The B

A repented BNWA starts
fair anyway

CiTY CORRESPONDENT

Amidst protest by local resi-
dents and environmentalists,
Bangladesh National Weavers
Association (BNWA) yesterday
started its month long fair at the
T&T playground in Sher-e-
Banglanagar, depriving thou-
sands of local children from
sporting activities.

Dewan Mohammad Ismail,
President, BNWA, an unregis-
tered organisation, however
said that they have obtained all
necessary permission from the
Ministry of Housing and Public
Works to occupy the play-
ground for a month.

"PWD regularly rents out the
playground. We just rented it for
amonth", said Ismail.

"We understand how impor-
tant it is for the kids to play but
we have spent so much for the
arrangement and therefore we
justwant to finish the fairand go
home," he said.

"We have spent Tk 1.5 lakh
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as rent and Tk 22,500 as vat to
PWD. To set up 26 stalls we had
to spend more. Throughout the
fair we just want to retrieve the
investment and wind up the
fair," he added.

Ferdous Ahmed Quarishi,
Editor, Dainik Desh Banlga
inaugurated the fair. While
contacted Quarishi told Star
City that he had no idea about
the recent developments.

"We do have a very limited
numbers of playground in
Dhaka city but we have to con-
sider the poor condition of the
weavers as well. They don't
have a permanent place to sell
their products", said Quarishi.

"Playground should be used
for playing. Authorities should
consider about sporting issues
first and then decide about
renting playgrounds," he
added.

Local people yesterday
expressed their anger over
the allocation of the play-
ground. They said the author-
ities keep renting the play-

"PWD regularly rents out the playground. We
just rented it for a month", said Ismail. "We
understand how important it is for the kids to
play but we have spent so much for the arrange-
ment and therefore we just want to finish the fair
and go home,"” he said. "We have spent Tk 1.5
lakh as rent and Tk 22,500 as vat to PWD. To set
up 26 stalls we had to spend more

ground on a regular basis for
making some quick money at
the expense of the public
health and sporting activities
of the local youths.

"This culture of occupying
playground for months on
commercial purposes, depriv-
ing the youths is not new, we
have seen how city corporation
behaved over the last few years
with playgrounds in Dhanmondi

and other places in the city,"
said aresident of Nakhalpara.
The BNWA faced a stiff
résistance on July 1 when
officials went to take over
the playground. On the day
local youths who had set up
an artificial turf to play
cricket on the playground
refused to budge when
BNWA officials asked them
to go away. The Tejgaon

police came to the rescue of
the BNWA and arrested a
young cricketer for demand-
ing his right to play. The
young cricketer had to give
an undertaking to the police
promising that he would not
return to the playground
until the fair was over. The
police released him after
the written undertaking by
the young man.

A month-long weavers' fair started on the T&T playground at the Manik Mia Avenue.
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Permanent structure DCC to hide

Waste pickers toil to safeguard
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“l do not want to work here. Please
do something for me,” he said. "I
want to go to school but | am stuck
with this work as | have to help my
family.”

With a sack on his shoulder,
Rubel goes to Matuail sanitary
landfill on the outskirts of the city
every morning and collects scrap.
He sells the things to local scarp
traders. These things finally go to
recycling industry to produce
metal, glass and plastic goods.

“But every day is not bad.
Sometimes we get valuable things.
Once | got two hundred-dollar
notes! | sold those to some people
for Tk 3,000. That was a good
deal,” said the child unaware of the
real value of $200 in taka.

Rubel, like several hundred
child waste pickers working at
Matuail, earns around Tk 90 to 100
every day working around 10-12
hours a day. He has mother, grand-
parents and two sisters in his fam-
ily.

There are around 200 families
living in the area, which have at
least one member working as a
waste picker. City's informal but
vibrant recycling sector starts with
waste pickers like Rubel. Almost
nothing that every household
throws away in its bins everyday is
wasted.

Children as young as five are
constantly on the lookout for any-
thing from a bone to a piece of
plastic. The broken piece of glass
that is dumped in a household bin
today, is destined to be picked up
by one of the pickers and sold to a
bhangari, a shop that buys these

wastes in kilos and sells those to
different factories for manufactur-
ing of various items.

On most days Rubel goes to his
workplace at dawn and starts sift-
ing through the garbage. He col-
lects broken glass, shreds of tin
and plastic, scrap metal and ani-
mal bones until the evening.

“l sell plastic at Tk 20 per kg,
metal at Tk 18 and glass at Tk 2.
One full sack of these things can
be sold at Tk 200,” he said.

In any summer morning the
whole area is full of activities.
Several hundred people including
children are seen working dili-
gently in the pile of garbage that
covered an area of several square
kilometers.

“Generally | work from 7:00am
to 10:00pm. Sometimes | feel sick.
| do not like working here but what
can | do with an ailing and inert
father at home?” said Kajal,
another worker.

Every day 3,200 to 3,500 tonnes
of garbage is produced in Dhaka
city of which 42 percent is col-
lected by DCC, said sources.

Iftekhar Enayetullah, director,
Waste Concern, an NGO working
on waste management, said com-
posting is a profitable means to
recycle organic waste. “We have
three compost making factories in
the city. Our aim is to stop organic
waste from going to Matuail. We
want to collect the waste from DCC
or kitchen markets and then take
them directly to the factories.”

However, Dr Tarig Bin Yusuf,
project director, Landfill
Improvement Project, DCC, said
that composting is not much via-

ble. “DCC is not always able to
recycle organic waste because at
the initial level of composting it
produces bad odour. Therefore the
communities do not agree to it,” he
said.

According to him, source sepa-
ration (separating dry waste from
household level) is not feasible
because firstly it will leave thou-
sands of waste pickers out of their
livelihood. Secondly, separating
dry and organic waste at house-
holds is something inconsistent
with our domestic culture.

“Some NGOs have introduced
pilot projects of source separation
in some areas [Asian Urbs in
Sylhet, Prism in Khulna and
Gazipur] by giving households two
bins free of cost to separate dry
waste. But these projects failed
because people have started using
the nice bins to store rice, pulses
and other commodities,” said
Yusuf.

“Waste picking is a livelihood of
thousands of people. By introduc-
ing source separation we will leave
these people out of work," he
added.

"In a social impact study by DCC
with consultation from Buet in
December, 2006 we have seen
that they do not want alternative
work because they have freedom
in this job. So now we are working
for their occupational health and
safety by giving masks, gloves and
identity cards. They will work 3 to 4
hours in the morning and then
leave the place for the pay-loaders
and excavators to do their job. This
project starts from this month,”
Yusuf said.
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Construction of this market is
another glaring example of van-
ishing open space in this city of
concrete jungle.

Lt Col Fazle Akbar, chief coordi-
nator, Operation Daal-bhat, said
that they are constructing a 'tem-
porary' market and have taken
permission from PWD and the
eidgah mosque committee for the
market.

The Public Works Department
(PWD) has a plan to do the land-
scaping of the park in front of the
eidgah at a cost of Tk 13 lakh.

“We will demolish the market
when PWD gets the funds,” Col
Akbar said.

The 350-year-old Eidgah
Mosque on the Satmasjid Road is
now going to be obscured from
sight behind the 'Daal-bhat' mar-
ket.

PWD has earmarked the spot
for a public park. Its design was
finalised last year but delay in
getting allocation has held back
initiation of work. The Department
of Arboriculture is supposed to do
the job.

Taslimuddin Jamaddar, execu-
tive engineer, PWD, said he is not
sure about when the work of the
park could be started. “We have
verbally told BDR that there is an
administrative decision on the
park. They said they will demolish
the market when we get the fund
allocation,” he said.

A BDR official said that as
prices of essential commodities
are soaring, Daal-bhat

programme has more priority over
other things.

Meanwhile, several residents of
Dhanmondi have called up Star
City to express frustration at the
recent developments at the park
site.

“We do not need a market here.
We need some open space. We
want a place to walk and the open-
ing of the park as soon as possi-
ble,” said alocal.

Sources at PWD said the
eidgah belongs to the Department
of Archaeology, the mosque is a
Waqf estate and the rest 2.5 acres
of land belongs to PWD.

On June 11, 2006, the Ministry
of Housing and Public Works
approved a proposal to convert
the PWD-owned land into a road-
side park.

At present the land is occupied
by a fair price shop of BDR, a
water pump house of Wasa, a
madrasa, a dormitory for madrasa
students, a Desa office, a govern-
ment-run warehouse, a cleaners'
shed of DCC, tea-stalls, a hand-
made packet factory and a mar-
riage registrar's office.

Earlier, the mosque committee
with the help of local ward com-
missioner Abul Khaer Bablu
chopped down several trees on
the site. Finding the land unat-
tended for years, they attempted
to grabit. Babluis now in prison.

Dhanmondi Eidgah is one of the
two similar eidgahs built in mid
17th century in the subcontinent.
The other eidgah can be found in
Delhi.
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The sweepers will clean the
scattered garbage with hose
pipes while the linked sewer-
age line would carry the water
along with liquid wastes,” he
added.

According to sources from
the waste management depart-
ment of DCC, the project is still
in its initial stage. In the first
phase of the project, DCC has
divided the city into different
zones that need major
refurbishments in the waste
disposal management.

“Currently we are planning
to start the project in the
selected zones. We will also
require assistance from other
authorities for the success of
this project,” said the official.

Under the first phase of the
project, DCC will initiate 2 pilot
projects by this month. Further
continuance of the project
would depend on the success
of the pilot projects.

DCC officials believe that
the initiatives would help them
bring some major changes in
the very outlook of the city and
somewhat tackle the problems
inthe waste management.

DCC is the sole organisation
responsible for the manage-
ment of around 3 to 4 thousand
tonnes of waste generated in
the city every day. Out of this,
only around 1,500 tonnes are
disposed properly, while the
rest are left unattended and
dumped locally, suggests a
joint study from Japan

International Cooperation
Agency (JICA)and DCC.

DCC has only around 5 thou-
sand cleaners for sweeping the
streets and waste collection
and disposal activities, that
means less than one sweeper
perthousand people.

While households usually
dump their waste in the nearby
bins and containers located on
the street, some specific neigh-
bourhoods have arranged
house-to-house collection of
garbage through community
initiatives. However, all the
household, commercial, insti-
tutional and medical wastes
are disposed in the same bins
on the streets.

Although the DCC gave the
responsibility of waste man-
agement of certain areas to
private organisations, this
scheme received poor feed-
back from the city dwellers.

DCC officials admitted that
the problem lies in the very
infrastructure as it lacks proper
co-ordination. But they believe
that their new project to
revamp the garbage bins
would be a huge step to ease
the overall situation of waste
management.

“We have to improve the
whole system. If implemented
properly, the new scheme
would improve the overall situ-
ation in the garbage manage-
ment in the long run,” said an
official from the waste manage-
ment department of DCC.
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Prime Bank Ltd

Macomm Expressions Ltd Alliance Francaise De Dhaka House 3308, Road 28 (Old), House 58, Road 15A(New), Agrani Bank Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday

House 42 (2nd floor),
Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka. Ph: 9110351,
01715014988. Fax: 9110351.
Email:

info@macommbd.com

Frontline Communications
Ltd

Suit 9/C, Azad Centre, 55
Purana Paltan, Dhaka.
Ph:9564137, 9567611,
9557597. Fax: 9555184,
Email: frontline@dhaka.net

Adcomm Ltd
9896600,9887665

Asiatic Marketing
Communication Ltd
9892768,9893303

Bitopi Advertising
8053418

9562380,9568326, 966481

Grey Advertising Bangladesh
Ltd

8811541, 8827862, 9881689
Fax: 8811541

Interface Communications
9362624,8351148, Fax:
8314306

Interspeed Advertising
8810675, 9891859

Mattra
8317456, 9331057, Fax:
9330556

Media Comm Ltd
8861521 (9 lines)

Unitrend Ltd
9124380-4

A Positive Advertising Ltd
8856598-9, 8837751-2

26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557

Fax: 8616462,

Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy

Dhaka University Area,

Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583,
Fax: 8612352, Email:
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy
0ld High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall),
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council

5, Fuller Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8

Fax: 8613375

Email:
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center
House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center
H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051,
Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre
House-510, Road-7,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026,

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
House 275/F, Road 27,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com
Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex,

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email:
cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044,
Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4,

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085,

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan
House-25, Road-5,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,
Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery
F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)
Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

9566153-54, 956616069,
9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank
7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd
8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA
9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd
9568537-39
Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd
9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited
9562878, PABX: 9560229,
Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank
8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd
9555092, 9563043-5, Fax:
9561784

95542402, 9563040,
9560099, Fax: 9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd
9563020, 9562060, Fax:
9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd
9555141, 9570912-16,
Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank

9560000, 9560027-30, Fax:

9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited
9559333, 9560329
Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd
9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank
9561902-4
Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd
8015276, 8811417

9567265, 9556282
Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd
9570812, 9567435, Fax:
9557413

South East Bank
9550081, 9551411, Fax:
9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd
9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank
9550426-34
Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited
9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd
9871095, 9871074, 9888068,
Fax: 4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd
9561438, 9551162-3,
Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd
9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

Elephant Road-Friday

Bishal Center-Friday

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday
Polwell Market-Friday

BCS Computer City-Friday

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.
Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday
Stadium Market-Friday
Bangabazar Market-Friday
National Museum-Thursday
Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday

Gausia Market-Tuesday
Mouchak Market-Sunday
Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-
Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday
Eastern Plaza-Sunday
Farmview Super Market-Sunday
Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday
Dhaka Zoo-Sunday

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday
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