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People will never get rid of frequent load-shedding and the sufferings it leaves for the power- 
starved. Are not we on the right way to finding this position established as an eternal truth? It's really 
sad to even think of it while, on the contrary, we survive (!) with the reality that bears burning proof of 
it. The problem is even worse in the rural areas. 

This is the symbol of how the previous governments floated the country in the surge of progress. 
Any way, we now want a solution to this problem from the CTG. It's impossible to ensure total solu-
tion within a short time,  but I think the CTG can at least make an attempt to achieve a sustainable 
level of power supply.

It'll be a really praiseworthy move.
Mominul Islam
Arambag, Dhaka

None will hear anymore the sound of spinning machines or 
looms or any other mechanical sound, shouts of workers, 
whistle of the siren at the opening and closing hours of the 
jute mills. 

It was long ago when people used to work in many jute 
mills along the riversides starting from Noapara to Khalishpur, 
a 30km long area near Khulna city. People worked there from 
dawn to dusk to get their daily meal, and support their fami-
lies. Now they have nothing to do! 

All those government owned jute mills are closed forever. 
This process of shutting down started many years ago, mostly 
in the last decade. And finally our caretaker government has 
taken very good care of them! 

During the budget announcement last month there was not 
a single penny to revive these industries. The Finance Adviser 
said that it is not worth spending anything for these jute  mills. 

Nobody thinks about those people whose lives depended 
on those jute mills; what they will do now, how can they sur-
vive with their starving children? No answer! 

The government is  responsible with mismanagement and 
corruption for continuous loss in those jute mills for years, and 
we poor people are the sufferers. 

Let us raise our voice to save the golden jute industry and 
the workers. 

We can see the success of private jute mills, and we know 
why the government-owned  ones failed.  The CTG should 
address the issue.
Zebunnessa Laizu
Thailand

We want to live in a world 
where there will be no pollu-
tion and chaos. But the fact 
is that there is vast differ-
ence between our   dream 
and the real situation. It's 
very unfortunate that our  
planet  is losing its beauty 
continuously. The world  has 
become so polluted that 
water, air, soil, trees and  all 
the  living beings (including 
human beings)  in  it are 
seriously affected. 
Environmental pollution and  
degradation has  already 
created negative effects  of 
various kinds. Only  due to  
man's unwise decisions and 
greed, the situation has 
worsened to that extent. But 
what's the real situation in 
Bangladesh?  The total area 
and diversity of our world 
famous Mangrove Forests, 
Sundarbans,   is diminishing 
at an alarming rate. We have 
crisis of water (arsenic pollu-
tion, water logging, floods, 
and increased salinity). 
Biodiversity is about to be 
wiped  out.  

For solving these prob-

lems we have to  adopt 

certain measures. So with 

the government initiative, 

all  conscious citizens must 

come forward  to partici-

pate in the movement for a 

'clean environment'. 

Shekhar Das

Economics Discipline

Khulna University

Amartya Sen has been at it again: in his book, 
The Argumentative Indian, Sen draws inspira-
tion from a Satyajit Ray film to demonstrate that 
authoritarian rule is not rooted in Asian values. 
Well, how about Indian values, then? 

Sen has managed to overlook such “authori-

tarian” manifestations as the Babri Mosque 
affair and related massacre (plus the fact that 
the architect of the affair became Home Minister 
and Deputy Prime Minister); the Gujarat car-
nage; the anti-Sikh pogroms….

What, however, he cannot overlook is the  
fact that  the Indian society is strictly hierarchic, 
with the Dalits treated hardly as human beings. 
Consider the caste struggle  the name of an 
article in Newsweek (July 3rd, 2000, pages 18- 
22). According to the article, "Every hour, two 
Dalits are assaulted, three Dalit women are 
raped, two Dalits are murdered and two Dalit 
houses are burned".

If that's the picture of a vigorous democratic 
society, arguing away over the hookahs about 
human equality and human rights, while deny-
ing a fraternal puff to all untouchables, then 
Amartya Sen is very wrong about his own coun-
try, his own culture and his own religion. 
Iftekhar Sayeed
Dhanmandi, Dhaka

Dead jute industry Pollution

Amartya Sen's observation

The NGOs and some other organisations are trying to raise aware-
ness among women and protest against dowry. But still some peo-
ple devoid of all moral values want to  extort money from their wives' 
parents unlawfully. Even a few government service holders who 
sign up on a stamp, before joining the jobs,   and  pledge  not to give 
or ask for dowry, break the promise they made in their life after-
wards. Dowry has led to many committing suicide while some oth-
ers died due to their husbands' beast like behaviour. 

But the question that comes up now is “Will women be treated 
like this until the end of the world?” The government should take firm 
steps against this detestable wrong- doing without further ado to 
resist this heinous crime. 

Education of women should reach a satisfactory level to elimi-
nate this social malady. 
Shatabdi
Regional Public Administration Training Centre (RPATC)
Officers Quarter, Rajshahi

Dowry and its 
ill effectsPower crisis

Tigers in “danger 
land”
Like Lewis Carol's "Alice in 
Wonderland", our Tigers'  plight can 
be reflected in the parody of William 
Blake's poem "Tiger". 

" Tiger, tiger covered in ashes grey,
 Can only but hope and pray.
 That only rain falls day after day
 Washing off any further play." 
Sadly, all eleven of the Tigers 

could not manage a hundred runs 
on a placid wicket! 

In less than eight overs; 
Muralidharan   massacared the 
immature tigers cubs  (or lambs!); 
in the green fields of Sri Lanka! God 
only knows what further records 
against us are in store! 
S.A Mansoor
Gulshan, Dhaka

MD/MS admission 
test
T h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
Cardiovascular Diseases  pub-
lished a circular  in  a daily on 
08.03.2007 for MD/MS course part-
1 (Session 2007-2008) admission 
test.  Accordingly,  we applied and 
took part in the exams on 30-03-
2007. We came out successful  and 
later on we applied for deputation to 
attend the course through proper 
channel. However, when our appli-
cation  reached the health depart-
ment, we were told  that we  were 
not  eligible for deputation because 
we had not  completed two   years 
of service. 

Nowhere in the  circular was it 
found that we were  not eligible for 
government candidature on depu-
tation as we have not completed  
two years of  service. We joined the 
24th BCS on 2nd July 2005 instead 
of 1st July because that day was the 
weekly holiday (Friday). 

The doctors of  the 24th BCS 
who were selected  for  MD/MS 
course part-1 at RMC, Nipsom  are 
also facing the same problem.

Hence, we urge the health 
authorities to look into  the matter,  
so that we don't become  victims  of  
a  one day shortage.

Dr. Jewel, Dr. Asha
Dr. Dipu
Rajshahi

Corrupt leaders
What appeared in your newspaper 
over the past few days about 
involvement of highest party lead-
ers in massive corruption and graft 
is shocking. We find it deplorable 
and disgusting to see that some of 
them were involved in  protecting  
killers and corrupt people.

I would like to request the 
authorities concerned  to  further 
investigate  the cases and bring the 
culprits to justice.
Belal Ahmed
Banani, Dhaka

Disabled children
There is no  government policy for 
education of children with disabili-
ties. Several NGOs have  been 
working for ensuring education of 
the disabled children. But most of 
the NGOs are in urban areas, not 
rural areas. They do not  think 
about   the disabled children in  
villages. 

The CTG should look into the 
matter. 
Azmal Hosen Mamun
Bangladesh Protibandhi 
Kallyan Somity (BPKS)
Dhaka

Khaleda's residence
It is a fact well known that the can-
tonment residence of Khaleda  Zia  
was a gift to her from the then BNP 
government. This exclusive privi-
lege was something that other 
family  members of previous heads 
of the govt. were either denied or 
not  provided as gift  (including the 
family members of the assassi-
nated  father of the nation). 

It is very surprising that Khaleda 
Zia  continues  to stay inside the 
cantonment,  despite the fact that 
she is heading a  political party! 
Shamim Ahmed
On e-mail

The budget
Focusing on the budget speech 

thoroughly, actually I have nothing 
to say  except that it sounded  like  
the statement  of a World Bank or 
Asian Development Bank chief. Of 
course, tackling inflation, spending 
on power infrastructure and sup-
porting agriculture etc are highly 
laudable but their implementation is 
a different story altogether. 

The budget has nothing to offer 
to the people in general. 
Farhad Kabir
BBB(Marketing) 
Dhaka University

Politicians and 
donation
The article written by  Mr.  Anawarul 
Kabir  is shocking.  When we are 
demanding  removal of  unedu-
cated and illiterate politicians, he is 
advocating for them. He  talked 
about the vacuum of leadership. 
Can  anyone   of them be called a  
leader?  He  wrote that donation  is 
accepted even  in the USA. 

Do our politicians take dona-
tions?  They  asked  people to  pay  
money   in exchange  of favour. 
They only helped  corruption to 
grow further.   
A citizen
On e-mail

Politics
Only the people have the right to 
decide what they want. So, the 
government should refrain from 
doing anything that amounts to  
influencing the political process.

Let the people and  the political 
parties decide what they  consider 
best for the country. 
Nayan
Dhaka

Good and evil
Although by virtue of value judg-
ments learned from religious or 
moral teachings and our own expe-
rience in life, we have  a sense of 
what actions are good  and what 
actions are bad , there is no stan-
dard test to determine this.

In elementary physics if a mag-
netic south pole attract another 

City Dental College

Technical education
Munshiganj is a densely populated 
island district adjacent to capital  
Dhaka. Rivers like Shitalakhya, 
Dhaleshwari, Meghna and Padma  
flow through or surround  it. 

Direct road communication has 
been  es tab l i shed  be tween  
Munshiganj and Dhaka through   
the recently  constructed  bridges.   
Another bridge is being constructed 
at  Muktarpur area to facilitate  road 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
Munshiganj and the rest of the 
country.

It is needless to  explain the 
importance of technical education.  
Everybody  knows that to face the 
challenge of  the modern world   
and  the new millennium,  technical 
education is indispensable.  

So, we  urge  the government  to 
set up an engineering college  in 
Munshiganj district.
Ziaun Nahar
Deovog, Munshiganj

Comments
I have enjoyed reading recent post 

editorial write-ups by Shahnoor. 

They are no nonsense and to the 

point comments pulling all the 

punches. Well done.
Our so called leaders are still 

showing utterly contemptible self-

ish greed, hypocrisy and sheer 

ignorance. They are extremely 

cunning but their camouflage is not 

hiding their true self. The nation is 

not going to be sold down the river 

and be hoodwinked any more.
These leaders should wake up, 

smell the coffee and realise it is 

2007. The country needs imagina-

tive, selfless and  competent peo-

ple to run it.   
Akhtar Shah
On e-mail

Political parties 
and reforms
It is obvious that at the prodding of 
the caretaker government, the main 
political parties are drawing up 
proposals to amend their party 
constitutions with a view to doing 
away with the absolute powers of 
the party Chairperson/President. 
However, unless the authorities 

prescribe some parameters with 
regard to the changes that are 
desired to be the bare minimum, 
different parties will come up with 
different sets of proposals, which 
will add to the confusion and defeat 
the very purpose of initiating this 
move in the first place!

Moreover, the political parties 
should be allowed to hold meetings 
openly so that they can firm up their 

proposals and amend the party 

constitutions properly. Otherwise, 

at a later date when there will  be no 

emergency in the country, the 

charismatic leaders of big parties 

would, most likely, stage a come 

back and sweep away all the pro-

posed reforms in no time!

Abul  Mohsin

Siddheswari, Dhaka    

magnet we cannot conclusively say 
that the attracted pole must be a 
North Pole as it may well be that the 
attracted pole is another weaker 
south pole. So the sure test in only a 
repelling test i.e. that “opposite 
poles repel” and attraction signify 
nothing about the nature of mag-
netic polarity.

Similarly, in logic or philosophy 
we have no sure test of knowing 
what is true, but we have one way  
of knowing what is false by contra-
diction of evidence or arguments.

Obtaining guidance from these 
techniques, as a practical engineer 
I have developed a sure-fire test of 
knowing what is 'evil' in society, but 
no such test can be developed for 
finding 'good'. The test is as follows:

To determine whether an action 
is evil apply the action theoretically 
on yourself, on your goods, or on 
your dear ones. If you then feel sad 
and unhappy , the action is evil. For 
instance take 'theft'. If  someone 
steals your  belongings  then you 
would be unhappy, which proves 
theft is an evil act. And note 
although such stealing makes the 
thief happy, the act does not 
become good but remains evil.

By applying such a test system-
atically on various actions the 
society may determine the evils in 
society and then remove them one 
by one to arrive at what remains as 
'good' as a residual process.

Trying to positively 'do good' is 
counterproductive in the long run, 
and many evils in modern society 
are caused by the short-sighted 
'do-gooders'. If everyone applies 
this sure test to identify evil and 
then refrains from such action,  
man and society  will remain inher-
ently good, and that is all that is 
necessary. To try to do more may be 
self-defeating.

The ten commandments given 
to  Prophet Moses (pbuh) by Allah 
were all stated in such negative 
terms as “Thou shall not steal” etc 
and these  stand out to corroborate 
the residual nature of good in soci-
ety, after evil is subtracted out. That 
is, 'good' (again with very few 
exceptions like prayer etc) cannot 
be achieved by direct cognizance 
or action, although a particular 
action might make one feel happy 
and good.
Engineer Shafi Ahmed
London, UK

"Proposed UGC 
recruitment rules"
This has reference to  Dr. K. 
Maudood Elahi's letter  on the 
above topic. I wholeheartedly 
support the views expressed by 
him. The recruitment rules should 
equally be applicable in case of 
private universities.  Recently,  I  
saw an advertisement of a newly 
established private university  for 
admission of students. In the ad, 
the name of a professor  appeared.  
He never had any teaching experi-
ence and I am sure he does not 
possess any qualification to 
become a professor. These people 
would definitely be a liability for the 
university as they would not be able 
to deliver anything good for the 
students.

I would request the UGC and 
other relevant authorities to look 
into the matter. 
SMR
On e-mail

Good governance
We have to be very careful again. 
Now that the "two Begums" are 
almost gone we hear  about the 
emergence of a third one who was 
dormant for sometime.

Let us be  alert. The parties who 
ruined our country are now trying to 
impress the people by talking  
about reforms. But we  know them  
and we are not going to commit the 

same mistake again. They are 
none but the same actors who 
actively or passively supported the 
looters.

But still there is a risk. Although, 
hopefully, the enlightened mass will 
not go again under the "bel" tree, 
the innocent people in our villages 
can be lured again to fall in the 
same trap. 

Democracy is for those people 
who understand the real meaning 
of it. We have seen so much of  
damage done to our country by 
those elected in the name of 
democracy. We must stop this kind 
of "elected" people. Our caretaker 
government has to find out a way to 
stop this. We do not have a magic 
solution but it can be invented 
collectively by our intellectuals.

Why can we not change the 
system of election under democ-
racy entirely and select the people 
who will govern our country like the 
way a company is run? Each of 
them will have an objective and a 
target to attain and if at the end of a 
year they fail to achieve their mis-
sion they will be replaced. The new 
president of France has selected 
his ministers in the line of above 
understanding and after a year the 
under-performing ministers risk to 
be replaced.

To stop  misappropriation  of 
money every ministry must have a 
reliable international auditor to 
check the accounts every now and 
then. No doubt,  these auditors will 
be expensive but the money saved 
against corruption will be much 
higher than their fees.
N.G.Chaudhury
Luxembourg

CTG's role
The present CTG has taken up the 
gigantic task of nabbing corrupt 
government officials. It has already 
nabbed some  forest  department 
officials. We expect it will set hands 
on other departments like customs, 
income tax, police, courts, revenue 
office, municipality office, educa-
tion office, electricity, telephone, 
gas and many others. Our nation is 
completely inundated in corruption. 
Even our intellectuals and religious  
leaders whom we respect are not 
fully clean.

In fact, corruption is now our 
accepted culture. A rich man in a 
locality who acquired wealth 
through bribe or illegal means, has 
posh cars and high-rise buildings, 
is invited as chief guest of any 
social function, or opening cere-
mony in his locality. He is a highly 
respected  man!

I know this government will  not 
have sufficient time to nab and 
punish all,  but it will at least be able 
to identify most of the big ones and 
publish their names. This will help 
others  get a  clear picture of what is 
happening in society.
Shafiqul Islam
On e-mail 

In response...
I thank the man  for the lines he 
wrote for Dave  Whatmore, The 
Dream Merchant.

As a nation,  we are the  most 
ungrateful. We killed our father of 
the nation, and not only that, tried 
to humiliate him. 

We always forget what a man, a 
personality, has given us, in case 
he fails to give something more. 
“Ki Paini Taar Hisab Milate Mon 
mor nahe Raji” -- a line from 
Tagore. But we always try to see 
what we did not get and forget 
what we have got.

Dave Whatmore gave us a lot. 
He raised the dust ridden crawling 
Bangladesh Cricket Team to what 
it is today. Our team is feared by 
world's greatest teams. They 
always bear in mind that there is 
every possibility of being defeated 
by us. This is a good achievement 
and this is  possible only for Dave 
Whatmore. He did not  commit  
any mistake by wanting to be 
coach of India. Why not? He must 
have his own aspirations. He is not 
a Bangladeshi by birth. He was a 
paid coach of Bangladesh. He has  
the right to opt for more glory and 
more salary. 

Our team management should 
have talked out the matter with 
him. They could have raised his 
salary. But no! we shall not do that. 
We shall only criticise. We shall 
not consider what we received, we 
shall only be annoyed for what we 
did not get.

Why baba? Why everyone 
should only give us something? 

As said,  we are ungrateful, and 
the best example is the cricket 
players. Nobody went to see off 
Dave! The man who did so much 
for them !! The players were like 
his children. He cursed them, he 
nursed them, but never let them 
down. He brought back, revital-
ised them, like a phoenix bird 
revived from ashes. 

Show some gratitude! You, 
Ashraful, Habib, Javed Omar, 
Aftab and others, I implore upon 
you. Please call him up. Say how 
deeply indebted you are to him 
and how much you are missing 
him. Believe me, you will feel 
fresh. 
Dr. A.S.M Badruddoza
Chairman & Project Director
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