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Terror attack on Glasgow
airport an act of cowardice

Says Iftekhar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Affairs Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury yesterday
condemned the Saturday's terrorist
attack on Glasgow airport in the UK
as an 'act of cowardice'.

He is currently in Geneva to
attend a high-level ministerial
conference of the UN Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC).

"It is an act of cowardice which
all of us condemn," said Iftekhar in
London, en route to the Geneva
conference.

"All the members of the British-
Bangladeshi community are deeply
law-abiding and | know they join me
in the hope and call for peace, calm
and stability in this and every other
society," he said in a press release
issued from the Bangladesh High
Commission in London.

He also said the government
looks forward to working closely
with the new British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown and his cabinet.

"As is evident, these are difficult
times and it is absolutely essential
that our two countries, who share
such common values, must coordi-
nate over global activities to ensure
amore secure and peaceful world,"
he added.

He hoped for a greater focus
from the new government on pov-
erty alleviation and development,
as well as working through the
United Nations, which he said
would be helped by the appoint-
ment of former United Nations
Deputy Secretary General Mark
Malloch Brown to the post of State
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

In Geneva, Iftekhar Chowdhury
met UN Secretary General Ban Ki-

moon and invited him to visit
Bangladesh.

He also met Secretary general
of UNCTAD Supachai
Panitchpakdi and urged his organi-
sation to help train Bangladeshi
officials in trade negotiations and
help bring more investment to the
country.

"We have achieved a high level
of social and political stability in
Bangladesh now, and conditions
are most appropriate for greater
foreign investment. UNCTAD can
help us achieve this, and the
Secretary General assured me it
would," said the foreign adviser to
the media after the meeting.

Iftekhar is due to present a
report on Bangladesh's develop-
ment success stories at the
ECOSOC conference currently in
sessionin Geneva.
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Shahjahan Miah, father of slain housewife Farjana Jahan Shashi, speaks at a press conference at Dhaka Reporters'
Unity in the city yesterday while her mother Farida Saju, right, cries.

HOUSEWIFE SHASHI MURDER
Family demands proper
investigation

WLFERING OF WASA
ATER

Five arrested,
bldg owners
fined in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A mobile court unearthed incidents
of pilfering of Wasa-supplied water
in several multistoried buildings in
the city in the last two days.

The court also arrested five
people in this connection and real-
ised Tk 9.25 lakh in fines during
separate drives under 'Operation
Save Wasa' in the city's South
Halishahar, Patenga and Station
Road areas.

In one of the drives on Sunday,
the court found that lakhs of litres of
Wasa-supplied water were being
stolen through by-pass connections
in 86 flats at a six-storey building
and a four-storey building in the
densely populated area of
Narikeltala at Patenga.

And each of the 86 flats of the two
buildings has been paying an aver-
age monthly bill of only Tk 21.

The court arrested Haji
Mohammad Ali, owner of the build-
ings, on charges of pilfering water
and evading a huge amount of
revenue. He was also fined Tk 5.60
lakh.

The court also disconnected all
the illegal connections.

Similar incident of pilfering water
was unearthed at a three-story
building 'Rahima Mansion' in the
same area on Sunday.

The court arrested the owner of
the building and fined him.

In another drive yesterday, the
court found that two hotels -- Café
Paramount Hotel and Mayabi
Residential Hotel at Station Road --
are have been pilfering Wasa-
supplied water and evading reve-
nues.

The court fined the hotels Tk 2.99
lakh and arrested three people.

Chittagong Port Authority (CPA)
Magistrate Munir Chowdhury con-
ducted the drive along with Wasa
officials.

2000 fans seized
in city: 24 held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A team of Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) yesterday nabbed 24 people
for manufacturing electric fans
illegally and seized more than 2000
pieces of fans and huge fan-making
materials from a factory in the city.

Acting on secret information, they
raided two houses at Mir Hazirbagh
area at about 4:15pm and seized the
fans and fan-making materials.

Rab officials said the arrested
people had long been involved in
manufacturing and selling fans with
the labels of National, Navana and
Konka.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Family members of slain house-
wife Farjana Jahan Shashi yester-
day demanded that the murder
case be transferred to the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) for
proper investigation into the mur-
derand arrest of herkillers.

Shashi was a victim of a pre-
planned murder, they said and
accused her husband engineer
Hasnat Reza and in-laws of their
involvementin the murder.

Shashi, also a student of
Home Economics College, was
slaughtered at her husband's
rented flat at Purbo Kafrul in the
city on June 4 and local people
caught domestic help Majnu
Miah, 18, when he tried to dump
the body at Dhaka Udyan
Housing at Mohammapur.

At a press conference yester-
day, Shashi's father Shahjahan
Miah alleged that the investigation
officer, Sub-Inspector Alamgir
Kabir, had played a dubious role in
handling the case by not conduct-
ing proper investigation.

He said that although Majnu told
the police that another person
named Sajib was also involved in

the murder, the police did not take it
into account and mentioned the
name of Majnu in the case as the
only accused.

When contacted, SI Alamgir
Kabir denied the allegations and
said Majnu had cited the name of
an imaginary person 'Sajib' only to
save himself.

The Sl also said Majnu had
confessed to the police that he
himself committed the murder,
which was also corroborated by the
evidence gathered by the police.

Shashi's family members also
claimed that it was not possible for
one person to slaughter a woman,
destroy the evidence, wrap the
body in a sack and take it to
Mohammadpur from Kafrul by a
rickshaw just within two hours.

"If the CID investigates the
murder case, we are hopeful that
the real perpetrators will soon be
identified," Shajahan Miah said.

He also said that his family
came to know after the murder of
Shashi that Majnu is a cousin of
Hasnat Reza, which aroused their
suspicion that her husband might
also be involved in the murder.

UNB, Dhaka

Thundershowers likely

forecast.

5:16am tomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
gusty or squally wind is likely at most places over Khulna Barisal and
Chittagong divisions and at a few places over Dhaka, Rajshahi and
Sylhetdivisions in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Moderately heavy to heavy rainfalls are also likely at places over
Khulna, Barisal, Chittagong and Dhaka divisions, Met Office said in a

Day temperature may rise slightly over northern part and remain
nearly unchanged elsewhere over the country.

Highest temperature 35.0 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Sylhet and lowest 24.4 degree Celsius at Maijdee Court.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:50pm today and rises at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 31.1 26.2 81 83
Chittagong 30.0 253 94 93
Rajshahi 33.5 26.0 84 82
Khulna 295 26.5 92 92
Barisal 28.4 255 96 93
Sylhet 35.0 26.2 83 62
Cox's Bazar 28.8 24.9 91 89

Air chief calls
on president

UNB, Dhaka

Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal SM
Ziaur Rahman made a courtesy call
on President lajuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban yesterday.

During the meeting, the air chief
apprised the president of the activi-
ties of the Air Force.

lajuddin gave a patient hearing
to the air chief and assured him of
all out cooperation.

Military Secretary to the
President Major General Md
Aminul Karim and Secretary to the
President's Office Md Sirajul Islam
were present.

35 hurt in clash
with cops
in Kashmir

AFP, Srinagar

Thirty-five people were hurt yester-
day when thousands of villagers
chanting, "Death to killers," clashed
with police in revolt-hit Indian
Kashmir, accusing them of gunning
downinnocent civilians.

The demonstrations came as
police continued to probe five cases
elsewhere in the state in which
innocent civilians were detained,
killed and passed off as Islamic
militants by security forces seeking
cash rewards and promotions.

The new clashes, which left 15
policemen and 20 civilians hurt,
erupted in Kupwara town, 100
kilometers (62 miles) north of
Srinagar, the summer capital of
Indian Kashmir where an Islamic
separatist insurgency has raged
since 1989.

"We've requisitioned more
policemen to quell the protest,”
senior police officer Vijay Kumar
said as police fired shots in the air,
used teargas and charged at the
protesters with batons.

The clashes, in which over 3,000
villagers chanted, "We want justice,"
and stoned government buildings,
broke out after four people died in
police firing last Thursday.

Police said three of the dead were
militant suspects who were shot as
they were about to storm an army
camp and that the fourth, a woman,
was caughtin the crossfire.

However, the villagers main-
tained all four were innocent. They
said the three men were shot in cold
blood by police and accused the
police of killing the woman as she
was a witness to the deaths.

Separatists and several pro-India
political parties have urged the
governmentto probe the incident.

"The three were killed in a fake
gunbattle. The woman was shot
dead as she was a witness to the
killings by police," said Bashir
Ahmed, the president of the
Kupwara lawyers' group.

Orientation on
flood warning
dissemination
held in city

An orientation on Community-
based Flood Early Warning
Dissemination Through Website of
Flood Forecasting and Warning
Centre (FFWC) was held at the
conference room of the Directorate
of Relief and Rehabilitation in the
city yesterday, says a press release.

Speakers at the orientation
highlighted the need for dissemina-
tion of flood early warning mes-
sages to grassroots level people
timely and effectively so that they
can get prepared and keep the
damages to lives and properties
caused by floods at the minimum
level.

Organised jointly by Bangladesh
Disaster Preparedness Centre and
Flood Forecasting and Warning
Centre, the orientation was pre-
sided over by Sazedul Karim
Chowdhury, superintending engi-
neer and national project director of
FFWC.

Samarendra Karmaker, director
of meteorological department,
Saiful Hossain, Kamran Jacob and
Tasdiq Ahmed were present on the
occasion.

Sadat Salim new
NCC president

Sadat Salim has
been elected
the president of
Nature
Conservation
Committee, a
national organi-
sation for envi-
ronment, nature
and wildlife conservation, at its
annual general meeting recently,
says apress release.

Sadat, an environment expert,
has been elected for the term 2007-
2010.

Other office bearers are
Secretary General Shajahan
Sardar, Vice Presidents Altamash
Kabir, Ali Imam, Enayetuddin Khan
Kaiser, Dr Kazi Modiana, Mollah
Mobinul Haque and Joint Secretary
General Rahim Shah.

PHOTO: PID
Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal SM Ziaur Rahman makes a courtesy call on President lajuddin Ahmed at Bangabhaban
inthe city yesterday.

STAR REPORT

At least five people were killed and
84 others injured in separate road
accidents in Savar, Magura and
Dinajpur yesterday.

UNB from Savar adds: Two
people were killed and two others
injured as a bus hit a van at
Jamgora bus stand on
Abdullahpur-EPZ road yesterday.

Police said the accident
occurred when the driver of a
Dhaka-bound bus from Tangail lost
control over the steering, leaving
the unidentified van driver and
passenger Abul Kalam, 28 of
Manikganj district, dead on the spot
at9:00am.

The two injured passengers of
the van were rushed to a local
clinic.

Police arrested the bus driver
and seized the bus.

Our correspondent from Magura
reports: One person was killed and
42 others were injured in separate
road accidents in Magura yesterday.

An accident occurred at around
11:40am at Shimulia on Magura-
Jessore highway when a Magura-
bound passenger bus from Jessore

Lightning
kills one

A CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Lightning killed a man on the spot

and injured another at Namaz
village in Benapole yesterday
afternoon.

The victim was identified as
Azadul Islam, 32, son of Ramzan Al
Bishwas, while the injured is Rafiqul
Islam, 19, son of Abdul Khaleque,
both from Namaz village.

Witnesses said lightning struck
them when they were engaged in
fishing.

fell into a road-side ditch when its
driver lost control over the steering,
leaving at least 40 people injured,
10 of them critically.

Meanwhile, one person was
killed and two others were injured in
a road accident at Hulinagar on
Magura-Faridpur highway at about
3:00pm.

The accident occurred when a
pick-up van hit a passenger rick-
shaw-van from the behind.

The injured were rushed to
Magura sadar hospital.

The deceased was identified as
Chaitanya Sarkar, 45, son of Fatik
Chandra Sarkar of village
Hulinagarin Magura Sadar upazila.

Police seized the vehicles.

The seriously injured are Rabi,
45, Ramesh, 32, Sujan 28, Sabuj
22, Babar Ali, 50, Gobindo, 38,
Wahab, 50, Shamsher, 30, Azgar,
32, and Sukumar Ghosh, 42.

Our correspondent from
Dinajpur says: Two people were
killed and at least 40 others were

Road crashes Kkill 5, injure 84

injured in aroad accident at Ranir
Bandar Bazar under Chirir
Bandar upazila in Dinajpur yes-
terday.

The dead were identified as Md
Azizar Rahman, 35, son of Yousuf
Ali of Bogra Sadar upazila and
Saimunnessa, 34 of village
Baragurgala under Dinajpur Sadar
upazila, police said.

The locals rushed the injured to
Dinajpur Medical College Hospital,
Sayedpur and Chirir Bandar Health
Complex.

Of the injured, condition of six is
critical, doctors said.

Witnesses said the accident
occurred when a Thakurgaon-
bound passenger bus collided with
a Rangpur-bound passenger bus
near Ranir Bandar Bazar under
Chiriri Bandar upazila on Dinajpur-
Rangpur highway.

The accident disrupted road
communication between Rangpur
and Dinajpur for at least two
hours.

Publish list of
forces
FFs urge CG

DU CORRESPONDENT

Freedom Fighters People's
Council yesterday urged the
caretaker government to publish a
list of collaborators during the
liberation war and bring them to
book, says a press release.

They suggested forming of an
investigation commission in this
connection.

The council leaders also hailed
the caretaker government's ongo-
ing drive against corruption.

They were speaking ata memo-
rial meeting to pay tribute to

anti-liberation

Shaheed Janani Jahanara Imam
at Dhaka Reporters' Unity (DRU)
inthe city.

Presided over Council
Convener freedom fighter Amir
Hossain Mollah, the meeting was
addressed by Language
Movement veteran Abdul Matin,
Commander of sector no 7 during
the liberation war Lt Col (retd) Kazi
Nuruzzaman Bir Uttam, Lt Gen
(retd) Harun Ahmed Chowdhury
Bir Bikram, Shamsuzzaman
Milon, Syed Abul Boshor, Shahin
Reza Noor, Sadeq Ahmed Khan
and Ishtiaq Aziz Ulfat.

PHOTO: STAR
Md Nurul Alam Selim, a businessman, addresses a press conference at Dhaka Reporters' Unity in the city yesterday
urging the government to help evictillegal occupants from Monwara Bhaban at Purana Paltan.

AFP, Islamabad

The United Nations and other agen-
cies offered aid and helicopters to
Pakistan yesterday after floods
unleashed by a cyclone and days of
torrential rain devastated 1.5 million
people.

More than 600 have been killed
across South Asia as the annual
summer monsoon brings downpours
and extreme weather, with at least
117 deaths in southwestern Pakistan
during the past week.

Swathes of the normally desert
Pakistani province of Baluchistan
remain under water following the
impact of Cyclone Yemyin last
Tuesday plus heavy weekend mon-
soonrains.

Foreign Office spokeswoman
Tasnim Aslam said Pakistan had not
sought international help but that the
UN had offered helicopters and
medicines.

"We have been approached by a
number of countries, the UN particu-
larly, regarding the kind of assistance
that we require in the relief efforts,"
Aslam told a weekly briefing.

The last time Pakistan needed
international aid was during the
October 2005 South Asian earth-
quake, which killed 73,000 people
and left more than three million
homeless.

Helicopters were still plucking
cyclone survivors from their rooftops
or dropping food to cut-off mud-brick
villages on Monday, while other

UN offers Pakistan aid as 600
die in South Asia rains

victims are living in camps, television
footage showed.

Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz was
quoted by state media after a trip to
the disaster zone on Sunday as
inviting international agencies and
foreign countries to help the relief
effort.

Provincial relief commissioner
Khuda Bakhsh Baloch said flash
floods at the weekend in
Baluchistan's Khuzdar area killed at
least 35 people, while other bodies
had been found, bringing the toll for
the week to atleast 110.

More than 200,000 are homeless
while 1.5 million were affected, he
said.

ARMS CASE

Charge sheet
against Ctg AL
leader, 6 others

UNB, Chittagong

The police submitted charge sheet
against Awami League leader
Engineer Afseruddin Mohammad Ali
and six others in an arms case on
Sunday night.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) Matiul
Islam of Bayezid Police Station
submitted the charge sheet to the
Inspector of Chittagong
Metropolitan Court at 9:00pm as the
courtwas closed.

On June 5, the police in a raid
recovered a 9mm pistol, two LGs, a
muzzle loader and 300 rounds of
bullet from an almirah at the closed
Bengal Melting Rubber Factory of
Afseruddin in the city's Nasirabad
industrial area.

Later, the police arrested his
nephew Fazlur Rahman Jewel,
factory manager Osman Gani Khan
and guards Jasimuddin, Rabiul
Hossain, Abu Bakar and Abdul Ali in
this connection.

A case was filed against
Afsaruddin and six others under the
ArmsAct.

English training
course for high
school teachers

DU CORRESPONDENT

In a bid to improve English lan-
guage teaching skills of teachers at
Bangla medium schools across the
country, British Council (BC)
Bangladesh yesterday started a
training programme at its Fuller
Road office in the city.

A total of 40 high school teach-
ers are receiving training on pro-
nunciation, grammar, writing skills,
classroom management and
structuring the lesson, BC authori-
tiesinformed.

Prof Shahin Kabir of
Jahangirnagar University is train-
ing them up with a focus on English
language textbooks from class six
to class ten of national curricular.

The four-day training
programme, being held with the
cooperation of Caritas, an NGO,
will end on July 5, authorities said.

Father Philip
Sujit Sarker
passes away

Father Philip Sujit Sarker, a
Catholic priest, passed away due to
cancer in Khulna on Sunday at the
age of 53, says a pressrelease.

He was buried at the priests'
graveyard at Mujgunni parish in
Khulna in the afternoon after a
funeral led by auxiliary bishop
Theotonius Gomes of Dhaka and
attended by the priest's relatives,
laities, priests and nuns from across
the country.

Father Sujit was general and
executive body member of Caritas
Bangladesh and played a significant
role in socioeconomic development
in greater Khulna region, said the
press release of Christian
Communications Centre.

Besides his pastoral services
among the Christians, he worked for
educational advancement of people
irrespective of caste and creed.

He took the initiative to hand over
the furniture used at the oath taking
ceremony of the first temporary
cabinet of Mujibnagar Government
during the liberation war to the
Liberation War Museum.

Born on January 2 in 1954 in
Bagerhat, Philip Sujit Sarker
became a priest in 1984 and started
his pastoral activities at Bhabarpara
parish in Kushtia. His final workplace
was Satkhira parish under Khulna
diocese.

Nurunnesa Begum
Bss, Dhaka

Nurunnesa Begum, mother of
Colonel Mujibul Hoque, sector
commander of Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR), Dhaka, died of cancer at
BDR Hospital in the city yesterday at
the age of 68.

She left behind three sons, a
daughter, a host of grandchildren,
relatives and admires to mourn her
death.

She was buried at Mirpur
Graveyard after a namaj-e-janaza
at BDR Central Mosque at BDR
Headquarters at Pilkhana after Zohr
prayers yesterday.

Her qulkhwani will be held at the
Pilkhana residence of her eldest son
after Asr prayers on Friday.

Death annlversary

7] Today is the 4th
death anniver-
sary of Prof
Abdul Kader, a
pioneer of ICT
movement in
the country and
founder of The
Monthly
Computer Jagat, says a press
release.

A milad mahfil will be held at
House No. 29, Road No. 6,
Dhanmondi at 5:00pm. Friends and
well-wishers are requested to pray
for the salvation of the departed
soul.



	Page 1

