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Ban on indoor
politics to go
soon, polls to
be held by '08

CA tells VOA

UnB, Dhaka:

Chief Adviser (CA) Fakhruddin
Ahmed yesterday said the ban on
indoor polities will be lifted at an
appropriate time in near futureand
parlismentary elections will be
held béfore the end o1 2008.

"Already political parties spon-
taneously came up with reforms. ..
there is no difference of opinion on
the lifting of the ban. It will be
withdrawn at an appropriate time
in near future ...," he said in an
interview with Voice of America
(VOA) Bangla Service chief Iqbal
Bahar Chowdhury.

The CA reiterated that the
stalled parliamentary elections will
be held before the end of 2008 on
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Next two projected
budgets likely to
be more pragmatic

Mid-term budgetary framework shows

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The projected budgets for the two
fiscal years starting from 2008-09
seem more pragmatic than that for
the year beginningtomorrow,

The size of the budget for the
2007-08, the first by the caretaker
government, has been increased by
30.37 percent to Tk 87,137 crore
from the revised budget of the
current year, according to the

Medium Term Budgetary
Framework (MTBF) for the next
three fiscal years,

The volume of the budget for
fiscal 2008-08 will increase only by
2.07 percent to Tk 86,950 crore and
by'13.31 percent to Tk 100079 crove
in the last fiscal {2009-10) of the
government's three-year frame-
wark.

The MTEF and other budgetary
documents to help get an overview

of the future policies were released

Wi, thedallystar net

ETRE bt Lt

yesterday.

Earlier on Thursday, the presi-
dent approved the budget for fiscal
2007-08 without imposing the
customs duties that had been
proposed on different items, Most
of the changes in the approved
budget relate. to duty, VAT and
incometaxrates.

Finance Adviser A Mirza Azizul
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Tortured abroad,
cheated at home

SHAHEEN MOLLAN

Another Bangladeshi female
worker, subjected to inhuman
treatment by her employer in
Dishai, returned to the country
vesterday anly to be robbed of
hersavings.

Earlier Jast week, Ismat Ara
retuned home and became a
news headline of The Daily Star
after she narrated inhuman
torture by the wife of her master
in Dubai.

Moyna Begum returned
home yesterday failing to bear
inhuman torture by the wife of
heremployer.

Misfortune continued to
pursue her even in the home
country and on her way to
Munshiganj home from the Zia
international Airport, she fell
victim to a gang of 'ogyan
party’ who took away all of her
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PHOTO STAR
Segunbagicha revenue office inthe capital at work yesterday following amangement to keep the revenue offices and banks open
onweekly holldays Friday and Saturday to facilitats revenue transactions onthe concluding days of the fiscal year 200607, -

Sweeping changes in
AL reform proposal

HASAN JAHID TUSHER

Reformists of Awami League (AL)
haye brought some amendments
to thelr 25-point parly reform
proposal, making it a much more
sweeping proposal for overall
political reform instead of a mere
party reform.

The amended proposal seeks
not only.io reform the party consti-
tution but also the national consti-
tution as well as the legislative,
judicial, and executive branches of
thestate,

The sweeping new proposal,
which the AL relormists ¢lgim, as

finul, also Suggests reforms:in the -

_Eleotibn Commission, Pdblic
Service Commussion, and Ant-

corruption Commission as well as
in the social and pofitical sectors,

The finatised proposal will soan
be placed at an AL centrad working
committee meeting first instead of
the news media, the reformists
said.

"We have finalised our propos-
als and handed those over to our
Senior Presidium Member Abdur
Razzak for review. He along with
three other senior leaders Amir
Hossain Amu, Tofail Ahmed and
Suranjit Sengupta has been review-
ing the proposals,” Al Acting
General Secretary Mukul Bose told

. journalisis yesterday

“Avcording 1o the ~muencled
tefurmi proposal pny member or
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

2 young politicians for
polls without symbols

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Young politicians Mahi B
Chowdhury and Saveed Khokan
vesterday proposed holding of the

next election without using elecs

toril symbols as people are emo-
tional sbout the existing party
symbols and do not judge candi-
dateswhile casting votes,

The two political leaders placed
some reform proposals at a
toundiable styled "Electoral
Thoughis of New Generation”
organised by National Youth
Forum of Bangladesh at the lativa
Press Club,

Mahi B Chaadiiury pesigneal s -

the otganising sectatary of the
Liberal Démocratic Party (LDP)

and Sayeed Khokan resigned from
AwamiLeague (AL) recently.

"The ballot papers should be
designed without the electoral
symbols. Only the candidate's
name, the party's name and the
candidate's photo should be there
onthe ballot paper,” said Mahi, spn
of LDP President AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury.

“People cannot judge the candi-
dates when they hotice the AL
symbaol 'boat’ or the BNP symbol
'sheafl of paddy’ on the ballot
paper,” he cxpliined.

Mahi said the Election
Commission and the carctaker
LOVErRIment should | infroduce.
tules to han political programmes. |

Cammandos
join Thanchi
operation

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

Commandos of the army were
deployed yesterday in the remote
Thanchi upazila of Bandarban to
sirenigthen the search and rescue
efforts for kidnappod Danish
International Development

= Agency (Danida) staff Shahid
Suman.

At least 40 commandos rein-
forced more than 400 men, com-
prising army personnel,
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) person-
nel, and policemen, who are tiying
{o rescue Suman,

At least 40 commandos rein-
forced more than 400 men compris-
ing nrmy personnel, Bangladesh
Hifles (BDR) personnel, and police-
menwho are frying torescue Siman.

Following information gleaned
from people arrested earlier in this
copnection, the law enforcers have
been conducring their operations
in- the hilly forest of the region to
pinpoint the location of the kid-
nappers, sources said.

Danida driver Md Hanif, who
was alsn kidnapped with Suman,
was rescued in an unconscious
slate Thursday 40km from the spot
from which they were taken, He
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Officials of district administration, Bangladesh Rifles and police visiting the Bandarban spol from where Danida

Programma Coordinator Hossain Shahid Sumon was kidnapped on Sunday.

FHOTO. FOGLIS BANGLA

Rail links cut
as goods train
derails in
Lalmonirhat

STAR REPORT

A freight train derailed near
Tushbhander Railway Station in
Lalmonirhat early Priday snapping
rail communication between
Pathgram, Tushbhander,
Hatibandha and the rest of the
country while two cngineers of
Akhaura Railway Junction were
suspended for negligence of duty
inanother freight train derallment

¢ Incidenton Monday.

Railway sources said nine wag-
ons of freight train-452 derailed
around 3:00am allegedly due to
bad rallway Enes, A relief train from
Lalmonirhat is still trying to put the
main back on track as of last eve-
ning, sur Bangpur correspondent
Teports.

Imported goods could not be
lm.rspmmd from Burimari land
port 1o other parts of the country
vesterday as raill communications
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Canals being turned into box
culverts ignoring impact

PINAKI ROY

Despite. negative {mpacts of box
culverts, the Weter and Sewerage
Authority (WASA) has been contin-
uing to convert canals into box
culverts in the capital ignoring
recommendations of several
experteommittees,

Tn the last 17 years, the Wasa
suthorities spent more than Tk 300
crore in the name of development
of canals and the drainage system
of the city, Under two development
projects the authorities wimed
several natural canals into box
culverts to ‘develop’ the city's
storm sewerage system, Currently
the WASA authorities are imple-
menting a project ltled The Project
for Ending Waterlogging in the
Capital,

But the idea of making box
culverts proved to be wrong as the
city continued to be inundated
every year during monseons even
after conversion of open natural

canalsinto box cutverts,

"Natural open canals are better
than box culverts, maintenance of
those Is easicr, On the outskirts of
the city we keep the canals open
but in the city it is not possible for
us to protect open canals from
encroachers,” sald Md Zshurul
Alam, superintendent engineer of
Wasa and project director of The
Project for Ending Waterlogging in
the Capital,

Following the massive inunda-
tion of the city during the flaods of
1988, the authoritivs realised for
the first time the importance of the
city canals. Soon the government
formed a committee and under-
took projects to rehabilitate the
canals of the city tn ensure proper
drainage ol storin water, Ironically
howiver instead ol Increasing the
depths of the canals and protecting
them from encroachers, the Wasa
authorities twrmed several canals
into box culverts spending Tk 250
crore, funded by Asian

Development Bank (ADE).

But the situation did not
improve. The city continued o be
inundated during monsoons,

In 2004, heavy rainfall of two
consccutive days marooned the
city for quite a long time and the
povernment agoin formed a steer-
ing committee to find out the state
of the city's canals and to recover
and rehabilitate them.

The committee made a list ol 43
canals in the city, 13 of which were
marked as reliabilitatalile. The
commitiee recommended the
government to recover and
increase the depths of the canals
forbetter flowol witer.

All those canals are situated in |
the western and eastern parts of
the city.

"At least 13 canals were
rehabilitatable and we recom-
mended so. The authorities should
step forward 10 rehabilitate the
canals immediately, otherwise 1t
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KCCI president
arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khuina

Police yesterday arrested Khulna
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI) President
Shaharuzzaman Martuza at his
residence at Bhairab Strand road
under Khulna Sadar Police Station
on charges of holding two interna-
tional passports.

The law enforcers raided the
house of the KCC president at
7:15pm and arrested him. They
also seized an international pass-
port from his possession,

Officer-in-Charge (0Q)
Asaduzzaman of Khulna Sadar
Police Station said the KCCI presi-
dent wis arrested under segtinn

LAY, af the Passport Act; 1473

for keeping two international
SEE PAGE 15COL 6

Councils being planned in a
way to drop 2 party chiefs

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The pro-reform leaders of the BNP
and Awami Leagle (AL) reportedly
plan to hold national councilsin a
way that won't allow the party
chiefs—-Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasing--to participate inthose,

The teason for such initlative
with "tacit support from the care-
taker government” is the fear that
presence of the two mightgetin the
way of intra-party reforms, say
insiders.

In the lead-up to the councils
being plinned, some storn mes-
sures wil be tuken against the
fyrmer premiers slready fuced with
testriction on thelr movement

while the ones loyal to them are niot
beingallowed to meetthem,

In a recent statement, the gov-
ernment said despite the ban on
political activities, it might allow
the palitical parties to hold special
councils tocarry outreforms,

The two top leaders maintain
that they too want reforms but
those should be determined by the
national councils and must not hg
imposed from outside,

Talking to The Dally Star, a
number of senior leaders of both
the AL and BNP have said they
want to keop thetr party heads out
of the gouncil sessions as they
think the supremos might influ-
ence the proposed changes and the

way theywant those te take place,
Alongside preparations for
councils on reforms, the pre-
reforms camps are now irying to
convinee the councillors that
exclusion of Hasina and Khaleda is
an abgolute imperatlve for mean-
ingful reforms.
Because of corruption chaiges
t them it seems uneertain if
the ladies who ruled the country's
political landscape for decades will
be ableto take partinthe councils.
Three extortion canses have
already been filed against AL
President Haosina while prepare-
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