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|JAEA, North Korea strike
N-plant closure accord

AP, Pyongyang

The UN nuclear watchdog and
North Korea have reached an
agreement on how the agency will
monitor and verify shutdown of the
country's main nuclear reactor, a top
official said yesterday.

A team from the International
Atomic Energy Agency returned
Friday to the North Korean capital
from a two-day trip to the Yongbyon
nuclear complex, broadcaster
APTN reported.

It was the first IAEA visit to the
facility since UN monitors were
expelled from the country in 2002.

"We have concluded this under-
standing, what our monitoring and
verification activities are in princi-
ple," IAEA Deputy Director Olli
Heinonen said in footage shot by
APTN. He did not provide specifics
ofthe agreement.

Heinonen said his team was
preparing to report to the IAEA
board of governors within one week,
but said the timing of the shutdown
was up to the six countries involved
in North Korea nuclear talks.

"This is for the six parties to
decide. You have to ask them the
time scale. When they do (decide),
we will be ready," he told APTN.

The IAEA team had been invited
by North Korea to discuss details of
shutting down the reactor, as it
pledged under an international
accord in February. It was the first

IAEA trip to the facility since its
monitors were expelled from the
countryin late 2002.

Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice said in Washington Thursday
that she hoped for a swift shutdown
of the country's nuclear weapons
programs.

"We hope for now rapid progress
given the beginning, we believe, of
the North Korean efforts to meet
their initial action obligations," Rice
said before meeting South Korean
Foreign Minister Song Min-Soon at
the State Department.

North Korea agreed in February
to close the reactor in exchange for
economic aid and political conces-
sions, under an accord reached in
six-party talks also including the US,
China, Japan, Russia and South
Korea.

But the communist nation
ignored an April deadline to do so
because of a banking dispute with
the United States.

That dispute was settled this
week after months of delay and
North Korea announced Monday
that it would move forward with the
disarmament deal. That followed a
surprise visit last week to North
Korea by Christopher Hill, the top
US negotiator in the six-party talks.

The accord's initial phase calls
for North Korea to shut the
Yongbyon reactor and receive
50,000 tons of heavy fuel oil.

South Korea's Unification

Ministry said Thursday it had agreed
with North Korea to discuss details
of the oil aid such as how much
should be shipped to which ports in
talks on Friday and Saturday at the
North Korean border city of
Kaesong.

Meanwhile, North Korea test-
fired three surface-to-surface
missiles that landed in the North's
territorial waters, according to South
Korea's Yonhap news agency and
US Defense Department officials.

Yonhap said the tests came on
Wednesday, but US officials said it
was Tuesday. The discrepancy
could not immediately be recon-
ciled.

It was the third time in a month
that North Korea test-fired a short-
range missile, following launches
May25and June7.

The tests could increase ten-
sions over North Korea's nuclear
program, although the country is not
believed capable of mounting a
nuclear weapon on a missile.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe slammed the tests, calling them
a provocation that defied the United
Nations and could destabilise the
region.

US officials in Washington also
criticised the launches.

ICRC slams
mass abuse
in Myanmar

AFP, Geneva

The International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) vigorously
denounced yesterday what it called
widespread and systematic human
rights abuses by Myanmar's military
regime.

In an exceptionally strongly
worded statement, ICRC president
Jakob Kellenberger accused
Myanmar's armed forces of forcing
thousands of detainees to work as
porters to the point of exhaustion
and malnutrition, sometimes using
them as "human minesweepers."

"The persistent use of detainees
as porters for the armed forces is a
matter of grave humanitarian con-
cern," Kellenberger said.

"The actions of the authorities
have also resulted in immense
suffering for thousands of people in
conflict-affected areas."

The ICRC insisted that it had
repeatedly drawn attention to the
abuses, but the authorities had
failed to stop them.

Some of the porters were mur-
dered, according to the ICRC writ-
ten statement, which was based on
observations and interviews by its
own staff in Myanmar mainly
between 2000 and 2005.

At a briefing with journalists,
Kellenberger called the forced
portering "particularly repulsive".

"In minefields they have to go
ahead, so they are types of human
minesweepers," he said.
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A partially submerged mosque sits in floodwaters in Pakistan's cyclone-hit coastal town of Turbat, some 550km southwest of Quetta yesterday. Military
helicopters led efforts to help 800,000 Pakistanis affected by a powerful cyclone as floods claimed the lives of more than 50 people in neighbouring
Afghanistan. Nearly 450 people have now lost their lives in severe pre-monsoon weather, which has swept across South Asia in the past week, which the
United Nations said highlighted the need to prepare for the impact of global warming.
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Police forensic officers load a Mercedes car in which police said contained a
"potentially viable explosive device" onto a lorry in Haymarket in central London
yesterday. Scotland Yard said they were called to the Haymarket, near the
Piccadilly Circus landmark and the British capital's main theatre district, just
before 2:00 am (0100 GMT) after reports that a car was parked suspiciously.

Taliban creep back
into Afghan district

Four killed in anti-Taliban raids

AFP, Washington/ Jalalabad

Fighters of the Islamist Taliban
movement have infiltrated a strate-
gic region of Afghanistan previously
thought to be secured by US forces
fighting the resurgent group, a US
commander there said.

The Taliban have begun operat-
ing in the key province of Kapisa,
some 30km from the capital Kabul,
Colonel Jonathan Ives told report-
ers here, speaking from Afghanistan
in atelephone conference.

"We thought that it was safe and
secure in this province, and so we
considered it to be a non-threat
area. And so we didn't apply or
maintain a security force," he said.

"It's strategically placed in order
to create access or provide them
access to areas of significant influ-
ence," he said, adding that the
fighters in question were particularly
concentrated in one district, Tagab.

"They have grown specifically in
this one area," he said. Taliban
forces composed of members of the
local Pashtun ethnic group have
multiplied four-fold from about 50 to
200 fighters.

Ives is in charge of operations of
coalition forces in the northeast of
the country, as commander of the
Cincinnatus task force.

Meanwhile, Afghan and foreign
troops killed four men in anti-Taliban
raids in eastern Afghanistan yester-
day, police said as a local insisted
the dead were villagers with no links
totherebels.

The US-led coalition said Taliban
forces had opened fire on troops
during the early-morning operations
in the eastern province of
Nangarhar and the soldiers had
returned fire, killing some of them. It
did not say how many.

Bush won't
supply
subpoenaed
documents

AP, Washington

President Bush, in a constitutional
showdown with Congress, claimed
executive privilege Thursday and
rejected demands for White House
documents and testimony about the
firing of US attorneys.

His decision was denounced as
"Nixonian stonewalling" by the
chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee.

Bush rejected subpoenas for
documents from former presidential
counsel Harriet Miers and former
political director Sara Taylor. The
White House made clear neither one
would testify next month, as directed
by the subpoenas.

Presidential counsel Fred
Fielding said Bush had made a
reasonable attempt at compromise
but Congress forced the confronta-
tion by issuing subpoenas. "With
respect, it is with much regret that
we are forced down this unfortunate
path which we sought to avoid by
finding grounds for mutual accom-
modation.”

UN chief holds
talks with Karzai
in Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
made a fleeting visit to Afghanistan
yesterday for talks with President
Hamid Karzai and leaders of the
Nato-led force helping to fight a
Taliban insurgency.

Ban shook hands with Karzai for
photographers before going into
talks in the presidential palace soon
after his arrival.

"He is really talking to the presi-
dent about how to ensure UN coordi-
nation with the government of
Afghanistan," UN spokesman Adrian
Edwards told AFP.

The men are also due to meet in
Rome on Tuesday at an international
conference on rule of law and human
rights in Afghanistan.

"This is part of touching base
ahead of that," Edwards said. "The
conference is about rule of law also
but also ensuring international
commitmentremains solid."

Ban also met the commander of
Nato's International Security
Assistance Force (Isaf), US General
Dan McNeill, and senior UN repre-
sentatives. He was due to leave
Afghanistan later Friday.

US, Myanmar hold rare
talks in China over
Suu Kyi's release

AFP, Beijjing

The United States held rare talks
with the Myanmar military junta in
Beijing to press for the release of the
Southeast Asian state's democracy
icon Aung San Suu Kyi, the State
Department said Thursday.

At the China-brokered talks this
week, US officials were "clear and
direct" in demanding the release of
the opposition leader and thou-
sands of other political prisoners in
Myanmar, spokesman Tom Casey
said. The junta leaders however did
notseemtorelent, he said.

It was the highest level direct
talks between the rival nations in
recent years, with the US officials
led by deputy US assistant secre-
tary of state Eric John, the top
Southeast Asian diplomat in the
State Department.

One US official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said the
discussions were "very pointed and
very direct."

"l don't think we saw anything
coming out of them that will indicate,
unfortunately, that they have
changed their basic opinions,"
Casey said of the junta leaders who
attended the talks -- information

minister Kyaw Hsan, foreign minis-
ter Nyan Win and culture minister
Khin Aung Nyint.

"We certainly did not hear that
they were planning on releasing
Aung San Suu Kyi or other political
prisoners," he said.

Myanmar requested the meeting
and Beijing, instead of Yangon, was
chosen as the venue because the
junta refused to meet a key condi-
tion by Washington -- allow US
officials to first meet with Aung San
Suu Kyi, who has spent 11 of the
past 18 years under house arrest,
Casey said.

"The government of Burma often
prefers that we would meet with them
in Burma. Our longstanding policy is
we will not meet them in Burma --
outside of ourembassy offices - if they
will not allow us to meet with Aung San
SuuKyi," he said.

Myanmar has been ruled by the
military since 1962.

Aung San Suu Kyi's National
League for Democracy (NLD) won
elections in 1990, but the military did not
recognise the result and has kept her
locked in her lakeside home, despite
fierceinternational criticism.

Int'l community to ask Lanka,
LTTE to talk peace

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, New
Delhi

The international community over-
seeing Sri Lanka's battered peace
process will be asking Colombo and
the Tamil Tigers to start talking again
to end renewed bloodshed that has
claimed thousands of lives.

The decision of government and
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) to return to the negotiating
table was the most important one
the co-chairs to the peace initiative
took at their June 25 meeting in
Oslo.

At the same time, the US,
Japan, the European Union and
Norway decided that it was time for
Norwegian diplomats to resume
playing the role of active peace
facilitator in the seemingly never
ending conflict, IANS understands.

For the first time, the co-chairs
did not issue any public statement
after their consultations, which were
described as a "working meeting"
meant to exchange notes in the
wake of several recent high profile
visits to Sri Lanka.

Besides telling Sri Lanka and
LTTE to stop the war and return to
the negotiating table, both will also

be told to end human rights abuses,
give humanitarian access to the
island's northeast and also reopen
visits and contacts for Norway.

The Oslo meeting was the first of
the co-chairs after November 2006
when the grouping met in
Washington. It followed talks
Norway's International
Development Minister Erik Solheim,
the architect of the 2002 ceasefire
agreement between the LTTE and
Colombo, had with Sri Lankan
President Mahinda Rajapakse in
Geneva this month.

Despite some hope, most coun-
tries, wiser by years of the now-
peace-now-war situation in Sri
Lanka, have their fingers tightly
crossed.

The broad understanding is that
President Rajapakse appears to
realise that sympathy for him is
waning, both domestically and
abroad, despite crucial military
victories against the LTTE in the
island's eastern province.

The co-chairs feel that even if the
Tigers are pushed out of the east
completely, there can never be a
military solution to the conflict and
that both parties will have to return
to talks to arrest the rapidly deterio-

rating situation.

At the same time, Sri Lanka
seems to have no system or plan in
place for talks. The military is also
gung ho about its victories and
strongly feels there should be no let
up in the pressure being put on the
LTTE.

To complicate the situation
further, the co-chairs have no idea if
LTTE chief Velupillai Prabhakaran
will respond seriously when they call
for fresh negotiations that broke
down lastyear.

Most participants at Oslo
expressed dismay over the situation
in Sri Lanka, where violence has left
thousands dead since the end of
2005 besides forcing hundreds of
thousands to flee their homes in the
northeast. Most victims are Tamils
although Muslims and Sinhalese
have also suffered. Some 20,000
Tamils have fled to India.

The war has also been marked
by widespread human rights
abuses, for which most blame has
been laid at the government's doors.

US voices concern
over disappearance
of 350 Lankans

AFP, Colombo

The United States has voiced
concern about the fate of 355 Sri
Lankans who "disappeared" in
recent months amid an escalation of
the island's ethnic conflict, the
government here said yesterday.

US ambassador Robert Blake
gave a list of 355 names of people
whose whereabouts were unknown,
the foreign ministry said.

It said Colombo took the issue
seriously and had launched investi-
gations into the list presented soon
after a visit here in March by US
Assistant Secretary of State
Stephen Mann.

Mann raised concerns about
human rights during his visit.

The Colombo government's
statement came amid mounting
local and international criticism of

theisland's rights record.

The US list of names contained a
number of repetitions, the foreign
ministry said in a statement. It did
not say when the victims had disap-
peared or been abducted.

The US embassy confirmed that
the United States had supplied
Colombo with the list but declined to
discuss details.

The statement came a day after
a presidential commission said 430
civilians, were reported Kkilled
between September 14 and
February 25 as the tropical island's
Tamil separatist conflict escalated.

The majority of the dead
belonged to the Tamil minority, the
Special Presidential Commission
on Disappearances said, and many
of the victims were shot through the
head with their hands tied behind
their backs.
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Afghan President Hamid Karzai (2R) talks with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon (2L) during a meeting at the presi-
dential palace in Kabul yesterday. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon made a visit to Afghanistan for talks with
President Hamid Karzai.

UN names 22 global
cultural and natural

treasures

AFP, Paris

Twenty-two sites -- ranging from a
Roman palace to a modernist
university campus to the embattled
Iragi city of Samarra -- have been
granted the coveted World Heritage
status by Unesco, the UN's culture
organisation.

Unesco also took the unprece-
dented step of removing a site from
its list, punishing the government of
Oman for failing to protect the
Arabian Oryx Sanctuary where the
Oryx population has dropped from
several hundred to a few dozenin a
decade and now faces extinction.

The final list of sites was
announced after a week of delibera-

tions by a Unesco committee meeting
in Christchurch, New Zealand. The
body says the prestige of being added
to the list helps raise awareness of the
importance of protecting and conserv-
ing heritage sites.

The Iraqi shrine city of Samarra,
once a powerful Islamic capital and
today the repeated target of sectar-
ian bombings, was both listed as a
World Heritage site and as a site in
danger.

Abombing in 2006 destroyed the
shrine's golden dome and sparked
Sunni-Shia reprisals that claimed
tens of thousands of lives. A follow-
up attack earlier this month
destroyed the shrine's two gold-
covered minarets.
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Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas shakes hands with Iraqi President Jalal
Talabani (R) after he delivered a speech yesterday before a Meeting of the
Council of the Socialist International in Geneva. Abbas asked Friday in
Geneva "toisolate" the Hamas, which took the control of the Gaza Strip.

Palestinian killed as
Israel ends two-day
West Bank raid

AFP, Nablus

Israeli troops yesterday shot dead a
Palestinian man as the army
wrapped up an extensive two-day
operation in the flashpoint West
Bank town of Nablus, security
sources said.

Taxi driver Haysam Saleh, 28,
was shot dead after he jumped out
of his vehicle when troops pulled it
over for inspection in the centre of
the northern town, Palestinian
security sources said.

An army spokesman said troops
opened fire and identified hitting a
gunman who got out of the taxi. The
army said he belonged to the Al-
Agsa Martyrs' Brigades militant
group linked to president Mahmud

Abbas's Fatah party.

The spokesman denied troops
fired on the taxidriver.

Dozens of Israeli troops and
armoured jeeps withdrew from the Old
City in the heart of historic Nablus,
ending a two-day operation in which
five soldiers were wounded, two
seriously, in clashes and makeshift
Palestinian bombings.

Nine Palestinian militants were
arrested and several weapon
caches uncovered during the
Nablus raid, the army said.

Friday's death bring to 5,766 the
number of people killed since the
outbreak of the second Palestinian
uprising in September 2000, most of
them Palestinians, according to an
AFP tally.

NAM still
relevant,
says India

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, New
Delhi

India has cautiously responded to US
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice's remarks questioning the rele-
vance of non-aligned movementin the
post-Cold War world saying it's com-
mitmentto the NAM is "well-known."

"Our position on non-alignment is
well known," external affairs ministry
spokesperson Navtej Sarna told
reporters when asked to comment on
Rice's remarks at the 32nd anniver-
sary celebrations of the United States
India Business Council (USIBC) in
Washington on Thursday.

"And | know that there are some who
still talk about non-alignment in foreign
policy. But maybe that made sense
during the Cold War when the world
really was divided into rival camps,” Rice
said while exhorting India to "move past
old ways of thinking" since the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) has lost its
meaning.

Mars rover to
make risky
crater descent

AP, Los Angeles

Nasa's aging but durable Mars rover
Opportunity will make what could be
a trip of no return into a deep impact
crater as it tries to peer further back
than ever into the Red Planet's
geologic history.

The descent into Victoria Crater
received the go-ahead because the
potential scientific returns are worth
the risk that the solar-powered, six-
wheel rover might not be able to
climb out, Nasa officials and scien-
tists said Thursday.

The vehicle has been roaming
Mars for nearly 3 1/2 Earth years.
Scientists and engineers want to
send it in while it still appears
healthy.

"This crater, Victoria, is a window
back into the ancient environment of
Mars," said Alan Stern, the Nasa
associate administrator who
authorised the move.
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