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will be too late to do that," said Prof 
Nazrul Islam, an eminent expert of 
urban planning. 

But the authorit ies never 
increased the depths of those 
canals. Rather they are currently 
implementing a project of Tk 203 
crore to improve the storm sewer-
age system of the city and to convert 
more canals into box culverts in the 
name of development. The project 
will be completed in 2008, which 
started in 2002. 

Under the project, Wasa already 
converted an open canal into a box 
culvert in Khilgaon area. 

The officials concerned from 
Wasa said the length of box culverts 
in the city under Wasa was 7.69 
kilometres in 2003, 7.80 kilometres 
in 2004, and 8 kilometres in 2005, 
which is now 10 kilometres. 
Besides, Dhaka City Corporation 
(DCC) also has 4.5 kilometres of 
box culverts under its supervision. 

Experts said box culverts get 
clogged with rubbish and storm 
water cannot be drained properly 
causing inundation during mon-
soons. 

"Open canals are easier to 
maintain in our country," said Prof 
Nazrul Islam, who is also a member 
of the steering committee formed in 
2004. 
SEVERAL RECOVERY DRIVES 
WITHOUT RESULT
Following the steering committee 
report in 2005, the government 
spent more than Tk 1 crore to 
recover more than 13 canals that 
had been encroached upon. 

But at that time, the Wasa 
authorities could not demolish any 
slum situated by the canals. The 
World Bank showed its interest to 
rehabilitate the slum dwellers living 
by the canals illegally.  During the 
drive the authorities only knocked 
down some permanent concrete 
structures but not any makeshift hut, 
and as soon as the recovery teams 
left the scene local people 
encroached upon most of the recov-
ered canals again. 

Again in 2007, Wasa made 
another move to evict the encroach-
ers by the canals but could not 
remove all illegal structures.  

Asked, Wasa engineers said the 
World Bank had requested them not 
to demolish slums until the slum 
dwellers are rehabilitated. 

"The World Bank sent us a letter 
prohibiting eviction of slum dwellers 

living by the canals," said Md 
Zahurul Alam. 

Most of the illegal structures by 
the canals are parts of slums con-
structed under the shelters of local 
influential people.   

A recent survey conducted, 
following the present interim gov-
ernment's assumption of power, 
found that 9 of the 20 illegal settle-
ments by the Katasur canal in 
Mohammadpur are slums. 

A top Wasa official said they will 
take special measures to ensure 
water flow in the canals without 
evicting the slum dwellers. 

Environmentalist said to keep 
the city worthy of living, the lost 
canals must be recovered and easy 
water flow in those has to be 
ensured. 

"If the phenomenon of destroy-
ing canals keeps on going, soon the 
city will be unworthy of living. The 
government should demolish the 
box culverts opening up the canals 
and should immediately increase 
the depths of those," said Abu Naser 
Khan, secretary general of the 
M o v e m e n t  f o r  S a v i n g  t h e  
Environment (Paribesh Rokkha 
Andolon).
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Islam is going to announce and 
explain the changes today.

According to the Budget in Brief 
publication, in the final budget for 
2007-08 the government has 
changed the non-development 
expenditure that had been pro-
posed. 

The MTBF in its global economic 
forecast says inflationary pressure 
in the upcoming year might get even 
more intense. It, however, projects 
downward inflation trends in the 
domestic economy.

According to the mid-term frame-
work, inflation will come down to 5 
percent in 2009-10 from the existing 
7 percent.

In the MTBF, the government has 
set three-year revenue earnings 
plan to meet the budgetary expendi-
ture. 

A target of 15.8 percent revenue 
growth has been set for the 2007-08 
FY. For 2008-09, the growth is set at 
15.6 percent or Tk 66,260 crore 
while it is 13.56 percent or Tk 75,250 
crore for 2009-10. 

To perk up revenues in the com-
ing fiscal years, the government will 
withdraw tax holiday and tax 
exemption provisions. The MTBF 
observes that such provision cre-
ates room for tax evasion. 

In the framework, the govern-
ment also hints at reforming the 
taxation sector. It says the govern-
ment will introduce strong monitor-
ing system for the field level taxmen.

Besides, systems of uniform tax 
identification number and full self-
assessment system for the taxpay-
ers will be introduced to make the 
taxation procedure more transpar-
ent.

On the expenditure side, the 
government has already brought 14 
ministries under the MTBF. It also 
has allocations projected for the 
ministries in the next three years. 

There will be some other mea-
sures to bring more transparency in 
expenditure.  The government will 
soon launch a web-based inte-
grated budget and accounts system 
(IBAS) where information about the 
allocation and expenditure will be 
available. 

The MTBF noted that high remit-
tance inflow has been one of the 
major reasons for higher inflation.

Besides, it says, political and 
market instability, hassles and lack 

of infrastructure for maintaining the 
supply chain, and inflationary 
expectation account for higher 
inflation.

The government increased its 
non-development expenditure in 
the final budget for the fiscal 2007-
08 although the overall size of the 
budget remains unchanged. 

In the final budget, Tk 52,900 
c r o r e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  n o n -
development expenditure rose to Tk 
52928 crore.
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Modern vessel
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Singapore Private Limited launched 
the container vessel built by ST 
Marine of Singapore at a cost of $30 
million. The ship is capable of carry-
ing 1,030 TEU (twenty-foot equiva-
lent units) containers per voyage 
with a maximum draft of 8.3 metres.

The garment sector will benefit to 
a great extent from the MV OEL 
because--as OEL officials claimed--
it will cut down the export "lead time" 
by four days, much to the relief of 
both importers and exporters.

OEL Managing Director Mahesh 
S Iyer said, "The improved condi-
tions of Chittagong Port has encour-
aged us to send our brand new ship 
to Chittagong."

The OEL understands that faster 
and reliable shipping services are 
much needed for Bangladesh and 
so introduced the high-tech vessel, 
Iyer said, adding that the next vessel 
in line with the same features--
named MV OEL Blessing--is sched-
uled to be ready for delivery in 
August this year.

"I am sure that many other oper-
ators would follow us in future," Iyer 
added.

Truck strike 
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that end but no activity took place 
yesterday.

Several hundred trucks loaded 
with goods have been waiting on 
both sides of the border.

Patients suffer
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Star that Dipankar received severe 
injuries to the head.

Dipankar, who is undergoing 
treatment at the hospital, declined to 
talk to reporters about the incident.

Meanwhile, the strike has caused 
immense sufferings to the patients in 
the hospital and many already started 
leaving the hospital since no doctor 
was attending them.

Kidney patient Arifun left the hospi-
tal yesterday for Rangpur Medical 
College and Hospital for treatment.

Rokeya Haque, a relative of 
Shahina Akhter who was admitted to 
the hospital on June 26, alleged that 
due to the doctors' strike the disease of 
her patient could not be diagnosed yet.

Surgeons of the hospital also 
refrained from their duties.

A huge number of patients were 
coming to the hospital from different 
districts and upazilas for treatment but 
had to go back or move to hospitals in 
Rangpur and Bogra.

The hospital sources said no new 
patient was admitted as of last night.

Moitree Express
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fitted with all types of modern facili-
ties and it has a speed of 150 km per 
hour, Saidpur railway workshop 
sources said.

The train is assembled with 
some of the modern and sophisti-
cated rail passenger carriages that 
were imported from Indonesia 
towards the end of 2006. Cost of 
each carriage varies from Tk 1 crore 
80 lakh to 3 crore according to the 
facilities available. 

The Moitree Express comprising 
chair coaches of economy class 
(Shovon class), air-conditioned first 
class and air-conditioned sleeping 
class will also have one power car, 
one buffet car and a prayer car.
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leader of the party, if convicted by a 
court for any unlawful activity, will be 
expelled from the organisation, the 
AL reformists said.   

"If anyone is proven guilty by a 
court for any unlawful activity, that 
person will not be eligible to hold any 
party post or any governmental 
post," Mukul Bose told The Daily 
Star.

If anyone is convicted of a crime 
by a court while in a party post, that 
person will lose the post and the 
membership of the party perma-
nently, according to the amended AL 
reform proposal. 

Sources said issues like devel-
opment of human resources and 
education for citizens have also 
been included in the amended 
proposal as part of suggestions for 
social reforms. 

Some other specific proposals 
including a ban on fundamentalist 
political parties, rooting out of mili-
tancy, implementation of four main 
principles of the state originally 
stipulated in the first constitution of 
the country, and establishment of 
the principles of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman among 
other things have been mentioned 
in the amended proposal, the 
reformists said.        

Representation of religious 
minorities in both party and state 
affairs has been suggested in the 
new proposal, said a pro-reform AL 
leader.    

It has been stated in the new 
proposal that the treasurer of the 
party will have to disclose the 
accounts every three months to the 
AL central working committee.

Sources said before seeking the 
final approval of the national coun-
cil, the reformist leaders will take 
opinions of different party forums, 
different professional forums, 
intellectuals, members of the civil 

society, journalists and teachers 
about their reform proposal. The 
reformist leaders will also take 
opinions of the district, upazila and 
thana unit leaders of the party and of 
its front organisations, the sources 
added.

Alluding to the party's current 
President Sheikh Hasina, the 
sources said the amended proposal 
has been prepared carefully to 
avoid targeting any single individual 
for expulsion, rather it has been 
designed giving equal preference to 
all leaders and activists of the party.  

Although the AL reformists 
earlier decided to place their pro-
posal before the news media like 
BNP Secretary General Abdul 
Mannan Bhuiyan had done, they 
now want to place it at party forums 
following lifting of the ban on indoor 
politics before going public, due to 
their failure to find a reformist 
spokesperson eager and accept-
able enough by all to announce the 
proposal to the people.        

Mukul told journalists yesterday 
that their reform proposal will be 
placed at party forums first instead 
of the news media. 

Prof Abu Sayeed, a member of 
the party's reforms committee, 
however told reporters yesterday 
that the proposal will be informally 
announced through the media by 
July 2 for seeking public opinion 
from all segments of the society.

Earlier Amu and Tofail were 
requested to take the responsibility 
for announcing the proposal to the 
media, which they declined.  On the 
other hand some reformist leaders 
recommended not letting Razzak 
announce the proposal to the media 
for reasons undisclosed.

KCCI president
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passports in his possession.
Sub-Inspector (SI) Shiba Prashad 

of the police station lodged an FIR 
(first information report) as complain-
ant while SI Jamil Hossain has been 
made  investigation (IO) officer of the 
case.

Shaharuzzaman Martuza is also 
member-secretary of BNP Khulna 
City Convening Committee (mayor 
faction).

Police said they are also investi-
gating the allegations of extortion and 
corruption against the KCC presi-
dent.

Martuza went to Pakistan on May 
21 to attend an International Trade 
Fair held in Islamabad. He returned 
to Khulna on May 28.

AL reform proposal
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A string of cases are in the offing 
against Khaleda too, a highly placed 
source in the administration said.

The cases will be disposed of 
before the councils and the two if 
found guilty will not be able to partic-
ipate in the national councils, a 
senior BNP leader, who claimed to 
have been keeping close contact 
with the government policymakers, 
told The Daily Star. 

Khaleda will be automatically 
disqualified from holding or contest-
ing the post of chairperson accord-
ing to the BNP constitution. 

The AL constitution does not 
have any such provision, but the 
pro-reforms leaders on several 
occasions said that they would not 
bear the responsibility if Hasina 
ends up being convicted of extor-
tion. 

A number of pro-reforms leaders 
from both the parties have told The 
Daily Star that their plan for freeing 
parties from dynastic leaderships 
hinges on whether the two would 
make it to the councils or not. 

They believe the government's 
legal actions against Khaleda and 
Hasina will help them amend the 
party constitutions to get rid of the 
two who have been at the helm for 
years.

According to both party constitu-
tions, grassroots level leaders make 
up the majority of the councillors 
and both Khaleda and Hasina 
believe they will still vote for them, 
sources close to the former prime 

ministers said. 

Before the government slapped 

cu rbs  on  en t rance  to  he r  

Dhanmondi residence, many lead-

ers from grassroots level had met 

Hasina at the Sudha Sadan and 

pledged support in her favour. 

According to the AL constitution if 

the council meeting is summoned in 

order to alter, modify or amend the 

constitution, it shall be done by the 

votes of the majority of members 

present. 

On the other hand, Khaleda 

believes most of the BNP rank and 

file will not support Secretary 

General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan 

and allies in their efforts to leave her 

out. 

The pro-reform BNP leaders, 

who unveiled a 15-point reform 

proposal apparently aiming to 

dislodge Khaleda from the post of 

chairperson, plan to approach the 

field level leaders and workers to 

mobilise support in favour of their 

proposals. If they are to have their 

proposals approved in the council, 

they will need the two thirds majority 

siding with them. 

The BNP secretary general 

yesterday met some former minis-

ters and lawmakers to discuss the 

campaign strategy. According to the 

plans, the former lawmakers will 

work to convince the grassroots 

level leaders-cum-councillors.

Councils planned

Depression
crosses
Orissa cost
UNB, Dhaka

The monsoon deep depression over 
n o r t h w e s t  B a y  m o v e d  
northwestwards and crossed Orissa 
cost of India near Puri at noon 
yesterday. 

It is likely move in a northwesterly 
direction and may weaken gradu-
ally, said a special bulletin of the Met 
Office.

Under its influence, steep pres-
sure gradient persists over north 
Bay and squally weather may affect 
the ports, it said.

Maritime ports of Chittagong, 
Cox's Bazar and Mongla have been 
advised to keep hoisted local cau-
tionary signal number three.

All fishing boats and trawlers 
over north Bay have been advised 
to remain in shelter until further 
notice.

Rail links
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were snapped due to the derailment. 
Divisional Rai lway Traff ic 

Superintendent in Lalmonirhat 
Sayeed Jahurul Hosen yesterday said 
six wagons had already been put back 
on the lines and hoped the remaining 
three wagons would be put on the lines 
soon. 

Explaining the conditions of the 
railway lines he said, "Rail communi-
cation from Pathgram to other parts of 
the country remains snapped for at 
least 10 days a month on average due 
to derailments." 

Two officers of Akhaura Railway 
Junction were suspended yesterday 
for negligence of duty after four wag-
ons in the rear of a freight train derailed 
near the junction on Monday, our 
correspondent from Brahmanbaria 
reports.

The suspended officers are 
Assistant Executive Engineer Rafiqul 
Islam Bari and Senior Sub-assistant 
Engineer Abdul Matin Mandal.

At around 8:00pm Monday the 
Chittagong bound freight train from 
Dhaka derailed snapping rail commu-
nication between Dhaka and 
Chittagong for eight hours. 

A probe body headed by Divisional 
Transport Officer Sarder Shahadat Ali 
was formed to investigate the acci-
dent. 

A member of the body on condi-
tion of anonymity said the accident 
occurred due to irregularities in 
repairing the railway lines that were 
damaged in an earlier accident and 
the two engineers suspended were in 
charge of the repair works.

Source said 30 feet of railway 
lines were badly damaged in the 
earlier accident but engineers 
repaired only 20 feet and okayed the 
railway lines.

Khulna jail
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district jail authorities to grant division 
only to Talukder Khaleque, treating 
him as a VIP prisoner.

Seven others arrested are 
Superintendent of Khulna Narcotics 
Contro l  Department Makbul  
Hossain, retired police inspector 
Abdul Aziz, former ward commis-
sioner Nurul Islam Manu, local AL 
leaders Liaquat Ali, Golam Mostafa, 
Abdul Malek and Jahangir Alam.

Sub-Inspector Bikash Chandra 
Shil of Khulna Sadar Police Station 
has mentioned in the case as com-
plainant that a sum of Tk 22,000 and 
four sets of cards were recovered 
from the arrestees who were gam-
bling at that time. 

Deputy Commissioner of Khulna 
Metropolitan Police Abdul Jalil 
Mondol said the former state minister 
and his associates used to sit fre-
quently in that house for hatching up 
'conspiracy' against the present 
government.

Talukder Abdul Khaleque was 
elected lawmaker from Bagerhat-3 
constituency (Rampal-Mongla) in 
1991, 1996 and 2001 parliamentary 
elections.

He is one of the five persons 
named in the FIR lodged with 
Rampal Police Station on January 11 
in 2003 for misappropriating Tk 34 
lakh out of Tk 39 lakh allocated for the 
construction of academic building of 
Sundarban Mohila College in 
Rampal upazila of Bagerhat.

Trial of the case against Talukder 
and two others will begin on July 25.

Dhaka to present
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include Director (UN) at the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs Hamidur Rashid. 

The foreign ministry, with the 

support from all relevant ministries 

and the UN Country Team (UNCT) 

in Dhaka, has procured a 111-page 

report entit led "Meeting the 

Challenge: A Mid-term Review of 

Achieving MDG-1 in Bangladesh".
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belongings including 3,000 Dirham 
(equivalent to around Tk 28,000) and 
her passport after getting her drink 
water mixed with sedative at Satrasta 
in the capital. 

Moyna had saved the money 
during her 14-month stay in Dubai.

Finding Moyna lying unconscious 
by a road in Satrasta, police took her 
to Dhaka Medical College Hospital 
(DMCH) yesterday morning, police 
posted at the hospital said. 

As her husband, working at a 
decorator's at their village home of 
Rikabi Bazar in Munshiganj Sadar, 
found it hard to maintain their six-
member family, Moyna went to Dubai 
spending Tk 60,000 with the hope of 
bringing solvency.

She could barely send back the 
amount she had spent for going to 
Dubai. 

However, overwork along with 
torture made Moyna's life miserable 
in a foreign country.

The wife of her employer slapped 
or struck her with whatever she found 
on trifling grounds like delay in serv-
ing a glass of water.  

“I had to go to bed at midnight and 
get up at 3:00am every day. If I fell 
asleep during work she [wife of her 
master] would beat me severely,” 
Moyna told The Daily Star as she 
regained her consciousness yester-
day afternoon. 

She had to work for 21 hours a day 
as she worked in a 16-member family 
as a domestic help, she said, adding 
that her employer has sent her back 

as she was gradually losing the ability 
to work and lapses in her work 
became more frequent. 

Physicians at the DMCH said it 
will take several hours more before 
Moyna could regain her full strength.

Tortured abroadWife meets
Tarique
at jail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dr Zubaida Khan Rahman met her 
husband Tarique Rahman at Dhaka 
Central Jail yesterday.

Zubaida's mother Syeda Iqbal 
Mand Banu accompanied her 
during the visit which the jail authori-
ties said was a routine one.

They met Tarique in the office 
room of the senior jail superinten-
dent at around 11:00am and stayed 
there for about half an hour, said 
Deputy Inspector General (Prisons) 
Major Shamsul Haider Siddique.

During the meeting, Tarique 
mainly inquired about the health of 
other members of his family, said a 
jail official.

Tarique, eldest son of immediate 
past prime minister Khaleda Zia, is 
facing several criminal charges. He 
was arrested at his mother's canton-
ment residence on March 7.

Symbols
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on workdays.
"The new generation should 

come forward to establish their 
rights as around 65 percent voters 
are now under the age of 35," he 
said.

Sayeed Khokan, son of the late 
Dhaka City Corporation mayor 
Mohammad Hanif, said, "A lot of 
people cast their votes based on 
their emotional attachment to a party 
symbol. The Election Commission 
should introduce a rule for not using 
electoral symbols on the ballot 
paper because the nation needs 
honest and meritorious leaders."

He said the people have been 
struggling to establish their voting 
right since 1971 but a proper elec-
tion process is yet to be ensured.

National Youth Forum President 
Dr GM Rabbani Nayan presided 
over the roundtable. Dhaka 
University professor Sabbir Ahmed 
and Youth Forum Executive Director 
Tanzina Nawsheen also spoke at 
the event.

Canals being turned
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Republican who supported the 
measure, had warned that if the vote 
did not succeed, "the bill is dead" 
with a tense political climate loom-
ing in the run-up to the 2008 presi-
dential elections. 

His ally on the issue, veteran 
Democratic Senator Edward 
Kennedy said that immigration 
reform was inevitable, though it 
might take years. 

"We will be back. This issue is not 
going away. This is really a part of a 
whole march for progress for our 
nation and the country," he said. 

The measure had staggered in 
the Senate for weeks, and in the 
end, the breadth of the package 
appeared to contribute to its 
demise. 

Conservatives opposed i t  
because they said it did not do 
enough to seal US borders to illegal 
immigrants, while Democrats from 
conservative districts also found it 
difficult to support the bill, and some 
fretted at the terms of its "low wage" 
guest worker program. 

The measure would have 
granted an eventual path to legal 
status to some 12 million illegal 
immigrants. 

It would have replaced the cur-
rent family-dominated immigration 
system with a merit-based points 

formula, and attempt to cut a huge 

backlog for permanent resident 

"green card" applicants. 

Even had the bill passed the 

Senate, it would have been assured 

a rocky welcome in the House of 

Representatives, as this week an 

influential group of Republican 

lawmakers, voted by 114 votes to 23 

to oppose it. 

Democratic House leaders had 

warned Bush he would have 

needed around 70 Republican 

votes to ensure passage of the bill -- 

to make up for Democrats from 

conservative districts opposed to it. 

I m m i g r a t i o n  a d v o c a t e s  

expressed disappointment over the 

bill's failure. 

"There is no way to sugarcoat it" 

said Frank Sharry, Executive 

Director of the National Immigration 

forum, a pro-immigrant advocacy 

group, saying reform advocates 

"suffered a significant setback." 

"What happens next in Congress 

is unclear. But what happens on the 

ground is not. Immigrant workers 

and families will continue to live in 

fear, die in the desert, and be sub-

ject to exploitation."

Immigration bill  
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completion of all necessary reforms 
by the Election Commission.

Asked about the completion of 
electoral rolls with photos within the 
election timeframe, he said it took 
some time to find out an acceptable 
personality for the office of the chief 
election commissioner and two 
other election commissioners.

He said the government has 
agreed in principle to make the 
Election Commission Secretariat 
independent.

The Election Commission, he 
said, has already made some 
reform proposals to update election 
rules and regulations and the codes 
of conduct and held meetings with 
representatives of the civil society 
and professional groups.

Besides, the CA said the Election 
Commission began a model project 
on preparation of voter list with 
photos in Sreepur, which is nearing 
completion amid enthusiasm of the 
people. The EC, he said, will soon 
start preparing voter list in Rajshahi 
City Corporation.

" I  presume, the Elect ion 
Commission has made substantial 
progress in preparing a flawless 
electoral roll and I believe, the 
momentum of its work will increase 

in the coming days for holding of a 

free, fair and acceptable election 

before the end of 2008," he said.

Asked about the political parties' 

demand for withdrawal of ban on 

indoor politics to hold party councils 

to finalise their reforms, the CA said 

it is the internal matter of political 

parties. He, however, said reform 

works are continuing.

Asked if it will be possible to 

complete the corruption cases 

against politicians before the elec-

tions, he said the tribunals are trying 

the cases in a transparent manner 

under the laws of the land. Already 

verdicts in some cases were given 

while some cases are under trial.

The head of the caretaker gov-

ernment said it took a little time to 

prepare rules and regulations, 

organogram and mobilisze man-

power for the Anti-Corruption 

Commission (ACC), which were 

absent in the past.

The ACC is now more powerful 

and an effective body, he said and 

hoped that it would be functioning 

more expeditiously in future.

Indoor politics

Commandos
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was sent to Chittagong Combined 
Military Hospital (CMH) yesterday 
for better treatment. 

Officials of Danida yesterday had 
a meeting with army Brig Gen Ziaul 
Hasan and the Superintendent of 
Police (SP) but the law enforcers 
kept mum about the meeting. 

Meanwhile, the detained 11 
people, eight of them NGO employ-
ees including a Danida employee, 
were kept at Bolipara BDR camp. 
They were being quizzed, sources 
said. 

RU Correspondent

The Rajshahi University (RU) 
Syndicate Thursday night expelled 
eight students, who got admitted 
through forgery, and suspended an 
employee of the Department of 
Social Work of RU for his involve-
ment in their admission.

The eight expelled students are: 
Abdullah Al-Mamun, Sanzida 
Naima, Faisal Ali, Ujjal Kumar, 
Rakibul Islam, Shah Newaz 
Shathil, Amir Sohel and Shapla 
Rani. The suspended employee of 
the department is field assistant 
Masud Rana. 

The syndicate also issued a 
show-cause notice to Masud Rana 
asking why he should not be fired. 

All the eight students are first 
year honours students of the 
department who got admitted to 
the honours course of 2006-07 
academic  sess ion ,  campus 
sources said.

Sources said Masud made 
arrangements for the eight stu-
dents' admission to the department 
even though they failed to qualify in 
the admission test for first year 
honours course 2006-07 session. 
They said Masud gained Tk 2 lakh 
for getting them admitted there.

Earlier, a five-member probe 
b o d y  h e a d e d  b y  P r o f  
Khalequzzaman of the Department 

of Zoology investigated the alleged 
admission forgeries and submitted 
its report on June 1 to the RU vice-
chancellor on completion of their 
two-month-long probe.  

Prof Abdus Sobhan, an RU 
syndicate member, yesterday said 
the expulsions were exemplary 
punishments. "No one will think 
about getting involved in admission 
forgery in future," he stated.

A syndicate member said they 
also directed the RU Disciplinary 
Committee to take actions against 
a number of students and student 
leaders who were found to be 
involved in admission forgery in the 
report submitted by the probe 
committee. 

On May 20, students of the 
social work department staged 
demonstrations on the campus 
protesting against the admission of 
the eight students. They also 
refrained from taking their sched-
uled classes and exams to press 
home their demand for punishment 
to the people involved in the forg-
ery.

RU Vice-Chancellor Prof Altaf 
Hossain said the university authori-
ties reviewed the probe committee 
report and decided to expel the 
s tudents  and  suspend the  
employee involved.

RU Syndicate expels
9 students admitted
through forgery
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"COBRA" and reported to Brown's 
senior ministers at an extended 
cabinet meeting. 

Clarke said an ambulance crew 
treating a person at the "Tiger, Tiger" 
nightclub on The Haymarket street 
called in police explosives experts 
after noticing a metallic Mercedes 
car giving off smoke, at about 1:00 
am. 

Inside, the officer said, they 
found "significant quantities" of 
petrol and a "large number" of nails. 

Police sources said there was as 
much as 60 litres of petrol on the 
back seat of the car and in the boot 
(trunk). 

As the car was taken away for 
forensic examination, Brown -- who 
took over as prime minister from 
Tony Blair Wednesday -- said the 
incident was a reminder of the 
"serious and continuous" security 
threat facing Britain. 

A hunt was under way for the 
driver with detectives expected to 
scour footage from closed circuit 
television cameras in streets sur-
rounding the busy Haymarket, 
which is a haven for tourists, thea-
tre-goers and revellers. 

Cameras used to recognise car 
number plates for London's traffic 
congestion charge would also be 
able to trace the route of the vehicle 
into the capital. Michael Clarke, 
professor of defence at King's 
College London, said: "They will find 
out about this very quickly. 

"Any car coming into central 
London would be on a lot of surveil-

lance footage. Also nobody can 
make a bomb without leaving 
behind a lot of DNA." 

The alert came ahead of the 
second anniversary of the July 7, 
2005 attacks in London that killed 56 
people, including four Islamist 
suicide bombers. 

Britain has been on the second 
highest level of security alert -- 
"severe" -- since the British Islamist 
extremist bombers detonated 
homemade bombs on three 
Underground trains and a bus two 
years ago. 

Two of the bombers justified the 
actions because of Britain's involve-
ment in Iraq, where three British 
soldiers were killed in a roadside 
bomb attack Thursday. 

The domestic intelligence ser-
vice MI5 said a "severe" threat level 
means there is a "serious and 
sustained threat from international 
terrorism to the UK and UK interests 
overseas", particularly from al-
Qaeda. 

But an intelligence source 
quoted by the Press Association 
said "all options" were being consid-
ered, including dissident Irish 
republican groups opposed to the 
Northern Irish peace process. 

European governments have 
been on increased anti-terrorist 
alert in recent months. Asked about 
the London bomb, French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy said that "the alert 
level in France is high".

Narayanganj 
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"When the cops, taking Anu with 
them, reached Ragunathpur, about 
100 criminals attacked them with 
firearms and sticks and snatched 
Anu from their custody," locals said. 
The criminals captured a land in the 
area on Thursday night and were 
staying there, they added.

The officer-in-charge (OC) of 
Fatullah Police Station admitted the 
incident. Police could not arrest Anu 
or any of his accompanies as of 
7:00pm yesterday.

London cops

US soldiers 
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deadliest month for US forces in Iraq 

since November 2004.

At least 3,576 members of the 

US military have died since the 

beginning of the Iraq war in March 

2003, according to an Associated 

Press count. The figure includes 

seven military civilians. At least 

2,936 died as a result of hostile 

action, according to the military's 

numbers.

Earlier US forces killed three 

people they described as militants 

and detained more than two dozen 

in a series of raids across Iraq on 

Friday targeting al-Qaeda networks. 

The military said troops killed the 

three militants, one of whom was 

wearing a suicide vest, in a raid near 

the former rebel town of Fallujah in 

the western Sunni Anbar province. 

In the same raid troops detained 

16 militants for their alleged ties to a 

"top al-Qaeda in Iraq leader", while 

in the same province near the town 

of Karmah, another raid led to arrest 

of four more militants, the military 

said. 

In a third operation south of 

Baghdad, troops searched a build-

ing to arrest a close aide of a militant 

known for orchestrating vehicle 

bombings in the capital, capturing 

the suspect and two other militants. 

A fourth raid resulted in the arrest 

of another aide of a leader of al-

Qaeda in the region of Tarmiyah, 

near Baghdad, the military said. 

And in Mosul, two more suspects 

were detained in a raid targeting a 

top leader of al-Qaeda operating in 

the disputed oil-rich city of Kirkuk in 

northern Iraq. 

"We're continuing to target the 

top of the terrorist network, as well 

as the operatives who carry out their 

murderous actions," said Lieutenant 

Colonel Christopher Garver of the 

US military in the statement. 

In other developments, Iraqi 

police said a bomb exploded under 

an oil pipeline south of Baghdad on 

Friday, spilling crude oil and spark-

ing a huge fire.

The explosives were planted 

under a stretch of pipeline in the 

Mowehlah area of Haswa, a town 

50km south of the Iraqi capital, a 

police officer said on condition of 

anonymity because he was not 

authorised to release the informa-

tion.

The pipeline transmits crude oil 

from Iraq's southern oil fields to the 

Dora refinery in Baghdad.

The blast ignited a huge fire 

around 5 am, the officer said. By 

midday, firefighters were still strug-

gling to extinguish the flames, which 

were fuelled by a continuing leak of 

oil from the pipeline, he said. 

Workers also were looking for a way 

to temporarily cut off the oil flow, 

until a repair could be made, the 

officer added.
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