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Photo Exhibition

Venue: Liberation War Museum, 5,
Shegun Bagicha
Date: June 27 to July 3

Time: 10:00am to 6:00pm

Title: Ability and Inclusion

Artiste: Shumon Ahmed

Organiser: Centre for Disability in
Development

Venue: Shilpangan, House 26, Road
3, Dhanmondi

Date: June 27 to July 7

Time: 12pm to 8pm

Art Exhibition

Title: River and the Flow of Life
Artiste: Mona Mahmud Chowdhury
Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
House 275/F, Road 27, Dhanmondi
Date: July4 to July 15

Time: 12pmto 8pm

Artist: Bipul Shah

Title: Journey with Wreckage
Venue: Galleri Kaya

House 20, Road 16, Sector 4, Uttora
Date: June 21-July 4

Time: 11am-8pm

National Art
Exhibition

Venue: National Art Gallery, Shilpakala
Academy

Date: June 17 to July 16

Organiser: Department of Art,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

Film Screening
Organiser: Chalachitram Film
Society

Venue: Goethe Institut Bangladesh,
House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi
Director: Alfred Hitchcock

Date: July 1
Time: 4:30pm
Film: Spellbound
Time: 6:30pm
Film: The Birds

Date: July 2
Time: 4:30pm
Film: Psycho
Time: 6:30pm
Film: Rebecca

Organiser: High Commission of India
Dhaka

Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, House
25, Road 96, Gulshan 2

Date: July 2

Time: 6:00pm

Film: Sree-420

Eminent poe

Celebrating Historic Santal
Upsurge Day

152nd anniversary of Santal Upsurge was celebrated in the country yesterday (June 30). Professor
Mesbah Kamal traces the history of the Upsurge and reflects on the celebration.
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Freedom Fighters light candles at the inaugural session (front row) while leading civil society members join the

commemorative programme

T HE “Santal Upsurge” of 1855,
better known as the “Santal
Hool”, is one of the most widely
known movements in the Subconti-
nent against the British Raj. It took
place in Bihar, Orissa and Bengal; all
three being parts of the then undivided
Bengal. The so-called elites or intelli-
gentsia did not lead this movement;
the indigenous proletariats were the
unsung heroes.

The upsurge began on June 30
through a mobilisation of 10,000
Santals at Bhagnadihi, who declared a
rebellion against the British colonists. It
was led by two brothers, Sidhu and
Kanhu (hence the event is also
referred to as the “Sidhu-Kanhu Day”)
who led the armed insurrection initially
against zamindars and mahajans and
subsequently against the police and
the British army.

The Santals believed that he/she
who clears the land first was its master.

The Mughal administration honoured
this traditon and thus no problem
arose then. But the penetration of the
colonial state and its consequent
imposition of rent and control created
problem. In fact, before the advent of
the British in India the Santals resided
peacefully in the hilly districts of
Cuttack, Dhalbhum, Manbhum,
Barabhum, Chhotanagpur, Palamau,
Hazaribagh, Midnapur, Bankura and
Birbhum. But as the agents of the new
colonial rule began to claim their rights
on the lands of the Santals they gradu-
ally shifted to the Rajamahal hills
where they cleared large tracts of land,
hitherto under forest, for cultivation.
Then the colonial state agents, namely
zaminders, jotedars and others
started claiming their proprietary dues.

The Santals were forced to resist
the colonial state penetration and
uphold their natural rights. Against the
encroachment of their natural rights,

there were a number of uprisings
including those in 1811, 1820 and
1831. But the most organised and
extensive was the great rebellion of
1855-56. This movement inspired the
famous “Sepoy Mutiny” of 1857 (2007
being the 150th anniversary of that
historic event) and many other rebel-
lions during the Rajerain India.

The upsurge represented the
aspirations of the indigenous people.
The Santal Upsurge has become the
principal rallying point for the Santals
in preserving their distinct identity,
which enabled them to acquire a
separate state named Jharkhand in
Indian Unionin the year 2000.

The 150th and 151st anniversa-
ries of the Santal Upsurge were
observed in 2005 and 2006 in differ-
ent parts of the Subcontinent. In
Bangladesh too, the anniversaries
were celebrated with much enthusi-
asm. The leading civil society mem-
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bers came forward, along with the
adivasis, to celebrate the historic
event. Rallies were arranged, discus-
sions took place and colourful cul-
tural programmes were organised.
The Santals and other adivasi com-
munities of the country, as well as
their Bengali counterparts, partici-
pated at the programmes. Among
others, Justice Habibur Rahman
(former chief of Caretaker Govern-
ment), poet Shamsur Rahman,
Professor Sardar Fazlul Karim,
Professor Anisuzzaman, Jyotirindro
Bodhipriya Larma, author Selina
Hossain, Nasreen Hug, Professor
Hashem Khan, Mamunur Rashid,
Moniswapan Dewan and Promod
Mankin attended the programmes.

This year programmes are being
organised in Santal inhabited areas
of the country throughout the month
in commemoration of the upsurge.
The National Coordination Commit-
tee, formed at the initiative of Bangla-
desh Adivasi Odhikar Andolan, is
commemorating the day in Dhaka
with a broader vision. The Committee
hopes that marking the day on a
national level would help to bring the
issues of the indigenous communi-
ties to the forefront and, in the pro-
cess the adivasis would be recog-
nised as an integral part of our history
and culture. Active participation of
representatives of multiple ethnicities
of the country including Bengalis on
June 30 in Dhaka gave the
programme the form of a multi-ethnic
celebration.

Ifthis celebration can be continued
for the next few years consecutively,
people at various parts of the country
would spontaneously begin to
observe the day. This would, in turn,
help promote multi-culturalism in the
country. The observation will create
sensitivity among the people, which
will gradually lead to peaceful sharing
of emotions and would facilitate
harmony among the Bengalis and
the indigenous communities.

The writer is the General Secretary of Bangladesh
Adivasi Odhikar Andolan and Associate Professor,
History Department, Dhaka University.

ts recite at Shilpakala

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Though many programmes by recita-
tion artistes are arranged in the city on
a regular basis, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy drew up with an
exceptional evening by bringing the
poets on stage for recitation.

The programme titled Kobi Konthe
Abritti Shondha was held at National
Music and Dance Auditorium on June

Noted poets Nirmolendu Goon,
Asad Chowdhury, Shamim Reza,
Rezauddin Stalin, Shahnaz Munni,
Kazi Rosy, Shihab Sarkar among
others participated in the programme.

Poets mourned the recent demise
of poet Shamsul Islam who was
expected to take part in the
programme.

The programme also featured
recitations by Shafi Kamal,
Mahmudul Hassan, Khalid Hossain

lglesias back on the scene with
new disc

Where has Enrique
been hiding these
years?

The Latin heartthrob, who saw
his star rise earlier this decade
with the crossover success of
such songs as "Hero" and "Es-
cape," all but disappeared from
the spotlight except for tabloid
speculation about his romantic
relationship with tennis pinup
Anna Kournikova.

Iglesias, 32, has a decent
excuse for his self-imposed
hiatus. After a string of back-to-
back records, the singer devoted

Iglesias
last few

three years to work on his latest disc, "Insomniac," released this month. It
has 15 songs featuring typical Iglesias come-ons ("On Top of You") and
lovelorn laments ("Wish | Was Your Lover"). But he also takes a musical
detour by adding rock and hip-hop sensibilities.

He samples a reggaeton beat and pingpong ball sound effects for good

Eighth National Children's
Theatre Festival '07 ends
80 troupes patticipate

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The Eighth National Children's
Theatre Festival 2007 ended on
June 29. The closing ceremony
was held at the Shawkat Osman
Memorial Auditorium, Public
Library. The fifteen-day festival,
which began on June 15, with
around 80 troupes from all over the
country, received steady applause
from the audience. A total of 74
plays were staged at the festival.

Chief guest at the event was
Professor Zillur Rahman Siddiqui.
Noted personalities Ataur Rahman,
General Secretary, ITI, Bangla-
desh; Jhuna Chowdhury, Secretary
General, Bangladesh Group Thea-
tre Federation and theatre person-
ality Shajahan Shah were present
as special guests.

The ceremony was divided into
two sessions. The first session
featured an award giving cere-
mony, which was followed by a
discussion.

Like the previous year, People's
Theatre Association(PTA) awarded
Manchokuri Padak 2007 to 100
children who performed at the
theatre festival. This year PTAgave
away six special awards to Abdul
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Siddiqui
Hai (playwright), Toufig Hassan
Moyna (director), Sheikh Mehdi
Hassan Saju (organiser), Begum
Mumtaz Hossain (for contributions
in children's theatre) and to Kishor
Theatre Association, Dhaka (for
contributions in children's theatre).
PTA also awarded two special
awards. This was the Mancha
Mukul award which went to Sheikh
Zahid of Bibarton Jessore and
Mancho Shena award which went

to Sherajul Alam of Faridpur.

Three plays Amader Khela
Ghor--Amader Pathshala,
Uchango Shangeet and Rastar
Chhele were staged on the last day,
prior to the closing ceremony.

Also in the morning, a seminar
on Children's Theatre in Bangla-
desh, its future and obstacles, was
held at the seminar room, Central
Public Library.

Dancing the blues away

FAYzA HAQ

Majid Shikhaliev's students of
Ecole de Danse put up afine perfor-
mance of modern western dances
at the Alliance Francaise on the
weekend.

The students presented western
dances, which included Latin Amer-
ican dances like salsa (Los Angeles
and Cuban styles), tango, along
with waltz and jive. There was also
a dance drama "Raspoch" and a
sword fight "Saphernik". Adanan
Sagqib Ali, one of the students says,
"Tango has sharp movements while
the waltz is gentle, soft and roman-
tic. The salsa followed the basic 1-
2-3-4 rhythm in a relaxed way. Jive
or swing, originating in USA was
also lively. The dance-drama was a
comedy about a guy who has both
girl friends and a wife. The sword-
fight was a contest between two
men who fight over awoman."

The students practice for two
hours twice a week. The basic
course is for two months. On social
occasions like the Dance night on
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Thursdays at Alliance Francaise,
the students can dance freely, just
for fun, as a weekend relaxation.
The dance is geared for people of
all ages and is usually a hobby for
both young students and adults.
"Couple dancing has to be well-
coordinated and Majid is very good
at this. There is matching of heights
and rhythms of the dancers," says
Adnan. The woman should be able
to follow the man and the two
should look happy together. Casual
dancing like this takes away work
pressures and helps to socialise.
The dance helps develop a sense
of trust. Some of the young women
have learnt eastern dance steps
and this adds to their repertoire.
Books and movies like "Shall we
dance?" encourage people to come
here tolearn.

"For young married couples like
myself and my wife Qamar there is,
unfortunately, not many activities
and we welcome the dance for an
opportunity for doing something
together," says Adnan. "Even
though ours is a closed society, yet
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one can dance in public on occa-
sions.," he adds.

Nilima Chowdury has been
learning dancing for two and a
half years. "l was fascinated with
dancing since | was a child and
was delighted to learn ball room
dancing. | teach English for Com-
puter Language for my profes-
sion. Dance for me is a recreation
that helps me overcome my
boredom and mental fatigue. The
friends in the dance classes are
my closest companions. My
favourite dances are tango and
salsa," says Nilima.

Qamar Jahan, who learnt
dancing, keeping her husband
Adnan company loves Latin
dances and waltz. She is a law
student. "My teacher is very
patient and gentle," says Qamar.

Majid, the teacher adds, "Now
there are a good number of stu-
dents and itis a joy teaching them
to dance. The young men and
women who come to learn are
enthusiastic and dedicate."
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