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Developers continue theirworkin the Hatirjheel canalin the capilal as the authorities are yetlo take any slep lo slop it despite recent commitment to save the waterbody.

HATIRJHEEL, BEGUNBARI CANALS

No step yet to stop choking
of 2 major flood outlets

PINAKT ROY

The government is yet to take any
step 1o stop “development” work in
Hatlrjheel and Begunbari canals
despite experts’ recommendations
and the government's earlier com-
mitment for saving the two adjoin-
Ing water hodiesin the capital.

The significance of Begunbari
and Hatirjheel wetlands in south-
ern and central parts of Dhaka lies
in the fact that connected to the

Narai canal they drain out rainwa-
ter fromavast area of the city.

The wetlands--Hatirjheel on the
east of the Tongi Diversion Road
and Begunbari on the west--also
form part of the flood retention
zone,

However, most part of the
Begunbari wetland is already
occupied. Bangladesh Railway has
also leased out pieces of land in
Begunbari area to different public
and private organisations, which
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MYSTERY STILL SHROUDS MASS SUICIDE

'Coffins no proof that
they became Christians’

AMINUL ISLAM, from Mymensingh

The rumour that the nine persons
of a family who committed suicide
in unison on Wednesday in
Mymensingh had converted to
Christianity is noi true, claimed a
close relative of the family.

Nine membess of late Anwar
Hossain Fakir's family committed
suiclde jumping under a running
train near their residence at Kashor
on Wednesday. The dead were
identified as Hena Begum, 60, wife
of late Anwar Hossain Fakir, their
daughters Mobi, 40, Akhtari
Begurn, 35, Murshida, 30, and
Shabnam, 10, their sons Arif, 26
and Rahat 18, and Mobi's son
Mollah, B and her daughter
Mariam, 10,

Tariqul AlamTuhin, 2 nephewof
Hena, said the rumour that they all
had converted to Christianity was
sparked by two coflins found at the
house of the victims, but those two
coffins had actually been used to
carry Anwar Hossaln Fakir's body
from Dhaka to Kashor after he had
died in Birdem Hospital in the
capital in 2000, and the other coffin
had been used to carry hiselderson
Mahi's body from Dhaka after he
hud been killed ar Kalabagan in the
capitalin 2003,

The family members might
have preserved the coffins with
great care as memories of the
deceased, Tuhin added.

Anwar Hossain Fakir, also
known as Dervish Baba In the
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have built multi-storey buildings
ignoring laws that prohibit filling
up of wetlands,

In Hatirjheel too influential and
local peaple have built more than
1,200 illegal structures over the
years.

Experts said if Begunbari and
Hatinghee! cannot be saved, the
city's inundation problem will
increase manifold causing a great
disastertothe city's enviromnent.

"If Begunbari and Hatirjheel

cannot be saved, the drainage
balance of the capital will be com-
pletely destroyed,” said Tgbal
Habib, architect and wetland
expert with Bangladesh Paribesh
Andolon {Bapa).

According 1o a recent survey of
the Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkba (Rajuk), there are
1261 illegal structures only in
Hatirjheel arca: 150 one-storey 1o
six-storey concrete structures, 855
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Rajuk surveyor
held with fake
seals, cheques
& passports

STARF CORRESPONDENT

The joint forces on Thursday night

arrested a suspended surveyor of
Rajdhani Unnavan Kartripakkha
(Rajuk) athisresidencein Uttara.

The surveyor iKanungo), Nikhil
Chandra Das, who is known as
Barua among his colleagues, alleg-
edly confessed to the forees thot he
owns wealth worth around Tk 10
crore, sources in the joint forces
said.

Ateam of the Joint forces raided
Nikhil's rented house in Sector-11,
Road no 5/Cin Uttara at 10:00pm.

They searched all rooms of the
house for one and a half hours and
recovered 48 forged scals of wp
Rajuk officials including that of the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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Crucial coal policy draft
put under microscope

New committee holds first meet tomorrow,
only days before deadline

SHARIER KHAN

As the sixth draft of a national coal
policy has drawn a lot of criticism
for being anti-investment and self-
contradictory, the energy ministry
has formed yel another committee
toreviewand finalise it.

Formation of this committee
was announced on June 21 through
a circular with a one-month dead-
line tocompleteils task but sousces

said its first meeting is expected to
be held loumorrow.

The ministry has assigned the
eight-member committee headed
by former vice chancellor of BUET
Prof Abdul Matin Patwari to scruti-
nise the sixth draft, make recom-
mendations, finalise the deaft and
submititto the energy ministry.

The committee could not meet so
far as Patwariison atourabroad from
last month, The caretaker govern-

ment had earlier made Patwari head
of another committee to scrutinise
some power deals signed by the four-
partyalliance government.

The present commitlee
includes Chairman of the
University Grants Commission
Prof Nazrul Islam, defence repre-
sentative Maj Gen Tsmail Faruk
Chowdbury, journalist Ataus
Samad, geologist Prof Badrul
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Lanka may be
last recipient of
Buddha's hair

DwAIPAYAN BARUA, i

The hair-relic of Gautam Buddha,
to be presented to the Sri Lankan
governiment later this month,
might be the last Buddhist relics
to be given away, as Banglndesh's
own stock of such relics is now
verylittle.

“We would not be able 1o give
any relics to anyone in future as
the quantity is very little and
might be exhausted,” said Ajit
Barua, President of the
Bangladesh Buddhist
Association,

Since a Tibetan monk denated
it in 1930, the hair relics (Kesho
Dhatu) of Gautam Buddha have
been preserved in Chittagong
Buddhist Monastery in the pornt
cityforlast 77 years.

The gift to Sri Lanka would not

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

Kumar, Mahela rule

BiSHWANT ROY from Kandy

There were spells of sporadic rain

but those could not stop a full day's
action, unlike the last two days, on
the third day of the final Test as
Kumar Sangokkara and Mashela
Jayawardene put the Bangladesh
bowling attack to sword at the
Asgiriva Stadium here yesterday,
During their record third wicket
stand of 311 runs, the highest for

any wicket against Bangladesh, the
left-right combination once again
played big role as Sri Lanka ended
the day exactly on 500 for 4, already
a maminoth 369-run first innings
lead.

Sri Lanka skipper Jayawardene
was dismissed after scoring 165
runs but his deputy Sangakkara,
who was unbeaten on 22%,
slammed his second consecutive
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Crickel updates are now in your pockel.

Just dial
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This adorned wooden potin frant of the statue of Buddha contains his hair,

part of which will be gifted to Sri Lanka,
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Sircar violated
basic standard
of ﬁnam:lal
propriety

M Hafizuddin wmes-
taThe Daily Star

Section 10 of
the General
Financial
Rules says:
"Every officer
incurring or
authorising
expenditure
from public funds Should be
guided by high standards of finun-
cial propriety.”

Tis sub-section 3 says: *No
authority should exercise its pow-
ers for -iancﬁunlncghexpendllum 1o
pass an order which will be directly
orindirectly o ltsown advantage.”

According to the general finan-
cial rues, the mothec.of alf finan-
cial rules, the existing practico is
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Reforms with a
'motive’ won't
bring good
Says Gayeshwar after
meeting Bhuiyan
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Joint &ecretnry Genonl
Gaycshwar Chandra %
il ‘along been siding with Khaleda
Zin on the issug of intra:
reforms, yesterday met pru
leader and Secretiry Genetal Abdul
M“&’:ﬂ Bhui% the mneﬁng
ng ou nt
Bhuiyan's Guishan residence, he
said that it woulld bring no’ for
the party or the country if the: is 4
mnumhehmddpmfumlnlﬁatﬁt
"Reforms should be carried out
with mrynnt ‘invalved in the
rocess and n
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Study and EARN in the

USA

BRING DOCUMENTS, MEET AMERICAN OFFICIAL OF 9 UNWERBITIES
IMMEDIATE ACCEPTANCE & FINANCIAL AID CONFIRMED IF QUALIFIED

Major fields including actuarial studies, business, communications, computer science,

cytotechnology, design, ecology, education, engineering, fisheries biology-culture, health
care administration, hotel & tourism, IT, marine biology, nursing, pre-med, ete,

Bachelor-Master degrees from universities located in
Alaska, California, Florida, Pennsylvania, Utah, Washington

ATTEND FREE WALK-IN INTERVIEWS

*Latest student visa information *Financial aid
“CPT: EARN US$4D,000+ WHILE STUDYING MASTER DEGREE

SHERATON HOTEL, DHAKA

9AM TO 5PM, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JULY 14 & 15, 2007
BRING ACADEMIC RECORDS FOR INTERVIEW

From now on, everyone will say Kop Koon!
( the Thai phrase Kop Koon means thankyou.)

thankyou discount now with THAI Airways.

Making our flying fantasies come alive- a gift from Grameenphone

All Grameenphone subscribers will get special thankyou discount on flying
anywhere with Thai Airways. You can avail this offer at the Thai Airways head
office as well as 150 travel agencies throughout Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet.*

!
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i THAI Airways Head Office: 880-2-8314711-18
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