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NOTUN BAZAR TO GULSHAN-2

Ban on rickshaw, hus causes

Mmumnusm

form of public transpnrmnon
facilities exists for thousands of
commuters travelling from
Notun Bazar to Gulshan 2 on the
longstretch of Madani Avenue.
Prohibltion on all sorts of
public transportation including
rickshaws, human haulers and
on this avenue left com-
muters with no option but to
depend solely on ever-defiant

During the office hours, hundreds of
commuters are seen on the pavement
beside the US embassy, anxiously waiting
for transport. Whenever an autorickshaw
stops there, several passengers encircle it
to rent it. Eventually, the autorickshaw

himself in the middle of
nowhere, After waiting around
half an hour for an autorickshaw
Tareq finally gave up and started
walking.

As rickshaws are prohibited
from the main street, sometimes
rickshawpullers agree to drop off
passengers near Banani Bridge
for a hefty amount of fare. They
dodge traffic officials and slowly
zigzag their way across the differ-
ent alleys to finally drop the

CNG-run auto rickshaws or taxi . = passengers off near the bridge.
cabs. takes 4 to 5 distinct passengers charging — mwo to three passengers tend

Human haulers, the most to share the rickshaw for such
favoursd means of transport for around Tk 25 to Tk 30 from each of them trip paying Tk around 20 each.
the commuters, have been A Local ward commissioner
barred from this road earlier this forasmall tl'ip to Banani AFM Abdul Aleem could not be
year while rickshaws and buses reached for his comment despite
were withdrawn years back. repeated attemplts,

The commuters from Notun
‘Bazar to Kakoli, Banani or else-
where need to find a way to reach
Gulshan 2 from where they can
board human haulers or buses
that come from Gulshan 1.

Thousands of office goers,
students, businessmen and
general commuters undergo
immense sufferings everyday on
their quest to reach their destina-

tions. my way inside the human haul-  once in a while he tends o take  Déed some more public trans- =
Thousands of private job- jers and now 1 have to do the the bus when the carisnotavail-  portation,” said an official from x - o
holders, students, businessmen  same sort of scuffles justtogeta  able. the traffic department of Dhaka ¥ .
and others have to undergo this  CNG autorickshaw,” said Aziz- He tends to leave the bus at  Metropolitan Police. - - G FuNY e
suffering due to lack of public yl-huq, a service holder from  Natun Bazar and board a human "Buses are prohibited from { h— i
transport or rickshaws. South Badda. haulier 1o reach his university.  plying this sireet, and I am not =l g
During the office hours, hun- “lused to spend Tk 3 to go to  However, unaware of the ban of  really sure why they banncd £ - =
dreds of cammuters are seen on - Banani Bazar from Natun Bazar  the human hauliers, 'Ian'L1 found  human h: m!lt tst00,” headded, Hundreds of commulers wait along the main mads trying to find a transpnrt
——————— — ——— —— ——— — e —— — — — e —_—— ——

the pavement beside the US
embassy, anxiously wailing for
transport. Whenever an
autorickshawstops there, several
passengers encircle it to rent it.
Eventually, the autorickshaw
takes 4 to 5 distinct passengers
charging around Tk 25 to Tk 30
fromeach of them for a small trip
to Banani,

“Previously | had to wrestle

in @ human haulier, but now 1
have to spend Tk 30 to cover the
same distance with CNG three-
wheelers,” he added,

Tareq Ahmed, a student of
American International
University Bangladesh (AIUB),
has to pass through this street to
gotohis universitylocated on the
Manik Mia Avenue. Although
usually he uses a private car,

According to traffic officials,
thelack of adegquate public trans-
portation in this street is due 1o
the number of foreign embassies
located in theregion,

, “This street is a vital organ in
the city's traffic infrastructure as
it connects the northern part of
IhI(! city with the vast northeast-
e part. The thousands of peo-
plé who use this street certainly

suffering to commuters
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Lead acid battery: Thousands cry for trammg on safe handlmg

DURDANA GHilAS

Several thousand people um:e
involved in the lead acid battery
recycling sector are now jobless
as the battery dismantling units
were shut down s few months
ago as a.measure 1o check envi-
ronmental pollution.

"I closed down my factory
after the restriction on disman-
tling batteries came into effect.
When the factory was in opera-
tion we used to recover 1,000
tonnes of lead from used batter-
ies a year,” said Haji Lokman
Hossain Khan who owns Madina
Metal and Chemical Industry at

' According to a study by Waste
Concern, an NGO working on
recycling and waste manage-
ment, used lead acid battery
(ULAB) recycling is a big recy-
cling sector in the country where
around 6,000 people were

Lokman and other battery dismantiing
factory owners are now waiting for
government approval to resume their
business in an environmentally safe
method. “We. will start our work again
after six months after getting proper
licence from government. We will import
a machine from India to recycle batteries
that will not poliute environment. By
using that machine we are expecting to
recover 65 percent lead,” he said

involved.

In 2006 around 6,26,376 lead
acld batteries were dismantled in
the country recovering 7,428
tonnes of lead. Apart from lead,
all parts of the batieries are recy-
cled for making various prod-
ucts.

Big factories and the backyard
smelters on the city outskirts like
Kamrangirchar and Kholamora
used to recover around 3,000
topnes of lead a year. The vsed
batteries are collected mainly
from scrap shops. .

The battery dismantling uniis
were ¢losed down due to a law
forbidding unsafe recycling that
pollutes environmentand affects
workers' health.

Lokman Hossain Khan has
been in car battery dismantling
business since 1980. His Madina
Metal was the biggest batiery-
dismantling factory in the city.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

Workers are dismanﬂinn lead acld haﬂenss ina scrap shop in Sagunbagucha daspna the Iaw iurbiddmg the actmty
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