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A story of ability and determination

SHAHNAZ PARVEEN

"l don't think | am a disabled
person. | think those who call
me disabled are the ones with
disability," said Harun-ur-
Rashid.

Hailing from Shitakundo,
Chittagong, Rashid suffered
from polio during his early
childhood and partially lost his
mobility. "l never realised that
one day | would become what |
am today. A little help and
patience can take someone
long way forward," he said.

Today at the age of 24,
Harun is a successful dairy
farmer with special training in
poultry farming. Father of a
bright young boy, his physical
impairment did not impair his
strong spirit.

Akhi Moni in Lalmonirhatis a
student of class two and loves
all the English rhymes in her
textbook. She is suffering from
Cerebral Palsy and unable to
use both her hand muscles.

This physical shortcoming
however did not stop her from
enjoying life and going to
school with other children in her
village. She got accustomed to
use her feet for every purpose
and she can even write and
draw beautiful pictures.

Akhi Moni in Lalmonirhat is a student of class
two and loves all the English rhymes in her text-
book. She is suffering from Cerebral Palsy and
unable to use both her hand muscles. This physi-
cal shortcoming however did not stop her from
enjoying life and going to school with other chil-
dren in her village

"l want to be someone -- just
like you when | grow up," she
said.

Nasima Akter from
Kamarkhanda, Sirajganj,
another spirited young woman
in her twenties, helps her
brother in their family handloom
despite having visual impair-
ment.

"One day | want to buy
handlooms and start a factory
of my own," said Nasima.

Centre for Disability in
Development (CDD) is organis-
ing a 12-day photography
exhibition at Shilpangon gallery
showcasing the incredible
abilities of persons with disabil-
ity.

The show features 50 photo-
graphs of 14 persons with

disabilities from all around the
country highlighting their
achievements.

The exhibition also marks
the 127th birth anniversary of
Helen Adams Keller, the
renowned deaf-blind American
author and disability activist.

The photographs display
lively interaction of the 14 per-
sons with their surroundings. It
depicts that people with disabil-
ities can also attain extraordi-
nary goals when given proper
care, assistance and opportu-
nity.

The persons featured in the
exhibition, including Harun,
Akhi, Nasima and their family
members, were present during
the opening ceremony on 27
June. They were given special

awards for their achievements.

Shumon Ahmed, a student
at South Asian Institute of
Photography Pathshala in
Dhaka, has voluntarily contrib-
uted the photographs to CDD.

"People with disabilities are
considered burdens in our
society, even by their families. |
wanted to portray a positive
image of these people," said
Ahmed.

"Their incorporation in this
society will be easier if a posi-
tive image can be depicted to
the society that they can also
achieve," Ahmed added.

The exhibition is open to
public from 12:00 noon to
8:00pm Sunday thru Friday and
will conclude on July 7.

i

B

Akhi Moni, a physically challenged child is writing with her feet.
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Authorities are constructing a permanent structure to make a kitchen market in front of the historical
Eidgah on Satmasjid Road. The Public Works Department has earmarked the spot for a public park. The
Department of Architecture has also finalised a design of the park. BDR has been running a fair price shop

Short circuit
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Although Desa claimed to have
collected around Tk 250 crore of
arrears in addition to its regular
electricity bills during the first
quarter of this year, Desa offi-
cials themselves admitted that
their target to collect another Tk
650 crore by the year-end would
be a daunting task.

According to sources in Desa,
the undesirably high systems
loss is due to the severe mal-
practices within PDB and Desa.
The efficiency of the system
largely depends on the individu-
als who are integral parts of that
system.

The sources said around Tk
2,000 crore was plundered in the
past few years through wide-
spread corruption, malpractices
and illegal use of electricity.

The Desa officials claimed
that systems loss occurs due to
the operational or technical
failures but in reality pilferage of
electricity is the main reason.

“Like any other physical sys-
tems, electricity generation and
distribution systems are not
flawless and there must be
system loss,” said a Desa high
official.

“In western countries the rate
of the system loss is not more
than 1 percent. But in our coun-
try, although almost similar
technology has been adopted for
electricity generation and trans-
mission, the system loss is
around 25 percent. The reason
behind this is not just technical
flaws in the system,” he added.

Rajuk, BGMEA both guilty
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The preconditions included
demolition of the portions of
the building built in deviation
from the proposed plan,
paying plan approval fees at
penalty rate (ten times more
than regular) and construc-
tion of a bridge in between
the building and
Panthapath.

Rajuk, following a board
meeting decision, issued a
notice on the BGMEA on
July 30, 2006 directing it to
pay penalty and demolish
some portions of the build-
ing for constructing it before
obtaining approval of the
proposed construction plan.

The Building Construction
Committee (BC committee-
4) of Rajuk slapped a pen-
alty of Tk 12.5 lakh on
BGMEA. BGMEA finally
deposited Tk 12.5 lakh to
Rajuk on May 12 this year
and initiated construction of
the bridge.

Rajuk Chairman Haroon
said: "I am not aware that
Rajuk has received the pen-
alty money from BGMEA. In
fact the BC committee deals
with it."

A Rajuk official said at an

inter-ministerial meeting,
presided over by LGRD
Adviser Anwarul Igbal on

Thursday, that the building
did not have approval from
the authorities.

Anwarul Igbal told the
reporters that Rajuk should
decide on what action
should be taken against the
BGMEA building.

Haroon said, "We will take
action as per the recommen-
dation of the Buet expert
team now doing a study on
the integrated Hatirjheel
development project.”

BGMEA President Anwar
Ul Alam said they got a two-
bigha plot in the canal area
from Export Promotion
Bureau and paid Tk 2.7
crore for it. "Rajuk issued
land use clearance in favour
of the BGMEA and then we
submitted the building plan,"
he said.

Asked why they con-
structed the building without
obtaining approval, he said,
"We started and finished
construction of the building
because the rainy season
was approaching and the
price of construction materi-
als started going up."

He claimed that they by
and large have gone by the
laws in constructing the
building. "We will go to court
if situation demands," said
Alam.

R&HD to seek
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"The area is clearly a public land
under the ministry of land, | can-
not understand how these people
could get Rajuk permission to
build such a project on a public
land," the project official said.

"If this planned high-rise
building is constructed on the
designated approach road it
would be time consuming to
demolishit, now is the time for the
government to take over the
area," said Nurunnabi, a resident
of Katashur.

The R&HD officials are hope-
ful of a positive response from the
KFAED. They said anyone would
understand how vital it is for the
bridge to have a wide approach
road for smooth flow of traffic.

"If the approach road is not
built, a permanent traffic jam
would grip the Mohammadpur
area and many people would
avoid using the bridge," said an
R&HD engineer.

The Tk 49 crore third
Buriganga bridge project is
scheduled to be completed by
2010. Project engineers said that
up to 30 percent of the work has
been completed well ahead of
schedule. But the work is cur-
rently passing through a hurdle
due to complications arising from
further land acquisition.

Once completed the bridge
would connect a vast area in
Keraniganj linking Mawa in the
south and Savar road in the
north. With the start of the con-
struction work, prices of land in
Keraniganj have rocketed. It is
expected that a huge volume of
traffic, including heavy goods
vehicle, will use the vital link
between Dhaka and the southern
and northern parts of the country.

Square Hospitals Ltd

Emergency: 8144466, 8144477,
8144488, 01713377773,
01714477774, 01713377775. Fax:
880-2-9118921

Telephone: 8141522, 8142431,
8144400, 8142333, 8159457,
8129334, 01713141447.

Web: www.squarehospital.com
Email: info@squarehospital.com

Ahsania Mission Cancer & General
Hospital
9008919, 8051618

Apollo Hospitals Dhaka
9891680-4, 01713046684/85
Emergency no. 9896623, 0171409000

Bangladesh Medical College &
Hospital
9118202, 8115843

Central Hospital
9660015-19,

China Bangla Hospital (JV) Ltd
8913674

Dhaka Medical College Hospital
8626812-16

health,busservices,airlines&traintiming

Gana Shasthyo Kendra
8617208, 8617383, 8620178,

Greenland Hospital
8912663

Gulshan Mother & Child Clinic
8822738, 8812992

Holy Family Hospital
8311721-25

Islami Bank Hospital
9333739

Japan Bangladesh Friendship
Hospital
8828855, 8827575

Labaid Cardiac Hospital
8610793-8

Marie Stopes Clinic
8821874

Medinova Medical Services Ltd
8620353,

Monowara Hospital
8318135, 8319802

Pangu Hospital
9112150, 9113041

PG Hospital (BSMMU)
9614545-9, 9612550-4

Rashmono General Hospital
8317606, 9557354, 8317819
Ratan's Dental Clinic
9111090

Salimullah Medical College Hospital
7319002-6

Samorita Hospital Ltd
9131901

Shahid Suhrawardy Hospital
9122560-78

Shishu Hospital
8116061-2, 9119119

United Hospital
8836444, 0194001234

BLOOD BANK

Bangladesh Red Crescent Blood
Bank
9116563

Modern Clinic & Blood Center
9883948

Sandhani, Dhaka Medical College
9668690

OSPITALS & CLINICS BUS SERVICES

Drooti
8014563

Eagle Paribahan
7101504

Green Line Paribahan
9339623, 9342580, 8353005

Hanif Enterprise
9120116

Keya Paribahan
7101894, 7101250, 9121280

Modern Enterprise
9123743

Neptune A/C Coach Service
7101945, 7101951, 9123092

Shohag Paribahan (Pvt) Ltd
9334152, 8316766, 8126293

Shoukhin Paribahan
8014397, 9001796

Silk Line
7102461

Shyamoli Paribahan
9333803

AIRLINES IBRARY & INFO-

PHOTO COURTESY: SUMON AHMED, CENTRE FOR DISABILITY IN DEVELOPMENT.

lines Druk Air

Aeroflot 9862243, 9892862,
9559930, 9559111, Fax: 9563787 Emirates

Air India 9892801, 9885574-75
8617783, 8611929, Fax: 9670591 GMG Airlines

8825845-9, Airport Office:
8960404,8915699, Fax: 8826115

Gulf Air
9130123-5, Airport Office: 8914573

Indian Airlines Ltd
9555915, 9557813,
Kuwait Airways
9115182, 9118829

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
8917400-19 9560151, 9559610
Airport Office: 8917400, Fax:8913005

British Airways
8815111, Fax: 8815346,

Cathay Pacific
9557117, Fax: 9562667

Malaysia Airlines
9888211-20
Airport Office: 8916953, Fax: 9890478

PIA
9349293-5, Fax: 9345300

Singapore Airlines
8811504-7, 9883259
Airport Office: 8911928, Fax: 8811503

Thai Airways
8314711-18, 8914343

Virgin Atlantic Airways
8816324-5, Fax: 9896481

Subarna Express Leaves Dhaka at 4:30 pm
Mahanagar Prabhati Leaves Dhaka at 7-30 am
Mahanagar Godhuli Leaves Dhaka at 3-15 pm
Turna Leaves Dhaka at 11-00 pm

Leaves Dhaka at 6-40 am
Leaves Dhaka at 12-45 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 9-45 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 7-00 am
Leaves Dhaka at 5-00 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 8-00 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 9-20 pm

Parabat Express
Joyantika Express
Upaban Express
Tista Express
Ekata Express
Upakul Express
Agnibeena Express

Reaches Chittagong at 10:35 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 1-55 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 10-55 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 6-40 am
Reaches Sylhet at 2-30 pm
Reaches Sylhet at 9-20 pm
Reaches Sylhet at 6-40 am
Reaches Bahadurabad at 1-05 pm
Reaches Bahadurabad at 11-15
Reaches Noakhali at 5-00 am
Reaches Jagannath at 2-30 pm

Libraries, Cultural and

Information Centers
Central Public Library- 8626001-4,
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673
Bangla Academy- 8619550
Islamic Foundation- 9550280,
9556407

Nazrul Institute- 9114602

Ford Foundation- 8116133
Alliance Francaise- 8611557
Information Resource Center, The
American Center - 8813440-4,
9886395-9

British Council- 8618867-8,
8618905-7

Community Development Library-
8113769, 8113604

Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka-
9126525-6

Indian Information Centre &
Cultural Library- 8850141-2
The Russian Cultural Centre-
9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125,
8112954, 8123412

Press Institute of Bangladesh
(PIB) 9330081-4
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