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Fete de la Musique
Organiser: Alliance Francaise

de Dacca

Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26, Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi

Date: June 27

Time: 6:00pm

Artistes: Nrityam Nrityasheelon
Kendro

Date: June 29
Time: 6:00pm
Artiste: Ecole de danse

Date: June 30
Time: 6:00pm
Artiste: Ecole de musique

Mask Exhibition

Organiser: Department of Fine Art and
Prakritajon Projonmo

Venue: Art Club Bangladesh, House
No.4,Road No. 104, Gulshan 2

Date: June 25-29

National Art
Exhibition

Venue: National Art Gallery, Shilpakala
Academy

Date: June 17 to July 16

Organiser: Department of Art,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

Art Exhibition

Artist: Bipul Shah

Title: Journey with Wreckage
Venue: Galleri Kaya

House 20, Road 16, Sector 4, Uttora
Date: June 21-July 4

Time: 11am-8pm

Short Play Festival

Organiser: Space and Acting
Research Centre

Venue: Experimental Hall, Shilpakala
Academy

Date: June 27

Time: 7:00pm

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Ability and Inclusion

Artiste: Shumon Ahmed

Organiser: Centre for Disability in
Development

Venue: Shilpangan, House 26, Road
3, Dhanmondi

Date: June 27 to July 7

Time: 12pm to 8pm

Theatre

Title: Koinna

Troupe: Prachyanat

Venue: Mahila Samity Auditorium
Date: June 28 Thursday

Time: 7 pm

Children's Theatre

Festival

Organiser: Rakhal

Venue: Shawkot Osman Memorial
Auditorium, Central Public Library
Date: June 27

Time:4:30pm

Title: Operation Jalpietali

Troupe: Gobindaganj Shishu-Kishor
Theatre, Gobindaganj

Time:5:15pm

Title: Rojina Upakyan

Troupe: Tokai Natyadal, Dhaka

Time: 6:45pm

Title: Stop Bugle

Troupe: Kids Cultural Institute,
Chittagang

Time: 7:30pm

Title: Zamalaya Shishu

Féte de la Musique '07
Anup Barua and his impressive

repertoire

KARIM WAHEED

O

able.

The artiste started his performance with a
Kholo khologo duaar.
Renditions of Kar banshori bajey, Borosha oi elo
borosha and Amar sampan jatri na loy (in bhatiali
style) gave the audience a taste of diversity in

Nazrul Sangeet,

Nazrul songs.

Barua then moved on to adhunik songs withé
Sharadin tomaye bhebey. The artiste turned outg
to be an ardent fan of Niaz Mohammad'é
Chowdhury whose songs attained much popular-*
ity in the '80s. Barua said, “I make it a point to sing
Niaz bhai's songs at every programme.” .
Renditions of Aaj ei brishtir kanna and Ek phonta
bish aaj amar tiyash received rounds of applause
from the rapt audience. A Nazrul song with the
same feel -- Ami pothomanjori -- followed.

After performing songs of Manna Dey and
Anup Jalota -- Aaj nisheethey kachhei thako and
Jiboner jalshaghorey respectively --
delighted the audience with all-time favourite S.D
Burman numbers Borney gondhey chhondey

N the fifth day (June 25) of the ongoing
Féte de la Musique 2007, a musical
programme at Alliance Francaise,
Dhaka featured an array of songs by Anup Barua.
It was a cosy affair and had more of an “ashor”
feel; music enthusiasts huddled on the floor
surrounding the artiste and the instrumentalists.
Richard Kishore on guitar, Rabi on tabla,
Nikhilesh on keyboard, Alam on percussion and
Jalal onflute provided “sangat” to the vocalist.
Barua, a 'Sangeet Visharad' degree holder
(from Gandharva Mahavidyalaya, India), has
been teaching classical music at Chhayanat
since 1998. Considering his background,
Barua's flair for Nazrul Sangeet and semi-
classical forms like thumri, is understand-

Anup Barua sings on the fifth day of Féte de la Musique '07

porshu and Ke jashrey bhatigang baiyya.

The versatile singer also rendered a Mehdi
Hasan ghazal, Aye duniya kya tujhse kahun and
another Niaz Mohammad song, Dukkho amar
parini ekhono tomakey bojhatey.

The evening wrapped up with Barua's perfor-
mance of a Nazrul song -- Anjoli loho mor --
blended with a thumri and Hason Raja song --
Nisha laagilo rey -- fused with raga bhairavi. The

Barua

latter, according to Barua, was “an effort to distin-
guish the bond between the 'raw' or 'earthy' and
the 'most evolved' or 'finest' forms of music.”

Flutist Jalal deserves a special mention. The
instrumentalist's authority on flute and spontane-
ity were lauded by the audience.

Dhaka Padatik honours
Raisul Islam Asad

Jalodash staged

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Theatre group Dhaka Padatik
honoured noted actor Raisul Islam
Asad with the "Abul Kasem Dulal
Smriti Padak '07" on June 25.
Theatre personality Nasiruddin
Yousuff received the award on
Asad's behalf as the actor could not
appear at the programme due to
ailment. The event was held at
Mahila Samiti auditorium.

Eminent writer, Syed Shamsul
Haq was the chief guest at the
programme. Jalodash, a Dhaka
Padatik production, was later
staged atthe venue.

"I've witnessed performances by
several actors in many countries but
amongst them Asad is very special,”
said Syed Shamsul Haq.

"Asad has received several
awards but very few of those for his
stage performances. He certainly
deserves more," said Nasiruddin
Yousuff, President of Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote, who was also the
special guest at the programme.

Golam Kuddus, president of Dhaka
Padatik and general secretary of
Sammilita Sangskritik Jote presided
over the programme. Ataur Rahman,
general secretary of Bangladesh
Centre of International Theatre
Institute; Jhuna Chowdhury, secretary
general of Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation; Nader Chowdhury, vice
president of Dhaka Padatik and Gazi
Zakir Hossain, general secretary of
Dhaka Padatik were also present at
the programme.

Abul Kasem Dulal was one of
founder members of Dhaka Padatik

(From left): Golam Kuddus, Syed Shamsul Hag, Nasiruddin Yousuff and

Jhuna Chowdhury at the programme

(othersinclude Golam Kuddus and Late
SM Solaiman). To mark his death
anniversary every year Dhaka Padatik
awards a prominent artiste who has
made significant contribution to his/her
respective field. The award includes a
crest and an amount of BDT 10,000.
Ferdousi Majumder, Mamunur Rashid,
late SM Solaiman, Nasiruddin Yousuff,
Syed Jamil Ahmed and Gaziul Haque
arethe previous recipients of the award.

Dhaka Padatik's production
Jalodash was staged after the
award giving ceremony. Written by
Harun-ur-Rashid and directed by
Nader Chowdhury, the play features
the miseries of the ‘'fisherman'
community and brings to light the
various ways hoarders manipulate

and exploit these people. The play
also touches the issue of exploita-
tion of the poor by several NGOs in
the name of 'community develop-
ment'.

Fundamentalism and complexity
of village politics appear as an
undercurrent in Jalodash. Many
among these unfortunate ones
leave their ancestral profession,
many lean towards crime, many are
forced to move and many die as
consequences.

Jalodash is one of the remark-
able tragedies in Bangla that analy-
ses and portrays the mode of
oppression and the plight of the
proletariat class.

Cultural programme by indigenous
communities

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

Cultural groups from ethnic commu-
nities living in Mymensingh, Tangail,
Jamalpur, Sherpur, Netrokona and
Sunamganj district held a
programme at the CARITAS
Regional Auditorium in
Mymensingh town recently.

The cultural programme titled "Hai
un Ching an,Ching Dak Bewalko Rak
Kina" (Come to practice and revive
our ftraditional indigenous culture)
indicates a positive meaning. The
event was attended by hundreds of
indigenous artistes in colourful
traditional attire.

Several indigenous groups includ-
ing Garo (traditionally known as
"Mandi"), Kooch, Hajang, Banai,
Dhalu and Barman took part at the
function. Guri Boua and Chambil
dance of the Garos entertained the

Indigenous artistes perform at the event PHOTO: STAR
audience. Traditional Kooch, Hajang
and others dances as well as songs
followed.

Earlier a discussion was held. Garo
intellectual Subash Gengcham
chaired the discussion. Among others,
Zobayedur Rahman (additional
deputy commissioner), Robert Mankin
(acting director of Birishiri Cultural
Academy), Uttam Richil, Father
Monindra Chiram, Yunus Shangma
and Diliya Hagidak were also present
atthe programme.

The speakers stressed on the
revival of indigenous traditions,
some of which are on the verge of
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To encourage upcoming singers of
the country, Department of Music
and Dance, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy (BSA) arranged a two-day
musical soiree featuring Tagore and
Nazrul song. On the first day (June
25) of the programme, upcoming
singers presented Tagore songs at
the newly opened National Music
and Dance Centre.

Claiming Tagore and Nazrul as
“legends”, director of the depart-
ment, Sunil Chandra Das said,
“Songs composed by Tagore and
Nazrul have enriched our culture.
This programme aims to encour-
age talented young artistes of both
genres.

Music director at the Depart-
ment, Ali Asgor Khokon said,“We

Musical soiree at Shilpakala
Promising artistes present Tagore songs

did not take any audition. Artistes
were invited based on their applica-
tion and availability.”

Twenty-three young artistes
performed Tagore songs at the
programme. The soiree began with
rendition of a song from the 'love'
section of Geetanjoli-- Kandale tumi
morey -- by Monjila Rahman
Seema. Other songs performed
throughout the evening were
Hridoyer ekul okul dukul bheshey
jay, Mon-e ki didha rekhe gele
chole, Utol dhara badol jhorey, Ami
tomar shongey bendhechhi amar
pran, Shokhi bhabona kaharey
boley and more. However, most
renditions did not sound convincing
enough.

Promising Nazrul singers per-
formed at the programme yester-
day.

Tom Cruise's film shoot
banned in Germany

Tom Cruise's obsession with
Scientology just moved from being
blog-fodder and material for stand-
up comedians, to a far more press-
ing problem.

The German government has
barred the shooting on location of a
film about a plot to kill Adolf Hitler,
Entertainment Weekly and other
media outlets report, because of
Cruise's connections with the
Church of Scientology.

The film, to be directed by Bryan
Singer and to co-star Kenneth
Branagh, was planned to be filmed
at various German military sites.
Cruise is one of the producers.

Cruise was slated to play Count
Claus Graf Schenk von
Stauffenberg who, by way of oppos-
ing the Nazi treatment of Jews, on
July 20, 1944, planted a bomb
hidden in a suitcase in the Fuhrer's
famed Wolf's Lair, the East Prussian
military headquarters.

The bomb exploded on schedule
and killed four of Hitler's military
advisors. A heavy table behind
which the Fuhrer was seated at the
time however saved his life.

Von Stauffenberg was arrested
by the Gestapo and after a show-
trial, hanged to death with piano
wire.

Media outlets quote Germany's
defense ministry spokesman Harald
Kammerbauer as saying the film-
makers “will not be allowed to film at
German military sites if Count
Stauffenberg is played by Tom
Cruise, who has publicly professed

“In general, the Bundeswehr
(German military) has a special
interest in the serious and authentic
portrayal of the events of July 20,
1944 and Stauffenberg's person,”
Kammerbauer said.

Germany does not recognise
Scientology as a religion, and has
argued that the cult masquerades
as a religion in order to make
money.

One of the main areas of interest
for the filmmakers will be the
'‘Bendlerblock’ memorial inside the
defence ministry complex in Berlin,
where Stauffenberg and his co-
conspirators hatched the plot. The
failed conspirators were later exe-
cuted atthe same spot.

The film, titled Valkyrie (after
Operation Valkyrie, the code-name
of Stauffenberg's plot) is slated for a
2008 release.
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