ELECTORAL DIALOGUE

EC will now wait until
parties complete reforms

SHAKHAWAT LiTON

The Election Commission (EC) will
notsitindialogue withany paolitical
parties on its proposed electoral
reforms until the much-talked
intra-party refarms are completed,
Election Commissioner
Muhammed Sohul Hussain said
yesterday.

The EC that was ¢ager to talk with
the political parties even amid the
banonindoorpolitics, has nowtaken
astance of waiting for completion of
reforms within the parties.

"Reforins within the political
parties are to be completed first. If
we invite a political party before

the reforms are done, who will
represent the party?”™ Election
Commissioner Muhammed Sohul
Hussaintold reporters.

"If we hold any discussion in
such a situation, it will be with
individuals, not with the parties.
So, wewillsitin dialogue with them
once they complete their reforms,”
hesaid.

The EC would take decision
considering the political situation
after lifting or relaxing the ban on
indoor politics, Election
Commissioner Brig Gen (retd) M
Sakhawat Hossain told The Daily
Starlast night.

"Naoticing hesitation in some

political partics over the intra-
party reforms, we are still unde-
cided about who to call and who
notto," he said.

The political pasties will have
to take a shape threugh the
reforms, Election Commissioner
Sohul suid when asked whether
the EC will hold discussion with
the political parties if the govern-
ment lifts the embargo on indoor
politics now.

The EC, which had been wait-
ing for the last three months for
the withdrawal of the ban on
indoor politics to sit in dialogue
with the parties, yesterday came

. up with ifs new stance at a time

when the government is consider-
ing relaxing the embargo on
indoor politics 'for the sake of
reforms inthe parties'.

Dissident leaders of the BNP,
Awami Leaguve and Jatiya Party
{Ershad), who are set to bring
‘radical reforms' within their
parties, have been holding meet-
ings and discussions ignoring the
ban on all sorts of political activi-
ties with an apparent support of
the interim administration.

Pro-reforms leaders have
started announcing proposals for
party reforms while following
pressures from within and outside
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Pintu sued for
plundering
relief materials

STAR REPORT

Police filed two cases against for-
mer BNP lawmaker from Lalbagh
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu on
Sunday for misapproprinting
government relief material while
another case was filed against
former BNP lawmaker from
Natore-4 constituency Mozammel
Haq yesterday on charges of
embezzlementof money,

The two cases against Pintu
were filed with Kamrangirchar
Police Station following recovery of
216 corrugated iron (CI) sheets
meant for relief from two places at
Kamrangirchar in the capital,
reports our staff correspondent,

Some 110 Cl sheets were geized
from Abdul Awal College at
Ashrafabad and 106 sheets from
Shamsul Hog Market at Nabinagar,
police said.

Sub-Inspector (SI} Abdul
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Over 200 hill plunderers
identified in Chittagong

Noman, Mohiuddin on the DoE list

DWAIPAYAN BARUA, Chirtagong

Department of Environment (DoE)
has primarily ideniified 155 hilly
areas in Chittagong Division 'that
were subjected to illegal hill eut-
ting, and listed over 200 individu-
als, organisations and business
groups as plunderers of hills,
Former fisheries and livestock
minister Abdullah Al Noman and
detained Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC) Mayor ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury,
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC), Kalco and KEPZ and Abul
Khair Group are on the Do ist.
The list is based on information
collected by seven DoE teams
through field visits in Chittagong,
Cox's Bazar and the three hill dis-

tricts of Rangamati, Khagrachhari
and Bandarban, DoE Director
NazmulHoque told The Daily Star.

They might finalise the list
today and send it to the Ministry of
Environment,

The DoR director said they
would centinue mobile court
drivesin the affected areas and take
legal action against ail those
responsible forhill cutting,

In the port city, hills were
devoured for setting up housing
projects, brickfields, hospitals and
other establishments in around 48
areas. Fifty people and thirteen
organisations and commergial firms
wereinvolved inthe evil praciice,

The DoE tcams detected 27
incidents of hill cutting in
Sitakunda, 16 in Satkania, 14 in

Rangunin and Chandroghona, 14
in Hathazar, 4 in Chandanaish, 5
in Anwara, 5 in Banskhall, 2 in
Mirsarai, 4 in Lohagama and 7 In
Cox's Bazar, 5 in Rangamati and 4
in Khagrachhari, DOEsources saicl.

Abdullah Al Noman levelled
huge hills spreading over 10 acres
of land on the west of Chittagong
Polytechnie Institute till 2006 and
gave it to one Md Sagir for setting
up apoultry farm.

Mayor Mohiuddin levelled a hill
in the name of Thandachhuri
Chinnamul Astam projectat South
Fahartali, Prof Rabiul Hossain and
SM Morshed Jafar levalled hills for
setting up a hospital -- lmperial
Hogpital-- in Khulshi aréa near
DoEdivisional office.
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No atmosphere for
council: Khaleda

Reformists collect signatures for meet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The atmosphere in the country is
not congenial enough right now for
holding a party council where the
councillors could speak without
fear, BNP Chaimperson Khaleda Zia
saityesterday.

Sheissued a tacit threat of disci-
plinary action against BNP
Secretary General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan If he does anything
agrinst the spirit of the party con-
stitution, and wged party leaders
and activists to be unitedly vocifer-
ous dgaingt "the mmrpimmh whao
wanttosplit the party’.

"The country is now under an
emergency and political activities
are banned, making it impossible
for anybody to speak freely in a
council right now,"” she quipped
during a tele-conference yesterday

with journalist living in New York,
moderated by Gias Ahmed, inter-
national affairs secretary of the
BN central committee,

Meanwhile, reformist leaders of
the party said preparations for a
council are underway according to
the party constitution and they are
also collecting signatures of the
councillors in support of the courn-
cil as partofthe preparations,

They said Mannan Bhuiyan will
meet the party chairperson to
discuss the council and to seek her
permission for it alter finalising
their reform proposal, while they
ate also preparing themselves o
call a requisitoned meeting of the
party ceuncillors if Khaleda does
not allow the secretary general to
hold the council.

Gias Ahmed, the moderator of
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Tofail comes up with
his reform proposal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Another presidium member of
Awami League (AL), this time in
Tofail Ahmed, has come up with
reform proposals, identical 1o
thoseunveiledby Abdur Razzak,

Addressing a crowded press
conference st his Banani residence,
Tofail said currently the political
parties are at a crossroads and
there is no alternative but to carry
out reforms.

Before starting, he claimed that
the proposals he would place were
absolutely his own. Asking journal-
ists not to question him, he said,

‘Please help us, We . afe going
llimughnwr},uultullhn&

Another presidinm member,
Suranjit Senguptal too will place
his proposals bejore the media
shortly, And finally, Amir Hossaln
Amu, who is spearheading the
campaign for reforms apparently

aiming to dethrone AL President
Sheikh Hasina, will place his on
teturn from Singapore, said
sourcesintheAL.

Like his presidium colleague,
Tofail's proposals include the one
that says no one would be allowed
to hold the posts of president and
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Tofail Ahmed
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BANGLADESH BOLSTER BATTING

2nd Test from today

BISHWAJIT ROY from Colombo

Long-serving wicketkeeper Khaled
Mashud was dropped as
Bangladesh, smarting from a heavy
defeat in the first game, made three
changes for the second Test against
Sri Lanka starting bere today at the
P SaravanamutiuStadium.

The hosts lead the three-march

series 1-0 and the Tigers, after the
humiliating innings and 234-run
defeat, fully concentrated on their
batting te try and spare the
blushes, That was the reason they
have taken the tough decision of
omitting Mashud — still number
one as a keeper -- as his teplace-
ment Mushliqur Rahim is
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10 low-tariff small power
schemes get govt nod

SHARIER KHAN

The carelaker government's put-
chase committee yesterday
approved awarding of contracts for
10 small power projects witha total
production capacity of around 200
MW at a better tariff rate than that
inapreviouslycancelled bid.

Installation of these pgos-fired
plants is supposed to be completed
with power generation starting
within 15 months of signing of the
agreement with the Power Cell of the
powerministry, cell sources said.

"But given the situation, we sre
negetiaiing with them to have the
plants completed, and runwithin a
shorter time," said an official,

Taniff offers by these plants are

also rmuch better than those found in
the previous tender (cancelled in
April). The previous tender for nine
plants with 190 MW capacity drew
tariff offers ranging between Tk 2.48
perkilowatt hour (oroneunit) and Tk
3 while the present offers range
betweenTk2.28and Tk 2.49 perunit.

Four of these plants will be set
up by Summit Power, which is
already operating some small
power plants and a 110 MW barge-
mount plant. The four plants of
Summit will generate 100 MW. Of
these, three 30 MW plants will be
setup in Comilla, Nareyangunj and
Gazipur (power taniff for each of
these plonts it Tk 2,38 per unit) and
one 10 MW plant in Sirajganj (Tk
249 perunit),

Saitham Power Ltd will set up
four plants with their production
capacity totalling 70 MW. Of these,
thrpe 20 MW plants will be setupin
Feni, Tangail and Narsingdi (Tk
2,28 per unit power tariff) and one
10 MW plant in Feni (Tk 2.47 per
unit).

Regent Textiles will ser up a 20
MW plant in Barabkundu of
Chittagong (tariff Tk 2,32 per unit)
and Energy Pac a 10 MW plant in
Habiganj (Tk2.48 perunit).

Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul
Istam, who presided over the pur-
chase body meeting, suid the newly
approved schemes will save
aroundTk 450 crore.

The Power Cell is also expected
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Govt to show
zero tolerance
for illegal tree
felling: CA

UNB, Dhaka

Chiel Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
vesterday said the government will
show "zero-tolerance" for indis-
criminate felling of trees and
destruction of forests in the coun-
iry.

Referring to th]c arrest of some
top forest officials: on cha
corruption, he asked omh
and employees cnnterned 10
remain 100 percentaccountablein
conserving trees and forests to
avert such action,

"Sternlegl actions will be taken
ifany official and employee's negli-
gehee is proved |h protectiig trees
and forestresources,” he warmned,
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AGREEMENT FOR SHARING ATM/POS NETWORK

Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited (DBBL) and Prime Bank Limited (PBL)
sign an agreement for sharing ATM/POS Network. Md. Yeasin Ali,
Managing Director of Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited, M. Shahjahan
Bhuiyan, Managing Director of Prime Bank Limited signed the
agreement on behalf of their respective organizations. A. H. M.
Nazmul Quadir, Additional Managing Director of DBBL, K. . Tabrez,
Deputy Managing Director (Administration) of DBBL, Ghulam Kabir,
Deputy Managing Director (Operaiion) of DBBL, Abul Kashem Md.
Shirin, Senior Executive Vice President & Head of Information
. Technology of DBBL, Moyen Uddin Ahmed, Executive Vice
.+ President & Heaod of Card of DBBL, Nasiruddin Ahmed, Deputy
. Managing Director of PBL, Mahbubul Alam, Deputy Managing
Director of PBL, Md. Mukhier Hossain, Execulive Vice President of
PBL, M. Shahidul Islam, Execulive Vice President of PBL, Md.
Mehmood Husain, Executive Vice President of PBL, S.M. Mainuddin
Chowdhury, Executive Vice President & Head of IT of PBL, Manash
K. Ghosh, Executive Vice President & Company Secretary of PBL,
Habibur Rahman, Senior Vice President of PBL, Adil Raihan, Senior
Vice President of PBL, Md. Igbal Hossain, Senior Vice President of
PBL, Md. Abul Kashem Khan, Vice President of PBL were present on
the occasion. DBBL owns the nation's largest ATM fieet.

Take advantage of DBBL's ATM Fleet and broaden your reach




