Mosquito menace Is already posing a threat when the days of dengue are not too far awa
Fine Arts at Dhaka University had to use repellent coils yesterday to drive off the desperate mosquitoes.
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ROADMAP TO POLL

EC to declare
timeframe for
talks with parties

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC) will
declare specific tme frame for
holding talks with political parties
on its roadmap 1o parlismentary
elections, which will be made
public by mid-Tuly.

“ALune stige. we will have o talk

frame forholding dialogues with the
political parties will he mentioned
Inour readmap,” Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) ATM Shamsul
Huda told the BBC Bangla Radio
during aninterview lastevening.

He also said inthe roadmap they
would make recommendation for a
time frame for lifting the ban on
indoar politics and withdrawal of
the state of emergency. "Prepara-
tion of the roadmap is now almnst
complete,” headded

A few days apo the EC zaid a
complete rondmap, with specific
time frame for preparing a voier list
with photographs and a dare for
election schedule announcernent,
would be made public by mid-July,

'People’s role in

governance a
must for direct
democracy’

STAFS CORRESPONDENT

Former adviser to the caretuker
government Dr Akbar Ali Khan
called for ensuring people's partic-
ipation: in the governance proce-
dure to establish 'direct democ.
racy' inthecountry,

"Proper development of the
country is not possible by giving
the power of attorney ta the gov-
ernment. We should take part in
every state institutions like schaol
and hospital,” Khan said.

Hy was speaking as the chief
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. | Kaiser wants reforms

in AL involving
the party chief

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Yet another Awami League (AL)
presidium member, Ataur Rahman
Khun Kaiser, yesterday came up
with reform proposals including
the one that none should simulta-
neously hold posts in the partyand
the government.

He said no one should be
allowed to hold the posts of presi-
dent, presidium member and
general secretary formaore than two
consecutive terms,

"This provision should take
effect following the next council,”
Kalser told reporters outside AL
President Sheikh Hasina's Sudha
Sadan residence. Earlier, he was
barred from entering the farmer
premier’s Dhanmondi house.

His proposals followed those of
Abdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed anc
Suranjit Sengupta, all three stress-
ing the need for more democratisa-
tion, decentralisation of power,
and establishment of joint leader-

shipinthe AL

Describing his as personal
opinion, Kaiser, known as a pro-
Hasina leader, said reforms in the

Al should be done with Itg
President Sheikh Hasina taking

active partin the process,
"The constitution of Awami
Leagueis quite aceeptable. It's only
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Mannan to meet party
chief for consent

to hold council
Denies anti-party activity

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In reaction to BNP Chalrperson
Khaleda Zia's warning againstanti-
party activities, Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuivin yesterday
said they have not been doing
anything contrary to the party
constitution.
"Whateverwe are doingisinling
with our [BNP] canstitution,” he
told reporters at his Gulshan resi-

| dence yesterday,

Bhuiyan said that after wrap-
ping up the work on reform pro-
posals he wouwld meet the chairper-
son. "lwill see her for permission to
hold the council,” he said smilingly,

Visiting the mausoleum of late
president Ziaur Rahman on
Thursday, Khaleda Zin cautioned
that these who dre active against
the unity of the party would be
disciplined.

Besides, she said that had the
secretury general been sincerely
caring about her permission he

JEITY

would have talked to her about the
reformsandthe party council.
The pro-reform group
announced a 15-point propogal for
reforms In the party on June 25,
Besides revising those proposals,
they have been drawing up some
for reforms In the counmy’s polit-
cal culture and state affairs,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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, kidnappers

trade fire at Bandarban

One held as more troops join operation
for rescue of Danida staff

A OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarbn

Security forces exchanged fires

| with the kidnappess of the Danida
—wallithe palidcaloparios. A unw

efficlal Shuhid Suman during their
rescbe operation at Thanchi in the
district yesterday.

No casualty was reported as a
result of the gun bartle that took
place 3-4km west of the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) camp ut
Yangrai and lasted for more than
an hour, but the law enforcers said
they arrested o kidnapper during
the operation.

Suman, who was abducted on
June 25 along with his driver,
could not be rescued after 250
hours of combing operations in
the rugged terrains of the hilly
reglons.

Danida driver Md Hanif was
rescued unconscious some 40km
away from Kya Buri Para in

Thanchi where Danida
Programme Officer Shahld Suman
and he had been kidnapped.

The authoritles meanwhile
sent mdfe cammandn troops and
supplies to the spot by helicopter
us the forces clalmed to have
encircled the kidnappers.

Sources said the law enforces
yesterday surrounded the Rang
Rang hill between the BDR camps
atYangrai and Chhoto Modok. The
kidnappers suddenly started
shooting at them in the morning
withoutany provocation.

The two groups exchanged
more than 200 rounds of buller,

At ong stage the kidnappers
retreated and the law enforcers
arrested one Mong Mong Chho,

Meanwhile, three NGO offi-
viils wha were detained in con-
nection with Suman's abduction
were released Thursday after-

noon after 10 duys’ interrogation
at the BDR zonal headquarters at
Balipara.

The afficials are Danida Senior
Programming Officer Kirtd Nishan
Chakma, Eco Development
Executive Director Ong Sa Thui
Marma and NGO worker Ong Gaw
Marma.

After his release, Kirti Nishan
Chakma went to the Bandarban
Tourism Motel to mest the first
secretary of the Danish Embassy
and a Danish detective,

Neither Chakma nor the
Danish officials, however, spoke to
the media.

Security forces are still main-
taining massive rescue opera-
tions to rescue the Danida offi
cial, Even the locals have joined
the rescue operations as part of a
new rescie strategy, said govern-
mentsources.

NACHOLE PROBE REPORT TODAY
Dishonest dealers,

officials create
fertiliser crisis

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

The probe team for Wednesday's
Nachole riot yesterday said a few
dishonest traders are taking advan-
tige of the growing demand for
fertiliser and doing illegal market-
ing allegedly with the help of
administrative officials, creating
artificial Tertiliser crisis In the
northern districts,

The probe commitiee headed
by Chapainawabganj Additional

District Magistrate Mustafizur
Rahman reportedly found a top,
upazila official responsible for the
rampage and recommended his
punishment,

The committee is likely to sub-
mit its report today. The other
committee members are
Additional Superintendent of
Police Sazzadur Rahman and
Deputy Director of Agriculture
Extension Department Asim
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Rab recovers 10
bombs at Khulna
newspaper stall

STAFF CORRESFONDENT, Khulna

Rapid Action Battalion (Raly) recod-
ered ten bombs from a newspaper
stall at Daulatpurhere on Thursday

night.

Acting on a tip-oll, a ieam of

Rab-6, Khulna, went to the spot
near Daulstpur bus stand at
around 11:15pm, unlocked the stail
and found the bombs kept in a bag
on the shelf. No one was arrested in
connection with the recovery of
bombs asof 6:00pm yesterday.
Intelligence agencies have
stepped up survelllance all over the
ciry and district following recovery
of thebombs.
The elite Toree also recovered a
SEE PAGE 15COL &

Two brothers
drown in
pond at
Maniknagar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two brothers drowned in a pond st
Maniknagar in the city's Jatrabari
area on Thursday, leaving their
parents and relatives shell.
shocked, \

Locals yesterday morning
retrieved the bodies of |-yedar-old
Suyved Hossain Shaon and 10
year-old Suif Hossain Shovon from
the pond. Both were class 11 stu
dents of Motijheel Ideal School and
College. ¢

Family members said the two
brothers returned home ax
Golapbagh from school at 12:00
noon onThursday. After playing for
somelime, they went to a neigh-
bour's house along with their
grandmother to attend a milad.
They left the house telling their
grandmother that they were going &
araund. 2

As they did not return home in *
the afternoon, their father Tofazzel
Hossain Bhanu filed a general diary

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2
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Relatives wail over the death of Shaon and Shovan (inset), class three stu-

dents of Motijheel Ideal School and College, after recovery of their badies
from a pond at Maniknagar in the caplital yesterday.

BNP reformists retreat from
move to oust the corrupt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The pro-reform BNP leaders have
apparently retreated from their
maove Lo launch a cleansing drive to
free the party of carrupt leaders
fearing negative impact since a few
among themselves could beidenti-
fied as corrupt.

The formation of an inquiry
committee announced eaclier o
identify the corrupt leaders in the
party now seems uncertain, But a
few pro-reform leaders told The
Daily Star that the probe body
mightbe formed in future,

“We are now busy with meking
preparations for holding the

party's national cauncil. The for-
mation of such a committee will be
considered later,” BNP Vice-
President Major {retd) Hafizuddin
Ahmed told The Daily Star.

BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, who unveiled
the 15-point reform proposals on
June 25, said an inguiry committes
will be formed soon to take action
againstleaders Involved in corrup-
tion, nepotism and misuse of
power and thus are responsible for
the party's current disaster.,

Anumber of senior BNFP leaders,
however, said the announcement
wis nothing but an attempt o
draw people's attention. The party

does not have any mechanism to
identify leaders involved in cormup-
tion, they said requesting anonym-
ity

The pro-reform leaders cannot
even take action against any leader
for their alleged involvement in
corruption since the pro-reform
leaders have a few corrupt among
themselves, they observed.

If formed, such a probe body
would pick up the already detained
leaders and avoid those who are in
favour of the reforms, they
explained.

A senior leader said he is not
interested to be a member of any

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Jalil's petition
evokes mixed
reaction

STarF CORRESPONDENT

Lenders of different political par-
ties and civil society members
yesterday came up with mixed
reactions to detained Awami
League (AL) General Secretary
Abdul Jalil's letter to the chief
ndviser. ’ a

The AL raised question i€ it was
wtitten by Jalil himself while the
BNP described ascontradictory the-
lefter where the |eader of ls arch
rival has begged for releage and
sald il necessary he was ready to
fuit politics.

In the petition made public by
his wife Thursddy Julil also blasted
AL President Sheikh Hasina for
what he said wiis her diclatarial
lendership,

Talking to The Daily Star, former
adviser to the carefaker govern-
ment Sultana Kamal said, "Abdul
Jalilwas the general secretary of un
age-old political’ party. 1 find it
difficult to appreciate the way he
hasquitpolitics.

She said she doubts if he has
taken the decision mdependently,
it would be very unfortunate if i

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Jalil's career

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League [AL) General
Secretary Abdul Jalil started his
political career through
Bangladesh Chhatra Leagué (BCL),
studentswingofthe AL :

Jalil, who first met
Bangabandbu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in 1969, served in many
vital postsin the BCL beforejoining
the AL

He served as the Naogaon dis-
trict AL general secretary for con-
secutive 16 years, Then, he became
the international affairs secretary
iind joint secretary of the AL central
committee,

At present he is a presidium
memberofthe party.

Jalil became the chief whip of
the third parliament in 1986 and
the commerce minister of the AL

SEE PAGE 15 COL @

Gunmen

AFP, Islamabad

Gunmen fired on Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf's
planeusing an improvised Taliban.
style anti-aireralt gun after it took
off from a military airbase yester
day, intelligence officials said.

Musharraf, a key US ally who
has escaped several al-Qaeda-
linked assassination attempts, was
unharmed and the shats did not hit
the aireraft, the officials said on
condition ofanonymity.

"It was an unsuceessful atiempt
tashootthe president’s plane,” one
official told AFE

Musharraf flew from the
Chaklala militaty base in
Rawalpindi, a garrison city adjoin-
ing lslamabad, to the southern
provinces of Sindh and Baluchistan
to visit prople affected by recent
floads, the military sald in a state-
ment,

fire shots at
Musharraf's plane

Pakistanl military spokesman
Major General Waheed Arshad
denied that the shots had argeted
Musharraf's plane,

"It was not related to the presi-
dent,” he told AFE,

Butintelligence officials dealing
directly with the incldent insisted
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Invitation-Taiwan Trade Meeting 2007

Chittagong

Froducty

TAITIRA

Tel: 8860704, Fax - 8860706, E-meil - icBiagn

TATIRA {Taiwan Extemal Trade Development Couticil), the foremost ade
organization in Taiwan, will lead a delegation consisting of 10 companies to visit

Time : 09:00 a.m. ~ 06:00 p.m,
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¥ Printing Materials, Printing Machines
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b PVC Rigid Filim, PVC soft film, PVC compounds, Pvé;‘s
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Date : Dhaka - July 08, 2007 (Sunday) at Ball Room, Sheraton Hotel :

Chittagong - July 11, 2007 (Wednesday) at Ichamati Hall, Hotel Agrabad
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