WEALTH REPORT :
ACC taskforce
quizzes Tarique
at Dhaka jail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A three-member team of the anti-
‘graft natlonal wskforce yesterday
questipned Tarique Rahman, the
detained son of former premier
Khaleda Zia, about his wealth
statement 1o the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC).

14l by ACC Deputy Director
Zahigl Huda, they quizzed Tarique
about his property including a
house that he co-owns in the city's
Gulshanarea. The then government
had ledsed the house No. 3/8 in
Block NE (D) to the Zia family after
Zinur Rahiman's deathin 1981,

During the one-and-a-hall-
hour gquestioning that started at
#:00pmin the doctor's room of the
central jail, the interrogators asked
himalsoabouthis 2.01-acreland at
Snilokandi in Bogra and bank
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10yrs in arms case

Nadim Mostafa gets 5-yr for cheating

COURT CORRESPONDENT

ADhaka courtyesterday sentenced
businessman Giasuddin Al
Mamun to 10 years' rigorous
imprisanment for possessing
illegal firearms and ammunition
while a Rajshahi court sentenced
former BNP lawmaker Nadim
Mostafa and three others to five
years' imprisonment in a cheating
case.

The judgment of a graft case
agginst detained former state
minister for civil aviation Mir
Nasiruddin and his son Mir
Helaluddin will be delivered today.

Tudge Mohammad Abul Bashar

Glasuddin Al Mamun

of First Additional Metropolitan
Sessions judge's Court, Dhaka
handed down the verdict against
controversial businessman
Mamunin his presence in a packed
COUTIQOIM.

Earlier, Mamun was produced
before the court at 4:00pm under
tight security.

In the verdict, the judge said
Mamunshould be given exemplary
punishment for possessing illegal
fircarms and ammunition, but he
has been given minimum punish-
ment since he did not use the fire-
arms and ammunition for commit-
ting criminal offences,

SEEPAGE 2 COL S

Khaleda readies her
own reform proposals

To be placed at party council

STAPE CORRESPONDENT

_BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia has
prepared draft proposals for intra-
party reforms stipulating that no
one will be allowed to hold posts in
the partyand in government simul-
tanegusly, and party leaders ar all
lovelewill be elected through secret
Ballots, according to a source close
toher '

Athree-member committes led

by s former lawmaker drafted the
proposals with directions from
Khaleda, which will be placed
before a party council for biringing
changesin the'party constitution.
Khaleda in her draft proposals
however did not mention provi-
sions regarding term Umits for the
posts of party chairperson and
secretary general,
The source said the former
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

EC plans aialogue
barring small parties

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (ECJ this
tme plans to keep in-name-only
political parties out of the talks on
its proposals for electoral reformes.

It might invite around 20 politi-
cal parties to the dialegue and moss
of those would be selected using
the criterta set [in the draft propos-
als] for registration, said sources in
the EC Secretariat.

To be registered with the com-
mission, a political party must have

representation in any of the parlia-
ments since 1973 or offices in at
least half of the existing 64 admin-
istrative districts,

"Political parties that are fit for
registration with the commission
will be given priority,” Election
Commissioner Brig Gen (retd) M
Sakhawat Hossain told reporters at
his office yestesday.

Only later could some other
political parties be allowed to express
their opinion on the proposed
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Mannan Bhuiyan
sued for illegal
land registration

Extortion case against
Ex-MPs Bakul, Salim

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Rasar

A case has been filed ngainst BNP

Secretary General Abdul Mannan

Bhuiyan and four others with a
local court for having 10 acres of
land registered ilegally,

According to the first informa-
tiun report (FIR}, Bhuivan, aformer
LGRD and cooperatives minlster,
had the land in his name to set up
an office for BNP at Badarkhali in
Chakoriain 2002.

Badarkhali Krishi Uponibesh
Samabay Samity owns the land
where the then ruling party built
the office at a cost of Tk 10 lakh in
2003, itadded.

‘Moulavi Abdur Rahman and
Kafil Uddin, members of the
Samity, filed the case on May 4,

They alleged that Salauddin
Ahmed, former state minister for
communications now on deten-
tion, assisted the BNP general
secretary in the act violating the
cooperative law. Bhuiyan was
aided and abetted also by the then
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3 power projects
in limbo despite
interim govt nod

SHARIER KHAN

Three power projects with a total
production capacity of 640 MW,
conlracts for which were awarded
by the previous BNP-led alliance
government through various irreg-
ularities, have become uncertain
though the caretaker government
has okayed these tenders,

The projects are 100 MW first
phase of Chandpur 150 MW power
project, Fenchuganj 90 MW project
and 450 MW Meghnaghat-2 pro-
ject.

Contracts for the first two pro-
jects were awarded 1o incompetent
and blacklisted Chinese company
Harbin and for the third one to
sgamster Obaidul Karim's inexpe-
ricnced BON Consortivm,

Controversial Hawa Bhaban
played the lead role in these deals,
Hawa Bhaban leaders were helped
by a section of unscrupulous offi-
cials of Power Development Board

(PDB) and the power ministry, who
still hold the same straregic posts
that they held during the alliance
government's tenure, They plaved
important rolesin bending govern-
ment rules and misinterpreting
regulations to make the nation
swallow these deals, insider
SOUTCes say.

Blacklisted Harbin is now back-
tracking from signing the final
contract to set up the 100 MW first
phase of Chandpur 150 MW Power
Praject. Hirbin wants the PDB to
fevise the project cost th 565 mil-
lion from its original offer of $ 45
million.

“The PDB is now seeking the
power ministry's decision regard-
ing this project. The power minis-
try sought the law ministry's opin-
ion as 10 whether this bid could be
cancelled or not,” said a PDB offi-
cial,

Harbin was awarded the
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Tuku's wife,:
son, daughter

sent tojail

ACC presses graft
charges against Nasim

COoURT CORRESPONDENT

Wife, son and daughter of formor
state rainister for power Iqbal
Hassan Mahmobd Tuku were sent
to jail yesterday as o Dhaka court
rejected their ball petition in a case
filed for mismarch bhetween their
source of income and weslth
TeporL !

Churges were pressed agalnst
former home minister and.Awaml
League (ALY leader Mohkmuoud
Nasim and his wife by Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC)
yesterday in conpectipnwith a gafl
case,

Charges were: framed against
detained former communitations
minister barrister Nozmnul Huda
and two uothers in a thefi case,
Charges wore also pressed againg
former BNP lawmiker uddin

‘Ahmed in 8 money Imfadering

CASE.

TUKU CASE ,

Judge Mohammad Azizul Hag
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Tigers hit new low

BISHWAJIT ROY from Calombo

It seems that only rain can save
Bangladesh from further embar-
rassment in the ongoing tour of Sri
Lanka after the local bowlers made
moekery of the Tigers on the first
day of the second Test at the P Sara
Staditm hereon Tuesday.
Mohammud Ashraful's men
slumped to their lowest ever Test

total after being bundled out for 62
in just 25.2 overs, which gaveaclear
indication that they had hardly
learned anything from their first
Test mistakes where they had been
dismissed for 89 in the firstinnings.
Bangladesh's previous lowest
totsl of 86 was alio against Sri
Lanka here in 2005 at the
Premadasa Stadium and this time,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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As we express our gratitude, we must never forget
that the highest appreciation is not to utter words,
but to live by them”

John F. Kennedy
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UCB united Commercial Bank Lid.

ErTe ST UNITED WE ACHIEVE

; Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited

Your TrUSTED PARTNER

i
Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited (DBBL), United Commercial Bank Limited [UCBL) and Bangladesh Electronic Payment Systems Lid. (BEPS) sign an agreement for sharing ATM/POS Network. Md. Yeasin All, Managing Director of Dulek ongla
Bank Limited (DBBL), Hamidul Hug, Managing Director of United Commercial Bank Limited (UCBL) and Maruf Alam, Chief Operating Officer of Bangladesh Electronic Payment Systems Lid. (BEPS) signed the agreement on behalf of fhe

respeclive organizations. A. H. M. Nozmul Quadir, AdditionalManaging Director of DBBL, K. §. Tabrez, Deputy Managing Director (Adminisiration) of DBBL, Ghulam Kabir, Deputy Managing Director (Operation) of DBSL, Abul Kol
Shirin, Senior Executive Vice President & Head of Information Technology of DBBL, Moyen Uddin Ahmed, Executive Vice President & Head of Card of DBBL, S. M. Jahangir Akhter, Vice President & Deputy Head of Information Techis
DBBL, Niaz Habib, Deputy Managing Director of UCBL, M S Kamaluddin, Executive Vice President of UCBL, Md. Tariqul Azam, Executive Vice President of UCBL, M M Rafiqur Rahman, Executive Vice President of UCBL. Nawed ul _' _
Vice President & Head of IT of UCBL, Shahadat Hossain Shohag, First Vice President & Head of Card Division of UCBL, Abu Sadeque Miah, Vice President of UCBL, Md. Saifuzzaman, AVP of UCBL, Nahidul Haque, EQ of UCBL Sailfl Alem,

Chief Technical Officer of BEPS, Asif Murad Chowdhury, Senior Manager Operations of BEPS and Ryan Dias, Business Development Manager of BEPS were present on the occasion. DBBL owns the nation's Iarg.ﬁ'ﬂ‘!ﬂ A
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