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Advertising,Bank&markettiming
BANKS

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday 

Elephant Road-Friday 

Bishal Center-Friday 

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday 

Polwell Market-Friday 

BCS Computer City-Friday 

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.

Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday

Stadium Market-Friday 

Bangabazar Market-Friday

 National Museum-Thursday 

Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday 

Gausia Market-Tuesday 

Mouchak Market-Sunday

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-

Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday

Eastern Plaza-Sunday

Farmview Super Market-Sunday 

Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday

Dhaka Zoo-Sunday 

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday

MARKET CLOSEDAD AGENCIES

Adcomm Ltd
9896600,9887665

Asiatic Marketing Communication 
Ltd
9892768,9893303

Bitopi Advertising
8053418

Expressions Ltd
9562380,9568326, 966481

Grey Advertising Bangladesh Ltd
8811541, 8827862, 9881689
Fax: 8811541

Interface Communications
9362624,8351148, Fax: 8314306 

Interspeed Advertising
8810675, 9891859

Mattra
8317456, 9331057, Fax: 9330556

Media Comm Ltd
8861521 (9 lines)

Unitrend Ltd
9124380-4

A Positive Advertising Ltd
8856598-9, 8837751-2

ART & CULTURAL CENTERS

Alliance Francaise De Dhaka 
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, 
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557
Fax: 8616462, 
Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy
Dhaka University Area, 
Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583, 
Fax: 8612352, Email: 
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy 
Old High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall), 
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council 
5, Fuller Road, Dhaka
Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8
Fax: 8613375
Email: 
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center

House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center

H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212

Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

House 330B, Road 28 (Old), 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051, 

Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre 

House-510, Road-7, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026, 

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy

Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts

House 275/F, Road 27, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com

Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex, 

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani

Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email: 

cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New), 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044, 

Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4, 

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery

Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085, 

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan

House-25, Road-5, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery

F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)

Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

Agrani Bank

9566153-54, 956616069, 9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank

7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd

 8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA

9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd

9568537-39

Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd

9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited

9562878, PABX: 9560229, 

Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank

8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd

9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd

95542402, 9563040, 9560099, Fax: 

9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd

9563020, 9562060, Fax: 9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd

9555141, 9570912-16,

Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank

9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited

9559333, 9560329

Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd

9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank

9561902-4

Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd

8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd

9567265, 9556282

Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd

9570812, 9567435, Fax: 9557413

South East Bank

9550081, 9551411, Fax: 9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd

9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank

9550426-34

Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited

9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd

9871095, 9871074, 9888068, Fax: 

4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd

9561438, 9551162-3, 

Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd

9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

CITY CORRESPONDENT

.................................................

. . .
"Prevent Dhaka from becom-
ing a mega city before we are 
prepared," said MM Akash, 
professor, Department of 
Economics, while discussing 
the conditions of Dhaka as a 
mega city.

He was discussing at a 
roundtable conference 'Mega 
City Dhaka: Are the conditions 
fu l f i l l ed? '  o rgan ised  by  
Department of Population 
Sciences of Dhaka University 
(DU) in cooperation with 
UNFPA.

Prof Akash said that national 
effort should be redirected to 
reduce rural-urban disparity in 
distribution of wealth and there-
fore help curb rural migration.  

Development of suburbs and 
planned relocation of important 
centres are needed. Instead of 
including suburbs into Dhaka 
autonomy can be offered to 
towns like Narayanganj with 
good transport, he said.

"The rich should change 
their attitude towards the work-
ing class because it is the 
working class that provides  
drivers, peons, maids, laun-
ders and garment workers 
among others. The affluent 
section of the society should 
ensure their social security," 
he said.

The slum dwellers are pay-
ing more than the rich and 
middleclass people for water 
and electricity through middle-
men. Rehabilitation of slum 
dwellers by the government is 
needed, he said.

Force cannot be used to 
solve the problem of hawkers. 

A harmonious coexistence 
among pedestrians, motorists 
and hawkers is required 
because hawkers are sending 
money to keep their villages 
running, he said. 

The pressure of population, 
waterlogging, water crisis, 
importance of decentralisation, 
slum dwellers condition and 
traffic congestion problem of 
the city were the most dis-
cussed topic among the discus-
sants.

Prof KM Maniruzzaman, 
Department of Urban and 
Regional Planning, Buet, said 
that public transport should be 
developed to solve the traffic 
congestion problem.

"Our transport plan is car-
centric. We always think how 
smoothly I can drive my car to 
the destination," he said.

"In Bogota, capital of 
Colombia, there is a rule 
through public voting that cars 
will not move on the street in 
peak hours. They have sepa-

rate lanes and platform for 
buses. We can follow this kind 
of rules," he added.

P r o f  A Q M  M a h b u b ,  
Department of Geography, DU, 
said that the climate of Dhaka 
city is very favourable but we 
could not reap its benefit. 

"We have ruined the rivers 
surrounding the city and now 
we cannot use surface water. 
This has given rise to a serious 
water crisis," he said.

"Waterlogging is a manmade 
problem. Previously the rivers 
and canals drained water but 
now the canals are turned into 
box culverts, which do not have 
enough capacity to drain 
water," he added. 

He termed the decision to 
convert canals into box culverts 
as 'suicidal'.

Prof Roxana Hafiz, head, 
Urban and Regional Planning, 
Buet, said that all plans must 
take into account every individ-
ual in the city. 

"We shelved the first DAP 

[detailed area plan] of the 
city and the second one is 
limping. We take so much 
time in implementing DAP 
that its deadline expires. 
DAP becomes outdated 
before it is implemented," 
she said. 

The existing facilities in the 
city for disabled and elderly 
people were not enough, she 
said.

"We will have to think about 
disabled and old people who 
are absent in our planning. We 
seldom see a disabled and 
older person on the street. 
That does not mean that they 
do not exist. The reason is the 
city's planning is not fit for a 
disabled person to go out," she 
said.

"Why do we want to remove 
rickshaw which is the favourite 
transport of most of the city 
dwellers?," she said.

Other discussants dwelled 
on unplanned urbanisation, 
housing, education, waste 

ROUNDTABLE

Address rural problems first to save 
Dhaka, say speakers

management, environment, 
crime, lack of open space and 
recreation.

The keynote paper was 
presented by Prof Mesbah-us-
Saleheen, Department of 

Geography and Environment, 
Jahangirnagar University. 

Dr SMA Faiz, vice chancel-
lor, DU, was the chief guest; Dr 
Ha run -o r -Rash id ,  dean ,  
Faculty of Social Sciences, DU 

and Nurul Ameen, assistant 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  U N F PA 
Bangladesh were special 
guests. 

The roundtable was moder-
ated by Dr AKM Nurun Nabi, 

project director, Department of 
Population Sciences and 
chaired by Tehmina Gafur, 
chairperson of the same 
department.

Urban migration into the city gives birth to numerous slums devoid of civic amenities. 
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No official statistics is avail-
able about the number of 
children receiving assistance 
from the NGOs. According to 
Shishu Odhikar Forum and a 
few other NGOs, around 10 
percent of the street children 
receive NGO assistance.

According to U M Habibun 
Nesa, head of the child pro-
tection programme of Save 
the Children UK, the under-
privileged vagrant children 
are 'socially disabled' and 
they could otherwise be 
assets of the society. 

"While growing up, these 
children usually experience 
severe malnutrition, social 
repugnance and consider-
able vulnerability. As a result, 

they often grow hostility, 
hatred and distrust towards 
the society. This hatred and 
distrust draw these naïve 
chi ldren toward cr iminal 
activities -- tainting the soci-
ety in the process," said 
Habibun Nesa.

"With rapid increase in the 
number of vagrant population 
and if the present situation 
continues, it will be a social 
disaster in the near future," 
she added.

H a b i b u n  N e s s a  
emphasised on community-
based vocational schooling 
programmes and arrange-
ments to help that the chil-
dren make use of their skills 
in an effective way.

"It is ironic that the NGOs 

are [mainly] providing support 
to these underprivi leged 
children. Whereas, the gov-
ernment should bear the main 
responsibility and step in [to 
address the issue]," she sug-
gested.

According to Aminl Islam, a 
coordinator at Aparajeyo 
Bangladesh, rehabilitating 
these underprivileged chil-
dren with sustainable and 
effective life skills requires 
o r g a n i s e d  a s s i s t a n c e  
programmes. 

"The number of NGOs 
dedicated to this cause is too 
small to cope with the such a 
overwhelming number of 
children. Most of them lack 
proper psycho-social coun-
selling and capacity to pro-

vide life skill training as well," 
said Islam. 

"The eight or nine shelter 
homes run by NGOs in the 
city are overcrowded while 
the government infrastructure 
is conventional and inade-
quate for the cause. Lack of 
efficient social worker only 
makes the situation worse," 
he added. 

In the recently proposed 
national budget for the next 
f iscal year, the present 
interim government has allot-
ted Tk 13 crore for the devel-
opment of children shelter 
homes.

According to Hafizul Islam 
Mia, director general of 
department of social welfare, 
the interim government has 

adopted a development  

programme titled 'Extension 

and Development of Existing 

6 Vagrant Homes (second 

phase)' to ease the overall 

situation. 

Hafiz however expressed 

his doubts about the future of 

vagrant population, espe-

cially the children, as the 

skills they learn at the homes 

are not helpful enough to 

make a living in the real 

world. "I have seen residents 

of different shelter homes 

make beautiful handicrafts, 

but all these skills are of little 

use in the real world if they 

cannot market their prod-

ucts."

Too little to raise hope 
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Eleven-year-old Shahin works 
for Rupban mahajan. "My 
employer gives me Tk 1 for each 
bottle I sell," Shahin said. 

Shahin said besides buying 
bottles from Nimtoli, they often 
collect the empty bottles they 
had just sold. "Often some trav-
ellers finish their water before 
the launch sets off and we some-
times collect the bottles or buy 
the bottles back from the pas-
sengers for Tk 1 or 2. We then 
refill and sell those," he said.  

Shahin said that they are not 
usually authorised to enter the 
jetty area, but 'arrangement' 
made with Sadarghat police box 
personnel makes the job easier. 

The only water vendor doing 
business comfortably on the 
jetty is Firoza. Looking for a 
better future, she arrived in 

Dhaka with her husband when 
she was a newlywed. "It was 
okay for a few years," said 
Firoza, adding, "My life was 
rearranged after three children 
were born. My husband died 
after being paralysed for a few 
years."

After her husband's death, 
Firoza became a water trader. 
Back then she used to sell water 
out of pitchers in the jetty for Tk 1 
per glass. 

Firoza now lives in a boat 
near jetty two. She sells about 
100 bottles every day and with 
the earnings, she sends her 
children to school.

"I fetch the water from nearby 
WASA pump. I have an arrange-
ment there for an hour everyday. 
They set the meter when I start 
and pay on a monthly basis, 
costing me about Tk 600," 

Firoza claimed adding that her 
deal with the WASA is legal. She 
also claimed that the water she 
and other vendors sell is 
hygienic as all of them purify the 
water with 'chemicals'.  

When most inter-district bus 
services have started to provide 
bottled water to their passen-
gers, the authorities of passen-
ger launches seem to care less 
about adopting similar mea-
sures to ease passenger suffer-
ings.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  I n l a n d  
Waterways Passenger Carrier 
Association, around 3000 pas-
senger launches, of which only 
around 1000 are registered, ply 
the rivers all around the country. 
Passengers of these vessels 
have no way but to rely on the 
water sold in discarded bottles.

Surviving only on water

The slum dwellers are paying more than the rich 
and middleclass people for water and electricity 
through middlemen. Rehabilitation of slum 
dwellers by the government is needed, he said. 
Force cannot be used to solve the problem of 
hawkers. A harmonious coexistence among 
pedestrians, motorists and hawkers is required 
because hawkers are sending money to keep 
their villages running, he said
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