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The Baily Star

Eves bowl
UAE out
for 9

TIGERCRICKET.COM, undated

Bangladesh women's cricket team
bowled out United Arab Emirates
for only 9 runs in their opening
match of the eight-nation ACC
women's cricket tournament at the
PT Ibrahim Institute ground in
Johor yesterday.

After skipper Tazkia Akhtar
deciding to bowl first, they packed
off the UAE batswomen inside nine
overs for only 9 runs. Panna Ghosh
took five wickets for six runs while
Shamima Akhtar grabbed three
wickets fortwo runs.

In reply, the two Bangladeshi
openers only took eight balls to
reach the winning target. Chameli
remained unbeaten on 6 while her
partner Tazkia was on 1 as
Bangladesh won by ten wickets.

Bangladesh will take on
Singapore in their second match on
Friday.

Camoranesi
extends Juve
contract

AFP, Rome

Italian World cup winning
midfielder Mauro Camoranesi will
be staying at Juventus until 2010
after signing an extension to his
contract on Tuesday, the club
announced.

Camoranesi joined Juventus in
2002 and has since turned out in
206 games, scoring 21 goals.

The 30-year-old is the third
senior player over the summer to
penanew deal at Juve ahead of the
new season after French striker
David Trezeguet and World Cup
winning goalkeeper Gianluigi
Buffon.

Reds to sign
Benayoun

AFP, Liverpool

Liverpool on Tuesday reached
agreement over a fee with West
Ham for midfielder Yossi Benayoun,
the player's agent Ronen Katzav
said.

The Israeli has been a target of
Reds manager Rafael Benitez for
some weeks and after haggling over
the price 27-year-old the two clubs
appear to have struck a deal.

And now a fee -- as yet undis-
closed -- has been settled on Katzav
expects the transfer to be com-
pleted pretty swiftly.

"It should be completed in the
next 48 hours. Everybody would be
happy to play for Liverpool. West
Ham will always be in his heart but
he is looking to move up alevel."

Amal clinches
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In the age-group events, Omar
Sunny beat Mozammel Hossain 7-5,
6-4 to clinch the boys' under-16 while
Tasnuva Shahid came from behind
to beat Aita Zaman Bhabna 0-6, 6-2,
6-3 to lift the girls' title for the same
age limit. In the boys' under-13 final,
Biplob Ram emerged champion
beating RustamAli 5-7, 6-0, 6-1.

. 2} ke
)
- ¥ .
- ,f' n

-

- _....
d :I‘-p-Wﬂ\tJ

PHOTO: INTERNET

Bowlers Panna Ghosh (R) holds the match ball along with Shamima Khatun after the pair skittled out UAE in their first
match of the ACC Women's Cricket Tournament at the PT Ibrahim Institute ground in Johor yesterday.

Geoff favourite
for Pak job

Cricket

PTI, Karachi

Australian fast bowler Geoff
Lawson seems to have nudged
ahead of compatriots Dav
Whatmore and Richard Done in the
race to become the Pakistan cricket
coach with captain Shoaib Malik
favouring him over the other two
candidates.

Pakistan's cricket manager Talat
Ali, who met with the chairman of
the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) to
discuss the issue, has also admitted
to supporting Lawson.

Ali is confident that the national
team will have a fulltime coach
before the Twenty20 World Cup in
South Africa in September.

The PCB will discuss the creden-
tials off all three prospective candi-
dates and take a final decision on
the new coach at an ad-hoc commit-

tee meeting in Karachion July 16.

"l am sure the board will decide
on the new coach soon and he
should be able to join us in the
training camp for the Twenty20
tournament next month," Ali, him-
self aformer Test batsman, said.

Meanwhile, Whatmore, who was
until recently seen as the most likely
candidate to get the Pakistan job,
had used some of his old contacts in
SriLanka to get some of the present
players to speak out in his favour
and back his appointment.

Sources in the Pakistan board
said in the end whatever decision
the PCB takes on Monday, the
feedback it has got from Ali and
Captain Shoaib Malik (both said to
be in favour of Lawson) will count for
alot.

Sources said the board will also
keep in mind the issue of security
when appointing the new coach.

Bianchi close
to City

AFP, Rome

Reggina striker Rolando Bianchi is
close to becoming Sven Goran
Eriksson's first signing for English
Premiership club Manchester City,
Reggina president Lillo Foti said on
Tuesday.

"The deal is in the final phase.
We have not signed on anything
yet, but we have reached an agree-
ment," Foti said.

The fee for the 24-year-old Serie
Aforward is said to be in the region
of 8.5 million pounds (17 million
dollars).

Bianchi, 24, is regarded as one
of the best young forwards in Italy.

He joined Reggina from Serie A
rivals Cagliari in 2005 and his 18
goals helped the Calabrian side
survive relegation last season.

According to Italian media
reports, newly-promoted Serie A
clubs Juventus and Napoli were
also chasing Bianchi.

Former England manager
Eriksson was installed as
Manchester City's new coach last
week.
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South Korea's Choi Sung-kuk Choi (R) shoots from the penalty spot to score against Saudi Arabia during their Asian Cup Group D match at the Bung Karno
Stadium in Jakarta on Wednesday. The match was stopped, with the score at1-1, due to light failure and when it resumed, the scoreline remained the same.

Sussex draw
with India

AFP, Hove

India were denied victory in the
opening match of their England
tour as county champions Sussex
saw their last-wicket pair hold out
for a draw on the fourth and final
day here on Tuesday.

Sussex, set 273 to win, finished
on 190 for nine.

India leg-spinner Anil Kumble
took three for 57 but Robin Martin-
Jenkins, with 45 not out and last
man Jason Lewry, who survived 24
balls while making an unbeaten
eight, hung on to avoid defeat.

In all 17 wickets fell on the last
day, eight of them belonging to
India. But having been 120 for
eight, India saw No 10 Rudra
Pratap Singh, primarily a left-arm
quick, scores 41 not out.

Singh put on 64 for the ninth
wicket with India captain Rahul
Dravid, who declared with his side
on 184 for eight.

India now play England Lions --
the new name for England's Aside -
- in a three-day match at
Chelmsford, the home of eastern
county Essex, in a three-day match
starting on Friday.

The first Test of a three-match
series against England is sched-
uled to begin at Lord's a week on
Thursday.

SCORES IN BRIEF

INDIA: 388 for 7 declared (Laxman
95, Gambhir 81, Karthik 76, Dravid
57 ret hurt; Saglain 3-71) and 184
for 8 declared.

SUSSEX: 300-6 declared (Hodd
106 not out, Yardy 53; Kumble 3-
66) and 190-9 (Montgomerie 59;
Kumble 3-57).

Result: Sussex drew with India.

Gourcuff extends
Milan contract

AFP, Rome

Talented French midfielder Yoann
Gourcuff has signed a one-year
contract extension with AC Milan, the
Serie Aclub said on Tuesday.

The 20-year-old's new deal will
keep him with the reigning European
champions until 2012.

Gourcuff, who joined AC Milan
from French first division side Rennes
last summer, is regarded as a star in
the making but spent most of last
season on the bench.

Gourcuff played for the France
side that won the 2005 under-19
European championship.

Marcus back
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some of the darkest days I've ever
had. It's nice to get recognition in
one-day cricket."

Among the players who missed
out, despite being involved in the
World Cup campaign in the West
Indies are former one-day captain
Michael Vaughan and opening
batsman Andrew Strauss.

The inaugural World Twenty20
takes place in South Africa from
September 11-24.
PROVISIONAL 30

Paul Collingwood (captain), James
Anderson, lan Bell, Ravi Bopara,
Tim Bresnan, Stuart Broad, Glen
Chapple, Alastair Cook, Andrew
Flintoff, James Kirtley, Jon Lewis,
Mal Loye, Darren Maddy, Dimitri
Mascarenhas, Paul Nixon, Monty
Panesar, Mark Pettini, Kevin
Pietersen, Liam Plunkett, Matt Prior,
Chris Schofield, Owais Shah, Ryan
Sidebottom, Jeremy Snape, Vikram
Solanki, Chris Tremlett, Marcus
Trescothick, lan Trott, Luke Wright,
Michael Yardy.

Abahani cross
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BROTHERS: Nizam, Lajuk (Faisal),
Rony, Shuvra, Masud Rana, Shakil,
Liton (Monwar), Inani, Mamun, Tapu
(Manju) and Junior.

TOP SCORERS

14 goals: Junior (Brothers), Paul
(Mohammedan)

9 goals: Emily (Abahani), Emeka
(Mohammedan)

7 goals: Robin (Farashganj), Alfaz
(Muktijoddha)

6 goals: Nicodemus (Arambagh),
Abraham (Ctg Abahani), Younes
(Russel), Moni (Muktijoddha)

5 goals: Khokon (Ctg Abahani)

4 goals: Prashanta, Mamun (Khulna
Abahani), Ighir (Russel), Abul
(Abahani), Brahim (Muktijoddha)

3 goals: Pikul, Tajul (Khulna
Abahani), Ibrahim, Nazrul
(Abahani), Apu (Rahmatganj),
Biketi, Iddi (Arambagh), Asif (Ctg
Mohammedan), Francis
(Rahmatganj)

Iran survive
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But it was half-time substitute
Kazemian who snatched it for Iran,
running on to Andranik
Teymourian's through-ball and
finishing coolly with his right foot on
77 minutes.

Iran are bidding to break a 31-
year title drought after winning three
in arow from 1968-1976. They have
not made the final since despite
reaching the last four on five sepa-
rate occasions.

Uzbekistan were quarterfinalists
in 2004 and narrowly missed out on
qualifying for last year's World Cup.
The Central Asian team's finest
moment was winning the Asian
Games title on debutin 1994.

WC profits will erase
WICB deficit

Cricket

AFP, London

Profits from this year's World Cup in
the Caribbean will eliminate the
financial deficit of the West Indies
Cricket Board (WICB), organisers
said in a statement released
Tuesday.

In April, WICB president Ken
Gordon said the 15 million dollars
deficit was hampering plans to
launch a long-awaited regional
development plan.

However, with 32 million dollars
earned in ticket revenue alone,
Gordon -- who will not be seeking
re-election when his term as presi-

dent ends later this month -- said in
a statement released after a board
meeting in Kingston, Jamaica on
Friday, that tournament profits
would erase the shortfall.

"We sold more tickets (672,000)
than the last two cricket world cups
in South Africa (625,000) and
England (476,000) and garnered
32 million dollars in ticket revenue
which the ICC (International Cricket
Council) has told us is the highest
gate ever.

"The profit from the event will
also eliminate the deficit of the
WICB and this augurs well for the
future of West Indies cricket," he
added.

However, there were criticisms
of the ninth Cricket World Cup, the
first staged in the Caribbean, with

some local fans unhappy with the
price of match tickets and overseas
cricket followers taken aback by
vastly-inflated hotel prices across
the region.

The tournament was overshad-
owed early on by the death of
Pakistan coach and former
England player Bob Woolmer.

Then came the bungled end to
the April 28 final. Australia beat Sri
Lanka at Barbados's Kensington
Oval but only after match officials,
fearful of having to use the reserve
day, insisted the game be com-
pleted in pitch black darkness
having forgotten a standard playing
condition which says a result can be
declared following 20 overs in the
second innings.

Morris could be

CRICINFO, undated

The England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) could become the
first British sports governing
body to elect a black chairman if,
as expected, Bill Morris, the
former leader of the Transport
and General Workers Union
(TGWU), announces his inten-
tion to stand as David Morgan's
successor.

Lord Morris, 68, was born in
Jamaica but moved to Britain as
a 16-year-old. As a self-
confessed "cricket nut", he has
served for three years as a non-
executive member of the ECB
management board, during
which time he has worked hard
on the Chance to Shine initiative
which is attempting to rebuild the
connection between schools and
local cricket clubs.

Morris led the TGWU from
1991 to 2003 and has since
served on a number of national
bodies. He was appointed as a
non-executive director of the

Bank of England in 1998, and
was a member of the Royal
Commission for the Reform of
the House of Lords from 1999 to
2000 -- a good training ground
for dealing with the backwoods-
men of the ECB.

Morris himself has been coy
about his intentions, and last
week said: "We have an able and
competent board and any of the
members would make an admira-
ble successor to David Morgan,
who will be a hard act to follow."
But he is widely regarded as the
most palatable choice, espe-
cially as several of his fellow
board members are perceived to
have maverick tendencies.

Giles Clarke, the Somerset
chairman, is among the
frontrunners for the role,
although he remains unforgiven
by many for playing a key role in
brokering the deal that removed
live Test cricket from terrestrial
television. Meanwhile Rod
Bransgrove at Hampshire has
been outspoken in his attempts
to bring Test cricket to the Rose

Mourinho likes
Beck's chances

m Football

AFP, Los Angeles

Jose Mourinho, who is leading his
Chelsea club on a three-game
tour of California starting this
week, said David Beckham and
Major League Soccer are a good
fit.

"It's a big moment for Los
Angeles and for US soccer and |
think they couldn't choose a
better player to achieve what they
want to achieve," Chelsea boss
Mourinho said here Tuesday.

English football star Beckham
is expected to make his MLS
debut in a pre-season friendly
against Chelsea at the Home
Depot Centre in the south central
Los Angeles suburb of Carson on
July 21.

Chelsea wraps up its tour
against the Galaxy that is likely to
mark Beckham's North American
debut.

The Blues will face Mexican
side Club America in Stanford on

Saturday night and South Korean
side Suwon Bluewings next
Tuesday but all the talk in Los
Angeles is about the clash
against Beckham's Galaxy.

And the Portuguese boss is
convinced the former England
captain will raise the profile of
soccer in the America.

"l think it's a pity for European
football that a good player like
him is gone but we all in Europe
want soccer in the US to go up,"
he said.

"It is a market that if it does
then it is good for everybody and
they couldn't choose a better
player for their objectives
because he is more than a player.
If it is the game for David
Beckham with LA Galaxy against
Chelsea | will be very happy to
participate in this way."

Mourinho also insists he is
happy with the balance of his
Chelsea squad as he plots to
wrestle the Premier League title
from Manchester United's grasp
next season.

Bowl. Two other candidates are
expected to be the Surrey chair-
man, Mike Soper, and the former
chief executive at Warwickshire,
Dennis Amiss.

The ECB chairman will be
elected by the 18 first-class coun-
ties as well as the MCC.
Nominations close on July 23, the
ballot will take place on August 13,
and the new chairman will be
officially confirmed on August 28.

West Ham
not giving in

AFP, London

West Ham United have rejected a
bid by want-away striker Carlos
Tevez to cancel his contract with
the London club as he tries to
move to Premiership champions
Manchester United.

Tevez wants to try to re-start his
transfer to Old Trafford by using a
similar method to that which saw
fellow Argentinian Javier
Mascherano leave the Hammers
for Liverpool last season.

In order for that to happen both
West Ham and the Premier
League would have to cancel his
registration. However, this has yet
to happen and world governing
body FIFA could yet be called in to
break the impasse.

A West Ham spokesman
Wednesday referred reporters to
last Friday's statement by club
chairman Eggert Magnusson,
which stated: Carlos Tevez is a
registered West Ham player,
contracted to the club until June
2010. There is no agreement with
West Ham for Carlos Tevez to
leave the club."

Sultan ready
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which expired last April, was given
the responsibility by the FIFA and
AFC to amend its constitution
according to FIFA statutes before
holding an election. The incumbent
BFF executive committee was given
a maximum time of one year to
complete the job.

The Sports Adviser in his recent
speeches mentioned that he is
eager to get rid of corruption in
sports and hoped to remodel the
federations that have failed to
deliver the goods.
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