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Shivnarine Chanderpaul of the West Indies 
scored 136 not out in the first innings of the 
fourth and final Test against England at 
Riverside Ground on June 16. It was his 
sixteenth century, second in successive 
innings against England.

Pele
(Brazilian football legend)

"Kaka is the best player in the world, 
without a doubt."

B.League
Mohammedan v Ctg Mohammedan

Venue: Bangabandhu National Stadium
Time: 4:40 pm

FIFA team to 
inspect BNS
SPORTS REPORTER

A FIFA inspection team will arrive in 
Dhaka on July 7 to scrutinise the 
Bangabandhu National Satdium as 
an international venue.

The FIFA delegation is expected 
to visit the national number one 
stadium on the next day.

The FIFA is eager to have at least 
one world standard venue for interna-
tional matches in each country and 
the world football governing body had 
sent the guideline to the BFF six 
months earlier.

However, the Bangabandhu 
Stadium in the heart of the capital 
lacks standard dressing room and 
media facilities and also do not have 
adequate toilets and entrances in 
the stands.

SPORTS REPORTER

Mohammedan will be on a double 
mission of returning to winning ways 
in the B. League after two draws and 
erase memories of a frustrating trip 
to Chittagong in the first leg when 
the Dhaka giants host their counter-
part from the port city today at the 
Bangabandhu National Stadium.

The two Mohammedans drew 
goalless in their meeting Chittagong 
in March but the status of the two 
namesakes have changed a lot in the 
last three months.

While the local black and whites 
managed to heal their wounds after 
a wretched start to finish mid season 
champions under guidance of 

Shafiqul Islam Manik, Chittagong 
Mohammedan faded away follow-
ing their impressive run early in the 
competition. 

The port city side, who were fifth at 
the end of the first-leg table after not 
losing to any of the Dhaka heavy-
weights, have failed to repeat the 
same and lost to Abahani and 
Muktijoddha in successive matches 
before resting in the last week.

It would be equally tough for them 
to bounce back in the race but Nazrul 
Islam Ledu's surprise package have 
an outside chance despite being five 
points behind their much illustrious 
Dhaka wing, who are on 23 points 
from 13 games, having played one 
match less.

The remaining contenders, how-
ever, have relatively easier draws in 
the 15th week starting today with 
Brothers hosting Arambagh in a 
Dhaka derby tomorrow and 
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Mohammedans 
battle today

BBC ONLINE, undated

On March 23, India's World Cup 
challenge ended. In July, India 
opens its tour of England. Ample 
time existed to find a new coach.

The BCCI's inability to do so is 
further confirmation that no one in 
the Indian board knows, or seems to 
care, how to build a world-class 
team. As a group they remain unfa-
miliar with excellence.

John Buchanan told this writer 
after the World Cup that Indian 
cricket had the potential to be the 
"new Australia", that "India would 
just dominate world cricket for so 
long". Of course, only if it organised 
itself. But it is unlikely a team can 
turn itself into the best in the world if 
it constantly has to settle for second 
best in its preparation.

Travelling to England without a 
coach is not the best option. But the 
team may be relieved because it is 

not the worst option. Which would 
have been selecting a coach in a 
hurry when Graham Ford refused 
the job. "No coach" is thus a make-
shift solution, a bearable compro-
mise. This is not a known route to 
greatness.

Indian cricket has been good for 
its followers in one way. It has taught 
them to master the art of looking on 
the bright side. Thus, the England 
tour must be seen somehow as 
opportunity. In this case it is a 
chance for the captain to bloom. 
Unhindered by a coach, Rahul 
Dravid must show that this is his 
team.

Among the errors in Rahul 
Dravid's first instalment as captain 
was allowing for the perception that 
Greg Chappell directed the team to 
flourish. In such matters, the truth is 
irrelevant. The coach was not 
absent of virtues, but if his major 
fault was talking too much, then the 
captain's was in failing to control 
him.

Dravid's intelligence, thorough-

ness and respect within the team led 
many to view him as a potentially 
excellent captain. He has not met 
those expectations yet.

Not that he has been a failure, for 
dissections of his leadership reveal 
strong positives. He has worn troubled 
times as captain and yet his batting 
has stayed mostly firm ( 56.61 as Test 
captain, 57.46 career; 45.12 as one-
day captain, 40.11 career).

He has earned a Test series win 
in West Indies, managed a Test win 
in South Africa, showed he has his 
own mind in using five bowlers and 
opening with Kartik, and fought 
mightily for Sehwag.

But Dravid also knows captains, 
like athletes, are only as good as their 
last games, and a flailing World Cup, 
the final two unappetising Test perfor-
mances in South Africa, and the slow 
leak of spirit from the team, all left an 
unappealing taste.

No doubt this team is not high on 
discipline and short on consistency, 
a n d  s o m e  m i g h t  a r g u e  
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Big challenge for Rahul

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh will open their Sri Lanka 
tour today with a three-day warm-up 
match against Sri Lanka A team at the 
Colombo Colts ground. 

Both the teams will be allowed to 
use 12 players with one only able to 
bowl and the Tigers have opted to 
rest key bowlers Mohammed 
Rafique and Mashrafe Bin Mortaza, 
also the vice-captain.

The young Mehrab Hossain, an 
opening batsman, will also be in the 
dressing room during the affair.

It means the visitors, who had a 
three-hour training session yester-
day, will play two wicketkeepers in 
Khaled Mashud and Mushfiqur 
Rahim.

The squad for the warm-up 
match: Mohammad Ashraful, 
Shahriar Nafees, Javed Omer, 
Habibul Bashar, Shakib Al Hasan, 
Rajin Saleh, Khaled Mashud, 
Mushfiqur Rahim, Mohammad 
Sharif, Abdur Razzak, Shahadat 
Hossain Rajib and Syed Rasel.

AFP adds: Bangladesh aim to 
improve their Test performance in 
the series against Sri Lanka, which 
gets underway in Colombo next 
week, new captain Mohammad 
Ashraful said on Monday.

"We want to improve our perfor-
mance in the Tests after our recent 
good showing in the one-day 
matches," 22-year-old middle order 
batsman told reporters here at the 
official launch of the series.

The right-hander, who hit a debut 
century against Sri Lanka in 2001 to 

Warm-up matches starts today

Tigers aim good show
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Bangladesh captain Mohammad Ashraful (L) and batsman Rajin Saleh stretch during a training session at the R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo on Tuesday.
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Anup of Brothers Union in action during his victory over Mariners' Aminur in their Senior Division Table Tennis 
League match at the Woodenfloor Gymnasium yesterday.
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West Indies batsman Shivnarine Chanderpaul pulls one on his way to a 
fighting half-century during the final day of the final Test against England at 
Chester-Le-Street in Durham on Tuesday.

become the youngest batsman to 
ever achieve the feat in Test cricket, 
said he was looking forward to the 
challenge of leading Bangladesh in 
the Test series.

"Results do not matter to us, we 
need improvement in Test cricket," 
he said.

Ashraful, who was named cap-
tain earlier this month, was the 
highest scorer for Bangladesh in the 
World Cup, hitting 83 balls for 87 
runs to help lead his team to a 
stunning victory over South Africa.

Bangladesh have just a solitary 
win in 46 Tests since becoming a 
Test-playing nation in 2000.

Sri Lanka captain Mahela 
Jayawardene paid tribute to the 
i m p r o v e d  s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  
Bangladeshis in world cricket.

"We all know how good they can 
be and how dangerous they can be 
especially after the World Cup. Our 
guys are keen to do well because 

Test cricket is the ultimate chal-
lenge," Jayawardene said.

Sri Lanka plan to use the series 
to test a few younger players now 
that several seniors such as Sanath 
Jayasuriya and Marvan Atapattu are 
not available.

"It will be a great challenge to 
maintain our recent high standards. 
We need to groom a few younger 
players," the Sri Lanka captain said.

Jayasuriya is considered only for 
the one dayers and Marvan Atapattu 
who was picked for the Tests has 
made himself unavailable.

This should pave the way for 
Malinda Warnapura to open the 
batting with Upul Tharanga.

The three-match Test series 
begins on June 25, while the three-
match one-day international series 
starts on July 20.

SAFF football 
on schedule
SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Football Federation 
(BFF) general secretary Anwarul 
Hoque Helal yesterday confirmed that 
the 5th SAFF Football Championship 
will be held on schedule this 
December.

For the first time in the history of 
the biennial event, which was last 
hosted by Pakistan in 2005, two 
nations -- Sri Lanka and Maldives -- 
will jointly organise the eight-team 
competition of South Asian region.

One group of four teams each will 
play in Colombo and Male in the 
December 10-22 meet.

Bangladesh, who won the 2003 
championship at home, finished 
runners-up in Karachi 2005. The 
national team are expected to play in 
the Nehru Cup in India as part of 
preparation although the BFF has yet 
to appoint a new coach.

The BFF has also received an 
invitation to send a club to India's 
famous tournament Barduloi Trophy 
in Assam. 

AFP, Chester-Le-Street

Monty Panesar took five wickets, 
including West Indies marathon 
man Shivnarine Chanderpaul, as 
England neared victory in the fourth 
and final Test on the last day at 
Riverside here Tuesday.

At tea, England -- looking to finish 
the series as 3-0 winners -- were 24 for 
one, needing a further 86 runs to reach 
their victory target of 110.

Andrew Strauss was 10 not out 
and England captain Michael 
Vaughan five not out after Alastair 
Cook edged Daren Powell to 
Dwayne Bravo at second slip.

Earlier, left-arm spinner Panesar 
took five for 46, the sixth time he had 
taken five or more wickets in a Test 
innings, in West Indies' 222.

Chanderpaul, who had batted for 
over 17 hours since last being 
dismissed this series, was last man 
out for 70, bowled sweeping against 
Panesar.

The Guyanese left-hander 
ended the series with an average of 
148.66 but rarely received the 
support his batting endurance 
deserved.

At lunch West Indies were 131 
for four, a lead of just 18, with 
Chanderpaul 32 not out and all-
rounder Bravo unbeaten on 19.

Bravo, not a naturally defensive 
player, decided to take the attack to 
England and when Panesar came 
on, in the seventh over after lunch, 
he lofted him back over his head for 
four.

But next ball, trying to drive 
Panesar down the ground, Bravo 
holed out to Ryan Sidebottom at 
mid-off.

Bravo's 43 featured nine bound-
aries and he put on 68 with 
Chanderpaul. But West Indies were 
now only 49 in front with five wickets 
left.

Their position worsened when 
Marlon Samuels (two) was undone 
by a sharply-spinning Panesar 
delivery and edged to Paul 

Vaughan quits
ODI captaincy
AFP, Chester-Le-Street

Michael Vaughan resigned as 
England's one-day captain with 
immediate effect here Monday.

But Vaughan, in a statement 
issued by the England and Wales 
Cricket Board after close of play on 
the fourth day of the fourth Test 
against the West Indies, said he 
would continue as a one-day inter-
national cricketer.

And the ECB also added he 
would remain England's Test cap-
tain.

Vaughan's successor as one-day 
captain will be announced when the 
squad for the two forthcoming 
Twenty20 matches and three limited 
overs internationals against the 
West Indies is named on Friday.

However, Vaughan indicated he 
might miss these matches while the 
new captain established "his own 
authority over the team".

Vaughan, who has struggled to 
reproduce his Test form in one-day 
cricket, was England's captain at the 
recent World Cup in the Caribbean 
where they failed to qualify for the 
semifinals.

The 32-year-old Yorkshire bats-
man said: "I reached this decision 
some time ago. But due to intense 
speculation in the media about my 
future, I feel it is important to make
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England almost there
Collingwood at first slip. That left 
West Indies, without a win in their 19 
previous Tests, 169 for six.

Panesar struck again when 
Denesh Ramdin (four) was bowled 
by a delivery that pitched on middle 
and hit off-stump.

Chanderpaul completed his fifty 
in 127 balls with three fours.

It was his fifth successive fifty of 
the series after he made 74 in the 
drawn opener at Lord's, 50 and 116 
not out in England's 60-run third Test 
win at Old Trafford and 136 not out in 
the first innings of this match.

Significantly, he missed West 
Indies innings and 283-run defeat, 
their heaviest innings loss in Test 
cricket, in the third Test at 
Headingley with a knee injury.

Fast bowler Stephen Harmison, 
on his Durham home ground, then 
struck twice when Powell, for the 
second time in the match, irresponsi-
bly holing out before Fidel Edwards's 
off-stump was uprooted.

Harmison bowled at sharp pace 
after the England and Wales Cricket 
Board announced Tuesday he 

would have to undergo surgery for a 
"non-serious hernia".

Panesar wrapped up the innings 
to leave England with 54 overs to 
get the runs they needed at a rate of 
under three an over.

West Indies resumed Tuesday 
on 83 for three, still 30 runs behind.

Chris Gayle was 52 not out and 
Chanderpaul was unbeaten on 16.

Gayle exited for his overnight 
score, the opener's best of the 
series, when he drove loosely 
outside off-stump against Matthew 
Hoggard (three for 28) and edged to 
wicketkeeper Matthew Prior.

England, who'd been in trouble 
at 165 for six, saw Durham all-
rounder Collingwood score 128 in 
their first innings 400.

Together with Prior (62), he put 
on 169 for the seventh wicket.

West Indies' first innings had also 
featured a lower-order recovery 
after they'd collapsed to 55 for four. 
Chanderpaul and Bravo (44) 
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England win
England won the fourth and final Test 
against West Indies at Chester-Le-
Street by 7 wickets and thus clinched 
the series 3-0. Needing 110 runs to 
win in the final session on the final 
day, the home side strolled to 111 with 
captain Michael Vaughan hitting an 
unbeaten 48.
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