that reinvents tsell every
day. ltmust be determined innova-
tive." Through his personal deter-
mination and innovation, the new
Minister of Foreign and Furapean
Affairs promises 1o hold foreign
policy to therstandard.

574.8... rail speed record

for TGV

Oni 3 April 2007, the TGV smushed
the world speed record, reaching
H74.8 kph (356 mph) on the new
TGV-Est high-speed line. The
previous recond was sel in 19490
with 515 kph (322 mph). From June,
it will link Paris to Strasbourg in 2
hrs 20 mins at the comumercial
speedrecard 0f 320 kph (200mph).

This new achievement confirms
the TGV's success for more than 26
years. Sinee its launch in 1981 with
the opening of the Paris-Lyon line,
the TGV network has continuously
expanded throughout France. It
has sefely transported 1.2 billion
PasSengers.

The TGV has helped develop
regional cities and opened up

many critwhile isolated parts of
France by improving access (o and

connections between them. Tt has - 8

also helped bring Buropean capi-
tals like London, Brussels and
Amsterdam closer to French elties,

Environmentally-friendly and
ceanomically-profitable, itis also a
symbol of sustainable develop-
ment in the transport secior.
indeed, the TGV nelwork is the
main revenue earner for SNCF
(French railways),

The TGV was exported to South
Korea in 2004 and Taiwan opened
its TGV line in October 2008, Talks
are under way on the construction
of a high-speed line between Los
AngelesandSan Francisco,

One figure, one fact: 2.0

2.0 is the fenility rate in France, i¢,
the number of children perwoman.,

It's the highest rate since 1981
and has almast reached replace-
ment level (2.07) Gver 30,900
births were recorded in 2006, 2.9%
higher than in 2003,

This very dynamic festility rate,
combined, with longer life expee-
taney and migratory movements, is
contributing 1o increasing the
French population, estimated al 63.4
millionon 1 lanuary 2007,

France, with ireland, nowhas one
if the highest fertilivy rates in Europe,
fiur whead of the BU average (1,57 in
2005), which has itself risen (1.48 in
20000, Tt is far higher not only than
those of other Mediterranean coun-
trieswith aCatholic tradition, such as
Italy and Spain, which don't exceed
.45, but also than those of East
Furopean countries (Greece,
Slovakia, Czech Republic, ete.) which
aren'tabove 1.3,

French family policy also plays an
essential role: family benelis start
with the second child, Criches are

subsidized by the State and all
French governments, regardioss of
their political hug, try to incrense the
number of places avaitable, Taxation
is family friendly; proportionally
families pay less tax than the child-
less, On public transport, large fami-
lies (more than 3 children) pay lower
fures. Parental leave allows parents
reconclle family and working lile;
maternity leave, during which
women remain on virtually full pay,
lasts 20 weeks for the first child and
can goubove 40 for the third,

In Prance, employment and
motherhood are perfectly compati-
ble. France has one of the highest
proportons of working woamen in
the Eurapean Union. Career women
aresimply having their childien later,
between the ages of 30 and 40,
Quaoting tescarchers, "Le Monde"
lirrkes this dermographic dynamism w
the attractive siteation of France's
female population: 80% of those
aged between 25 and 49work outside
the home,

Naturalisation: Centre of concerns

The figures continue to grow: 99,368
people acquired French nationality
in 2004, compared with 64,081 in
2002. To help applicants through the
naturalisation process, in April 2005
the Minister of State for Integration,
Egual Opportunities and Combating
Exclusion, Nelly Olin, presented a
Guide des droitsetdevalrs ducitoven
frangais | Guide of the rights and
duties of (he French citizens),
Available from the prifeciure, (his
guide will prepare applicants for the
Hnpuistic nnd civie exam, mandatory
sinco 1 Jung 2005, thus compliting i

training course which s fonded by
the state since 2003, The purpose of
the booklet is to explain “the basie
‘principals of the republic’ and the
adiminisuative and political struc-
re of the authoritics in France
Applicents will then be asked a
series of 200 questions relating to
themes as fundamental as eyuality
belween men and women, the
prohibition of polygamy or Fenital
mutilarion, the ebligations in wla-
tion to work and tayes, o5 the

Yo find the right information, or the righs oeb
ailddress, visit the Welr site of the Freneh Embdssy it
Dhaka ar waew.ambairance-bd.org. An English
version s quailable by choosing the lupguage in the
teprper biefi corner,

To know more about France

Not only will you find information aboier the
Emibassy, tie French presence in Bangladvsh, or
French-Bangladeshi relations, but you will alto find
wseful texts and links in the “Discover Franes” and
information center soctions.

Laurence Parisot: The boss of bosses is a woman

colnursalthe Frenchlag.
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Best Wishes from

Appointed as Pre-shipment Inspection agency by the Government of Bangladesh with effect from
1st of September, 2005 under notification number 153/2005/Shulka dated 23rd August, 2005 of
NBR, for concluding Pre-Shipment Inspection of goods imported from the countries under
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NaA KHOUR-DAGHER

The appointient in July 2005 of a woman, Laurence
Parisor, 10 head the Medef, le Mouvement des
Entreprises de France, the country's leading employ-
ers’ pesociption, was aminor revelution,

Versatility and pragmarism; Her election is the
"symbol of a modermnity and boldness that was not
necessarily expected ol France's employers”, declared
her predecessor, Brnest-Anteine Seilliere; and
Lavrence Parisot s already Maunting her differgnice by
her stviv: T-shirt and trausers, short hair, no make-up,
we are & long way lrom the traditional "suit, tie and
cigar” associated with the boss, Butltis above allin her
attitude that she is breaking new ground, "1 define
myself as a lberal,” she goes so far as to declare, when
"thisword has becomie a swearword in Franee”, 28 trie

Bitlsd Had whigpered i

But Laurence Parisol is setling tut "to prove that
liberal does not mean antisocial” and o do it by "ex.
plaining the cconomy. to the French”. Her credo:
"When business wins, cviryone wins®, and she is
demanding greater Mexibility in the labowr market and
tax cuts. "Life, health, love are insecure, why should
work not be subject to the same luw?", she ventures ta
ask, Her formula? "What's good iswhat works,”

Her versatility is her principal asset: industry and
the service sector, the provinces and Paris, ifitellectual
and down-1o-carth, an heiress and a fighter. Laurence
Parisot, who grew up inthe Enstof France, graduated in
law and from Sciences Po in Paris. She inherited
Optimum, the firm she runs - France's leading maker
of cupboard doors - from her grandfather, and the
pollirig organisations in which she lorged her career -
Louis Harris and the [FOB of which she has heen CEO
since 2000 - taught her o analyse reality,

The problems that await her are sensitive issues:
theMedel, which includes 750,000 business managers,
has to reckon with the trade unions on the subjects of
reform af the Labour Laws, unemployviment insurance,
pensions, purchasing power, ete., but Laurence Parisot
has chosen the path of conciliation. Two months after
her appointment, she Inltiated meetings with trade
union leaders, proposing "that they draw upa dingno-
sisofthesituntion cogether”.

Teaching ability, dialogue, progmatsm: Laurence
Parisot seems to have chosen these "feminine” virtues
inorder 1o help baost the French economy, Oh, andshe
has also had flowers placed in the entrance af Medef's
headguarters...

For further information: i medef fr
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