Armychlef comes
1o 85-yr-old's
rescue from

Joan shackles
k UDRNMOW ENT, Nilphamari

Eightw-five year old, Manomnjan
Ray, who hid been sentto juil ns he
failed to repay a loan taken from
the Krishi Unnayan Bank, wus

yesterday as Chiefaf Atmy.

. Staff General Moeen U Ahmed

cleared the poor man's debt.
The army chief took the mave

. following a° feport of the daily

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Arrest warrant
issued against
Bashundhara
Group chief's son
Interpol help might be
sought to arrest him

- STAR REPORT

A Dhaks court yesterday issued
arfest warrant against Shafiyat
Sabhan Sanbir, son of
Bashundhara  Group Chairman
Ahmed Akbur Sobhan, in connec-
‘tion with the killing of Humayun
Kabir Sabbir arul directed the
authorities cancerned to send the
whrrant through Interpal to take
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

_Banks asked tor

furnish account
info of Moudud,
his family

STAPF CORRESPONDENT

The tasklorce Gnder the national
puardination commitiee for grave
offences yesterday asked different
commercial banks 1o subunit
account information of 15 individ-
uals wad arganisations including
former law minister Moudud
Ahmed, his wife and children.

The other people and organi-
sations listed In the task force
letter are Moudiid's relatives, the

people who hiad worked with him, .

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

It's not always
possible to go
by constitution
Says Mainul

UNB, Dhake

Law and Information Adviser
Miiinul Hosein yesterday said the
country is not riunning in line with
the normal rule of law because of
the prevailing state of emergency’
under which it's notalways possi-
bleto go by the constitution.

e made the observations while
tulking to repaiters at his informa-
tion ministry office about the
aehivvementsmade by the care taker

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

SAVING BURIGANGA

Plan to pipe in water
fnnnkununa

STAFE CORRESPONTIENT

The government vesterduy decided:
to lift the water level in the
Burigangs by piping in water from
the Jamuna and ensure increased
water supplytothe city dwellers.

Atameeting of the local govern-
ment and rural development
(LGRD) ministry with Adviser
Anwarul Igbal in the chalr, it also
directed the Directorate of
Environment (DoE) to take neces-
sary measures to stop pollution in
the Buriganga, Turag, Balu and
Shitalakhya, all flowing around the
capital.

Estimated to cost Tk 61688
crote from the public puise, a

riverlevelsinwater supply.

If implemented, it would
increase water level and decrense
pollution in the rivers surrounding
Dhaka. It all would enable the
Water and Sewerage Authority
{(Wasa), 10 come up with more
drinking water to meet the growing
demand in the city, meeting
saurcessald.

Besides, the project would maks
effective the ciroular waterways
thathavelongbeenlyingidie,

According 10 the project pro-
posdl, the authorities plan to bring
inwaterto the BurigangaandTurag
through pipelines from the Jamuna
at Naparpur in Tangail. The work
would be done only in the dry

Under the inter-ministerial
project, the river beds oo will he
dug to increase the navigability of
the Burigangs, Tureg, Balu and
Shitalakhya,

The Wasa, which is responsible
for water supply and sewerage
network in Dhaka city, is now hav-
ing! difficulties’ getting up new
treatinent plants a4 the under-
graund water level his gone down
top far: Once the project is com-
pleted, {itwould splve thatproblem,
the meeting sourcesadded.

Gurrently, the authority has four
treatment plants and can supply
every day 31 crore litrey of water to
the city dwellers, whereas the
demand remains much higher.

wivw. thedailystar.net

Roadmap for
polls Sunday

STATF CORRESPONDENT

The Blection Commission (EC) on
Sunday will announce a tentative
date for holding the stalled ninth
parliamentary elections and
detlare the roadmap to the polls in
which the date for completing the
voter list with photogmphs would
bementioned.

Sources said the chief election
commissioner (CEC) on Sunday
would make the roadmap publicin
i press confercnce at the EC
Secretariat.

Meanwhile, the CEC and two

other election commissioners
yvesterday afternoon met Chief
Adviser to the Caretaker
Government Fakhruddin Ahmed at
his office and didcussed various
issues regurding the stalled ninth
parliamentary polls, the EC's
roadmap: 10 polls and plans for
electoral reforms.

Blection Commissioner Brig
Gen (rerd) M Sakhawat Hossain
told The Daily Star that the EC
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project has already been planned’  season, as the water levels are  Atyesterday's meeting the DoE | would announce its complete plan | Construction work of Gulistan-Jatrabari fiyover remains stalled for over a year as Dhaka City Corporation advisory
in view of the importance of higher usuallyhighduring the monsoon, SEE PAGE 15 COL 5 SEE PAGE 2 cOL 8 | commiltee on flyovers detected flaws in its design. The photo was taken from Gulistan end of the flyover. = 4
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Replacing age-old fleet
must for saving Biman

RASHIDUL HASAN

Biman Bangladesh Airlings' planes
get frequently grounded for techini-
cal reasons due to its aging feet
which has only old generation
pircraft. aged between 17 1o 28
years, exceptonly nwo,

Such grounding of aireraft is
wreaking havoc on Biman's flight
schedule chipping away at its
marketshare.

Ne other international airline
uses such antiguated aircraft
which end up incurring 4 very high
operating cost; Biman insiders
said. They also identified the high
operating cost as one of the main
reasons [or the national flag car-
rler'stuming intoa losing concem.

Usually reputed international
aitlings use only new aircraft for six
to seven years before replacing
them with-the latest ones, aceord-
ing to Biman sources.

Biman presently owns three
types of aircraft -- four DC10-30s,
four F-28s, and three A310-3005,
Production of DC10-30s and ¥-28s
has been discontinued because of
theirlackofviability in business.

Biman's current market share of
pussenpers plummetedito approxi-
mately 32 percent from 57 percent
in 18991, the planning department
of Biman disclosed to The Daily
Star.

Due to a pre-eminence of
buresucratic red tape and for a
vested interest group, Biman conld
not buy new generation aireraft so
far, the airline sources said.

In 2005-06, Biman carried only
about 14 lakh passengers out of the
30 lakh that boarded different
airliners ar Zia International
Airport, the sources added.

Outofatotal of 11 aircraft of the
Biman fleet, only six are operating
now while the rest are grounded

dueto technical malfunctions,

Out of the four DC10-30s three
are29vears old while the otheris 17
years old, the four F-28s are 31

. vears old, and two of the A310-300s

are 11 years old while the other is 7
yearsald,

On Saturday, some 200
Abudhabl bound passengers of
Biman got stuck at Zia for 39 hoyrs
because the flight was delayed due
to a technical glitch on the ant-
quated ajroraft, the sotrces said.

Inanother ingident on Stinday, a
DE10-30 of Biman had to hover over
Zin for half an hour before it could
make a landing, due 10 a trouble
with its wheels. The aircraft {s yet to
beready forflying, thesources said.

"Antiquated aircraft of Biman
impose high operating cost
because they are fuel guzzlers,”
said a high official of Biman wish-
inganonymity.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Held politicians
crowd hospitals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ten out of the 62 political leaders
who are considered important
prisoners and have been granted
divisions in jail remain admiced to
hospitals for different medical
conditions.

Someof themcontinue to stayin
the hospitals just to avoid jall They
are living alife quite luxurious when
in the first place they are not sick
enoughtobethere, saidsources,

General Secretary of Awami
League (AL) Abdul Jalil, AL presid-
ium members Shetkh Farlul Karim
Sellm and Kazi Zafrullah, AL Toint
General Secretary Obaidul Quader,
Chittagong City Corporation
Mayor Mohiuddin Chowdhury,
former BNP lawmaker Salauddin
Quader Chowdhury, former hous-
ing and public works minister
Mirza Abbas, ex-state minister for
home Lutfozzeman Babar, former
BNP lawmakers Abu Taher and
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu are the
ones undergoing reatment, said
prison solrees.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Grand opaning of the largest & first
24 hours restaurant in the country

5th to 13th July 2007

5-1gth July
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: Dhaka Regency, Airport Road, Nikunja 2
< Ho1 3012, Bo11483, 0171 2338645
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ILL-GOTTEN WERALTH
Charges framed against

Ex-BNP lawmaker
Munshi, his family

Falu, wife sued for submitting

false wealth report

STAR REPORT

A special court yesterday framed
clinrges against former lawmaker
Monjurul Ahsan Munshi, his wife
Sajeda Ahsan and two sons
Rijwanul Ahsan and Rijviul Ahsan
for illegally: accumulating wealth
and concealing information about
their nssets in the statement sub-
mitted to the Anti-Coerruption
Commission (ACC),

A tase was filed against BNP
leader and former lawmaker from
Dhako-10 gonstituency Mosaddek

All Falu and his wife on Sunday

night on charges of submitting

fnlse wealth statements tothe Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC)
and concealing information about
theirwealth.

Police yesterday submitted
charge sheet to a Gazipur court
against detained BNP leader Brig
Gen (retd) ASM Hannan Shah, his
son Rezaul Hannan and fve nthers in
connectionwithanextartion case.

The ACC yesterday sought a
seven-day remand | (o interrogate
detaingd former BNP lnwmaker M
Naser Rahman in connection with
a graft case while a Dhaka ourt
dllowed ACC 1o interrpgate Sonali

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Bhuiyan's men take
a counter swipe
at Khaleda

Matin denies
govt role in
making or
breaking parties

UNB, Diaka _r; i
STAFF CORRESPONDENT talking about a:possible splitin the {c}';nemlr?md} m"‘ m m
parly themselves probably want to yesterday said th g

Following Khaleds Zia's strong
criticism of BNP's reformist faction
led by Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuivan on Sunday,
leaders of that faction ok their

brepkitup,

The pro-Mannan leadess also
decided 10 discuss with district
level Jeaders their party reform

proposal to make the initiative o |

not aware of the ba

Lengue chief Shall

allr.-gnl:lun thatmil
is engaged in making s

turn yesterday in coming down  success through getting that P‘ﬂiu“a]!’m '
hard on thelr cialmperson. adopted by a party cauncil. [ don't know: 'ﬂ"’
They said they do not want ta The dissident leaders during & | The government MW naw

split the party mther they want to
makeitstrongen

meeting with Mannan Bhuiyan in
his residence yesterday blasted

anything about it and this
reality,” he said while talk

Alluding to Khaleda, BNP's  Khaleda for horaccusations against | reportors athis minisiry,
reformist leaders of Mannan fac-  themsndtheirleaderof reforms. Matin again mjeded ihe
tion alleged that people who are SEE PAGE 15 COL 4 SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

A Bank Asia

LIMITED

CREDIT RATING REPORT

(Entity Rating)

Credit Ratmg Agency of Bangladesh Limited (CRAB) has assigned AA, (Pmounuqd
Double A Two) rating in the Long Term and ST, rating in the Short Term to mm ¥
Limited (BAL). :

Commercial Banks rated AA, in the Long Term are adjudged to be very strong
characterized by very good financials, healthy and sustainable franchises, ¢ i
operating environment. This level of rating indicates strong capacity for timely
of financial commitments, with very low likeliness of being adversely affe
foreseeable cvents.
¢ Commercial Banks rated ST, in the Short Term are considered to have
for timely repayment. Banks rated in this category are characterised with oo mds
position in terms of liguidity, intemal fund gencration, and access to alternative sources.
of funds is outstanding. ol




