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lobbying their councillors. "But we 
are in contact with them," he said.     

BNP sources said leaders close 
to Khaleda have also been keeping 
contact with grassroots level lead-
ers in an effort to be prepared to 
tackle any embarrassing situation 
that might raise its head in the 
upcoming party council. 

"The councillors will not accept 
any proposal aimed at only exclud-
ing Khaleda Zia from the party," said 
a BNP leader close to the current 
party chairperson.  

AL reformists on the other hand 
said several thousand of their 
leaders and activists including 
around 2,800 councillors from 
across the country will have to 
gather at the council venue before 
the council starts, and it is impossi-
ble for them to come to the capital in 
such a large number under the state 
of emergency.

Moreover, the AL reformists said 
holding of meetings and political 
discussions in party forums includ-
ing in the party's central working 
committee has to be allowed for 
holding a council.

AL Presidium Member Motia 
Chowdhury posed a question 
regarding how councils of political 
parties could be held with a ban still 
imposed on political activities. She 
told reporters yesterday that the 
councillors are not 'puppets' that 
they can be forced to follow the 
diktats of someone.

"When there is no right to 
express opinions, then how a coun-
cil could be held?" asked Motia 
adding that the party's central 
working committee has to decide to 
hold a council before it could be 
held. "Even, Party President Sheikh 
Hasina cannot unilaterally decide to 
hold a council," she added.  

Meanwhile, BNP Secretary 
General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan 
continued his views exchange 
meetings with former BNP lawmak-
ers and its district level leaders to 
secure support for his proposal for 
bringing changes to the party consti-
tution. 

They are also planning to bring a 
few changes to the proposal itself, 
which might include some new 
provisions regarding making some-
one the party secretary general.

Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan on June 
25 announced the current reform 
proposal where a number of new 
provisions were proposed regarding 
who could become the party chair-
person and who could not, but it did 
not say anything new about the post 
of the party secretary general, 
giving rise to criticisms. 

"More proposals will come but 
the party council will take the final 
decision, before which indoor 
politics should be allowed," MK 
Anwar told reporters after a meeting 
with Bhuiyan in the latter's Gulshan 
residence.

BNP leaders who met Bhuiyan 
and expressed their desire to get on 
the reform bandwagon included 

former ministers and lawmakers 
Maj Gen (retd) Mahmudul Hasan, 
Ehsanul Haque Milon, Abul Hossain 
Khan, Syed Makbul Hossain, 
Mujibur Rahman Manju, Shah Abu 
Zafar, SA Sultan Titu, Eng 
Shahiduzzaman, Anwarul Azim, 
Nazir Hossain, and party leaders ZA 
Khan, Brig Gen (retd) Anwar 
Hossain Chowdhury, Lokman 
Hossain, Kamrul Monir, and 
Mofazzal Hossain. 

BNP reformists said the secre-
tary general will continue his discus-
sions with those party leaders who 
will play vital roles in the reform 
process as councillors at the council 
which might be held amid the state 
of emergency if the government 
allows it. 

According to the BNP reformists 
they will seek permission from the 
government to hold the council after 
the conclusion of Mannan Bhuiyan's 
views exchange meetings within a 
couple of days.
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duty was Tk 300 crore while actual 
duty was Tk 500 crore.

"Import duty worth Tk 320 crore 
was evaded at Hili port while about 
Tk 200 crore at Burimari during 
January 2001-January 2006," an 
official of the taskforce team told 
The Daily Star requesting anonym-
ity.

"We detected the anomalies 
after verifying import manifesto 
records with the customs at the 
ports, LC [letters of credit] docu-
ments with banks concerned and 
vehicle registers with the BDR 
[Bangladesh Rifles]," he said.

Traders imported 5 lakh tonnes 
of fruits through the two ports during 
the six years although they opened 
LCs for about 8 lakh tonnes, the 
official added.

"Verifying the LC documents 
from 2001 to 2006 with the banks 
concerned, we detected that the 
banks made full payment of the LCs 
against fruits import to all foreign 
exporters except a few," he said.

As per customs rule, an importer 
must produce declaration certificate 
in case he does not import the same 
quantity of goods for which he has 
opened an LC, the taskforce team 
source said, adding that most 
importers did not produce declara-
tion certificates although they 
imported less quantity of goods.

Probing the records with the 
Burimari port customs, the team 
found that Metro Foods Agency 
imported 10,835kg grape on 
February 17 last year but the cus-
toms did not keep any record of it, 
which means that customs duty on 
the whole import was evaded, said a 
team member.

MS Mili Enterprise imported 14 
tonnes of apple on October 14 last 
year through the Burimari land port 
but the customs did not take the 
import duty, another source said.

He said they recommended to 
the Anti-corruption Taskforce in 
Dhaka for taking action against the 
customs officials, C&F agents, 
importers and bank officials 
involved in the irregularities.

The team also detected a huge 
gap in the truck entry records kept 

by the customs and the BDR at the 

two land ports.

"The BDR recorded entrance of 

60 Indian trucks at Burimari port on 

October 14, 2005 while the customs 

registered 53 trucks. Again, the 

BDR recorded entrance of 76 Indian 

trucks next day while the customs 

recorded 75 trucks," said a member 

of the taskforce team.

"Such anomalies have been 

done on almost every working day," 

he added.

The taskforce team seized an 

Indian truck loaded with 20.09 

tonnes of rice imported by Panama 

International at the Hili port on June 

14. The customs collected duty of 

only 16 tonnes of rice.

A taskforce team source said the 

C&F agent produced forged export 

manifesto for paying customs duty 

for the imported rice, but the cus-

toms did not question the anomaly.

About Tk 15 crore customs duty 

has been lying outstanding with 47 

C&F agents at the Burimari and Hili 

land ports. Of the amount, Tk 

12,56,88,700 has been arrear with 

38 C&F agents at the Burimari port 

and Tk 1,55,70,400 with nine C&F 

agents at Hili.

The amount was evaded through 

forged bank chalans during 1999-

2001. The anomalies were revealed 

in different national dailies in 2004.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  

Intelligence probed the matter in 

2005 and lodged complaints with 

the Customs Department.

Maruful Islam, an additional 

general director of customs, investi-

gated the anomaly in 2006 and 

recommended taking legal action 

against the C&F agents, customs 

officials, bank officials and importers 

concerned. He also recommended 

realising the taxes.

The Burimari port customs filed 

cases against 51 C&F agents with 

the Pathgram Police Station in 

Lalmonirhat.

Tk 500cr duty
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The handover came shortly after 
Blair was given a standing ovation in 
the House of Commons at his last 
appearance before heading off to 
tender his resignation to the mon-
arch.

"That is that. The end," Blair said, 
choking back emotion, as he con-
cluded his last question-and-
answer session and listened to 
many tributes to his 10 years in 
office marked by a booming econ-
omy as well as the 2003 US-led 
invasion of Iraq.

Even as he bowed out Blair 
fuelled speculation that he will 
become an envoy for the Middle 
East Quartet -- the United States, 
Russia, the European Union and 
United Nations -- saying a two-state 
solution is the only way to end the 
conflict between the Israelis and 
Palestinians.

"I believe it is possible to do that 
but it will require a huge intensity of 
focus and work," added Blair, who 
had Brown, a political ally turned 
rival, sat at his side.

Blair told lawmakers he was 
"sorry" for the danger faced by 
soldiers fighting in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, two of the most contro-
versial decisions of his premiership.

But he was defiant, refusing to 
accept critics' views that British 
troops are fighting in vain.

"I don't and I never will. I believe 
they're fighting for the security of this 
country and wider world against 
people who would destroy our way 
of life," he said.

Most of the session was taken up 
with plaudits from lawmakers from 
h is  own Labour  par ty  and 
Conservatives and Northern Ireland 
First Minister Ian Paisley, whose 
recent election climaxed one of 
Blair's biggest achievements.

Paisley wished Blair well in any 
Middle East role, drawing a parallel 
with the reconciliation between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics in 
Northern Ireland.

"I hope that what happened in 
Northern Ireland will be repeated," 
he said, calling it a "colossal task" 
for Blair.

Blair paid tribute to lawmakers 
who have assailed him at the weekly 
prime minister's questions over the 
last decade.

"Some may belittle politics but 
we know who are engaged in it that it 
is where people stand and fall," he 
said. "If it is on occasion the place of 
low skullduggery it is more often the 
place for the pursuit of noble 
causes."

The 56-year-old Brown, whose 

formal title is Chancellor of 

Exchequer, took over from Blair as 

Labour Party leader on Sunday.

He must call an election by May, 

2010 and has vowed to learn "the 

lessons" from the Iraq war. Brown 

received an early political boost 

Tuesday when a lawmaker from the 

opposition Conservative Party 

defected to join Labour.

Brown stewarded Britain through 

record economic expansion but his 

serious style is a marked contrast to 

Blair's eloquent and easy, media-

friendly persona.

He is widely seen as more 

sceptical of integration with the 

European Union and more cautious 

in his relations with Washington.

Brown has promised to stay true 

to Blair's progressive centre-left 

agenda but introduce a more open 

form of government with parliament 

at the centre.

Blair became prime minister in 

1997 after 18 years of Conservative 

government and after leading 

Labour to the biggest parliamentary 

majority for half a century with a 

strong public mandate for change.

But his popularity ratings 

dropped considerably, mostly 

because of his decision to join the 

invasion of Iraq and support 

President George W. Bush's so-

called "war on terror".

In an interview with The Sun 

newspaper published Wednesday, 

the US president rejected sugges-

tions thatthat Blair was his uncritical 

"poodle", dismissing it as "just silly 

ridicule".

Blair has won praise at home for 

social reforms like gay rights and 

introducing a minimum wage, as 

well as resolving the sectarian 

conflict in Northern Ireland, and 

abroad for leading efforts to tackle 

climate change and increase aid 

and assistance to Africa.

Blair and Brown entered parlia-

ment in 1983, once shared an office 

and were the chief architects behind 

the restyling of their party into "New 

Labour", but their friendship soured 

as Brown believed Blair had 

reneged on a deal to hand over 

power sooner.

B rown  was  expec ted  to  

announce his senior ministers 

Wednesday or Thursday.

Brown replaces Blair 

10 JCD men
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August 1 was the last date for buy-
ing the tender schedules for three 
projects under the development 
budget and the schedules, which 
were being sold at 36 places across 
the country, were to be dropped by 
August 2, sources said.

No progress
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RDX from under the stack of pineap-
ples in a truck when a group of day 
labourers were unloading pineap-
ples at Jogarpara village, goes the 
case statement.

After a large-scale search the 
following day, the police recovered 
more bullets and explosives totaling 
99,999 and 174kg RDX from differ-
e n t  a r e a s  o f  K a h a l u  a n d  
Dupchanchia upazilas of Bogra 
district.

Chief adviser
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in a fair and neutral manner but also 
create a strong base for future 
elections. 

The CA said his government is 
also working to establish good 
governance and keep the wheel of 
economy moving, according to his 
Press Secretary Syed Fahim 
Munaim who was present at the 
meeting. 

He said Bangladesh considers 
Vietnam as a good friend and the 
relations between the two countries 
are fully based on solid foundation 
and cooperation. "The bilateral ties, 
particularly in the field of economy, 
will be further strengthened."

The Vietnamese envoy said the 
trade volume between Vietnam and 
Bangladesh was $20 million in 
2003, which has increased to $65 
million.

He said they have set a target to 
take the trade volume to $100 
million by 2008, which is achievable 
against the backdrop of improving 
relations between the two countries.

The CA said exchange of visits 
between the two countries should 
take place at all levels, including 
cultural and private levels. 

The envoy said Vietnam is 
grateful to Bangladesh for its sup-
port to his country in becoming a 
non-permanent member of the UN 
Security Council.
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The accused include Dulu's two 
brothers-- Nabi Talukhdar and Rafik 
Ta lukhdar,  cous ins- -  A t ikur  
Rahman, Nurunnabi Talukhdar, 
Abidur Rahman and Mojibor 
Rahman, nephews-- Rentu, Belal, 
Helal and Bulbul, nephew-in-law 
Rahim Newaz, and Natore munici-
pal ward commissioners Sadrul 
Huda Dambel and Nasim Khan.

Meanwhile, Natore District and 
Sessions Judge Abdus Sattar 
Bhuiyan deferred the date of charge 
framing in the other part of the same 
case under explosives act until 
Wednesday saying shifting of the 
case to Rajshahi Speedy Trial 
Tribunal is now underway following 
a petition by the police.

President of Natore district Jatiya 
Chhatra Samaj Asaduzzaman Shah 
filed the case with Naldanga Police 
Station (PS) on February 25 accus-
ing 105 people.

Officer-in-Charge of Naldanga 
PS Arman Hossain submitted two 
separate charge sheets-- one for 
arson and looting and another under 
explosives act-- accusing total 94 
persons on May 3.

According to the charge sheets, 
the accused launched a series of 
attacks at Ramsa Kazipur (Dulu's 
home village), Shahpara and Amtali 
Bazar on Dulu's directives to retali-

ate murder of his nephew Sabbir 
Ahmed Gama on February 7 in 
2004.

Hearing the murder news, Dulu 
rushed to the spot and began the 
attacks torching Asaduzzaman's 
straw-made house himself.

In a couple of days, some 37 
households and shops were 
torched spraying gunpowder and 
belongings of the houses were also 
looted.

Dulu's armed cadres unleashed 
a reign of terror in the areas by 
blasting bombs and firing gunshots, 
according to the charge sheets.

Dulu along with 23 other accused 
were produced before the court 
during charge framing. 

The ex-deputy minister was 
taken to Natore from Rajshahi 
Central Jail at around 1.15pm. On 
his way to the court, Dulu got angry 
as the reporters were taking photos. 

“Hey policemen, stop the journal-
ists. I will not move if you do not stop 
them. I am in jail because of them 
(journalists)."

“Leave me. I am not that type of 
man who will try to flee away,” Dulu 
shouted when police started drag-
ging him instead of stopping news-
men.

Charges framed 
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Asking the striking doctors to join 
work, the hospital authorities yester-
day issued another notice saying 
that their lawful demands will be 
considered by the national council 
meeting of Bangladesh Diabetic 
Association on June 30.

But  the  s t r i k ing  doc tors  
announced that they will continue 
striking till their demands are met, 
because the authorities had given 
such assurances several times 
before but did not keep their word.

"The authorities did not put out 
any concrete proposal rather they 
said the lawful demands will be 
considered. So we can't rely on their 
assurance," said a striking doctor 
seeking anonymity, who also appre-
hended that the strike might con-
tinue until Secretary General of the 
National Council of Bangladesh 
Diabetic Association Prof AK Azad 
Khan returns home from abroad on 
June 30.

The striking doctors also said the 
notice informing them that no con-
tractual appointment will be 
renewed might be a product of a 
conspiracy for hiring 50 students of 
Ibrahim Medical College, who are 
about to graduate in two months. 

While the medical college was 
being established it was told that a 
hospital would be established there 
too and with that promise the 
authorities got the permission to 

establish the medical college. But 
no hospital was established with the 
college while the authorities are now 
contract bound to give the students 
an opportunity for internship with a 
hospital, the striking doctors said.

"The Birdem authorities are 
more eager to take these interns as 
they would be able to pay the interns 
lesser than what they have to pay 
experienced doctors," said a striking 
physician.

While contacted, a member of 
the Board of Management of 
Birdem, Major Gen (retd) Prof AR 
Khan, said the issue of interns is 
nothing but a rumour.

"The striking doctors have not 
called off their strike and we will take 
necessary steps in light of the 
prevailing situation," he added.

Birdem doctors
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security forces loyal to Western-
backed Palestinian president Abbas 
on June 15, effectively creating an 
Islamic enclave on Israel's door-
step.

Medics said 11 Palestinians 
were killed, including eight fighters 
in the armed Islamic Jihad, Hamas 
and the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades 
linked to Abbas's Fatah party. Three 
civilians were killed, including a 12-
year-old boy.

An Apache gunship helicopter 
swooped to the sound of heavy 
shooting and periodic explosions in 
eastern Gaza City while Israeli 
soldiers patrolled rooftops and 
Palestinian fighters ran through the 
streets, witnesses said.

At least 40 Palestinians and two 
Israeli soldiers were injured.

"We have a number of gunmen 
who were identified by our forces 
there (in Shujaiya area) and fired at 
in different incidents," an army 
spokesman said before the opera-
tion in eastern Gaza City ended and 
Israeli soldiers withdrew.

In the south, two fighters from the 
Al-Quds Brigades and Hamas's 
armed Ezzedine al-Qassam 
Brigades were killed in clashes with 
Israelis in Khan Yunis.

"In the southern Gaza Strip, 
Palestinians fired anti-tank missiles 
and opened fire at the IDF forces 
there which are operating against 
terror threats. During exchange of 
fire, the force identified hitting two," 
the army said.

The violence came as envoys 

pressed a diplomatic agenda after 
Abbas met Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert face-to-face at a 
regional summit at Sharm el-Sheikh 
in Egypt on Monday for the first time 
since the Hamas seizure of Gaza.

Abbas condemned the Gaza 
operations at a news conference 
with visiting Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov in the West 
Bank capital of Ramallah.

"We strongly condemn this 
criminal action," he said while 
Hamas lashed out at the "barbaric 
massacre" and the "first bloody fruit 
of Sharm el-Sheikh.”

Olmert told the four-way summit 
with Egypt and Jordan he was 
prepared to free 250 prisoners from 
Abbas's Fatah party and that Israel 
would pass on tax money collected 
on behalf of the Palestinians.

11 killed in Israeli 

Japan pledges
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annum, according to the Chief 
Adviser's Press Secretary Syed 
Fahim Munaim who was present at 
the meeting.

Expressing gratitude for the loan 
assistance, the chief adviser 
assured the Japanese envoy that it 
would be used in a transparent 
manner as per the guidelines.

The envoy said Japan has a 
great confidence in the caretaker 
government and the loan assistance 
is the reflection of that support to the 
chief adviser and his government.

He said the Japanese govern-
ment and its people want to continue 
support to Bangladesh for its devel-
opment.

The chief adviser said the gov-
ernment has been working relent-
lessly to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) 
despite some limitations.

He urged the Japanese investors to 
come forward to invest in Bangladesh 
taking advantage of the present invest-
ment-friendly climate.

As  t he  Japanese  envoy  
requested the chief adviser to com-
plete the Japan-funded ongoing 
projects soon, he (CA) directed the 
ERD Secretary to take necessary 
actions to that end.

ERD Secretary Aminul Islam 
Bhuiyan was also present on the 
occasion.

Heat brings 
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one is caught at Fateyabad of 
Hathazari upazila yesterday morning 
by one Mohammad Azim. The python 
was 14-feet long and weighed 
around 80-kg.

Meanwhile, locals caught another 
8-feet long python weighing some 
15-kg from Noapara under Raozan 
upazila on Tuesday night.

On June 23, students of 
International Islamic University of 
Chittagong (IIUC) caught a 12-feet 
long python from their campus at 
Sitakunda upazila.

Contacted, Dr MM Morshed, 
veterinary surgeon of Chittagong 
Zoo, told The Daily Star that exces-
sive heat is forcing the pythons 
leaving their dens.

He said that with the latest five, the 
number of pythons at the Chittagong 
Zoo stands at 16. "Some other peo-
ple came to us with a few more 
pythons but we could not receive 
those due to lack of room in the zoo," 
he added.

Shamim Eskandar 
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immovable properties including lands, 
houses, gold, savings in bank and cash.

ACC sources said, Shamim 
Eskander, a high profile corruption 
suspect in the ACC's second list of 21 top 
graft suspects was asked to go to the 
ACC for questioning about his wealth 
statement that he submitted last month.

Shamim went to the ACC office along 
with his lawyer advocate Ahmed Azam 
Khan at around 10:30am and stayed 
about 45 minutes. 

A source linked to the questioning 
process said task forces members 
sought explanations and evidence from 
Shamim regarding some of his assets 
that he showed in his wealth statement.

Among the members of a task force a 
defense personnel, police inspector and 
an assistant director of the ACC ques-
tioned Shamim.
WEALTH OF EX-FOREST BOSS
Former chief conservator of forests 
Osman Gani, now detained in Dhaka 
central jail, has sent his wealth statement 
through prison authorities that reached 
the ACC yesterday.

Gani has showed his immovable 
properties worth TK 1.3 crore in his own 
and his wife's names, said ACC sources 
referring to the statement.

He has a five-storey building at 
Jhigatola, a 7.5 katha plot at Purbachal 
Model Town project, two 5-katha plots at 
Uttara model town, 15 katha agricultural 
land at Dakkhin Khan, and 6 decimal 
wetland in Barisal, the statement said.

Gani also showed Tk 1.4 crore as his 
savings at bank, and 300 bhori gold in the 
names of his wife, daughter, brother-in-
law and sister-in-law. 

The former forest department chief 
was arrested on May 29 with around Tk 1 
crore in cash that was tucked away inside 
his Uttara home. In his wealth statement, 
he showed this money as cash savings.

Thakurgaon 
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Munshipara, Khalpara, Shahapara, 
Nischintapur and Asrampara area. 

Tests of some fowls from 
Hazaripara at Joypurhat Livestock 
Research Institute and Bangladesh 
Livestock Research Institute (BLRI) 
at Savar in Dhaka confirmed those 
were infected with bird flu. 

Thakurgaon municipal authori-
ties and the district administration 
have now launched a public aware-
ness campaign in this regard.

District administration officials 
said affected poultry farmers will get 
compensation.  

They have also advised people 
in the seven villages not to rear 
chicken, duck and pigeons for the 
next three months.
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Meanwh i l e ,  Ch ie f  E lec t i on  
Commissioner (CEC) ATM Shamsul 
Huda at a meeting with the law 
adviser on April 4 asked the govern-
ment to lift the ban on indoor politics, 
allowing the EC to hold dialogue 
with political parties. The EC cannot 
yet hold talks with them since the 
government has not responded to 
the EC's request. 

The CEC on several occasions 
said it is not possible for political 
parties to send their representatives 
to express their views on electoral 
reforms as they will not be allowed 
to hold party meetings to discuss the 
proposed reforms proposals. 

In such a situation, the election 
commissioner yesterday came up 
with his views on discussions with 
political parties to finalise the EC's 
reform proposals. 

"Many have contacted us, and 
we asked them to come. If it is so, 
we will schedule who should come 
when to sit with us," Sakhawat said. 

"We are open (to discussion)… 
We don't have any objection if they 
(representatives) come to us with 
authorisation (from their parties). 
We aren't going to sit with whoso-
ever comes,” he said. 

The EC on April 5 disclosed a set 

of draft proposals for electoral 
reforms, which includes those to 
ensure democratic practices and 
financial transparency within the 
political parties. The CEC repeat-
edly said the EC will finalise the draft 
proposals in consultation with major 
political parties. 

Sakhawat noted that the EC's 
proposals are solely election-
related. “Those contain nothing 
about structural reforms in any 
political parties since that is not our 
concern.”

In reply to a question, he said,  
"Reform in political parties is their 
internal matter, we have nothing to 
say about that."

He went on, "The commission is 
helping political parties to become 
democratic through introduction of 
political party registration act with 
some regulations providing that the 
parties have to ensure democracy 
within them if they want to get regis-
tered with it (EC)." 

The election commissioner also 
talked about Sirupur pilot project for 
gathering field level experience on 
simultaneously preparing voter list 
with photographs and national 
identity cards.

Electoral reforms

Cambodian 
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AN-24, which disappeared after 
leaving the Angkor temple town of 
Siem Reap early Monday en route 
t o  t h e  s e a s i d e  r e s o r t  o f  
Sihanoukville, appeared to have hit 
a mountain, officials said. 

It was not known if any of the 
people on board -- 13 South 
Koreans, three Czechs, a Russian 
pilot and five local crew -- had sur-
vived the initial impact but died in the 
two days it took rescuers to find the 
wreckage, officials said. 

Only a handful of rescuers had 
thus far been able to reach the 
isolated wreckage, which was 
tangled in broken tree limbs and 
heavy brush. 

"We found the crashed plane ... 
on top of Bokor Mountain," said 
Khov Khun Huor, deputy governor 
of Kampot province. 

Military officials said later that 
rescuers had recovered the plane's 
flight data recorders, which will give 
crucial information as to the air-
craft's last moments. 

Heavy fog since Monday made 
air searches nearly impossible while 
rains turned jungle trails into muddy 
rivulets, hampering the more than 
1,000 police, soldiers and conserva-
tion workers who scoured the 
remote area for the plane. 

But after a break in the weather 
Wednesday, the wreckage was 
sighted by a helicopter about 50 
kilometres from its destination. 

The discovery came as dozens 
of South Koreans arrived in 
Cambodia to mourn relatives on the 
doomed flight. 

Khov Khun Huor said earlier that 
the plane had crashed in thick 
forest, and that rescuers would have 
a difficult time getting salvage 
equipment to the site. 

"We need to cut the trees before 
we can go in there to see," he said. 

By late afternoon, 15 bodies had 
been retrieved as rescuers carefully 
cut through the ruined fuselage, 
said Nhim Vanda, head of the coun-
try's National Disaster Committee, 
adding that he hoped all 22 victims 
would be recovered by the end of 
the day.

Oriental Bank 
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In June last year, the central bank 
dissolved the board of directors of 
Oriental Bank and appointed an admin-
istrator from the central bank.

Later, the BB investigated into the 
bank's scam and found that its majority 
shareholders Obaidul Karim, former 
managing director Chowdhury Koyes 
Sami and a number of officials were 
involved in misappropriating about Tk 
595 crore.

Meanwhile, the central bank yester-
day asked all commercial banks to pay 
all import related accepted bills by next 
seven days following complaints from 
different sections that the banks are not 
paying huge amount of bills for a long 
time.

Council okays 
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Finance Adviser Dr Mirza Azizul 
Islam apprised President Iajuddin 
Ahmed of the budgetary measures 
for the new fiscal year on Sunday.

The national budget was 
announced on June 7. 

After proposing the budget, the 
government invited recommenda-
tions from different sections of the 
society and received some 1,808 
suggestions through emails, postal-
mails and website.
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still a daunting task for the Tigers -- 
trailing by 255 runs -- to avoid an 
innings defeat with Shakib Al Hasan 
(4) and veteran wicketkeeper 
Khaled Mashud (0) at the crease.

Bangladesh resumed the day on 
three for naught under hovering 
cloud but the top order showed 
determination against a rich Sri 
Lankan attack to take the game into 
the fourth day.

However, the way the Tigers 
spoiled the good work was frustrat-
ing after two set batsmen, captain 
Mohammad Ashraful and Rajin 
Saleh, threw away wickets after a 
record opening stand of 86 against 
Sri Lanka between Javed and 
Shahriar Nafees.

Ashraful and Rajin looked all set 
to carry their bats but suddenly both 
lost concentration to put an end to 
an otherwise solid 67-run fourth 
wicket partnership. The two not only 
handled the pacers brilliantly but 
also negotiated champion off-
spinner Muttiah Muralidaran, who 
made the damage in the first innings 
by taking five wickets.

O c c a s i o n a l  o f f - s p i n n e r  
Tillekaratne Dilshan gave the long-
awaited break to the home side 
when Rajin stretched forward to 
drive but edged to home skipper 
Mahela Jayawardene at slip. 

Ashraful was quick to follow him, 
within three overs, to spoil their two-
hour  p lus  e f fo r t .  The new 
Bangladesh skipper was the culprit 
as he stepped out in a bid to loft 
Murali but holed out to Chaminda 
Vaas at long-on when it was just a 
matter of time to call off the day for 
bad light. 

The right-hander played very 
sensibly during his 131-ball 37 
featuring five boundaries after he 
had come to the crease following 
the dismissal of Habibul Bashar (17) 
after lunch. 

Rajin occupied the crease for 
almost four hours during his seventh 
Test half century from 177 balls that 
saw eight fours including two in an 
over by Murali, who bowled 34 overs 
to take two wickets for 82.

It was a rare day of batting bril-
liance for Bangladesh as they went to 
lunch on 110, losing only left-handed 
opener Nafees, who played across to 
offer a return catch to Murali after 
hitting 38 off 50 balls with the help of 
seven boundaries.

Before tea, Bangladesh lost two 
more wickets  when former  
Bangladesh skipper nicked a leg-
cutter from Vaas to wicketkeeper 
Prasanna Jayawardene and top 
scorer Javed Omar was adjudged leg 
after failing to handle a toe-crusher by 
fast bowler Lasith Malinga.

The seasoned opener smote ten 
boundaries during his 151-minute 
stay to score 62 runs off 118 balls, his 
eighth half century in the five-day 
game.

Javed leads fightbackKhaleda, Hasina 
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During their separate meetings with 
Menon, both the leaders elaborately 
discussed bilateral issues including 
the Ganges water-sharing accord, 
security, exchange of information, 
border terrorism, duty-free access 
of Bangladeshi goods to India, 
Chittagong Hill Tracts peace accord 
and reducing of imbalanced trade 
deficit.
HASINA'S MEETING
After Hasina's nearly 45-minute 
meeting at Sudha Sadan, the AL 
chief's special personal aide Dr 
Hassan Mahmud told reporters that 
Hasina and Menon also held one-to-
one exclusive talks for a short time 
following their discussion on differ-
ent bilateral issues.

At the meeting, which started at 
10:45am, Hasina told Menon that 
India is a friendly country and the AL 
will extend its cooperation to help 
develop the bilateral relationship 
between the two countries.

Asked if the current political 
development came up at the meet-
ing, Hassan said, "It came up but not 
in an elaborate manner."

Police did not allow AL leaders 
Matia Chowdhury, Mukul Bose and 
Abdul Mannan Khan and journalists 
to enter Sudha Sadan during the 
meeting.

"Sheikh Hasina invited all presid-
ium members to attend the meeting. 
She felt insulted as none was 
allowed to enter Sudha Sadan," 
Hassan said.

Hasina also expressed resent-
ment at the government step.

The Indian foreign secretary did 
not talk to the press after the meet-
ing as the police forced journalists, 
who tried to stop Menon's car at a 
security check post, to clear the 
road.

AL Presidium Member Syeda 
Sajeda Chowdhury and Indian High 
Commissioner Pinak Ranjan 
Chakravarty were present at the 
meeting.
KHALEDA'S MEETING
A BNP statement said Khaleda told 
the Indian foreign secretary that 
Bangladesh always gives prefer-
ences to its friendly relationship with 
India.

Focusing on different initiatives 
taken by her government with India, 
she expressed her hope that the 
foreign secretary level meeting 
between the two countries will 
continue in future and problems will 
be solved through meetings and 
bilateral relationship will be boosted 
up.

At the meeting Menon conveyed 
to Khaleda the greetings of Indian 
premier Manmohan Singh and 
Congress President Sonia Gandhi. 
Thanking Manmohan and Sonia, 
Khaleda also urged Menon to 
convey her greetings to them.

Adviser to the BNP chairperson 
Riaz Rahman, the foreign ministry 
director general and the Indian high 
commissioner were present at the 
meeting.

Huda, Sigma
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Huda also gave an alternative to 
Azad if he did not pay the money, 
asking him to construct a confer-
ence room for the organisation.

Azad said he agreed to build the 
conference room that cost him Tk 5.5 
lakh due to continuous pressure from 
Huda.

On completion of the work in three 
months, Azad demanded the money 
he spent for the work from Huda, 
Sigma and Alena. 

They threatened to create prob-
lem in getting payments from the 
R&H department if he demanded the 
money, alleged the plaintiff.

Nazmul Huda is a member of the 
national committee of the BSEHR, 
Sigma Huda is the secretary general 
and Alena Khan is the executive 
director of the organisation. 

According to the first information 
report (FIR) filed with Shahbagh 
Police Station, Huda and his wife 
gave the plaintiff a verbal instruction 
to construct a boundary wall and a 
one-storey building for the BSEHR 
on College Road. 

Later Azad got a work order 
through a letter signed by Alena Khan 
on July 7, 2005 and completed the 
work at a cost of Tk 41.26 lakh. 

When Azad went to submit the bill, 
Alena Khan asked him to submit a bill 
between Tk 18 and 20 lakh. 

Azad submitted a bill worth Tk 
19.71 lakh, which has not been paid 
yet. 

After receiving the FIRs, the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court 
directed the investigation officers to 
submit probe reports by July 27.  
ALENA DENIES ALLEGATION
Alena Khan however denied the 
charges brought against her saying 
she was not in the policy making 
position at the BSEHR in 2003.

She said she would take legal 
action against Azad for bringing a 
'false charge' against her. 

Meanwhile, an extortion case was 
filed against Shajahan Mia, a former 
lawmaker of Chapainawabganj-1, 
and four others yesterday, reported 
our district correspondent.

The plaintiff in the case statement 
said that he gave Tk 170,000 to the 
accused to get allotment of a shop in 
the newly constructed Kansat mar-
ket.

"But neither they gave me the 
shop nor returned the money," 
alleged the complainant.

The other accused are Abu Musa, 
Humayun, Badal and Yusuf Ali. 

Our Sylhet correspondent 
reported that magistrate Devjit Sinha 
of a district cognisance court sent an 
extortion case against Shahinur 
Pasha Chowdhury, a former law-
maker of Islami Oikya Jote, and three 
others to Kotwali Police Station for 
investigation. 

Mashuque Miah of village Zoida 
under Jagonnathpur upazila of 
Sunamganj district filed the case. 

According to the complainant, the 
accused took Tk 50,000 on July 7 last 
year from him and other villagers on 
the plea of ensuring power supply 
from Palli Bidyut Samity.

But the former lawmaker failed to 
do the job and misbehaved with them 
(the villagers) when they demanded 
returning of their money, alleged the 
plaintiff.

Massive hunt
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upazila of Bandarban hill district 
Monday afternoon. 

An unconfirmed source said 
People's Party of Arakan (PPA), a 
separatist group of Myanmar, is 
claiming the responsibility of kid-
napping the two Danida staff. 

District administration sources 
said the joint forces split in several 
teams have been conducting comb-
ing operation in Thanchi border area 
where the Myanmar separatist 
groups are active and set up their 
dens. 

The kidnappers left a chit in 
which they demanded Tk 40 lakh in 
ransom for releasing the Danida 
staff. But they did not contact with 
either the members of the joint 
forces or the local administration.

Party reforms
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