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Shahjahan Mia
FROM PAGE 1

Power Rules of 2007. 
The court directed the district jail 

authority to arrange Shahjahan's 
stay in jail in accordance with jail 
code when his lawyers appealed for 
his division. 

Tight security measures were 
taken in and around the court sens-
ing their surrender yesterday. It was 
also the first day of the trial of the 
extortion case. 

Charge-sheet of the case was 
submitted on June 7 accusing the 
three after several witnesses pro-
vided judicial statements supporting 
the allegations.

Shahjahan had been abscond-
ing in all five cases filed against him. 
Of them, one is for ordering criminal 
activities, two for extortion and the 
others for cheating and misappro-
priation of money of people. 
Charge-sheets in four cases have 
already been submitted.
SHAHJAHAN'S ROLE BEHIND 
KANSAT TRAGEDY
Villagers of Kansat under Shibganj 
upazila in Chapainawabganj blame 
Shahjahan for his active role behind 
the police atrocities on them in the 
early 2006. He is still boycotted in 
Kansat. 

 Envied and angry at the sudden 
rise and popularity of Kansat Pally 
B iddyu t  Unnayan  Sangram 
Parishad and its convenor Golam 
Rabbani as they struggled for 
electricity, Shahjahan, also former 
chairman of parliamentary standing 
committee for home affairs pressur-
ised the police to arrest Rabbani.

Po l i ce  and  BNP cad res  
attempted to suppress the conse-
quent outrage of the power sub-
scribers by unleashing atrocities 
that left 17 innocent villagers shot 
dead and several hundred injured 
and tortured. 

It was also alleged that the local 
administration could not take any 
step to mitigate the subscribers' 
miseries due to Shahjahan's stance 
against the people's movement.

Road crashes 
FROM PAGE 16

In Munshiganj, three people of a 
family were killed and four others 
injured when a Comilla-bound 
microbus from Dhaka rammed a 
roadside tree at Bhaberchar in 
Gazaria upazila at around 1:30pm 
yesterday, reports UNB.

The dead are Qadir, 71, his 
daughter Baby Akhter, 41, and 
grandson Nahidul Islam, 3.

Police said the driver of the 
microbus lost control over the 
steering and hit the roadside tree, 
killing the three on the spot.

The injured--Baby's sons Apu, 
10, and Sabuj, 16, niece Salma, 15, 
and driver Ferdous, 45--were admit-
ted to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital.

Two people died and six others 
were injured when a Chittagong-
bound bus knocked a CNG-run 
auto-rickshaw, a tempo and pedes-
trians at Munsef Bazar under Patiya 
upazila of Chittagong district at 
about 8:30am yesterday, according 
to our CU correspondent. 

The dead were identified as 
Yunus Mia alias Rubel, 14, son of 
Abu Sufian, and Shafiul Alam, 28, 
son of Fazal Karim of Patiya 
Municipality area.

 The injured are Khorshed, 
Ratan, Ilias, Nurul Amin, Milon 
Chakraborty and Osman Gani. Of 
them, four were sent to Chittagong 
Medical College Hospital (CMCH), 
while the rest given first aid at Patiya 
Upazila Health Complex.

In Barisal, two people died in 
separate road accidents in 
Babuganj and Barisal Sadar 
upazilas yesterday.

Of them, one was identified as 
Millon Hossain Khan, 15, of 
Kaderpur village under Babuganj 
upazila. Identity of the other, who 
died in a road crash in Sadar 
upazila, could not be known as of 
8:00pm yesterday.

Police recovered the bodies and 
sent them to Sher-e-Bangla Medical 
College Hospital for autopsy.

Hedayet Hossain
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worked there till his retirement. He was 
also a popular columnist and worked 
as a freelance journalist for a long time. 
Hedayet hailed from Barisal city. 

He left behind his wife Hosney Ara 
Arju, headmistress of Nazrul 
Shikkhalay, daughter Risat Mohajabin 
Kanta and a host of relatives and 
admirers. 

His first namaz-e-janaza was held 
at the Jatiya Press Club, which a large 
number of journalists, educationists, 
intellectuals and cultural activists 
attended. The second one was held at 
the Baitul Mukarram National Mosque 
following which he was laid to rest at 
Azimpur graveyard. 

Different organisations and its 
leaders sent their condolences to the 
bereaved family members, our staff 
correspondent reports.

Law and Information Adviser 
Mainul Hossain expressed his pro-
found shock at his death and con-
veyed his heartfelt sympathy to the 
members of the bereaved family and 
prayed for the eternal peace of the 
soul. 

Jatiya Press Club President 
Shawkat Mahmud and General 
Secretary Kamal Uddin Shabuj also 
expressed their shock and sent their 
condolences to his family members.  

President of Jatiya Gonotrantrik 
League MA Jalil, its Vice-president 
Jahanara Begum,

Muktijoddha Paribar Kalyan 
Sangsad Chairman Sayed Shahid 
Uddin, its Executive Secretary Abdul 
Hai Manik, Muktijoddha Palli Society 
President AH Alamgir, its General 
Secretary Alamgir Sheikh, Kendrio 
Khelaghar Asar Chairman Prof Ali 
Asgar, its General Secretary Lelin 
Chowdhury, its Dhaka City Committee 
President Dilshad Khan and General 
Secretary Anisur Rahman and 
Dakkhin Bangla Jubo Kalyan Shamiti 
also expressed their deep shock at his 
death and conveyed their condo-
lences to the bereaved family mem-
bers.

50 SC lawyers 
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The lawyers said if Mainul's com-
ment came on behalf of the govern-
ment, it would destroy the caretaker 
government's image and also put 
them into controversy.

"The comment of Mainul Hosein 
is tantamount to showing his sym-
p a t h y  t o  t h e  k i l l e r s  o f  
Bangabandhu," read the statement 
signed by Advocate Mamtajuddin 
Ahmed Mehedi.

"Mainul's terming the killing of 
Bangabandhu political has also 
surprised us and his speech is ill 
motivated," the lawyers said in the 
statement, adding that the people 
want to know whose interest the law 
adviser is serving through such 
comments.

Shafiq Ahmed, Mahbub-e-Alam, 
KS Nabi, Yusuf Hossain Humayun, 
MA Halim, Abdul Matin Khasru, 
Rahmat Ali and Sahara Khatun are 
among the signatories to the state-
ment.

Finance adviser
FROM PAGE 1

government the prince agreed to 
buy 67 percent shares of Ruplai 
Bank for $330 million. 

In February, the caretaker gov-
ernment approved a proposal to sell 
26 percent more shares to the 
prince for $128 million, which would 
give him 93 percent ownership of 
the bank. The remaining seven 
percent shares were offloaded on 
the share market.

However, the Saudi prince 
apparently stopped communicating 
with the government creating uncer-
tainty over the bank's handing over 
to him. The prince's office did not 
make any official reply despite 
repeated attempts from the 
Privatisation Commission when the 
deadline for paying $458 million 
expired on May 31.

Fresh eviction
FROM PAGE 16

sending two platoons of force to 
Chakuli enclave. 

The engineering corps was also 
asked to send excavators and 
bulldozers for the eviction drive. 

On June 5, the army attempted 
an eviction drive in the same area 
but it was suspended following 
resistance from the locals. The 
locals of Hindu community claim 
they inherited the land from their 
forefathers.

They said around 3,000 people 
have been living in the Chakuli 
enclave for over a century. A number 
of temples are also located there. 

Fake banknotes 
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the notes at different markets in 
different districts in the northern part 
of the country.

During the four-hour drive since 
3:00am, a huge amount of blank 
sheets of paper, some half-printed 
fake notes, a computer and several 
scanning machines were seized 
from the hidden factory housed at 
the ground floor of Popular Housing 
at Barabagh in Mirpur.

Besides, fake Euros and forged 
currencies of different other coun-
tries, including India, Iraq and 
Kuwait, were also recovered from 
the spot.

Rab was interrogating the 
arrestees as of 7:30pm.

Besides, Rab continued conduct-
ing raids at different areas in the city 
to arrest other members of the gang.

Price control
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has already been collected from the 
local markets and one lakh metric 
ton rice is on the way. If the weather 
remains fine, it is possible to 
achieve more than the target of 
collecting 12 lakh metric tons rice," 
the adviser observed.

Expressing satisfaction after 
visiting the CSD, he said that nearly 
45 percent of the target rice collec-
tion has already been achieved. The 
rice collection that started on May is 
going on in full swing and will con-
tinue till August, he added.  

"Besides, we have procured 8 
lakh metric tons paddy and wheat 
for the next fiscal year and have 
already opened a letter of credit for 
importing another 2.5 lakh metric 
tons rice, so that we can face any 
kind of natural calamities," Tapan, 
also the power and energy adviser, 
observed.

 He said that rumours have it that 
the country is facing food deficit and 
the supply of rice is stalled. "but you 
(journalists) see that the supply is 
proceeding and the quality of rice is 
also good." Tapan added.   

"We have been keeping commu-
nication with the miller s all the time," 
he said. 

Director General (DG) Mollah 
Wahiduzzaman and Additional 
Director General (ADG) Golam 
Sarwar were also present. 

Khaleda
FROM PAGE 1

political party of the country with 
millions of people supporting it," she 
said. 

RA Goni, who is also a member 
of the party standing committee, 
however said kicking out any leader 
including the chairperson out of the 
party is absolutely out of the ques-
tion, but corrupt leaders will defi-
nitely be booted out. 

Ashraf Hossain, a reformist 
leader and a joint secretary general 
of the party, told The Daily Star that 
they will make public their reform 
proposal through the media for the 
people to consider. 

"We will disclose the proposal 
through you [the media] and see 
what happens," he said. 

Terming Khaleda's pro-reform 
speech as a 'good sign', Ashraf, who 
is also a close aide to Mannan 
Bhuiyan, said, "We cannot post-
pone thinking about the welfare of 
the party just because lifting of the 
ban on indoor politics is being 
delayed." 

Meanwhile, Secretary General 
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan was busy 
finalising a draft of a reform pro-
posal, which he discussed with RA 
Goni during their meeting yester-
day. 

Later RA Goni told reporters, 
"The minus two theory is a not a 
theory at all."

He also said bringing reforms to 
political parties is the demand of the 
time and an imperative without 
which the country and the nation will 
face a catastrophic chaos, so every-
body should contribute to the reform 
process from his or her own posi-
tion. 

"Ousting or deducting anyone 
from politics cannot be a solution, 
even if someone leaves willingly still 
it cannot be considered as a solu-
tion," he said. 

President  
FROM PAGE 1

The president appreciated the 
outgoing envoy for her significant 
contributions towards fostering and 
furthering greater understanding 
a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
Bangladesh and the USA during her 
tenure in Bangladesh. 

He said Bangladesh attaches 
great importance to its relations with 
the United States and hoped that it 
would be strengthened further in the 
days to come.

The president thanked the US 
government for providing support 
for Bangladesh's socioeconomic 
development. He also praised the 
US government for showing interest 
to be a Saarc observer.

He wished the envoy and her 
family good health and every suc-
cess in her new assignment. He 
also conveyed his warm greetings 
to US President George W Bush 
through the envoy.

Butenis said the existing bilateral 
relations between the United State 
and Bangladesh are excellent and it 
would be further strengthened in the 
days ahead.

The US envoy expressed her 
deep gratitude to the government 
and the people of Bangladesh for 
providing support and cooperation 
in discharging her duties in 
Bangladesh.

Mi l i tary Secretary to the 
President Major General Mohd 
Aminul Karim, Secretary of the 
President's Office Md Sirajul Islam 
and officials concerned from both 
the countries were also present.

16-yr old jailed
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down the verdict on June 18 in a 
case filed on June 30 last year, said 
our correspondent in Netrakona 
yesterday.

In the complaint, the police said 
they found a cartridge in the hand of 
the 17-year-old boy and a revolver 
in the hand of the 16-year-old boy. 
The younger boy could give any 
reasonable answer for keeping the 
firearm.

Legal experts and children's 
rights activists expressed surprise 
over the verdicts. The Children's Act 
1974 and more than one Supreme 
Court (SC) instructions categori-
cally said that children should be 
tried only in juvenile courts, they 
said.

In his reaction, SC Advocate 
Shahdeen Malik said whatever the 
allegations are, only the juvenile 
courts have the jurisdiction to try 
children.

"It is not understandable how 
other courts can hand down such 
verdicts sentencing the two boys to 
long-term imprisonment although 
there is clear legal interpretation 
about it," he said.

Advocate UM Habibun Nesa of 
Save the Children UK said such 
position of the courts is not only a 
barricade against developing 
human resources, but will cause 
social disaster.

Mohiuddin
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Mohiuddin was sent back to the 
country on Monday from the United 
States after he lost a legal battle for 
asylum there. Upon arrival, he was 
sent to condemned cell at Dhaka 
Central Jail.

A trial court on November 8, 1998 
sentenced him to death along with 
14 other former and dismissed army 
men for killing Bangabandhu and 26 
others. The High Court on April 30, 
2001 upheld the punishment of 12.

US-led forces
FROM PAGE 16

The attack, which wounded at least 
another 242 people, was the worst 
attack in the capital in two months.

At the same time, insurgents in 
Diyala have carried out increasingly 
sophisticated attacks, often combin-
ing ambushes, roadside bombs, 
and snipers, making the area in and 
around Baquba one of the deadliest 
places in Iraq.

At least one US soldier was killed 
in fighting in the Diyala province on 
Tuesday, the US military said.

"One Task Force Lightning 
Soldier died as a result of injuries 
sustained from an explosion near 
his vehicle while conducting opera-
tions in Diyala province," it said, 
adding that two other troops were 
wounded in the blast.

The US military also announced 
the death of another soldier in a 
roadside bombing south of  
Baghdad on Monday, in an attack 
that wounded three other troops.

The deaths took the military's 
losses to 45 during this month alone 
and to 3,522 since the March 2003 
invasion, according to an AFP count 
based on Pentagon figures.

Massive cleansing 
FROM PAGE 1

Bulbul, Karunamoy Chakma, ASM 
Ramzan Khan, Mofizur Rahman 
Majumder, Khandoker Guljar 
Hossain and Nikhilesh Dutta.

The removed AAGs are M 
Ibrahim Khalil, Abul Hashem, 
Sheikh Rezaul Karim, M Shamsul 
Haque, M Firozur Rahman, MU 
Ahmed, Jalal Uddin, Mohammad 
Abdullah, Farah Mahmuda, M 
Alamgir Kabir, M Toufique Hossain, 
M Zafar Ali, Foyez Ahmed Siddique, 
Shamim Ara Dora, Nusrat Jahan 
Sathi, Shawkat Ara Begum, 
Monowara Khatun, M Rabiul Karim, 
M Atiqul Karim, Monir Hussain, Noor 
Mohammad Miah, ABM Golam 
Mostofa, SM Bazlur Rashid, M 
Shahidul Islam, M Akbar Hossain, M 
Mahbubul Alam Chowdhury, Mirza 
Nazmul Haque, M Abdus Salam 
Bhuiyan, Sarah Parveen, M Rabiul 
Ahsan Habib, Begum Khaleda Bijli, 
Shirin Afroz, M Anisur Rahman, M 
Abdul Malek, M Monsur Rahman, 
Zinnat Akhter Nazli, AKM Nurul 
Alam, Abdul Jabbar Bhuiyan, M 
Nazmul Haque, Nahid Sultana, M 
Ashrafuzzaman, ASM Muktar Kabir 
Khan, M Safed Ali, Rawshan Ara 
Begum, M Golam Noor, AHM 
Mizanur  Rahman,  Rubaiyet  
Hossain, M Ekramul Islam, M Abdul 
Quader Talukder, M Shamsul Alam, 
Parveen Hannan and M Golam 
Mostofa.

Aman's graft case
FROM PAGE 1

Earlier, both the detained accused, 
standing in the dock, submitted 
written statements before the court 
for self-defence. 

Nasir, along with is son Barrister 
Mir Helal Uddin, is facing trial for 
amassing wealth worth about Tk 25 
crore by illegal means, while Lobi for 
dodging tax amounting to over Tk 
4.25 crore.

FROM PAGE 1

"We will hand over the proposals to 
Sheikh Hasina within four days. Our 
leader Amir Hossain Amu is now 
finalising those," said a pro-reform 
leader preferring not to be named. 

Reformist AL leaders recently 
prepared the 21-point proposal and 
added two more points later. But two 
pro-reform leaders last night con-
firmed that finally they are going to 
make a 25-point proposal.    

In an interview with The Daily 
Star recently, Hasina said one group 
of people should run the party and 
another set should run the govern-
ment. And not only the party chief 
should be barred from becoming 
prime minister but all central com-
mittee office bearers should be 
barred from becoming ministers or 
state ministers.

Amu yesterday told reporters 
that reforms in the AL have become 
necessary in line with the caretaker 
government's move to free the 
country from corruption and influ-
ence of black money.    

He said AL's constitution is very 
much democratic. But the party 
lacks practice of democracy within 
it. And they want to take the party out 
of such a situation, he added.

"If there is no accountability 
within the party, then how the people 
can expect that they [leaders] will be 

accountable to them," Amu said.
Asked about removing Hasina 

from the post of party chief, Amu 
said neither he nor anyone of the 
party has the right to remove any-
one. All this will depend on the 
process of politics in future.

A close aide to Hasina Col (retd) 
Faruk Khan said proposals for 
reforms which have already come to 
light or would come later would be 
discussed by the AL Central 
Working Committee when the ban 
on indoor politics is lifted.  

"After discussing all the propos-
als, we will finalise those and submit 
to the Election Commission. We will 
recommend to the EC to go for laws 
based on these proposals so that 
those become mandatory for all 
other parties," said Faruk.

Meanwhile, police did not allow 
party leaders to enter Hasina's 
residence Sudha Sadan from 
2:00pm on Tuesday.     

Top reformist in AL 
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reveals that the Dulu-Aminul (ex-
post and telecommunications minis-
ter Barrister Aminul Haque) alliance 
wanted to kill two birds with a single 
Gamma stone. They deployed the 
JMB to eliminate Sarbaharas for 
avenging the Gamma murder and 
filed case accusing 16 Awami 
League leaders and workers for 
gaining points from the BNP top 
brass. 

Under cover of the outlaw cleans-
ing, the BNP bigwigs in the North 
actually intended to stamp their 
political supremacy over the 
Rajshahi, Natore and Naogaon 
region. The effectively used the 
militants to destroy their political 
opponents, ensuring BNP's domi-
nance in the long run.    

Buoyed by kudos from the Hawa 
Bhaban (political office of BNP's 
Senior Joint Secretary General 
Tarique Rahman), Dulu later influ-
enced the authorities to submit 
charge sheet against 21 AL men and 
transfer the case to speedy trial 
tribunal. Trial court in its verdict 
handed death to the 21 AL activists in 
August 2006, with the defence law-
yers claiming that a deputy minister 
influenced the judgement.

Beside the filthy political game, 
Dulu on February 7, 2004 led an 
arson attack on the vil lage 
Ramshakazipur and Amtali Bazar in 
retaliation to his nephew murder. A 
case was filed in this regard and 
police submitted charge sheet on 
May 3 this year accusing Dulu and 93 
others. According to the charge 
sheet, Dulu's cohorts in his presence 
set fire to at lest 37 houses and shops 
at the Ramshakazipur village and 
Amtali Bazar, looting valuables.

Bangla bhai emerged from an 
armed procession after JMB's first 
known murder in Palashi village in 
Bagmara Upazila on April 1, 2004, a 
month after the militant outfit was 
hired. Fed up with the Sarbahara 
sufferings, the local people at first 
considered the killing as a blessing in 
disguise. But it did not take them long 
to wake up to the rude reality that a 
Frankenstein was indeed born.  
PATRONS of JMB
Dulu and 'district minister' Aminul 
Haque (Rajshahi 1 constituency) 
were instrumental in Bangla bhai's 
illegal vigilante operation. The two 
talked Rajshahi Mayor Mizanur 
Rahman Minu (ex-BNP lawmaker 
from Rajshahi 2 constituency), fellow 
MPs Nadim Mostafa and Alamgir 
Kabir (Naogan 6 constituency) into 
their JMB game.

Alamgir Kabir and his brother-in-
law Wahidur Rahman were involved 
with the Sarbahara politics in the past 
but became enemies of the under-
ground operatives finding their ways 
into politics of people they used to call 
petty bourgeois.  

Another ex-BNP MP from the 
region (Rajshahi-3 constituency) Abu 
Hena was not directly involved with 
the militants, but he did not cooperate 
with the people and took no position 
on the JMB issue. But his workers 
and followers directly or indirectly 
supported the militants.

"At that time, we in the administra-
tion came to know that Dulu deployed 
Bangla bhai with the backing from the 
Hawa Bhaban. Nadim Mostafa, 
Alamgir Kabir and Mayor Minu then 
joined the initiative, led by Aminul 
Haque," a public servant, preferring 
not to be named, shared his experi-
ence of witnessing the JMB incidents 
with The Daily Star,

Recalling his phone talks with 
Dulu and Aminul, he said, “I under-
stood from their conversations that 
they were the driving force behind 
Bangla bhai.”

"Dulu asked me how I was and I 
said fine. He then said 'you are fine 
because of the JMB, at the cost of my 
nephew's (Gamma's) blood'," the 
official said. 

Aminul Haque, meanwhile, told 
him that the situation in Bagmara 
improved since Bangla Bhai got into 
ac t ion .  “Such  th ings  (JMB 
vigilantism) are bound to occur when 
Sarbaharas go out of control.”

He also recalled that it became 
mandatory for all to send public and 
private jeeps, cars, microbus and 
motorcycles to Bangla bhai's proces-
sion. Police cars would stay within 
500-1000 yards of the vigilante 
operation area to back up Bangla 
bhai. The officers-in-charge of police 
stations were compelled to be there.

Bangla bhai was no new face to 
Aminul, Dulu and Tarique Rahman. 
Bangla bhai even used to visit the 
Hawa Bhaban long before his 
Rajshahi operation, confirmed JMB 
sources and some Bogra people 
close to Tarique. 

Tarique used to take updates on 
Bangla bhai operations in Rajshahi 
through telephonic conversation with 
the BNP leaders concerned. He also 
frequently directed controversial SP 
Masud Mia on the matter. 

“Tarique Rahman is with us. He is 
my friend. Quit worrying and just do 
what I say,” a close of associate of 
Bangla bhai quoted the militant 
leader as saying. The fugitive ex-
JMB leader told The Daily Star over 
phone that a top Jamaat leader once 
requested the JMB leadership not to 
tell anyone about militants' Jamaat 
backgrounds.   

However, Dr Firoz Mahmood 
Iqbal, the assignment officer of ex-
PM Khaleda Zia and an influential 
Hawa Bhaban figure, was the other 
man who maintained regular liaison 
with Masud Miah and Bangla bhai, a 
police official said. 

Interestingly, both Tarique and 
Bangla bhai hail from the same 
Gabtoli upazila of Bogra district. 
Bangla bhai's home village is 
Kannipara and Tarique's grandfa-
ther's house is 8km away in 
Bagmara. 

This Bogra connection is said to 
have created a special bond between 
the two, who kept contact over 

phone.
IGP SPILLS THE BEANS 
Frustration of the police administra-
tion over the JMB was personified as 
the then DIG in Rajshahi. 

Briefly speaking for the first time 
on his account of Bangla bhai, IGP 
Nur Mohammad says, "The then 
Rajshahi SP had links with minister 
Aminul Haque and Hawa Bhaban. 
This connection made the SP so 
powerful that he would take direc-
tives from Aminul and the Hawa 
Bhaban, not from me. The SP acted 
as they wanted him to do."

"The local police administration, 
the SP and local politicians in particu-
lar, helped them (the JMB). I tried my 
best to resist them. But I could not be 
successful due to the police adminis-
tration, specially because of the 
Rajshahi SP who was suspended 
later on, and the local politicians."

He also could not get any help 
from Lutfozzaman Babar. "I did not 
get any help from the home minister. 
After I informed the home minister for 
the first time (about JMB excesses), 
he suggested me to work as per the 
diktat of Aminul Haque." 

"I talked to the home minister 
twice or thrice on this matter, he kept 
on pushing me towards Aminul 
Haque. When I talked to the district 
minister Aminul Haque, he said 'do 
not talk on this matter. You don't need 
to pursue this matter. This has come 
from the highest level. From prime 
minister to Tarique Rahman, every-
one knows about it," the IGP added.

"I have said several times (to 
Aminul) that you are the local minister 
and I am the DIG. I cannot allow this 
to go on. He asserted again saying 
that this matter has the approval of 
the prime minister and Tarique 
Rahman. 

"You can say this is my weak-
ness…But, I am unfortunate that I 
had to serve under such bribe-taking 
state minister (for home)," quips the 
IGP, drawing attention to the recent 
deluge of news on Babar's corrup-
tion.”
POLICE ADMIN IN TATTERS
The anti-Bangla bhai law enforcers 
found themselves in a soup as they 
were advised by the then govern-
ment top brass not to interfere with 
JMB operations. 

"The state minister for home 
never asked us to nab Bangla bhai 
even after several people were 
killed," said a top police official.

Three police superintendents of 
Rajshahi, Natore and Naogaon had 
been openly helping Bangla bhai 
band at that time. As a result, the 
Rajshahi DIG failed to bring the 
situation under the control of law. 

"The DIG eventually found out 
that the police administration was not 
carrying out his orders," confirmed 
another source. 

Our investigation revealed that 
SP Masud Miah at one stage told the 
DIG that Bangla bhai was given a 
'mandate' and the JMB was unstop-
pable. 

Naogaon SP Fazlur Rahman was 
also Aminul Haque's favourite. 
Natore SP Nazrul Islam was known 
as an incompetent partisan officer in 
the police force who also enjoyed 
Haque's blessing, police sources 
said.

“Majority of the OCs, sub-
inspectors, constables and other 
officials were given postings in 
Rajshahi, Natore and Naogaon on 
political considerations. None of 
them could be touched and the chain 
of command eventually collapsed," 
police sources said.

The tension of pro and anti JMB 
officers came to fore when on May 
23, 2004, Dulu and Aminul arranged 
several patrol trucks for the JMB to 
bring out an armed procession. The 
procession submitted a memoran-
dum to the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) and SP, kicking up a row 
between Rajshahi DC Aziz Hasan 
and SP Masud Miah.

A civil servant recalled that the DC 
had asked the local administration to 
receive the JMB memo without 
allowing the procession to enter the 
Rajshahi town. He felt that if Bangla 
bhai entered the town, it would have 
created a national news and it would 
hurt the image of the government. SP 
Masud Miah on the other hand 
wanted the procession to enter the 
town so that it could demonstrate its 
show of strength.

The JMB men gathered at a 
Bhabaniganj ground in Bagmara that 
morning for submitting the memo to 
the DC and the SP. The administra-
tion then tried to discourage the 
processionists. The then Rajshahi 
ADC General Abdul Matin, Bagmara 
upazila UNO Subol Bose, Bagmara 
OC Ruhul Amin Siddique, Additional 
SP Arzu Miah and Puthia Circle ASP 
told the Bangla bhai followers not to 
enter the town.

Some of these officials included 
Masud Miah's representatives, who 
officially spoke against the proces-
sion but secretly encouraged the 
militants to go to the town.

The Bangla bhai men eventually 
went to the town and handed over the 
memo for the state minister for home. 
The DC then asked them not to take 
the law in their hands and warned 
that the administration would not help 
them if they do so.

On the other hand, the SP literally 
embraced the Bangla bhai goons. 
Receiving the memo, he told them, 
"You go ahead. The police is with 
you."

Bangla bhai also submitted a 
memo to the Bagmara UNO.  

In the memo, the militant kingpin 
asked the state minister for home to 
take action against the press. "We 
are eliminating the Sarbahara under 
the leadership of Bangla bhai, but the 
media is writing false information and 
spreading confusion. Take action 
against the media," it stated.

The militants and their patrons 
landed in an awkward situation when 
the media brought the gruesome 

operation into public domain. This is 
why both JMB and BNP-led govern-
ment lashed out at the media in the 
same language, terming the reports 
on Bangla bhai fiction. 

The government even denied the 
very existence of Bangla bhai, saying 
it a media-made character. Ironically, 
the same government, amidst 
intense pressure from home and 
abroad, was compelled to arrest in 
2006 the 'non-existing' JMB terror, 
who was hanged to death along with 
five others during the caretaker 
government regime for killing two 
judges in Jhalakathi.

A police official said the police and 
other high officials at supervisory 
level in the Rajshahi region were not 
allowed to supervise the law and 
order situation, prompting the DIG to 
hold meetings with three SPs. 

At one stage of the meeting, the 
DIG warned the SPs if Bangla bhai 
was allowed to continue with his 
terror they would be held responsi-
ble. But the threat did not work as the 
SPs were obeying orders from some 
ministers and the Hawa bhaban.

After few days, Bangla bhai 
invited people over loudspeaker to 
attend open killing of two persons, 
one of them was killed by hanging 
upside down from a tree. His death 
screams were relayed over micro-
phone for the villagers who did not 
attend the execution. The whole 
coutry was stunned in disbelief when 
the gruesome photo appeared in all 
the national dailies next morning. 

Sensing mass resentment, the 
government officially asked the 
police to arrest Bangla bhai for the 
first time. But nothing happened as 
the devils went into hiding, with their 
ptraon ministers ensuring their 
safety.

Interestingly, when the JMB 
carried out a countrywide bomb 
attack on August 17, 2005, the gov-
ernment did not blame the militant 
group. Instead, many government 
top shots tried to point out that only a 
large organised political party like the 
Awami League could orchestrate 
such an attack. 

At that time, Dulu and Aminul were 
busy defending the JMB with 
Khaleda arguing that the militants are 
BNP's "vote bank," said a top official 
at the PMO (Prime Minister's Office). 
Though the country was reeling from 
an unusual terror fright, Khaleda took 
one long week to ask her home 
minister to arrest the JMB culprits.

A DEFIANT OC
ABM Golam Kibria replaced 

Bangla bhai-loyal Bagmara thana 
OC Ruhul Amin Siddique Siddique in 
late July 2004. He found no Bangla 
bhai there then but his followers were 
plentiful.

Now OC at the New Market thana 
in Dhaka, Kibria told The Daily Star, 
"After I took charge of Bagmara, I 
arrested 70 Bangla bhai men in one 
drive. Then the BNP and Jamaat 
leaders from the Rajshahi district and 
Bagmara begged with me and then 
created pressure on me to release 
them. 

“But I sent them to jail as per the 
law," said a beaming Kibria, who 
soon became an enemy of SP Masud 
Mia. 

Police sources said that Kibria 
once warned SP Masud that he 
would file a general diary against him 
if he kept on pushing him for unlawful 
assignments and would inform the IG 
about it through the DIG. Enraged, 
Masud Mia then ordered to close 
Kibria although only the DIG had 
such authority. This order was with-
drawn only after the change of gov-
ernment.
LOCAL ADMIN MADE 
SCPECTATOR
The Daily Star investigation reveals 
that the Rajshahi civil administration 
did not have any power to act tough 
on Bangla bhai. They played the role 
of silent spectators, just like the 
general public.

When this correspondent visited 
the region to investigate Bangla 
bhai's activities in May 2004, he 
found that the fear factor was so 
intense that the local administration 
refused even to talk about outlaws. "I 
don't want to say anything about it," 
was the reply of the then Rajshahi 
Deputy Commissioner Aziz Hasan.

Many officers kept their fingers 
crossed for an early transfer amid 
such a suffocating situation. "We 
were even afraid to ask others what 
was going on," said an officer. "Once I 
asked the Bagmara thana OC about 
what's going on. He said, 'I can't tell 
you sir'."

This environment also seriously 
hampered the administrative and 
local government activities at the field 
level. Generally, people meet the 
UNO or UP chairman to resolve 
social issues and small crimes. The 
UNO would forward matters to UP 
chairmen to take action. But during 
the Bangla bhai's phase, the local 
people stopped going to the UNO or 
UP chairmen.

"We noticed that the rural people 
have stopped going to UNO to 
resolve small crimes. When we 
asked union parishad chairmen how 
they were handling trials and punish-
ment, they said 'all the people were 
going to Bangla bhai'," said an offi-
cial.

A Hindu man, who joined Bangla 
bhai to save his life, told this corre-
spondent, "One day, I heard that 
someone lodged a complaint against 
me to Bangla bhai. I was so afraid 
that I went to the police for help. The 
police asked me to see Bangla bhai. 

“Neither the police nor the admin-
istration was offering us any security. 
So, I chose to go to Bangla bhai."

In an attempt to distance itself 
from the JMB, the Rajshahi civil 
administration tried to make an 
impression that the local police was 
at the helm.

"When journalists asked us for 
any news, we would tell them that we 
don't have any information as this 

was a matter of law and order. The 

police is working freely, so talk to 

them," said an official.

The then Rajshahi divisional 

commissioner Moslehuddin and DC 

Aziz Hasan unofficially ordered all 

officials that the administration cadre 

must not involve with any illegal 

activities.

After each of formal meetings with 

the UNOs of nine Upazilas of 

Rajshahi, DC Aziz Hasan would tell 

them, "Be careful not to involve 

anyone of the administration cadre 

with this illegal activity."

LOCAL BNP-JAMAAT 

MEN HELPED JMB

The local government representa-

tives were also helpless. The 

Bagmara upazila, which has two 

municipalities (Pourashava) and 16 

unions, became the headquarters of 

Bangla bhai. Almost all the field level 

political leaders, all union chairmen, 

except for a female representative 

from Taherpur Pourashava, had to 

extend their support to Bangla bhai.

Among the collaborators, a large 

section of BNP-Jamaat activists 

supported militants spontaneously. 

Some chairmen and leaders who 

were harmed by the Sarbaharas took 

this opportunity to exact revenge.

Chairmen and activists of other 

politicial parties including the Awami 

League were also forced to help 

Bangla bhai. Those who refused 

became targets of repression. Even 

some Hindu locals had to join Bangla 

bhai's operation and establish rule of 

sharia laws and Islamic society there. 

The victims of Bangla bhai's 

atrocities did not get justice.

For instance, Bangla bhai gang 

shot Sripur Union chairman and 

Awami League leader Mokbul 

Mridha in 2005. He could survive 

through a long treatment but that 

terrible incident made him so afraid 

that he does not come out of his 

home till today.

Makbul became a target because 

he won union parishad (council) 

election by beating his rival BNP 

Sripur union president Akram, who 

had the blessings of Aminul Haque. 

Akram allegedly got Bangla bhai 

cadres to kill Makbul, who was very 

popular.

Villagers rushed out to catch three 

attackers red handed as soon as the 

gunshots fired on Makbul. The three, 

who introduced themselves as 

Bangla bhai men, were beaten to 

death. 

Makbul's brother then filed an 

attempt-to-murder case with the 

Bagmara thana. But thanks to 

Aminul's clouts, the police pressed 

charge sheet in 2006, dropping the 

names of culprits including main 

accused Akram. 

Makbul's brother lodged objection 

and the Detective Branch is now 

reinvestigating this case.

In November 2004, terrorists slit 

t h e  t h r o a t  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  

Shamajtantrik Dal (BSD) leader Ali 

Akbar near Taherpur Pourashava 

playing ground in front of his wife and 

daughter. Initially, it was claimed that 

the Sarbaharas killed him.

An official told this correspondent 

that upon investigation, it came out 

that Bangla bhai's men had killed 

him. Unfortunately, no action could 

be taken against it then.

JMB KINGPINS HANGED, 

PATRONS ONLY SUED

Days after the execution of six JMB 

linchpins on March 29, the caretaker 

government hinted that it is now the 

turn of the patrons and masterminds 

of the militants to face trial. Law 

Adviser Mainul Hosein said that the 

patrons will face the same punish-

ment if they are found guilty.

IGP Nur Mohammad told press 

after country's first execution for 

militancy, "We have already tenta-

tively identified the patrons of the 

organisation [JMB]." 

"We have got names of persons 

who were involved with the JMB and 

made area-wise lists, interrogating 

arrested miltants," he said.

Some victims of Bangla Bhai filed 

several cases since March this year, 

accusing Aminul, Dulu, Nadim and 

many others JMB goons.  Police 

pressed charges in two cases so far 

accusing the three of patronising 

militants.

On April 8, a sedition complaint 

was filed against Mayor Minu for 

patronising militants and the police 

authorities are still waiting for the 

home ministry's approval to get it 

accepted as a case.

No case is yet filed against 

Alamgir Kabir although witnesses 

told his involvement in the JMB 

operations.
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